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Political attitudes and electoral behaviour:the role of political institutions
 Jacques Thomassen
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Content
 1. Progress study of political attitudes and electoral behaviour:a. Comparative research b. Impact of political institutions
 2. Major studies of comparative electoral researcha. European voterb. Comparative Study of Electoral Systems (CSES)
 3. Book project4. Illustration of research design
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A short history of election studies in Europe
 1. Early studies from 1950s onwards1. Set up as time series2. Based on common theoretical framework and
 methodology (Michigan school)2. Proliferation election studies3. Hardly comparative research
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Why comparative electoral research?
 1. Generalization: comparative analysis opens the door to discovering
 whether theories developed in one context are equally valid in another
 context.
 2. To study the effect of different system characteristics on the attitudes
 and behaviour of individuals:
 ‘The essential uniqueness of political science is to be found in the need
 to understand the contributions, the roles and the impact of the
 institutions of politics and government. In the study of mass behavior it is
 the impact of institutions on the attitudes and behavior of citizens that is
 of central interest’. (Warren Miller 1994: 256)
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Comparative electoral research: major breakthroughs
 1. End of 1980s: ICORE (International committee for Research into Elections and Representative Democracy)
 2. European Voter projectAim: testing two alternative models of party choice: modernization (= generalization) vs political institutions
 3. The Comparative Study of Electoral Systems (CSES)Aim: to explore to what extent different institutional arrangements affect the attitudes and behaviours of individual voters. How otherwise comparable citizens behave when operating under different institutional constraints.
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CSES
 Established in 1994
 Participants: National Election Studies
 Macro- and micro-level data;
 10 minutes module in national election studies across the world
 Four successive modules
 Over 50 countries
 Website: http://www.cses.org/
 Book series
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Book series
 Publisher: Oxford University Press
 Hans-Dieter Klingemann (ed.), The Comparative Study of Electoral
 Systems
 Russell J. Dalton and Christopher Anderson (eds.), Citizens, Context,
 and Choice
 Russell J. Dalton, David M.Farrell and Ian McAllister, Political Parties
 and Democratic Linkages. How Parties Organize Democracy
 Jacques Thomassen (ed.), Elections and Representative Democracy.
 Representation and Accountability

Page 8
                        

General research design CSES
 b c
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General research design CSES
 b c/C
 A
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General research design CSES
 b c/C
 A
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The CSES research design
 .
 Macro-characteristics
 Micro-level independent
 variables
 Micro-level dependent variables
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CSES Module 2
 ‘ The key theoretical question to be addressed by the second module is the contrast between the view that elections are a mechanism to hold government accountable and the view that they are a mean to ensure that citizens' views and interests are properly represented in the democratic process. It is intended to explore how far this contrast and its embodiment in institutional structures influences vote choice and satisfaction with democracy.’
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Two views on the function of elections
 1. Function of elections?
 2. Elections as instruments of democracy
 3. Assess how well they function as instruments of democracy.
 4. Instruments of democracy: instrumental in linking the preferences of the people to the behaviour of policy makers.
 5. Linking ...?
 6. Subject of normative theories of political representation
 7. Political representation essentially contested concept; different views on the function of elections:
 - majoritarian view: selecting government
 - consensus view: selection representative legislature
 8. P
 9. olitical representation and accountability: the function of elections and the role of institutions
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Function of elections: majoritarian view
 Selection of government Concentration of power elected majority Accountable to (majority of) electorate
 Requirement 1: clarity of responsibility Who responsible for government policy Alternative government identifiable
 Requirement 2: voters’ sanction effective Condition: majoritarian system
 - Clear choice between two (groeps of) parties- Winning party takes over government responsibility
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Function of electionsThe consensus (proportional) view
 Elect parliament as representative as possible of the people
 Multi-party system coalition governments
 No coercive relation between outcome election and government
 formation
 Government responsibility blurred
 Power sharing
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Embodiment of two views on the function of elections
 ‘It is intended to explore how far this contrast and its embodiment in institutional structures influences vote choice and satisfaction with democracy.’
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Majoritarian vs Consensus model
 Majoritarian Model/ Westminster model
 1.Concentration of executive power: one-party and bare majority cabinets.
 2.Cabinet dominance
 3.Two-party system
 4.Majoritarian and disproportional system of elections
 5.Interest group pluralism
 6.Unitary and centralized government
 7.Concentration legislative power in unicameral legislature
 8.Constitutional flexibility
 9.Absence of judicial review
 10.Central bank controlled by executive
 Consensus model
 1.Executive power sharing: broad coalition cabinets
 2.Executive-legislative balance of power
 3.Multiparty system
 4.Proportional representation
 5.Interest group corporatism
 6.Federal and decentralized government
 7.Strong bicameralism
 8.Constitutional rigidity
 9.Judicial review
 10.Central bank independence
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Two models of democracy: which model serves democracy best?
 Question impossible to answer? ‘Empirical predictions about the nature of the citizen-policymaker relationship will focus on dissimilar dependent variables and not realy be alternative theories about achieving the same goal’(Powell 2000:7).
 Test each model in its own right Accountability Representativeness
 Transform dependent variables into independent variables:Lijphart: consensus democracies ‘kindler, gentler’:
 - women better represented- representation in general better- turnout higher- citizens more satisfied with democratic performance
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The CSES research design
 .
 Macro-characteristics
 •Majoritarian vs consensual model of democracy
 Micro-level independent variables
 •Perceptions governmentperformance (retrospective)•Policy preferences (prospective)
 •Perceptions accountability•Perceptions representation
 Micro-level dependent variables
 •Party/candidate choice
 •Satisfaction with democracy
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Political Institutions- Majoritarian- Consensual
 Perceptions- Accountability- Representativeness
 Evaluations Satisfaction with democracy
 Figure 1 Research Design
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Q8 ‘On the whole, are you very satisfied, fairly satisfied, not satisfied, or not at all satisfied with the way democracy works in {country}?’
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Q10 ‘Some people say that no matter who people vote for, it won’t make a difference to what happens. Others say that who people vote for can make a difference to what happens. Using the scale on this card, (where ONE means that voting won’t make a difference to what happens and FIVE means that voting can make a difference) where would you place yourself?’
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Q15 ‘Thinking about how elections in {country} work in practice, how well do elections ensure that the views of voters are represented by MPs: very well, quite well, not very well, or not well at all?’
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Political Institutions- Majoritarian- Consensual
 Perceptions- Accountability- Representativeness
 Evaluations Satisfaction with democracy
 Figure 1 Research Design
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Table 1 Constitutional design and age of democracy
  
