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Philosophy E166: Ethical Theory
 Week Seven: Locke and Hume on
 Egoism and Determinism
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Perceived Hobbesian Threat
 to Ethics
 The Christian
 Response
 Hobbes’s True
 PositionLocke’s Position
 Materialism, naturalism
 Dualism, supernaturalism
 Unorthodox Christianity
 Mysterianism, nonreductivism
 Atheism Voluntarism or intellectualism
 Secularism moralism
 Intellectualism
 Psychological egoism
 Existence of morality and altruism, with God’s help
 Compatibility of egoism and morality
 ??
 Relativism Moral objectivity Distinction between divine justice & human justice, natural law & civil law
 ??
 Determinism Libertarianism Metaphysical compatibilism
 ??
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Locke’s Response to the Threat from Determinism
 • Locke’s response was compatibilism, as was Hobbes’s
 • Locke’s version of compatibilism is slightly different from Hobbes’s
 • Locke doesn’t think that liberty applies to the will, but to the willing agent
 • Hobbes seems to think this as well, but does not ordinarily emphasize it, and not like Locke does
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Liberty of the Person, Not of the Will
 • Locke says that we should talk about the liberty of the person, and not the liberty of the person’s will.
 • Liberty is having the power to perform or to forbear from performing whatever it is that one has the preference to do.
 • Locke thought that it didn’t make any sense to talk about freedom of the will, because the will is determined by a person’s preferences.

