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CHAPTER 5
 Constructing Objective Paper and
 Pencil test
 Acknowledgement:
 Measuring and Evaluating Learning Outcomes
 A.Textbook in Assessment of Learning 1 and 2
 By: Carlito D. Garcia Ed D
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Criteria for Preparing Test Directionby
 (linn,1999):
 • Assure that the examinees and the examiner
 know nothing at all about the objective
 tests.
 • In the directions, use a clear, succinct style.
 Be as explicit as possible but avoid long
 drawn-out explanations.
 • Emphasize the more important directions
 and key activities through the use of
 underlining,italics,or different type size or
 style.
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• Emphasize the more important directions
 and key activities through the use of
 underlining,italics,or different type size or
 style.
 • Field or pretest the directions with a sample
 of both examinees and examiners to identify
 possible misunderstanding and
 inconsistencies and gather suggestions for
 improvement.
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• Where necessary or helpful, give practice
 items before each regular section. This is
 important when testing young
 children/those unfamiliar with the objective
 tests or separate answer sheets.
 • Keep directions for different
 forms, subsections or booklets as uniform as
 possible.
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WRITING
 MULTIPLE-
 CHOICE ITEMS
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Writing Multiple-Choice Items
 Most widely used form of test items.
 Used in measuring different kinds of
 content and almost any type of cognitive
 behavior, from actual language to analysis
 of complex data.
 Easy to score.
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Multiple –choice items is
 composed of :
 STEM –which sets up the problem and asks a question.
 Followed by ALTERNATIVE RESPONSES.
 Only one of the alternatives is the correct answer, the other alternatives are DISTRACTORS or FOILS
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Example:
 Poor: The most serious disease in the world is –
 A.Mental illness C.heart diseases
 B.AIDS D.cancer
 The correct answer ends on what is meant by
 “serious”.Considering that heart diseases leads to more
 deaths,mental illness affets a number of people, and AIDS
 is a world-wide problem nowadays,there are three possible
 answers .neverless,the question can be reworded as
 follows,for example:
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Improved: The leading cause of death in the world today is:
 A.Mental illness C.heart disease
 B.AIDS D.cancer
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Guidelines to write
 effective multiple-
 choice items:
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1. Each item should be clearly stated, in the
 form of a question or an incomplete
 statement.
 2. Do not provide grammatical or contextual
 clues to the correct answer. For
 instance, the use of a before the options
 indicates that the answer begin with a
 vowel.
 3. Use language that even the poorest readers
 will understand.
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4. Write a correct or best answer several
 plausible distractors.
 5. Each alternative response should be fit the
 stem in order to avoid giving clues to its
 correctness.
 6. Refrain from using negatives or double
 negatives. They tend to make the items
 confusing and difficult.
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7. Use all of the above and none of the above
 only when they will contribute more than
 another plausible distractor.
 8.Do not use items directly from the textbook.
 Test for understanding not memorization.
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Examine the following multiple
 choice items.
 Sample1: A two-way grid summarizing the
 relationship between test scores and
 criterion scores is sometimes referred to as
 an:
 A. Correlation coefficient
 B. Expectancy table
 C. Probability histogram
 C. Bivariate frequency distribution
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Sample 1 is faulty because of the use of the article
 an.This is because this article can lead the student
 to the correct answer, which is B
 Improved:Two-way grids summarizing test-
 criterion relationships are sometimes called:
 A. Correlation coefficient
 B. Expectancy table
 C. Probability histogram
 D. Bivariate frequency distribution
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Using Multiple Choice Items in
 Assessing Problem Solving and
 Logical Thinking.
 • Creating problem-solving measures follows a step-by-step procedure (Haladyna are Downing,1999).
 Step 1 : Decide on the principle/s to be tested. Criteria to be considered should:
 •Be known principles but the situation in which the principles are to be applied should be new.
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• Involve significantly important principles.
 • Be patient to a problem or situation common
 to all students.
 • Be within the range of comprehension of all
 students.
 • Use only valid and reliable sources from
 which to draw data.
 • Be interesting to students.
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Step 2:Determine the phasing of the problem
 situation so as to require the students in
 drawing their conclusion to do one of the
 following:
 • Make a prediction.
 • Choose a course of a action.
 • Offer an explanation for an observed
 phenomenon.
 • Criticize a prediction or conclusion made by
 others.
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Step 3: Set up the problem situation in which the principle or principles selected operate.Present the problem to the class with directions to draw a conclusion or conclusions and give several supporting reasons for their answer.
 Step 4: Edit the students’ answers, selecting those that are most representative of their thinking. These will include conclusions and supporting reasons that are both acceptable and unacceptable.
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Step 5: To the conclusions and reasons
 obtained from the students, the teacher
 now adds others that he/she feels are
 necessary to cover the salient points.
 The total number of items should be at
 least 50% more than is desired in the
 final form to allow for elimination of
 poor items. Some types of statements
 that can be used are as follows:
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• true statements of principles and facts
 • False statements of pronciples and facts
 • Acceptable and unacceptable analogies
 • Appeal to acceptable or unacceptable
 authority
 • Ridicule
 • Assumption of the conclusion
 • Teleological explanations
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Step 6: Submit tests to colleagues or evaluators for criticisms. Revise test based on these criticisms.
 Step 7: Administered test. Follow with thorough class discussion.
 Step 8: Conduct an item analysis.
 Step 9: In the light of steps 7 and 8, revise the test.
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Examples of problem-solving
 items.
 1.Ulysses wanted to go to the US.But Ulysses’
 father, who is quite strict with him, stated
 emphatically that he could not go unless he
 got a grade of 1.25 in both his freshmen
 English courses.Ulysses’ father always keeps
 his promises. When summer came,Ulysses
 went to the US. If from his information, you
 conclude that Ulysses earned 1.25, you must
 be assuming that:
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A. Ulysses had never obtained a grade of 1.25
 before.
 B. Ulysses had no money of his own.
 C. Ulysses’ father was justified in saying what
 he did.
 D. Ulysses went the US with his father’s
 consent.
 E. Ulysses was very sure that he would be
 able to go.
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Writing Alternate-Response
 Items
 Involves the selection of one of two
 alternatives.
 The true-false format is an alternate-
 response item.
 Some variations of the basic true-false items
 include yes-no. right-wrong, and agree-
 disagree items.
 Alternate-response items is easy to
 construct.
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Guidelines to follow in writing
 alternate-response items :
 1. Avoid the use of negatives.
 2. Avoid the use of unfamiliar or esoteric
 language.
 3. Avoid trick items that appear to be true
 but false because of an inconspicuous word
 or phase.
 4. Use quantitative and percise rather than
 qualitative language where possible.
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5. Don’t make true items longer than false
 items.
 6. Refrain from craeting a pattern of
 response.
 7. Present a similar number of true and false
 statements.
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8. Be sensitive to the use of specific determines. Words such as always, all,never, and none indicate sweeping generalizations, which are associated with false items. Conversely, words like usually and generally are associated w/ true items.
 9. A statement must only have one central idea.
 10. Avoid quoting exact statements from the textbooks.
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Acknowledgement:Measuring and Evaluating Learning OutcomesA.Textbook in Assessment of Learning 1 and 2By: Carlito D. Garcia Ed D
 Reported By :Ronalyn J. Bueza
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