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 INSPIRING SAYINGS OFTHE SERVANT OF GOD
 RAYMOND FC MASCARENHAS
 “God came into this world not to live among us like a king, but to partake
 of our nature, to suffer humiliations and the ignominy of the death of the
 Cross.”
 * * *
 “Jesus came into this world not to enjoy life but to suffer.”
 * * *
 “In your prayer, often dwell on the mystery of the Incarnation- the mystery
 of love!”
 * * *
 “Humility is the foundation of sanctity.”
 * * *
 “Humility of the intellect, is to believe in faith that all we have, comes
 from God.”
 * * *
 “As many talents and gifts God has given us, so many are our obligations
 to Him”
 * * *
 “To become saints amidst prosperity, honours, talents and appreciation is
 more difficult than amidst adversity, amidst suffering and persecutions.”
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 EDITORIAL
 Sr M Lillis BSEditor
 “…I WOULD RATHER GO ABOUT DOING GOOD.”
 I wish you all a Happy Christmas. Last monthduring my visit to one of our schools in North IndiaI was fascinated to see non-Christian studentsenacting the life of the Servant of God Mgr RaymondMascarenhas and repeating emphatically a quote ofhis, “Why should I be an instrument of evil? I wouldrather go about doing good.” The actors shared withme how they strive to live the ideals of this greatpersonality, special ly his compassionate love,
 refraining from doing any evil in their day-to-day lives. As the visionary ofthe Bethany Educational Society, the Servant of God has become a hero tonearly 60,000 students and thousands of teachers and parents. The balletcomposed on Mgr Raymond Mascarenhas by Shri Sumukhananda Jalavally, anon-Christian teacher and his great admirer, is already made into a CD. Whileon earth Mgr Raymond never might have dreamt that one day he wouldcarve a niche in the hearts of thousands of youth across the length andbreadth of the country - a large number of them being non-Christians. MgrRaymond championed vehemently Catholic education especially that of girlsin South Canara realizing the transforming power of education in building anequitable society.
 It is amazing that while missionaries are suspect for conversion toChristianity, we see that numerous people are open to draw inspiration fromthe lives of those who lived the values of Christ in its radicalism. What theworld looks for is a role model. Undoubtedly, we have many among us. Butwe fail to make known their lives to the people who would be inspired bytheir noble examples. Holy Mother the Church recognizes a few persons assaints after following the canonization process so that the world may havenew role models for imitating Christ. I am happy that as days pass by, moreand more people are acclaiming the holiness of the Servant of God RaymondMascarenhas, having experienced his intercessory power. Among the many,I recall an experience of the parish priest of Jharmunda, a remote parish inOrissa, who narrated how he experienced the intercession of Mgr Raymondwhen the area was affected by draught for a long period of time.
 The articles in this issue confirm that Mgr Raymond went about doingdeeds of compassion and thus incarnating Jesus in the hearts of people.While speaking about the mystery of Incarnation Mgr Raymond would burstinto tears realizing the profound love of God for humanity. On 23 December2011, we celebrate the 51st Death Anniversary of this compassionate lover.
 As we commemorate the 125 progressive years of the journey of theDiocese of Mangalore, let us recall with gratitude and pride also thecontribution made by this compassionate pastor through his life of holinessand committed service to the Diocese.
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 MGR RAYMOND MASCARENHAS,AN ICON OF LIBERATION
 Reflecting on the life and activities of MonsignorRaymond, Fr Joseph Martis writes, “The message ofliberation constitutes the backbone of the message ofJesus announced in Luke 4:18-21. Jesus announcesthe manifesto of his mission by declaring that he hascome to set free various kinds of people burdenedwith pain and sorrow. Monsignor Raymond takes thismessage of the Bible and that of Jesus seriously. Heexperiences an interior call to set people free fromtheir spiritual as well as other bondages and faces trials like his Master.”
 In this article centred on human liberation by a merciful God, FrJoseph Martis, Rector of St Joseph Seminary, Jeppu, who holds aDoctorate in Philosophy from the Catholic University of Paris, France,closely identifies the extraordinary work of Mgr Mascarenhas in ordinarylife of Mangalore, translating places that his foot has fallen to liberatefellowmen. Undoubtedly, his article throws light on how to be an agentof hope in today’s situation. Fr Martis’ erudite scholarly writing informsand involves the reader. He generously renders his services for the Causeof Mgr Mascarenhas in a dynamic manner.
 Introduction
 “Man is born free, but everywhere he is in chains,” said Jean JacquesRousseau. This dictum so popular and so correct is so present in our humanscenario. Human person is chained from all corners: social, political, religiousand even at the personal levels. The fetters which bind human person makehim a slave of people, things, and situations. Human person of today needsliberation. In fact the whole world, the entire cosmos needs liberation. It isto this human need God sends time and again saints, prophets and men andwomen of extraordinary spiritual force to announce the “gospel of liberation”.History speaks of such great persons. One such celebrated spiritual personalityis none other than Monsignor Raymond Mascarenhas, a priest of the dioceseof Mangalore, a diocesan priest, a parish priest, Vicar General of the dioceseand the founder of the Sisters of the Little Flower of Bethany, Mangalore.He incarnates freedom and becomes an icon of liberation. He preaches the“gospel of liberation” to all sorts of victims. He translates the Good News ofJesus His master to his time and situation and constitutes an emblem offreedom and love. For him, evangelization consisted in the liberation of the
 Rev Fr JosephMartis
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 human beings bound by so many shackles. For him, the primary mission ofthe Church was, to put it in the words of Pope Paul VI, in his encyclicalEvangelii Nuntiandi, “the Church has the duty to proclaim the liberation ofmillions of human beings, many of whom are her own children… this is notforeign to evangelization” (No.30). The question is to know how does MgrRaymond express his notion of liberation. What concrete actions did hemanifest in this direction and how does he constitute a beacon of light toour times? I would like to delve into these issues in the present reflection.
 1. Liberation, a Biblical Inspiration
 Mgr Raymond was so much enthused with the message of liberationexpressed in the Bible. In fact, Bible, the Good News, is a message ofliberation. In the Old Testament, the event that takes prime importance isthe “Exodus event”. The second book of the Bible is named for it. And thestory of the Exodus is the profound story of liberation of the people of Godfrom slavery and oppression. The event is so pivotal to the rest of thebiblical story that it is embedded in the collective memory of God’s people.Thus we hear Moses saying to the people, “Remember this day on whichyou came out of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, because the Lordbrought you out from there by strength of hand; no leavened bread shallbe eaten” (Exodus 13:3). Their descendants have kept this memory sacredto this day in the festival called Passover. This event was the liberation of apeople cumbered with pain which included physical, social, psychologicaland spiritual. They were denied of their fundamental dignity as human persons.Basic and essential needs were denied. They did not have the joy ofworshipping their God in peace and rejoicing. It is in this painful and deplorablesituation, God liberated His people through the instrument of Moses. Mosesconstitutes thus an icon of God’s presence and the liberation of his people.
 The message of liberation constitutes the prime language in the lifeand works of prophets. The message of prophets was situated in theirsocial, political and economic context. They spoke the truth with courageand faith. They did not spare any one when it was the question of justiceand truth. Even when threatened to death by their enemies they neverhesitated for a moment to bring justice and liberation in the lives of thepoor, marginalized, the outcastes and the weak. The most celebrated passageof the prophet Jeremiah 31:31 speaks in terms of a new heart, a newbeginning, a new covenant, a new and fresh air of liberation, a liberationfrom all sorts of bondages; the upcoming of a new life and a new kingdom.Jeremiah thus announces the good news of setting the people free.
 Another most renowned prophet of liberation is Amos. Amos preached
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 for the protection of the poor. Moreover, Amos rebuked Israel for creating agovernment that was an instrument of oppression instead of a watchdogfor equity. Amos was not proclaiming a new social order; he was preachingto backsliders living in an old order. Amos uses a language down to earth,harsh and powerful, not using any platitudes but having the objective ofhealing a sick and unjust social order.
 The message of liberation constitutes the backbone of the messageof Jesus announced in Luke 4:18-21. Jesus announces the manifesto of Hismission by declaring that He has come to set free various kinds of peopleburdened with pain and sorrow.
 Monsignor Raymond takes this message of the Bible and that of Jesusseriously. He experiences an interior call to set people free from theirbondages. He is convinced that every person should enjoy freedom.
 2. To be Free for the Kingdom of God
 Liberation envisaged by this holy priest of God was not to build theearthly kingdom but the Kingdom of God. He wanted to be the ambassadorof a Kingdom which was preached by the Lord, that is a Kingdom of peace,justice, equality, and truthfulness. Mgr Raymond lived and advocated thevalues of the Kingdom of God. He left no stone unturned to profess thesevalues without fear even when it was so difficult. As Sr Violette rightly says:“he was not one to stay on the beaten track if the way to the Kingdom ofGod was to be found elsewhere. Nor did he set out on a course of actionjust because it was traditional. His norm of action was: Is it right or wrong?Practical or impractical. Will it extend the Kingdom of God or hinder itsprogress.?”1 The vision of the Kingdom of God propelled him to speak forjustice and advocate freedom of human person and restore him with humandignity. Human person in his opinion, belongs to the Kingdom of God and allthat restrains to become a citizen of this Kingdom needs to be cleared off;all the bondages need to be freed.
 3. Interior Freedom the Prime Concern“Charity begins at home;” likewise a person who wants to liberate
 others, or work for the liberation of others should be the first to be liberatedfrom within, from his internal self, from the clutches of pains and misery fromwithin. In other terms, from the mayhem of his inner being. Self liberation isa conditio sine qua non for any liberation.
