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Question 7: Looking back at your preliminary task (the school magazine task), what do you feel you have learnt in the progression from it to the main task?

Page 2
                        

Comparing my school magazine task…

Page 3
                        

You can clearly see that my skills have developed since I created my prelim magazine…
 So what exactly have I learnt?

Page 4
                        

Research and planning.
 When doing my research and planning for my preliminary magazine task, the only research and planning I did was look at other versions of people’s prelim magazine task. This was clearly not enough research and planning as you can see how advanced my skills have become now after doing a lot of planning and research. My prelim magazine task was very basic.
 The image on the right shows the little amount of research I did for my prelim task.
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However……when it came to producing my final product, I put in a lot of research and planning to ensure that I created the best magazine possible.
 I started by looking at and analysing existing professional magazines such as Q, NME and Rolling Stone. These were the three magazines I was basing my magazine upon. I looked at all their covers, contents pages and double page spreads. It was very time consuming but I knew that it would be really useful for when I would come to making my product as the genre of these magazines were the same genre as I was portraying. They all helped me in developing my ideas when it came to my flat planning, it also helped me decide what to include my magazine as I had to attract and appeal to a certain target audience/social group. I could also refer back to these particular magazines whilst working through mine to compare and think of new ideas.
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Some research and planning…

Page 7
                        

What else I did…I made sure that I did plenty of audience research so that I knew what my social group would be looking for in a magazine that would appeal to them. This helped me understand my target audience a lot more as well as understanding how to create and design my magazine to appeal to them.I interviewed some of my audience to find out what they liked and didn’t like about some professional magazines which had the same genre as the one I was portraying. This was extremely useful as I had more of an insight on how to design my cover, contents page and double page spread.
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The next thing I did was I started researching into doing the photography, test shots and flat plans. With the knowledge of the research I’d done previously, it had already helped me making the future planning a lot easier. It had helped me understand my target audience a lot more and therefore I knew what information I would have to use and base my magazine on, however, when it came to thinking of the sell lines on my magazine, I was rather taken back as I struggled to constantly think of new information to include as I was purely making it up, but in this I created sell lines based on what came into mind as I went along.
 After a lot of research and planning, my final product started to look a lot more In the lines of professional magazines which was great and I knew my planningand research definitely paid off. It also helped me keep my time management in line since I stuck to the deadlines I was given and used my time wisely.
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Construction.
 When it came to producing my magazine for the prelim task, the photography, writing and model poses were very basic and very school-like. Straight away my model performed normal, plain poses with just average styling done to them. When the image I chose was placed onto the cover, the surroundings were also very basic and therefore this did not create a sense of professionalism at all.
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However…
 For my final product, I took all of my images in a studio, however, they all varied due to the use of props, angles and poses. I also used three models which gave me a variety and allowed me to conjure up new stories throughout my magazine. They were all at a similar age and social group which allowed me to style them in a particular way. This was a huge improvement to how I prepared my models in the prelim task. Also unlike the prelim task, I planned where they were going to be shot, what time, what they were going to wear, what props would be used if they were in need, how they would pose, their make-up. I knew this would benefit me and my magazine as it made me a lot more organised and I had a lot more control over the time management.
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Page layout…
 Comparing my prelim to my final product, I had very little sell lines on the prelim which automatically reduced the quality and professionalism to the magazine. However I did like the idea of advertising a competition on one of the sell lines and therefore I took this idea forward. On my final product, my cover’s page layout consisted of a lot more sell lines and this made the magazine look more professional, I included a banner at the bottom also to name a few acts which would feature inside. I also liked the use of my font on my final product as it was bold and suited the genre a lot more, however the font I used for my prelim task suited the genre of that magazine also.
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For the contents page, I think the prelim magazine did look extremely unprofessional, I didn’t use much of the space and the text was rather boring. The font could of also been a little smaller, however, the thing I liked about the contents was the image that I had placed in the bottom right, it blended in with the background which made it look good. When making my final product I had to take all of this into consideration and I tried avoiding the mistakes I knew I had made in the prelim task.

Page 13
                        

For my final front cover, I made sure I included a lot of sell lines, which would make the magazine look like it really was worth the price. I used fonts that would suit the genre of the magazine and made sure that the main image was eye catching and would attract the reader, not only that, I made sure the model was wearing a certain style of clothing and make-up which would suit the genre of the magazine and the social group/target audience I was aiming to appeal to.
 For the contents page, I think I made the most improvement on as I tried to include more than one image, add a little more colour and a nice balance between text and image which is what I did not achieve on my prelim task. Two models were also used on the contents page which gave it some variety. I made sure that I included enough pages on the contents part and that I also had sections where I could talk about contests and competitions which I knew would automatically attract the reader.
 Creating a double page spread was slightly different for me as I did not create one in the prelim task, so this gave me a challenge as I had nothing to compare from that I’d previously made and did not know what to improve on, however, with the guidance from similar magazines, I created a double page spread which was at the same quality as my cover and contents page. I had kept in mind everything I had learned from making the other two and placed that into making my double page spread.
 Overall I am extremely happy with my final product, I have gained a lot of new skills and techniques during the process of making my magazines. I have learnt a lot more about Photoshop, InDesign, how to use and be more familiar with MAC computers and plenty of new websites such as Blogger and Prezi.
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Final Product.
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