Page 5
                        

How Can We Be Punished, if Our Actions Are Determined?
 • We make incorrect judgments of good & evil• We can go wrong because are minds are
 constructed to – prefer the pleasure that we can feel at present to the
 pleasure we can only imagine in the future and – discount the pains we imagine given the pains we feel
 • Thus we ignore future rewards and punishments and focus on current pleasures and pains
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Just Punishment Despite Willing What Is Judged Good
 • “… a man may justly incur punishment, though it be certain that, in all the particular actions that he wills, he does, and necessarily does, will that which he then judges to be good. For, though his will be always determined by that which is judged good by his understanding, yet it excuses him not; because, by a too hasty choice of his own making, he has imposed on himself wrong measures of good and evil; which, however false and fallacious, have the same influence on all his future conduct, as if they were true and right.” (II xxi 57)
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Rewards and Punishments in the Afterlife Depend on Understanding
 • “ … whatever false notions, or shameful neglect of what is in their power, may put men out of their way to happiness, and distract them, as we see, into so different courses of life, this yet is certain, that morality, established upon its true foundations, cannot but determine the choice in any one that will but consider: and he that will not be so far a rational creature as to reflect seriously upon infinite happiness and misery, must needs condemn himself as not making that use of his understanding he should.” (II xxi 72)
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Locke Differs from Hobbes on Bramhall’s Problem
 • Bramhall asked how God’s punishments would be just in a deterministic world:– “if there be no liberty, there shall be no day of doom, no
 last judgment, no rewards nor punishments after death. A man can never make himself a criminal if he be not at liberty to commit a crime. No man can be justly punished for doing that which was not in his power to shun. To take away liberty hazards heaven, but undoubtedly it leaves no hell.” (§12 of Bramhall’s discourse)
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Recall Hobbes’s Response Drawn from the Passage in Romans 9
 • Hobbes’s response was voluntaristic: What God says goes
 • Hobbes separates the voluntaristic basis of divine justice from the positivistic basis of human justice:• “[T]he power of God alone without other help is sufficient
 justification of any action he does. That which men make amongst themselves here by pacts and covenants and call by the name of justice, and according whereunto men are counted and termed rightly just or unjust, is not that by which God Almighty’s actions are to be measured or called just, no more than his counsels are to be measured by human wisdom.” (§12 of Hobbes’s Of Liberty and Necessity, p. 22.)
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Locke’s Darwinian Response?
 • Locke’s response would not have be voluntaristic like Hobbes’s• Suggestion: One might be tempted to think of Locke’s very
 response as Darwinian• According to this idea, those whose evil reflects an incorrect
 understanding of the future are simply separated from those who are guided by a correct understanding
 • A “natural survival” of the fittest: survival into Heaven for those fit to be there
 • A natural justice – but not an ordinary retributivism• If this is correct, no idea of moral self-improvement
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Jonathan Edwards vs. John Locke
 • Unfortunately, this sounds like Jonathan Edwards’ Calvinism, not Locke’s theology
 • Edwards’ metaphysics: predestination of the Elect
 • Edwards’ epistemology: based on Locke
 • Empiricist: ideas rooted in experience
 • Locke thought we got simple ideas from sensations and complex ideas from simple ideas, by one of three methods. – Ideas come from sensations – idea of red from red sensations
 – Abstraction of ideas – not a concern here
 – Comparison of ideas – seeing the relationship between two ideas.
 – Compounding of ideas – addition
 • Idea of a horn plus idea of a horse gives idea of unicorn.
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Edwards posited further method to gain spiritual knowledge
 • One of Locke’s arguments against innateness:– “… if a child were kept in a place where he never saw any other but
 black and white till he were a man, he would have no more ideas of scarlet or green, than he that from his childhood never tasted an oyster, or a pine-apple, has of those particular relishes.” (Essay II i 6)
 • Blindness to spiritual qualities like this, says Edwards• Edwards’ idea is that salvation gives rebirth, ability to
 perceive spiritual sentiments• Edwards’ idea is Darwinian – a survival into the afterlife of
 the reborn – the “fittest”• But this is not Locke’s idea – Locke’s seems unthinkingly to
 use a more rudimentary kind of fitness
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 to Ethics
 The Christian
 Response
 Hobbes’s True
 PositionLocke’s Position
 Materialism, naturalism
 Dualism, supernaturalism
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 Intellectualism
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 Compatibility of egoism and morality
 ??
 Relativism Moral objectivity Distinction between divine justice & human justice, natural law & civil law
 ??
 Determinism Libertarianism Metaphysical compatibilism
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The Problem of Egoism
 • Recall the problem of egoism: Where is there room for morality is psychological egoism is true of us?
 • My view is that Hobbes faced this problem squarely, since he was a psychological egoist?
 • His reply was to attempt a reconciliation of egoism and morality – to generate moral norms purely on the basis of self-interest
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Locke’s Theory of Motivation
 • Locke presents an account of motivation in his section on liberty: – Actions depend on will, but what determines the will?– Any mental preference is the result of what he calls “mental
 uneasiness” – The will is determined by whatever creates the greatest uneasiness – Uneasiness comes from pain or the absence of pleasure– Uneasiness is eliminated if the pain that causes it is eliminated, or if
 the pleasure that’s absent is supplied • A consequence of this theory: Locke is a hedonist
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But Is Locke an Egoist Like Hobbes?
 • Hobbes is a hedonist & egoist & says so:– “of the voluntary acts of every man, the object is some good
 to himself”; – “all the voluntary actions of men tend to the benefit of
 themselves”; – “of all voluntary acts, the object is to every man his own
 good.”
 • Locke does not so boldly state an egoist thesis as Hobbes does
 • Still, Locke does set out a view that seems on a natural interpretation egoist by implication– One’s only motive is to get rid of one’s uneasiness
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Locke Seems Vulnerable to Same Criticisms as Hobbes
 • It seems that Locke could be vulnerable to same criticisms as Hobbes
 • Shaftesbury’s grandson, the 3rd Earl of Shaftesbury (incidentally also named Anthony Ashley Cooper), thought so
 • Locke had tutored him while he lived with his grandfather
 • Shaftesbury’s work was devoted to refuting Hobbes’s egoism, associated it with Locke
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Inconsistency in Locke’s Moral Philosophy?
 • Shaftesbury’s attack is echoed in the belief among many Locke’s scholars that his moral views don’t hold together
 • The natural law theory is seen as incompatible with the hedonism
 • One sees the first in the Second Treatise and the second in the Essay – and it might seem that they are incompatible
 • One explanation: written for different occasions
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Alternative View
 • They are compatible• The natural law theory presents what we know
 when we know the requirements of morality• The hedonism presents how we are motivated
 to conform to what we know to be the requirements of morality
 • We are motivated on this view only in connection with rewards and punishments of the afterlife
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Shaftesbury Rejected Reward & Punishment as Moral Motivation• Shaftesbury rejected reward and
 punishment in the afterlife as moral motivation– likewise public opinion & civil sanction
 • On Shaftesbury’s view, which would seen to be correct, if this were the only motivation, then human beings were incapable of morality
 • Substituted conscience & love of God

Page 21
                        

Is This a Fair Criticism of Locke?
 • Recall the fundamental law of nature:– “being all equal and independent, no one ought to harm
 another in his life, health, liberty, or possessions…”– “Every one, as he is bound to preserve himself, and not
 to quit his station wilfully, so by the like reason, when his own preservation comes not in competition, ought he, as much as he can, to preserve the rest of mankind, and may not, unless it be to do justice on an offender, take away, or impair the life, or what tends to the preservation of the life, the liberty, health, limb, or goods of another”
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Another Motivation?
 • This is the content of morality• Can the only motive for conforming to this be
 desire for reward & fear of punishment?• In an essay written three years after Essay &
 Second Treatise were published, Locke writes:– “Whoever spared a meal to save the life of a starving
 man, much more a friend…but had more and much more lasting pleasure in it than he that eat it. The other's pleasure died as he eat and ended with his meal. But to him that gave it him ‘tis a feast as often as he reflects on it.”
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A Thin Defense
 • The motivation is pleasure, but it is not the motivation of avoiding punishment or receiving a reward
 • This suggests that there are other sorts of pleasure
 • But admittedly this is a thin basis for defending Locke
 • Almost entirely – perhaps entirely – within the Essay, the motivation is reward & punishment
 • Little discussion of motivation in Second Treatise