 Mgr Raymond was a man totally liberated from within. According tothe testimony given by one of the Jesuit fathers about Mgr Raymond, clearly1 Sr Violette D’Souza, BS Unless the Seed Die (Mangalore: Bethany Publications,
 1985), 64
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 points out this aspect. He says: “He was diligent and constant in the practiceof all virtues. His behaviour was so unaffected and natural that he appearedhappy and cheerful no matter how arduous the task. Even when beset bythe difficulties and anxieties caused by lack of funds or other problems healways spoke with kindness.”2
 Self liberation for him included a total abnegation from all sorts ofpossessions. He was very well aware of Gospel message, that materialpossessions will only make one slave to things and to the bondages of thisworld. It is in this connection Monsignor Marian Castelino, one of the closeassociates of Raymond Mascarenhas says: “Monsignor Mascarenhas was agreat man but lived a simple life, a life of poverty and detachment. His foodwas quite simple. As regards his dress, I wonder if he had more than twopairs of trousers at any time. All his life at Bendur was spent in a smallbuilding formerly a soda shop…3” Mgr Raymond followed almost to the letterthe command of our Lord who said, “If anyone would come after me, hemust deny himself and take up his cross and follow me”(Mt 16:24), oragain, what He said to the rich young man who wanted to follow him: “Youneed one thing, go and sell all your possessions. Give the money to poorpeople. Then you will have real wealth, in heaven. Then come! Follow me”(Mt 20:21).
 The self abnegation did not limit itself of the deprivations of materialitems but extended to his dignity and power. The lengthy struggles ofmisunderstanding and desolations deprived him of everything. As SisterViolette says: “He was stripped of everything ... He was stripped of all statuswhen he was almost forced to give up his office as Vicar General and beganto live a very private life in the small cottage in Bethany. He was stripped ofpower..., he was stripped of personal affection...”4
 In Mgr Raymond Mascarenhas, we can diagnose true love given inorder to serve, sacrifice in order to serve others. He followed Jesus, whobefore he could wash and wipe the feet of his apostles, rose from supper,laid aside his garment and girded himself with a slave’s apron. He humbledhimself to do it.5
 Freedom for this Servant of God is nothing but free to love. Heunderstood being free means ‘being free for the other’. Thus he carried outwhat Gustavo Gutierrez says: “the freedom to which we are calledpresupposes the going out of oneself, the breaking down of our selfishness
 2 Quoted by, Sr Violette D’Souza, BS Unless the Seed Die, 663 Quoted by, Sr Violette D’Souza, BS Unless the Seed Die, 854 Sr Violette D’Souza, BS Unless the Seed Die, 935 John R.W. Stott, Christ the Liberator (London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1971), 23
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 and of all the structures that support our selfishness; the foundation of thisfreedom is openness to others a communion with God and with other humanbeings.”6
 4. A Doctor of the Heart
 Mgr Raymond was a man of interiority. He was able to look withinhimself and read the inner pages of the book of his life. This power ofintrospection also gave him the ability to look into the inner self of others.He was able to pulse the heart beats of pains of others and thus diagnosethat a person was caught very often not in the external chains but by theinner struggles and problems. Hence he was a wise doctor of the heart andof the soul. He understood that liberation was needed at the inside of theperson. Hence he took time to listen to the woes and ills of others. He wasa good and hospitable spiritual father. He spent hours together to listen tothe joys and sorrows of so many sisters. When he was a pastor, he spentenough and more time to listen to the people. He would spend time tolisten to their problems. He would sit long hours in the confessionals to healthe wounds of so many injured by their internal spiritual wounds. So manypersons felt relieved of their pain due to their inner wounds. He was truly adoctor of the soul.
 5. Liberation an ‘Orthopraxy’ Approach
 Monsignor’s idea of liberation was not just at the conceptual level whichhe too considered as necessary and important. But the application of it in theconcrete life situation was vital for him. Hence he worked for the liberationfrom the bondages of a person of histime and context- liberation whichincluded concrete and practicalimplications; liberation at the very coreand grass root level of a person and asociety. Mgr Raymond worked indifferent parishes: Udyavar, Agrar, Bendurand so on. One of the dreadful socialstruggles of his time was poverty whichincluded il l iteracy. Education, heconsidered as a key to liberate from thissocial stigma. Hence he ventured upon imparting education through openingof schools in rural areas. Even in Bendur, which was a place with a “sort of dryand barren land,” he sowed the seeds of knowledge by starting schools.
 St Margaret Mary- First Girls’School of Bethany started by
 Mgr Raymond
 6 Gustavo Gutierrez, A Theology of Liberation (New York: Orbis Books, 1973), 24
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 Although poverty was a struggle and a challenge, he loved the poor.He perceived their economic bondage. Thus he is called “the father of the
 poor.”7 He was able to bring an economic
 revolution to a certain extent but muchmore than that he brought about a
 revolution in the understanding of the poor
 as human persons and their needs. Thusas someone notes: “as parish priest, he
 visited the poor in their huts, walking long
 distances on uneven paths or riding onbicycle through muddy lanes. He not only
 listened to them but also helped them… He made available job opportunities…
 built schools and orphanages and gave free education.”8
 One of the most outstanding form of liberation, he revolutionized wasthe education of the girl children and women. Living in a context where girl
 child was marginalized and given just a subsidiary role in the society of work
 and labour, this man of God had an inner dynamo against the currents of thetime to speak of the liberation of women from their social and economic
 oppression and set them free through education and enlightenment. Theinitiative taken by this Servant of God has borne rich fruits today and has
 also enlightened the society at large.
 6. Liberation, an Announcement of Hope
 In his encyclical, Spe Salve, Holy Father Benedict XVI, considers Hopeas the most important and necessary medication of our times for we live in
 a “hopeless” environment. He says: “ It is, however, hope-not yet fulfillment;
 hope that gives us the courage to place ourselves on the side of good evenin seemingly hopeless situations, aware that, as far as the external course of
 history is concerned, the power of sin will continue to be a terrible
 presence”(Spe Salve, No 36). Or again, says the supreme Pontiff: “Yet ourdaily efforts in pursuing our own lives and in working for the world’s future
 either tire us or turn into fanaticism, unless we are enlightened by the
 radiance of the great hope that cannot be destroyed even by small-scalefailures or by a breakdown in matters of historic importance. If we cannot
 hope for more than is effectively attainable at any given time, or more than
 7 Fr Geo Payyapilly & Sr Mary Benedict BS, Fullness of Life (Mangalore: BethanyPublications, 2003), 102
 8 Fr Geo Payyapilly & Sr Mary Benedict BS, Fullness of Life, 102
 Rosa Mystica Orphanagestarted by Mgr Raymond
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 is promised by political or economic authorities, our lives will soon be withouthope. It is important to know that I can always continue to hope, even if in
 my own life, or the historical period in which I am living, there seems to be
 nothing left to hope for” (Spe Salve, No 35). The Pope underlines to thefact that hope strengthens, motivates, sooths, and consolidates our missionary
 zeal in spite of persecutions, problems and hazards. Monsignor Raymond
 lived in those times which were challenging at various lengths. The materialneeds of the newly founded Bethany Congregation were increasing and
 the means to support were marginal. Even the basic needs were much in
 want. Although the situation did not look to be brilliant, his faith and hopewere shining. He never allowed a spirit of pessimism enter his soul nor in the
 convents. Material wants and other basic needs became moments of
 extraordinary faith and hope in the providence. He pumped so much ofvitalism in the hearts and minds of the sisters that such a dire situation was
 converted into a platform of deep trust and constant surrender to the Lord.
 He resorted to the formula “hope never fails”.
 Situation was also rather grim and ‘hopeless’ when misunderstandingcame from superiors and from different quarters. Once again these moments
 became for him springboards of faith and trust in the Lord. Only through theCross did Christ bring about salvation was his firm faith and conviction that
 he stood surrendered to the Lord and made hope as his weapon of spiritual
 victory. Hope, in the eyes of this Servant of God, liberates a person fromfear, from spiritual lethargy, from pessimism and arrogance. Hope frees a
 person, opens him towards a spiritual world. Hope brightens in a shadowed
 atmosphere. Hope leads one from darkness towards light. Hope, consideredthis man of God, is a weapon which could conquer all sorts of apathy and
 pessimism.
 7. Liberation : Spirituality in a New Key
 Spirituality or spiritual life constitutes the leitmotif of the entire life andmission of Mgr Raymond. Several articles have been already written about
 his intense life of prayer. He was so close to God that he considered prayer
 as the sure way to be intimately connected to God. But his spiritualexuberance did not limit itself to mere exercises of prayer but prayer was
 translated into action. To pray, for him was to see the possibility to liberate
 the needy. For him religious practices were also concerned with the promotionand advancement of “the whole human being and all human beings”. Faith
 and prayer must be informed by love and love is praxis, not theory. Faith

Page 13
                        

11
 without the practice of love is empty faith, not the faith that leads to theKingdom of God9. Hence he took spirituality in a ‘new key’ in which the task
 was to hear the cries and sufferings of the poor, the illiterate, the women,
 and to respond to them. Prayer in the Chapel was to bring together thesewoes and ills before the Lord and find meaning and redemptive act to the
 same. His spirituality consisted thus in liberating the people of God, the
 anawim of Yahweh.