 Constitutional design
 Age Proportional Mixed Majoritarian
 Old Belgium 2003Denmark 2001Finland 2003Germany 2002Iceland 2003Ireland 2002Israel 2003New Zealand 2002Portugal 2002Portugal 2005Spain 2004Sweden 2002Switzerland 2003
 Japan 2004 Australia 2004Britain 2005Canada 2004France 2002United States 2004
 New Brazil 2002Bulgaria 2001Chili 2005Poland 2001Romania 2004Slovenia 2004
 AlbaniaCzech Republic 2002Hong Kong 2004Hungary 2002Mexico 2003Philippines 2003Russia 2004Taiwan 2001
 Kyrgystan 2005
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Figure 3 Satisfaction with democracy, by election
 0 20 40 60 80 100percent
 Bulgaria 2001Brazil 2002
 Mexico 2003Israel 2003
 Poland 2001Hong Kong 2004
 Czech Republic 2002Portugal 2005Hungary 2002
 Germany 2002Britain 2005
 Portugal 2002Philippines 2004
 France 2002Taiwan 2001Japan 2004
 New Zealand 2002Iceland 2003Finland 2003
 Belgium 2003Canada 2004Sweden 2002
 Spain 2004Switzerland 2003
 United States 2004Australia 2004
 Ireland 2002Denmark 2001
 Source: CSES Module 2, April 2006
 not at all not very
 fairly very
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0 20 40 60 80 100percent
 Bulgaria 2001Brazil 2002
 Mexico 2003Israel 2003
 Poland 2001Hong Kong 2004
 Czech Republic 2002Portugal 2005Hungary 2002
 Germany 2002Britain 2005
 Portugal 2002Philippines 2004
 France 2002Taiwan 2001Japan 2004
 New Zealand 2002Iceland 2003Finland 2003
 Belgium 2003Canada 2004Sweden 2002
 Spain 2004Switzerland 2003
 United States 2004Australia 2004
 Ireland 2002Denmark 2001
 Source: CSES Module 2, April 2006
 Does it make a difference whom one votes for?
 won't make a difference 2
 3 4
 can make a difference
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0 20 40 60 80 100percent
 Bulgaria 2001Brazil 2002
 Mexico 2003Israel 2003
 Poland 2001Hong Kong 2004
 Czech Republic 2002Portugal 2005Hungary 2002
 Germany 2002Britain 2005
 Portugal 2002Philippines 2004
 France 2002Taiwan 2001Japan 2004
 New Zealand 2002Iceland 2003Finland 2003
 Belgium 2003Canada 2004Sweden 2002
 Spain 2004Switzerland 2003
 United States 2004Australia 2004
 Ireland 2002Denmark 2001
 Source: CSES Module 2, April 2006
 How well do elections ensure that the viewsof voters are represented by MP's?
 not well at all not very well
 fairly well very well
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Political Institutions- Majoritarian- Consensual
 Perceptions- Accountability- Representativeness
 Evaluations Satisfaction with democracy
 Figure 1 Research Design
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Figure 2 Analytical scheme
   Perception of political accountability
 low high
 Perception of representa-tiveness
 low 
 low satisfaction intermediate
 high 
 intermediate high satisfactionfi
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Analytical scheme: Hungary
   Perception of accountability
 low high
 Perception of representa- tiveness
 low 
 28% (very) satisfied
 36%
 high 
 50% 63%fi
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  Accountability   Accountability
 Bulgaria   Low High Czech Rep   Low High
 Representativeness Low 0.22(173)
 0.22(200)
 Representativeness Low 0.36(288)
 0.36(242)
 High 0.32(103)
 0.30(306)
 High 0.62(71)
 0.74(150)
                