 Conclusion: Take away the Stone
 The Bethany house was close to the heart of Jesus. He visited this
 home where he savoured love, care and concern. When one of the members
 of this house namely Lazarus was dead and laid in a tomb with a huge stonecovered on it, Jesus could not bear this sight. Lazarus needed to be free.
 The large stone which covered the tomb and thus prevented this friend of
 Jesus to come out needed to be rolled away. Thus when Jesus arrives atthe place where Lazarus was buried, he tells the people gathered there,
 “take away that stone….” Yes, Jesus liberates. In fact he had in his life time
 rolled away the stones of pain, misery and sorrow of so many sick, poor,suffering people. This image of Jesus was so powerfully printed in the heart
 of Mgr Raymond. He too was inspired by the Bethany house which Jesus
 had frequented and He too was worried, sad and pained to see huge stonescovering the lives of so many people that his pastoral ministry consisted of
 rolling away such stones and allowing people to come out of their anguish
 and distress. Thus this man of God, man of extreme courage, man of foresightconstitutes the model and icon of liberation, of freedom, of love and care.
 He inspires everyone who reads his life story. Today the world stands in
 need of liberation; it still has to feel the Power of the Lord. There are thosewho are poor and the victims of injustice; there are children who are hungry
 and illiterate; there are jobless and the houseless; there are victims of the
 drugs and the mafia; there are victims of terrorist acts and producers ofarms and the sufferers of the same; all need to feel ‘His’ healing touch. Yes,
 the world stands in need of liberation and may Mgr Raymond, the Servant of
 God, an apostle of liberation, inspire many more to announce the Gospel ofliberation with courage.
 9 Leonardo & Clodovis Boff, Salvation and Liberation: In search of a balance betweenfaith and politics (Melbourne: Orbis Books, 1984), 4
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 A GLYMPSE OF MGR RAYMOND’S‘AMCHI MAI’1
 “Mgr RFC Mascarenhas was captured by the depthof Mary’s “yes” at the Annunciation and Jesus’ selfemptying at the Incarnation. For him Annunciationand Incarnation are one and the same mystery liketwo sides of a single coin. The Incarnation means livingout in human and concrete form, God’s infinite loveand mercy.”- writes Sr Santosh.
 Sr Santosh Maria, a Bethany Sister who has justcompleted her B Th from St Joseph’s Interdiocesan Seminary, Mangaloremakes an attempt to fathom Mgr Raymond’s filial love for Mother Mary.Through this article she intends to bring out a few aspects of MgrRaymond’s lively devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary. Her writing displaysa remarkable touch of originality and depth, and her personal devotion toMother Mary.
 Introduction:The Mother of Jesus was a true mother to all his disciples and thereafter
 to the Catholic Church. So every son and daughter of God the Father findsa true mother in this most gracefilled Lady. St Alphonsus de Ligouricourageously acclaimed that, it is the will of God that all graces should cometo us by the hands of Mary. And down through the centuries, holy men andwomen have found it very true and have run to Mary in all their needs. It isnot because, they did not trust in God and Jesus, but they found a ‘lift’ inthe arms of Mary to get there faster. Devotion to Mary was the birth-right ofthe Holy Catholic Church, which she inherited from its sovereign Founder,Jesus Christ. And yet from all eternity God the Father thought of Mary andin the fullness of time the Holy Spirit over shadowed her. And so Mary wasthe enterprise of the Most Holy Trinity.
 Through this article, I am intending to bring out a few aspects of theServant of God, Mgr Raymond Francis Camillus Mascarenhas’ lively devotionto the Blessed Virgin Mary. His devotion to the Blessed Mother was verygreat and beyond explanation, and I am only trying to catch a glimpse of itin the mirror of my simple words.
 Mary in the Plan of GodMary was part of an amazing drama, a drama in which God planned to
 Sr SanthoshMaria BS
 1 Amchi Mai means ‘our mother’ in Konkani
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 bring salvation to humankind. Wishing in his supreme goodness and wisdomto effect the redemption of the world, “when the fullness of time came,God sent His Son, born of a woman… that we might receive the adoption ofsons” (Gal 4:4). “He, for us, and for our salvation, came down from heaven,and was incarnated by the Holy Spirit from the Virgin Mary” (Creed of theRoman Mass). This divine mystery of salvation is revealed to us and continuedin the Church, which the Lord established as His body.2 The Father of Mercieswilled that the Incarnation should be preceded by assent on the part of thepredestined mother, so that just as a woman had a share in bringing aboutdeath, so also a woman should contribute to life. This is preeminently trueof the Mother of Jesus, who gave to the world the life that renews allthings, and who was enriched by God with gifts appropriate to such a role.3
 The Understanding of Marian Devotions in the ChurchThe Catholic Church, taught by the Holy Spirit, honours Blessed Virgin
 Mary with filial affection and devotion as the most beloved Mother.4 In hisapostolic exhortation Marialis Cultus, Paul VI explains to us the meaning ofMarian devotions in the Church. In the first place it is supremely fitting thatexercise of piety directed towards the Virgin Mary should clearly express theTrinitarian and Christological note that it is intrinsic and essential to them.Christian worship in fact is of itself worship offered to the Father and to theSon and to the Holy Spirit, or as the liturgy puts it, to the Father throughChrist in the Spirit. From this point of view worship is rightly extended,though in a substantially different way, first and foremost and in a specialmanner, to the Mother of the Lord and then to the Saints, in whom theChurch proclaims the Paschal Mystery, for they have suffered with Christ andhave been glorified with Him. In the Virgin Mary everything is relative toChrist and dependent upon Him. It was with view to Christ that God theFather from all eternity chose her to be with all-Holy Mother and adornedher with gifts of the Spirit granted to no one else.5 It is also necessary thatexercise of piety with which the faithful honor the mother of the Lordshould clearly show the place she occupies in the Church, the highest placeand the closest to us after Christ.6
 Mary, the True Mother of Mgr RFCMary was the beloved mother of RFC from his very childhood. Joanna
 his earthly mother, nourished him not only with material food but also withthe spiritual food and among them chiefly was the devotion to the Blessed
 2 Vatican II, Lumen Gentium, No 523 Vatican II, Lumen Gentium, No 564 Vatican II, Lumen Gentium, No 535 Marialis Cultus, Apostolic Exhortation, No 256 Marialis Cultus, Apostolic Exhortation, No 28
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 Virgin Mary. His devotion to this heavenly mother was ecstatic, so that itwould lead him back into his childhood again and he cried often with thefreedom of a little boy, “Mai!” Just a glance through all that he has writtenand said about her will give us the impression that, he even though anelderly man was still walking with his Blessed Mother like a little boy whoclung to his mother’s finger, lest he stumble over a stone and fall. She neverceased to be his mother and he enjoyed her maternal affection in fullnesslike an obedient and devoted son. Indeed he too had a share in her cup ofsufferings, which like her he too drank to the last drop.
 The Mystery of AnnunciationAt the Incarnation of the Eternal Word, Mary could not have humbled
 herself, more than she did. God, on the other hand, could not have exaltedher more than He did exalt her.7 And it is to this great mystery, Mgr RFCMascarenhas’ heart was stuck, as he meditated over the mysteries of Christ.He told the sisters that the rocks on which Bethany is built is the House ofBethany, the chamber of Annunciation, and the cloister of Lisieux.8
 Mgr RFC Mascarenhas was captured by the depth of Mary’s “yes” atthe Annunciation and the Jesus’ self emptying at the Incarnation. For himAnnunciation and Incarnation are one and the same mystery like two sidesof a single coin. The Incarnation means living out in human and concreteform, God’s infinite love and mercy. His ‘Hesed’ (merciful love) covenant isno longer posited on His word of fidelity spoken to His chosen people throughHis prophets. Now God’s very own Word leapt off the Trinity and “pitchedHis tent among us” (Jn 1:14). He emptied Himself of His Shekinah ((glory)and became an empty receptacle to be filled at each moment of His humangrowth with the loving mercy of His Father. He takes upon Himself our stateof estrangement from the Father9. The more he reflected on this mysteryof self emptying of God and of His pitching tent among us, he was drawn toempty himself for God. This lovely truth gripped him so violently that heexclaimed in a loud voice, “Would it have been too great if I had given Himmy whole house? Would it have been too much if I had melted myself intooil and poured it on his feet?”10 For this he sought out ways and means tomelt himself for this great good God. To enuumerate a few we have his
 7 Alphonsus de Ligouri, The Glories of Mary, (Illinois: Tan Books & Publishers, 1868),319
 8 Bertha, BS From the Lips of the Founder, (Mangalore: Bethany Publications, 1996),82
 9 Goerge A Maloney, Mary the Womb of God, (New Jersey, Dimension Books, 1976), 5410 From a Sermon delivered by Mgr RFC on the occasion of the Diocesan Eucharistic
 Congress, 29 Dec 1938, (Translated into English by D’Souza, Leo, Bertha, BS,Theresine, BS)
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 own simple life style, total availability to the people of God, using of all histalents to spread the Kingdom, powerful preaching of the Word of God,kind and gentle behaviour to all those who approached him, generousforgivness to everyone, and above all the Founding of Bethany and settingthe mystery of the Annunciation and Incarnation as its prime pillar.
 Mgr RFC Mascarenhas’ Marian DevotionsSt Andrew of Crete writes: “The body of the Virgin is an earth that
 God cultivated; the first fruits of the race of Adam which has been divinizedin Christ, the image perfectly resembling the pristine beauty.”11 No saints inthe Catholic Church have ever failed to cherish this pristine beauty of Mary.And Mgr never lagged behind anybody in this matter. Mary was his QueenMother. To sing her praises for ages to come, he placed her as the ‘QueenMother of Bethany,’ and the first patroness of the Congregation.
 He loved Mary and wanted to show it in various ways. He had some ofher hymns translated from Latin into Konkani. He translated The Little Officeof the Blessed Virgin Mary into Konkani as also the book A Few Minutes withMary on Saturdays from an English version. He introduced the practice ofreading it on every Saturday and Marian Feast days. All her feast days wereto be celebrated in a special way by the sisters of the Congregation. He hadfive special feasts of Our Lady approved from the Holy See for celebration asparticular to the Institute. He had a grotto built in every community so thatthe sisters may particularly honour Mary. Healso installed statues of Mary by the road sidein two places in Bethany Motherhouse andat St Joseph’s School, Kankanady. The biglife size statue near his cottage gate attractsmany people. In joys and sorrows he turnedto Mother Mary and was satisfied to be withher. We have his own words in moments ofgreat trials: “Our Blessed Mother is with me,it may be Calvary. But that is where Our Lordand His Blessed Mother are. And I am contentto be where they are.”12
 Mgr Raymond in his exhortation to his daughters clearly stated: “Ourdevotion to Mary, must not be sentimental. It should be genuine. Devotionto Mary consists in the following:
 The grotto erected by MgrRaymond at Bethany
 Motherhouse.
 11 George A Maloney, Mary the Womb of God, (New Jersey, Dimension Books, 1976),114
 12 Theresine, BS, Esuria, BS Reminiscences, 2009), 22-23
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 i. In the imitation of her life and her virtues. Who can doubt that shefollowed as closely as possible the footsteps of Christ, her Son...? Shesuffered next in intensity to our Blessed Lord. Let our devotion to ourMother, be solid, an imitation of her life.
 ii. True devotion to Mary consists in offering ourselves to Mary, and throughher, to Jesus.
 iii. True devotion to Mary consists also in having an unbounded confidencein her.13
 He loved praying the Rosary and cherished each mystery. He consideredit as his daily homage to Mary. Asked by a sister,”How far is Calicut fromMangalore?” Father replied, “I don’t know exact the distance, but I canrecite fifteen to sixteen rosaries from Mangalore to Calicut, if I don’t have atravel companion with me.”
 In an interior locution to Fr Stephen Gobbi, our Blessed Mother speaksto all priests: “Enter with Jesus into Gethsemane, which is always beingperpetuated in time. Only in this way do you purify and sanctify yourselvesat the very source of your priesthood.14 In this sense Mgr Raymond was aworthy son of his beloved Mother for he endured his sorrows courageouslyand hopefully.
 ConclusionTo recount all that our beloved Founder felt about Mary and said
 about her, is a Herculean task. But one thing can be said about his ‘Marianlove’ that he was always her beloved son. On one occasion asked aboutBethany’s existence after his death, he said with the least hesitation that,Bethany is built in the Heart of Mary; the roots of Bethany are deep down inher heart and I am not anxious about Bethany. Mary was a strong mediatorbetween God and him and he would experience ecstatic joy in thinking ofher like Elizabeth in whose womb the child leaped for joy because the Motherof God visited her.
 We have fortunately received from our beloved Founder this tenderdevotion as our patrimony; so let us cultivate it dearly and experience thereal spiritual joy our Mother offers us. “When we feel weary of life’s problemslet us pick up the Rosary and pray it meditatively.” And I conclude my articlewith one of his often remembered advice: “Have great devotion to ourBlessed Mother because the more you have it, the closer you will get to ourLord.
 13 Bertha, BS, From the Lips of the Founder, 1996, 199-20014 Fr Rosario, Stroscio, Our Lady Speaks to Her Beloved Priests: The Marian Movement
 of Priests
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 Fr Stany Veigas, presently living a retired life at
 the Clergy Home, Bangalore, is a great admirer of the
 Servant of God, Raymond Mascarenhas, who according
 to him was a great stalwart that God raised up in
 South Canara marked by poverty, illiteracy, classism
 and marginalization of women especially the poor in
 the early twentieth century. The title of his article is
 thought-provoking and invites all the critics of Mgr
 Raymond for a soul-searching.
 Fr Stany Veigas who hails from Bendur, Mangalore, had his education
 at St Sebastian’s Hr Primary School and Padua High School, Mangalore.
 Having completed his minor seminary training in Bangalore and Theology
 from St Paul’s Seminary, Trichy, he was ordained in 1957. He has rendered
 valuable services in rural and urban parishes in the Archdiocese of Bangalore,
 including the Infant Jesus Shrine at Viveknagar and has served as a
 headmaster, correspondent, director of industrial schools, orphanages
 and the rector of minor seminary for two terms.
 MGR RFC MASCARENHAS A SINNER OR A SAINT
 “Nobody else can do the work that God has marked out for each one
 of us,” Bruno Hagspil. “You are Peter and on this rock I will build my Church.
 The gates of hell will not prevail against it. I give you the keys of heaven.Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven” (Mt 16:18-19). “I am
 with you all the days even to the end of time” (Mt 28: 20).
 When one goes through the history of the Church, one comes across
 many instances where this barque of Peter seemed to be tossed and lost inthe turbulent waters of the time. There were scandals. There were moral
 degradations. Ecclesiastical authorities lived like kings. There were estates
 attached to each position. The divide between the rich and the poor,educated and the illiterate was very visible. The rebellion against the Church
 like Protestantism, French revolution etc. seemed to herald the death knell
 of the bark of Peter. In those desperate moments God raised up stalwartslike St Bernard of Clairvox, St Teresa of Avila, St Martin of Tours, St Ignatius
 of Loyola and in Mangalore, Mgr RFC Mascarenhas.
 Fr Stany Veigas
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 I heard from the elders that long ago the harijans got down to thegutters to make room for the upper castes to walk on the road. The poor,
 not so well educated boys and girls, could not get into the existing religious
 Orders. During those days God selected a simple diocesan priest, gave himthe courage and faith to open the portals of his abode to the poor young
 girls, both rural and urban, to become nuns. Thus Bethany was born.
 That young diocesan priest was Mgr RFC Mascarenhas. “No horse gets
 anywhere till it is harnessed. No steam or gas has ever driven anything untilit is confined. No Niagara is ever turned into light and power until it is tunnelled.
 No life ever grows great until it is focused, dedicated, disciplined,” Harry
 Emerson Fosdick in Tonic for the Heart. This is what happened to Mgr RFC.In spite of the heavy work as vicar general, parish priest of the new Bendur
 parish, his heart and soul must have been on Bethany.
 Practically, every founder of the religious orders had to experience andgo through terrible trials. Mgr RFC had his trials. He had to face
 misunderstandings from all around him, financial crunch, and sickness. But
 he never relented. With his strong faith in God he carried on. The seed hesowed has grown into a mighty tree spreading its branches to three
 continents and yielding fruit a hundred fold.
 I was an altar boy those days. We were happy to serve Mass at StAgnes because of the breakfast we received. The Bethany’s would serve us
 a simple breakfast and that is what they could afford at that time. We were
 not very happy about that.
 During the world war and after, life was not easy for the poor people.
 Many families had to be satisfied with green gram, chana and very rarely
 chapattis for breakfast. The fair price depot supplied Burma rice which wasstinking. I remember in 1940’s when I was in the high school few of us used
 to join together and go to far off villages to purchase rice and carry it home
 in fear and trembling. If the police squad caught us, even the little rice wecarried would be confiscated.
 I used to hear many derogatory remarks about Bethany - many are
 starving and dying of Tuberculosis (T B). That is nothing surprising. If onegirl came with T B, it would spread like wild fire. The medical science had not
 progressed so much; hence there was no specific remedy for T B. This
 sickness needed good nourishment, treatment and isolation. All the threeconditions Monsignor could not afford. Is there any wonder that many girls
 died of that sickness?
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 Mgr RFC had to be a father, mother, companion and formator. In thosebygone days a boy could not speak to a girl openly and freely. Mangalore
 being a small town, news would spread quickly. So, is there any wonder
 that a priest, that too a secular priest, was moving freely with girls and livingnearby, gave room for all sorts of gossip!!
 I have heard with my own ears, “We don’t eat sardines and mackerels;
 that is eaten by our servants. We eat seer fish and lady fish.” So, one can
 imagine what kind of reception Mgr Raymond would have received forwelcoming these less fortunate.
 He was a man of prayer, spent a lot of time with our Lord in the
 Blessed Sacrament and praying the Rosary. It is this prayer life that carriedhim along those turbulent days.
 Now the question arises – Is Mgr RFC a saint or a sinner? If you go
 from the effect to the cause, he is a saint. If you go from cause to theeffect, he is a sinner. To achieve his goal, for which God had called him,
 apparently it looks like he defied authority or is it God guided him to go
 ahead? Whatever he did, if it was only from human consideration, it shouldhave died long ago. A big requiem should have been sung for Bethany
 during his life time itself.
 I only hope and pray that I will have the privilege of seeing himcanonised a Saint during my life time.
 THE COMPASSIONATE PASTOR
 Published twice a year in July and December. No subscription. Donations
 will be gratefully accepted to meet the expenses of printing, mailing
 and the process of Canonization. Donations and offerings may be sent
 to the address given below. Cheques/drafts may be made in favour of:
 Cause of Msgr Raymond FC Mascarenhas. We invite you to share
 your experiences for possible inclusion in this bulletin.