 France   Low High Germany   Low High
 Representativeness Low 0.36(169)
 0.49(213)
 Representativeness Low 0.35(746)
 0.51(512)
 High 0.57(204)
 0.69(386)
 High 0.69(299)
 0.69(389)
                
 Hungary   Low High Ireland   Low High
 Representativeness Low 0.28(115)
 0.36(407)
 Representativeness Low 0.60(291)
 0.71(459)
 High 0.50(80)
 0.63(498)
 High 0.90(333)
 0.90(1044)
                
 Israel   Low High Mexico   Low High
 Representativeness Low 0.25(130)
 0.32(454)
 Representativeness Low 0.21(387)
 0.31(527)
 High 0.31(93)
 0.44(419)
 High 0.39(315)
 0.42(518)
 Average Satisfaction with Democracy, by Perception of Accountability and Perception of Representativeness
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Table 2 Evaluations and perceptions of democracy at the micro level
 Satisfaction with democracy
 Perceived accountability 0.22 (0.03)
 Perceived representation 1.09 (0.03)
 Accountability*representation 0.15 (0.04)
 n = 39.817 Pseudo R2 = 0.04
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Table 3 Constitutional design
 Perceived accountability
 Perceived representation
 Satisfaction with democracy
 Proportional 0.24 (0.02) 0.10 (0.02) –0.21 (0.02)
 Mixed –0.02 (0.02) –0.12 (0.03) –0.56 (0.03)
 n = Pseudo R2 =
 39,8170.00
 39,8170.00
 39,8170.00

Page 35
                        

Table 4 Age of democracy
 Perceived accountability
 Perceived representation
 Satisfaction with democracy
 New democracy 0.06 (0.02) –0.29 (0.02) –0.95 (0.02)
 n = Pseudo R2 =
 39,8170.00
 39,8170.00
 39,8170.02
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Table 5 Constitutional design, excluding new democracies and mixed design
 Perceived accountability
 Perceived representation
 Satisfaction with democracy
 Proportional 0.22 (0.02) 0.22 (0.03) 0.04 (0.03)
 n = Pseudo R2 =
 27,5470.00
 27,5470.00
 27,5470.00
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Table 6 Evaluations, perceptions and constitutional design (excluding new democracies and mixed design)
 Satisfaction with democracy
 Proportional design –0.04 (0.02)
 Perceived accountability 0.31 (0.03)
 Perceived representation 1.30 (0.04)
 Accountability*representation 0.13 (0.05)
 n = 27,547 Pseudo R2 = 0.06
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Political Institutions- Majoritarian- Consensual
 Perceptions- Accountability- Representativeness
 Evaluations Satisfaction with democracy
 Figure 1 Research Design
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Comparative research and institutions
 1. ‘The essential uniqueness of political science is to be found in the need to understand the contributions, the roles and the impact of the institutions of politics and government. In the study of mass behavior it is the impact of institutions on the attitudes and behavior of citizens that is of central interest’. (Warren Miller 1994: 256)
 2. Aim of Comparative Study of Electoral Systems (CSES)to explore to what extent different institutional arrangements affect the attitudes and behaviours of individual voters. How otherwise comparable citizens behave when operating under different institutional constraints.
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