 The Vice-PostulatorCause of the Servant of God Raymond MascarenhasBethany Convent, Kankanady PostMangalore - 575 002Karnataka, India
 Managing Editor
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 Recently, that was in the last week of August, we had the Urn containing
 the Relics of St John Bosco, on its pilgrimage throughout the world, reachingBangalore. That was preceded by quite a few frantic phone calls from Salesian
 Houses in Mumbai, Goa and Tamil Nadu provinces, earnestly appealing to us
 considering, as they put it, our ‘love’ for the Salesians that we should,despite our age related and severe mobility problems, somehow make it
 possible to see and touch the relics when they arrived at the Salesian Provincial
 House nearby, which we were able to do.
 The fact that my family, through our children, has several friends in theSalesian Congregation since, about thirty five years, is not relevant to this
 A SAINT IN THE MAKING SERVANT OFGOD MGR RFC MASCARENHAS
 SAINTS – RELICS – CHURCH
 Mr James D’Souza, an enthusiastic elder
 Christian, very effectively projects here the value
 and status of ‘RELICS’ in the Catholic Church andconnects to the various types of articles and remains
 of Mgr Mascarenhas. The importance of visits and
 ways of treasuring all the historic valuables at ‘TheFounder’s Cottage’ so artistically converted into a
 virtual museum is a serious pointer to all Mangaloreans
 to savour this God given opportunity. Indeed MrD’Souza’s deeply meaningful write-up is very close to the spirit of our
 ‘Servant of God’.
 Mr James D’Souza, now 83 years of age, is a devoted admirer ofthe Servant of God Raymond Mascarenhas. Having been a parishioner at
 Bendur, Mangalore, and an altar server to Mgr Raymond Mascarenhas, he
 recollects our ‘Servant of God’ in an unusually warm and affectionatemanner and invites one and all for an experiential pilgrimage to Mgr
 Raymond Memorial Museum at Bethany, Bendur. His article emerges from
 the elevating experience he had on his visit to the residence of Monsignor,presently set up as the museum. He has published several articles on the
 Servant of God Raymond Mascarenhas in the previous issues of the
 Compassionate Pastor, The Secular Citizen and Daijiworld Weekly. Hisenthusiasm in the Cause of Mgr RFC is unique.
 Mr James D’SouzaBangalore
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 piece. What merits mention is a brochure brought out for the occasion bythe Kristu Jyothi College (KJC), the Salesian Theological Seminary in Bangalore,
 containing very important and enlightening information on the relics of Saints
 and holy people. Anticipating kind permission from KJC, I reproduce some ofthe relevant information for the benefit of my readers.
 Since the beginning of Christianity, individuals have looked upon relics
 as a way to come close to the Saints and thus form a closer bond with God
 through them.
 What is a relic? It is only in the Roman Catholic Church that we have
 Saints. A relic is part of the body of a Saint or Martyr, or of some object
 connected with them and preserved as an object of veneration. At a lowerlevel and to a lesser degree, in the case of such of those relics of certain
 holy men and women, who are yet to be declared ‘Blessed’ by the Church,
 we can only ‘honour’ or ‘render homage’ and NOT venerate them. Thedictionary defines the word Relic as ‘remains’, remnants of the bodies of
 Saints or else objects the Saints used during their lifetime.
 One important observation in the brochure, it appears to me, is veryrelevant to the present times. It says, ‘The Church has never pronounced
 any particular relic, not even one commonly venerated as Wood of the
 Cross, as authentic, but approves of honour being paid to such relics whichwith reasonable probability are believed to be genuine’. I am, however,
 inclined to infer that this can apply to the early Church, a bygone era, since
 in the present times, new relics are recognized only after the Bishop of theparticular Diocese has taken cognizance of and approved such relics.
 The brochure enlightens us on another very important fact that there
 are three categories of relics in the Catholic Church:
 1) First class relics: Parts of the mortal remains of the Saints, such as skin,
 bones, clothing, objects used for sacraments.
 2) Second class relics: Objects used by holy men and women while they
 were alive, such as vestments or habit in the case of Priests and Religious,clothing, writings, even the pen, furniture etc.
 3) Third class relics: Any personal objects touched to a First or Second
 class relic becomes a relic and has the same influence on our faith life.
 Kristu Jyothi College and the Salesian priest who authored the beautifully
 produced brochures certainly deserve our appreciation and gratefulness for
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 the load of information on the subject of relics in the Church.
 And, that takes me back to Bethany and my beloved Servant of GodRaymond Francis Camillus Mascarenhas. We all know that the Church relies
 on miracles to assess the spirituality and holiness of its chosen sons and
 daughters – a major miracle obtained through the intercession of such aholy person a ‘must’ for proclaiming him/her as Blessed; similarly, another
 such miracle as a prelude to Canonization of that person.
 Ah! How close, and yet how far are we, particularly the faithful fromthe Diocese of Mangalore, from meeting the above criteria, with regard to
 one of its sons whom the Church has found worthy of recognition for his
 holiness and spirituality and who is none other than the Founder of theBethany Congregation, Monsignor Raymond Mascarenhas? The one word
 answer to this question is prayer.
 The only scope to measure and bridge the distance betweenexpectation and reality is the power of prayer for ‘the cause’ and very
 significantly, the need for more and more awareness among the people of
 his personality and his achievements in Bendur in particular and the Diocesein general. With this accomplished we can proudly say that our own Saint
 will be not far away.
 I have based this piece on the topic of ‘relics’ with special reference toour Servant of God Father Raymond. Whether it is destiny or benediction
 however undeserving, it has been my good fortune to be alive and to proclaim
 to whomsoever concerned my original, authentic, undiluted description,resulting from my past and earlier interaction and frequent contacts with
 Bethany, and that little cottage and its one-time occupant with the few
 very frugal and ordinary articles that formed part of his worldly possessionsof daily use as one big relic, without exaggeration or reservation.
 Come to Bethany and visit the Monsignor Raymond museum where
 the good Bethany Sisters are waiting to welcome you and take you around.Come and be blessed, for that is the feeling one gets while leaving the
 place. What you see in the museum may not be for ‘Veneration’ just yet.
 Right from part of his mortal remains, namely, bones from his body wellpreserved and protected, all three classes of relics as explained in the brochure
 I have referred to above.
 Recalling to mind my close proximity to the holy man seated on that
 chair or relaxing on that large easy chair when tired and exhausted, while
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 standing or simply walking the talk in his room, on the little open verandahor in the compound, I have felt his love and warmth, have touched him,
 held his hand, handled his Mass Vestments, his Beret and several other items
 of worship. Articles preserved in the Museum include few of his clothes,sutane, bed linen, the cot and that thin quilt that was his bed, an old
 mosquito curtain (as I had seen it some seventy years earlier!) which must
 have been a luxury item those days for a person known for his spartan livinghabits. I need to refresh my memory regarding his writing paraphernalia like
 pen holders, nibs and the ink-pot. However, I am clear about that old fashioned
 ink blotting-paper holder which could be a hundred years old, on his writingtable – things such as these being novelties to the present generation.
 If the Museum with its contents can be proudly called a treasure-trove
 of relics left behind by him, his tomb in the nearby Church of St Sebastian
 which he had built, with his mortal remains mingled with the sand and becomeone in that grave, can be termed another heap of a Relic! If one can enjoy
 the beauty, the peace and serenity that pervades in and around these
 premises, while exiting the place, one gets the feeling of having literallyencountered the person of Fr Raymond in flesh. That is his Charism; that is
 our saint in the making. May God grant us that, and may we prove ourselvesworthy of such a great favour from Him.
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 As the followers of Christ, we have the mission of awakening in eachhuman heart a quest for the divine. Making disciples for Christ and to share
 in His compassionate love with others is the primary concern of vocation
 animation. Mgr Raymond Mascarenhas, who was a compassionate pastor,had special interest in fostering vocations to the priesthood and religious
 life. 1 As a young priest he perceived in his mind that without a commitment
 to this cause, we light no fires, leave no embers for kindling the ongoingquest in others. His zealous pursuit was to light the fire in the hearts of the
 young so that the word of God is kept alive and active. The spiritual quest,
 the search for God, the up building of the reign of God, the needs of thecontemporary Church, impelled Mgr Raymond to venture into a relentless
 search for vocations.2
 Passion for Vocation to Priesthood:The preference Mgr Mascarenhas had towards the priesthood and the
 Eucharist could be sensed from his early childhood. It was said that as a
 MGR RAYMOND MASCARENHAS’ ZEALFOR VOCATION ANIMATION
 Sr Rose Margaret belongs to the Congregation
 of the Sisters of the Little Flower of Bethany.
 Presently she assists the Historical Commission for the
 Cause of Mgr Raymond Mascarenhas. She has vast
 experience in North-East, North and South in various
 capacities as the superior, principal, provincial councillor,
 province co-ordinator for social work and vocation
 animation.
 This article on Mgr Raymond Mascarenhas’s zeal for vocations,
 highlights his zeal for evangelizing and his passion for motivating committed
 disciples for the Kingdom of God. During Mgr’s priestly ministry all through,
 his special aptitude and value added labour for bringing young people to
 become priests and religious is without doubt an example unsurpassed.
 This part of his personality is brought to the fore here in more ways
 than one.
 1 Decrees of General Chapters 2004, 2010, Bethany, Mangalore, 722 Chittister Joan, The Fire in These Ashes, 49, 51
 Sr RoseMargaret BS
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 child, he would put on improvised Mass vestments and play the role of apriest, while he would ask his brothers to be altar servers. As he grew up,
 Eucharist became part of his life.3
 Mgr Mascarenhas, through his life and activities, enkindled the divine
 fire hidden in the human being. As a result many opted to follow Christ aspriests. To quote the late Brother Philip of the Congregation of the Olivet
 Brothers, then working at the Codialbail Press, who wrote in 1949 just
 before the Sacerdotal Golden Jubilee of Father Mascarenhas, “Despite themany activities and projects he was involved in, all the time his great desire
 and zeal for vocations made him want to give his time for young boys and
 girls who sought to speak with him. During my school days I often used tosee him cycling, with his long beard blown by the wind into two halves and
 flowing over his shoulders. I felt a strong desire to be like him and to imitate
 him, and as soon as I expressed my desire he was so happy that he consentedto teach me the first lessons in Latin Grammar. From that day onwards, I was
 his regular disciple for some months as his ardent zeal for vocations made
 him leave aside his other works to make time for me.” 4
 Someone had once remarked that he was not a banyan tree under
 which nothing else could grow. On the contrary, he was like leaven in the
 dough or hidden catalyst, whose presence inspired many persons to devotetheir lives to the Lord. He was never too busy to instruct young aspirants to
 the priesthood.5
 The late Rev Fr John Cornelio, the assistant parish priest, Derebail Church,writes: “Another striking note in his life as a parish priest, no doubt, was the
 interest he was taking in fostering vocations to the priesthood. The good
 example he set by his own priestly life, the vigilant eye he kept on and thetimely advice he gave to many a youth, must have, no doubt, brought
 many vocations to the priesthood from among the young men of the parish,
 in which he was working. Suffice it to say, that in the Bendur parish alone,especially during the latter part of his ministry there, it must have been a
 matter of deep satisfaction and joy to him, to see so many young seminarians
 in cassocks surrounding him and seeking his fatherly blessing, advice andguidance. They liked to be with him and he liked to be with them. Bendur
 parish, in his time, could boast of having not one but two to three new
 3 Bertha, BS, Mgr Raymond, a Mystic and a Prophet, 284 Letter of Bro Philip, Olivet Brother to Superior General, 12 February 19505 D’Souza, Violette, BS, Unless the Seed Die, 23
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 priests every year, to work in the Vineyard of the Lord, both in the Dioceseand outside.”6
 On the occasion of Mgr Raymond Mascarenhas’ Diamond Jubilee celebration
 at Bendur parish, the vocations who bore testimony and paid their tribute
 by their presence were the late Mgr Marian Castelino, Fr Cornelius, FrLawrence, Fr LS Pais and many others who were inspired by him to join the
 priesthood or religious life.7
 The late Fr Charles Mascarenhas and Fr Stanley Mascarenhas of AllahabadDiocese, the nephews of Mgr Mascarenhas, attribute their call to priesthood
 to the exemplary life of sanctity and zeal of their uncle. Fr Charles Mascarenhas
 recalls: “His letters to me when I was a seminarian breathe the same air ofsanctity and detachment. ‘Lay up a large fund of virtue now,’ he wrote to
 me, “It will stand you in good stead when you are a priest. Yours is a glorious
 vocation; daily prove yourself worthy of it.”8
 The Bishop-maker:
 6 Cornelio, John, Rev, The Twin Jubilee Souvenir, 1950, 227 Esperie, BS, Bethany, My Joy and My Crown, 308 Mascarenhas, Charles “A Man of God,” The Twin Jubilee Souvenir, 1950, 579 D’Souza, Violette, BS, Unless the Seed Die, 23
 Bishop Basil Peres Bishop James Mendonca
 Bishop Patrick D’Souza Bishop PercivalFernandez
 At a reception given in hishonour after his appointment to
 the See of Mangalore, Bishop BasilPeres jokingly called Mgr
 Mascarenhas the “bishop-maker.”
 Among the priestly vocations fromthe Bendur parish were three who
 later became bishops: Bishop Basil
 Peres of Mangalore, Bishop JamesMendonca of Tiruchinapalli, and
 Bishop Patrick D’Souza of Varanasi.9
 It is to be noted that we haveanother Bishop from the parish ofBendur, namely, Bishop Percival Fernandez, who was an altar boy of Mgr
 Raymond Mascarenhas.
 Zeal for Vocations from outside Mangalore Diocese:As a priest his concerns were not limited to the local Church. He had a
 wider contact with missionary priests especially of the Dioceses of Kerala and
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 Goa. Numerous requests from these priests came to him to admit girls whowanted to be missionaries in the Bethany Congregation. Some of them
 opted to come to Bethany because they had financial constraints and lack
 of academic qualification. Mgr Mascarenhas did not refuse anyone. Heequipped them with necessary education to live religious life meaningfully.
 Mgr Raymond was a well known homilist to speak on vocation animation. He
 was invited to do so not only in Mangalore Diocese but also in other dioceses
 of Karnataka state. The following incident demonstrates his zeal for vocationsto priesthood:
 Fr Joseph A D’Souza, the Vicar of Shimoga, writes: “Our Bishop of
 Mysore writes to me to say that he is tying to come to Shimoga on theoccasion of your Jubilee. He is also asking me to request you to preach a
 sermon (for half-an-hour) in Konkani inviting the people of Shimoga to
 encourage vocations, especially to the priesthood. There are a good numberof Konkani families; but vocations are very few.” 10
 In the celebration of the Founder’s 75th Baptismal anniversary at
 Shimoga, his birth place, on 27th January 1950, at the Bishop’s request theVery Rev Father Raymond Mascarenhas preached on the glories of the
 priesthood exhorting the parents to give more vocations from among their
 children to the service of the altar. His Lordship in his turn preached afterMass and in his sermon said many glorious things about Bethany’s Founder
 and his Congregation, and earnestly supported the plea of the Jubilarian for
 more vocations.
 In the early 1940’s as one of the Sisters recalls, the rector of the
 Seminary in Alwaye, Kerala, had written to the Bishop of Mangalore asking
 him to send them a retreat preacher, a priest that would inspire their staffand seminarians by his word and example, and the choice was Mgr RFC
 Mascarenhas.11
 Vocations to the Congregation of Bethany:The Congregation of the Sisters of the Little Flower of Bethany, itself
 is a proof of his flair for vocation animation. The strategy he used for animating
 vocations was that of Jesus Himself who in His time came across people fromdifferent walks of life. He visited them in their homes and in their work
 places before they were chosen to be His disciples.
 10 Letter of Rev Joseph A D ’Souza, Shimoga, dated 12 January 1950,11 D’Souza, Violette BS, Unless the Seed Die, 24
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 As the parish priest of Bendur, Mgr Mascarenhas identified two siblingswho would be the pioneers of the Congregation, namely, Flora Mathias (SrMary Clare of the sacred Heart) and her sister Alice Mathias (Sr Mary Lourdesof the Blessed Sacrament) during his pastoral visit to their family.
 According to his usual style Father Mascarenhas after blessing the house,sat down for a short chat with the family. In course of this he enquired if MrMathias was thinking of settling his daughters in marriage. When he heardthat they were not inclined to marry Father Mascarenhas at once recognizedthe providence of God.
 Flora, a teacher at St Sebastian, confided to Father Mascarenhas herintention to join a convent and the Founder revealed to her his intention offounding a new Congregation and invited her to be the member of it. Hersister Alice got the secret from her and showed her interest too. MeanwhileMiss Marceline who was teaching at Kallianpur also joined St Sebastian Schoolstaff and expressed her desire to become a religious. Fr Mascarenhas sawthe hand of God at work and put all these three together and began toinstruct them every week on Fridays.
 Fr Sylvester Menezes, the Asst Pastorof St Sebastian confided that one of hispenitents, Miss Regina Gertrude Gonsalvesof Kadri desired to become a religious Sister.Hearing this news Fr Mascarenhas used thefollowing strategy to foster her vocation toBethany: He spent some days in prayer;discussed with her, her career plans and related matters; enquired from herwhether she would like to join the other three in their weekly instructionson religious life, and wished to be on the Bendur parish school staff, whichwould make it easier for her to attend the conferences on Fridays.12
 Mr MS Sreshta at the Farewell Address of the Catholic Association ofSouth Kanara to Rt Rev Mgr RFC Mascarenhas at a party given at the CatholicBank on 27 March 1941 said, “But your magnum opus is the establishmentof the Congregation of the Bethany Sisters in July 1921. The main featureof this organization is that it is purely Indian - the work of an Indian priestwith purely Indian materials and Indian means. You tapped a new source ofvocations, which was not available for other Orders…”13
 12 D’Souza, Violette BS, Unless the Seed Die, 29-3213 Sreshta, M S, ‘A Farewell Address of the Catholic Association of South Kanara to Rt
 Rev Mgr RFC Mascarenhas,’ Mangalore, April 1941, 179
 The first four who joinedBethany
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 Community Life Attracted Vocations:The love and unity that prevailed in the community drew vocations
 from various places. Rev Fr Thomas Puzheparambil, St Mary’s Church, Anikad,Vazhoor AO – Travancore remarks: “I have had the good fortune to spend
 a few hours in Bethany. I was struck with the thorough “home atmosphere”
 prevailing there. The relations between the father and children were sobeautifully cordial. The benign Founder went about full of fun and frolic,
 kindness, sympathy and encouragement. Underlying all this, one could note
 a thoroughly dynamic soul, full of earnestness, resourcefulness, initiative andinspiration. Every activity in Bethany was stamped with the charity impress.
 Fraternal charity and kindness was ingrained in everything. This prompted
 me to send a few Malayalee candidates to the congregation and I am notsorry for it.” As a result he sent eight candidates to Bethany.14
 Mgr Raymond not only
 animated vocations to Bethany but
 nurtured them with care. “FatherFounder had a special concern for
 candidates from Kerala,” says Sr
 Leonie. “When we visited him hewould inquire whether we could
 adjust ourselves to Mangaloreanfood, as also, if we got enough oil
 for our daily use. He further asked us on one occasion, whether we Keralites,
 were desiring to have something special. Immediately I said, “Bananas; thatis our favourite.” No sooner said than done. In the evening the aspirants had
 a call from Father’s house. All of us immediately rushed thither. To our utter
 surprise, a big banana cluster was awaiting us and we enjoyed it with lots offun and laughter. From our eyes he could know how grateful we all were to
 him. He watched us as we did full justice to this ‘Kerala special’. To enhance
 our joy he spoke to us a few words in Malyalam. Though his spoken languagewas incorrect, his heart-language was highly understandable.”15
 Though Mgr Mascarenhas was not a religious priest yet he kept the
 flame of religious life burning in the Congregation he founded. Time and
 again he would motivate the Bethany sisters to revisit their vocation throughhis exhortations:
 14 Letter of Fr Thomas P Parampil, St Mary’s Church, Anikdader, Travancore15 Bertha, BS, From the Lips of the Founder, 290
 The first candidates joined from Kerala
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 On one occasion in his talk on religious vocation he said, “In the light ofthe Father, it is the call of the Divine Bridegroom, to serve Him in His vineyard.
 It is a free choice of God. He calls whom so ever He wills. From birth you
 have been separated by God from the multitudes. He says, even before youwere in your mother’s womb I have chosen you. And when you appeared
 on the leaf of the Book of Life He stopped a while and felt attracted towards
 you. He smiled at you, and fell in love with you. You are the object of Hislove. It is Jesus who has brought you out from the world and placed you in
 this holy house. How much do you value this house?”16
 On another occasion during the vestition ceremony, in May 1943, the
 homilist informed Mgr Mascarenhas at the last moment that owing to a road-accident he could not come over. Undisturbed, father rose to the occasion
 and began the homily with these words: “Children, you have come here this
 evening with great joy and expectations. Every morning when you come tothe chapel, do so with joy and expectations. Every morning when you come
 to the chapel, do so with joy and bring along with you the fruits of your
 little sacrifices. Grind them well with a spirit of prayer and use the oil whichyou get in the process, to burn the lamp of your vocation, day after day. Let
 it burn bright for your Divine Bridegroom all the time.”17
 Mgr Raymond Mascarenhas utilized all the opportunities to sow theseed of vocation. Even as an assistant parish priest his love for children and
 the Mother of God tempted him to start two sodalities for boys and girls
 respectively, which became the nurseries for many vocations to priestly andreligious life18. As a parish priest of Bendur, he availed himself to direct retreats
 to the parish and school children.
 Indeed, Mgr Mascarenhas was a true disciple of Jesus who had a broadvision and a profound concern to gather workers to labour in the vineyard of
 the Lord. In his encounter with Jesus, the Lord of the harvest, the reflections
 on the Word of God, “The harvest is rich but the labourers are few” (Mt9:37), gave him a momentum to direct and encourage disciples to priesthood
 and religious life. His zeal for the extension of God’s Kingdom and to nurture
 vocations should be an example and inspiration for us, in our ministry ofvocation animation.
 16 Bertha, BS, From the Lips of the Founder, 7817 Bertha, BS, From the Lips of the Founder, 29018 D’Souza, Violette, BS, Unless the Seed Die, 16
 ,
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 Ms Judith Mascarenhas, Mgr Mascarenhas’ god-
 child, a former city’s Dy mayor and corporator, at the
 Symposium in 2010, elaborated on ‘Contribution of
 Servant of God Monsignor Mascarenhas to the
 development of Dakshina Kannada district especially
 for the empowerment of women.’ This article is an
 eye opener on how this great son of the soil
 contributed to the church as well as civil society in
 unparalleled ways of the time.
 Ms Judith, a renowned social worker of Mangalore is a person of
 deep Christian faith and an agent of interreligious harmony and peace.
 When Fr RFC embraced baby Judith as his god-child, he must have
 breathed his spirit in to her, which runs through her veins, as live wire
 even now. Ms Judith Mascarenhas, a woman of valor may be rightly
 called as ‘Judith the valiant’ as Mgr RFC would address her.
 CONTRIBUTION OF SERVANT OF GODRAYMOND FC MASCARENHAS TO THE
 DEVELOPMENT OF DAKSHINA KANNADAESPECIALLY FOR THE EMPOWERMENT
 OF WOMEN
 Servant of God Raymond F C Mascarenhas, a multifaceted personality
 gifted with rare qualities of mind and heart, inspired by God, was instrumental
 in contributing a mighty lot for the all round development of not only the
 different districts of Karnataka State but also of other Indian States, like,
 Goa, Mysore, Kerala, Maharashtra, Jharkhand, Orissa and other North Eastern
 States. Nevertheless, I have to restrict myself only to his work for Dakshina
 Kannada with special reference for the empowerment of women.
 In the early twentieth century and before, though there were women
 who wished to dedicate their lives to God as religious in the service of the
 Church and poor, they were unable to do so because of their economic and
 social condition. Those desirous of joining religious Congregations were
 required to have done high school and bring a dowry with them, as they
 Ms JudithMascarenhas
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 would have if they married. Mgr Raymond was deeply pained to see the
 distress of many young women who had genuine vocation to religious life,
 but could not get entry into the then existing Congregations. He also knew
 of more than a couple of dedicated spinster women who would be ideal to
 lay the foundation of an indigenous religious Congregation for women, to
 fulfill this need and thus help to realize his vision of a religious institute which
 would accept poor and even illiterate women who had a genuine vocation
 to dedicate their lives completely to the service of God and neighbour as
 religious.
 After much prayer, consultation and deliberation, he finally laid the
 foundation of the Congregation of the Sisters of the Little Flower of Bethany,
 commonly known as the Bethany Sisters, on 16th July 1921, the Feast of
 Our Lady of Mt Carmel, in Bendur Parish, in the Mangalore Diocese of Dakshina
 Kannada. He began the Institute with just four lady teachers of Bendur
 Parish, namely, Marcelline Menezes, Flora Mathias, Alice Mathias and Regina
 Gertrude Gonsalves later renamed as Srs M Martha, M Clare, M Lourdes and
 M Gertrude respectively. This work could be considered as the Magnum
 Opus, the crowning glory of Mgr Raymond’s numerous accomplishments.
 This Institution answered the triple need of that period. First and foremost,
 providing Catholic Education for the poor especially girls. Secondly, presenting
 an opportunity for girls who had genuine vocation to consecrate their lives
 to God as religious, irrespective of their status in society. Thirdly, to provide
 good dedicated qualified permanent teachers to teach in the schools and to
 impart Christian doctrine in schools and parishes in the rural areas.
 This was indeed a milestone not only for the empowerment of women
 but more so for the development of D K through their totally committed
 service for the all round education of the rural poor specially girls who were
 totally disregarded and neglected. The general thinking of the time as well
 as slogan was –why educate girls if they are to be married off and their role
 is to attend to their husband, husband’s family, house, children, kitchen
 etc., “Educate a woman and you have educated a family.” Hence the Bethany
 Sisters were to concentrate on education especially that of girls in the rural
 areas where there were no schools at all. Thus through the Bethany Sisters
 he was able to realize his vision and dream for the development of not only
 women but also of all the poor, marginalized, down-trodden and needy
 throughout the district, irrespective of caste and creed.
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 Mgr Raymond was appointed as parish priest of Udyavar in 1903 where
 the majority of the people were very poor farmers who lived in small huts
 which used to be washed away during the floods in the rainy season. Fr
 Raymond helped these farmers to build their houses with strong foundations.
 In the midst of hardships and at great personal sacrifice he acquired three
 acres of land and built a monumental beautiful church edifice here, meeting
 the expenses through loans which he later paid off on his own even after
 he was transferred from there in 1910. Suffice it to say that his ministry at
 Udyavar was a story by itself. In the words of Mgr Denis Prabhu, our present
 Vicar General, he could be likened to the Cure of Ars, St John Marie Vianney
 walking through the streets, paddy fields and river banks serving the people
 who led a hand-to-mouth existence relying totally on agriculture and fishing.
 His next assignment was to the vast parish of Agrar where also he
 laboured selflessly and untiringly. When epidemics of small pox and cholera
 broke out in the villages, he visited the families with great compassion and
 heroic love providing medical and spiritual aid even at midnight. He also
 provided assistance to needy students for their higher education.He organized
 social welfare programmes for the poor and needy of all castes and creeds
 which was very much appreciated by the public at large who referred to him
 as a Father of the poor.
 In 1914 Mgr Raymond was appointed as the parish priest of St Sebastian
 Church at Bendur, then a barren, God forsaken, unwanted area outside
 Mangalore town. For 17 years he toiled tirelessly to build up this parish from
 scratch and brought life to dead bones. Realizing that Catholic education
 mainly for the poor is the backbone of real development he set up St Sebastian
 Elementary School for boys and St Margaret Mary Elementary School for girls
 at Bendur and St Joseph’s Elementary School at Kankanady. The flourishing,
 vibrant Bendur Parish with its numerous illustrious educational, social and
 pastoral institutions, organizations, societies, associations and so on and so
 forth arose from a despised area because of the dedicated zeal and untiring
 efforts of Fr Raymond who literally pitched his tent there, planted the first
 seed and nurtured it lovingly and tenderly for the difficult first seventeen
 years till it had grown strong and firm. He did everything to make it a parish
 par excellence. Isn’t this another of his Magnum Opus?
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 S D Raymond worked for the people in several other capacities, namely,
 as President of the Roman Catholic Pioneer Fund to initiate and encourage
 people to save money for a rainy day even though in small pigmy amounts.
 He was one of the founders of the Catholic Board of Education and worked
 as its vice president till 1941. He was also the President of the Catholic
 Association of South Kanara form
 1931 to 1941. In 1931 Bishop Victor
 Fernandes appointed him as Vicar
 General of the Mangalore Diocese in
 which office he devoted his
 attention to the welfare of the
 whole diocese, comprised of
 Dakshina Kannada, Udupi and a part
 of Kerala.
 The first unit of St Vincent de Paul Society in D K was started in
 Bendur Parish in 1926 through lay people with the full support, encouragement
 and involvement of Fr Raymond. This has now units in almost every parish of
 DK and works for the uplift of the poor and needy.
 The plight of the poor and of women in particular affected him the
 most. He took their hopes and aspirations, struggles and pains, joys and
 sorrows as part and parcel of his priestly vocation. Many a girl who was
 denied admission in other religious Congregations because of lack of education
 and money was accorded a warm welcome to Bethany by its Founder Mgr
 Raymond. These, after proper spiritual and educational training and guidance
 became harbingers of the Word of God in far flung neglected rural areas,
 raising them from their misery to better living both economically as well as
 socially by varied employment schemes. He opened orphanages at Kinnigoly
 and Gurpur so that the poor children could be fed, looked after and educated
 and thus be empowered. He led and taught his Bethany Sisters to go into
 neglected areas where no one wanted to go.
 In the midst of his work and worries the young Vicar found time to
 acquire lands for future parishes of Siddakatte, Nirkan, Alipade and many
 more too. His God given gifts and flair won him the reputation as a great
 builder not only of churches and constructions of cement, iron and stone
 but more especially of active dynamic walking living buildings of flesh, bone
 As the director of Roman CatholicPioneer Fund
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 Favours Receivedand blood from women who have been wrongly termed as the ‘weaker
 sex’.
 The establishment of a handloom weaving industry in Bethany was his
 idea of scoring two objectives, namely imparting training in a trade to aspiring
 youngsters, including inmates of Bethany, in the art of handloom weaving.
 Secondly it would be income generating too for the Institution. In 1922 he
 started the first Industrial school for girls in D K at Bendur, namely, the St
 Martha’s Industrial School, for the purpose of training women for self-
 employment resulting in their consequent empowerment and self-reliance.
 After SD Raymond’s retirement as Vicar General in 1941, he devoted
 his full attention to the growth of the Bethany Congregation he had founded.
 He directed it to venture into new rural underdeveloped areas and involve
 in pastoral, social and educational activities laying great emphasis on the
 education of women in particular. In 1941 the first high school of the
 Congregation was opened at Kinnigoly for girls. In 1945 the Junior Grade
 Teacher Training School for women was started at Kinnikambla, D K to
 prepare lady teachers to staff the various schools spread all over the rural
 areas in D K thus fulfilling a great need in the educational field for the all
 round development of D K
 Convents and schools were established at Puttur, Kokkada, Balkunje,
 Bajpe, Uppinangady, Kinnigoly, Permannur, Kulshekar, Gurpur, Bantwal,
 Taccode, Borimar, Mulki, Karkal and Sampaje.In 1948 the Bethany Educational
 Society was formed and registered.
 In 1949 for the first time in the history of D K the four gospels was
 translated into Konkani by SD Raymond. In 1952 the whole New Testament
 was translated and published. In 1954 he had finished the translation of 5
 books of the Old Testament into Konkani. This he did as a means to empower
 the poor and simple people with the powerful transforming Word of God.
 SD Raymond can truly be called the pioneer of the spiritual, social,
 educational and economic renaissance and progress in Dakshina Kannada.
 He greatly desired to continue God’s salvific plan in the socio-economic
 context of D K. With the fire of Divine love he consistently and constantly
 toiled might and main for the total emancipation and development of the
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 underprivi leged, i l l iterate and
 backward sections of society. He
 took the initiative in establishing
 educational Institutions in the
 vernacular in the remote villages of
 Karnataka. He also started vocational
 training institutions for poor women
 to make them self-reliant. People
 were amazed when Fr Raymond started cottage industries especially weaving
 centers for girls who were school drop-outs and women. His ventures in
 agriculture in barren land produced rich harvests and eased the food problem
 especially during the critical period of the Second World War. All these
 ventures are examples of his farsightedness and sensitivity towards the needs
 of the marginalized. Mgr Raymond inspired, guided and animated his
 Congregation in its growth and expansion for the span of four decades. The
 Institute founded and nurtured by him has now become a Pontifical and
 international Congregation with 168 convents in almost all the States of
 India and also in Italy, Germany, France, Belgium, Senegal and Mauritania.
 Vocations to the Bethany Institute have increased three fold.
 Servant of God Raymond was an embodiment of the compassionate
 love of Jesus. He preached the Good News by immersing himself in the lives
 of the suffering people and engaged in creative ministries which brought
 them liberation from the oppressive shackles of illiteracy and poverty. The
 pastoral, educational, social and medical ministries that the Servant of God
 initiated in the areas wherein he himself served or through his Bethany
 Sisters brought new life to the area and its people. In short his aim of
 education for fullness of life was realized, making a difference in the lives of
 women and rural people and contributing immensely to the transformation
 of Dakshina Kannada and the empowerment of women.
 Allow me to end with the words of Mgr Raymond himself: “Do well
 whatever you do; do it for God and God alone, and your life will be a continual
 canticle of praise, a continual Gloria Patri.” Yes, the work begun and established
 by the Servant of God Raymond F C Mascarenhas is and will continue to be
 a continual Canticle of Praise till the end of time.
 St Martha’s Industrial School, Bendur
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 Gift of a Child
 We, Anil and Janet, belong to Kanajar parish. We have been marriedfor 10 years but did not have a child. We were desperate and desirous ofhaving a child. On one occasion we had been to Moodubelle church andaccidentally happened to meet Sr Elnora from Loretto Convent, Moodubelle.We shared our sorrow with her. She listened to our agony and assured usher prayers. She also explained to us about the Servant of God Mgr RFCMascarenhas, the Founder of Bethany and his powerful intercession. Shealso gave us the novena leaflet and asked us to pray for the gift of a child toGod through his intercession. We left for Dubai with much hope and joy inour hearts.
 Within a year we were blessed with a beautiful baby boy through theintercession of Mgr Raymond Mascarenhas. We lift our grateful hearts toGod for this gift and all those who joined us in prayer especially Sr Elnora,and my sister Babita.
 Anil and Janet, Kanajar
 Prayers Answered
 Favours Received
 Thank you very
 much for praying for my
 speedy recovery. Al lyour prayers to Jesus
 through the
 Compassionate Pastor,Servant of God
 Raymond Mascarenhas
 were heard. I will prayfor his Beatification and also make him known to all, the favour that I received.
 Mrs Francisca Phillip, Advocate, Mumbai
 Last year in the month of August, we were facing severe droughthere. I prayed to Mgr RFC Mascarenhas and we had a few good showers forwhich I am really grateful to God and also to the Servant of God, RaymondMascarenhas.
 Fr Joseph Antony Xavier, SVDCatholic Church, Bhadra, Bolangir, Orissa
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 2007/17 Heartfelt thanks to Mgr RFC Mascarenhas for the favours received.
 - Sr Fidelia, Kulshekar
 2007/18 Thanks to Mgr Raymond FC Mascarenhas for the cure of my son.
 - John Baptist, Ludhiana
 2007/19 Thanks to Mgr Raymond FC Mascarenhas for granting me a
 miraculous cure.
 - Fr Geo Payyapilly (Biographer of Mgr Raymond), Calicut
 2008/1 Thanks to Mgr RFC Mascarenhas for the favours received.
 - Sr Elsie, BS, Pithoragarh
 2008/2 My sincere thanks for favours received through the intercession
 of Mgr RFC Mascarenhas.
 - Sr Blandine
 2008/3 Sincere thanks to Mgr Raymond FC Mascarenhas for the successful
 surgery on my knees.
 - Sr Gratian, Kulshekar
 2008/4 Sincere thanks to Mgr RFC Mascarenhas for the favours received.
 - Sr Victoria, Ankola
 2008/5 Received favours through the intercession of Mgr RFC Mascarenhas.
 My sincere thanks to him. I regret for the delay in publication.
 - A devotee, Belman Parish
 2008/6 Thanks to Mgr RFC Mascarenhas for favours received.
 - A devotee, Bendur
 2008/7 Two persons have received favours through the intercession of
 Mgr RFC Mascarenhas. Their sincere thanks to him.
 - Sr Beningus, BS & Community, Mauritania, Africa
 2008/8 Through the intercession of Mgr Raymond FC Mascarenhas, my
 sister’s grandchildren secured very good jobs. My sincere thanks
 to him.
 - Sr Avina, BS, Shantibastwad
 Favours ReceivedFavours Received in 2007-2008 through theIntercession of the Servant of God RaymondFC Mascarenhas and Published in Raknno,the Konkani Weekly of Mangalore Diocese
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