Page 24
                        

Perceived Hobbesian Threat
 to Ethics
 The Christian
 Response
 Hobbes’s True
 PositionLocke’s Position
 Materialism, naturalism
 Dualism, supernaturalism
 Unorthodox Christianity
 Mysterianism, nonreductivism
 Atheism Voluntarism or intellectualism
 Secularism moralism
 Intellectualism
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 Determinism Libertarianism Metaphysical compatibilism
 Metaphysical compatibilism
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Relativism
 • Given the role of reason, there is little basis to accuse Locke of relativism
 • The fundamental law is a universal law, in that it applies to all
 • That is compatible with Locke’s criticism of a theory of innateness – that not all adhere
 • Already, we have seen a reason that not all adhere – lack of understanding
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Hume on the Confusion of Liberty of Indifference & Liberty of Spontaneity
 • “I believe we may assign the three following reasons for the prevalance of the doctrine of liberty, however absurd it may be in one sense, and unintelligible in any other. First, After we have perform'd any action; tho' we confess we were influenc'd by particular views and motives; `tis difficult for us to persuade ourselves we were govern'd by necessity, and that `twas utterly impossible for us to have acted otherwise; the idea of necessity seeming to imply something of force, and violence, and constraint, of which we are not sensible. Few are capable of distinguishing betwixt the liberty of spontaniety, as it is call'd in the schools, and the liberty of indifference; betwixt that which is oppos'd to violence, and that which means a negation of necessity and causes. The first is even the most common sense of the word; and as `tis only that species of liberty, which it concerns us to preserve, our thoughts have been principally turn'd towards it, and have almost universally confounded it with the other.”
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Hume’s Account
 • Hume’s account of the source of our idea of causality in everything– Experience of constant conjunction– Habit– No awareness of secret powers
 • We see a constant conjunction between motives and actions in ourselves and others
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Necessity Allowed to the Human Will
 • “Now necessity, in both these senses, has universally, tho' tacitely, in the schools, in the pulpit, and in common life, been allow'd to belong to the will of man, and no one has ever pretended to deny, that we can draw inferences concerning human actions, and that those inferences are founded on the experienc'd union of like actions with like motives and circumstances. The only particular in which any one can differ from me, is either, that perhaps he will refuse to call this necessity. But as long as the meaning is understood, I hope the word can do no harm. Or that he will maintain there is something else in the operations of matter.”
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Uniformity in Actions Universally Acknowledged
 • “It is universally acknowledged that there is a great uniformity among the actions of men, in all nations and ages, and that human nature remains still the same, in its principles and operations. The same motives always produce the same actions: The same events follow from the same causes. Ambition, avarice, self-love, vanity, friendship, generosity, public spirit: these passions, mixed in various degrees, and distributed through society, have been, from the beginning of the world, and still are, the source of all the actions and enterprises, which have ever been observed among mankind. Would you know the sentiments, inclinations, and course of life of the Greeks and Romans? Study well the temper and actions of the French and English: You cannot be much mistaken in transferring to the former most of the observations which you have made with regard to the latter. Mankind are so much the same, in all times and places, that history informs us of nothing new or strange in this particular.” (Enquiry Sec. 8, ¶7)
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Limits to Uniformity?
 • “We must not, however, expect that this uniformity of human actions should be carried to such a length as that all men, in the same circumstances, will always act precisely in the same manner, without making any allowance for the diversity of characters, prejudices, and opinions. Such a uniformity in every particular, is found in no part of nature. On the contrary, from observing the variety of conduct in different men, we are enabled to form a greater variety of maxims, which still suppose a degree of uniformity and regularity.”
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Hume’s Argument
 • Hume’s proposal is that we believe in a libertarian sort of free will – liberty of indifference – because we think we have access to a force in natural linking cause and effect that we think is missing from us
 • Hume’s acknowledges that it is missing from us• But Hume argues that it is also missing from nature• And what we see in nature – uniformity rather than
 a force – is the same thing we see in ourselves
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Hume Turns the Tables on His Opponent
 • “Let no one, therefore, put an invidious construction on my words, by saying simply, that I assert the necessity of human actions, and place them on the same footing with the operations of senseless matter. I do not ascribe to the will that unintelligible necessity, which is suppos'd to lie in matter. But I ascribe to matter, that intelligible quality, call it necessity or not, which the most rigorous orthodoxy does or must allow to belong to the will. I change, therefore, nothing in the receiv'd systems, with regard to the will, but only with regard to material objects….”
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Hume on Confusing the Two “Liberties”
 • Hume says (at Treatise 2.3.2.1) that we tend to confuse (he uses the word “confound”) the one thing with the other, “the liberty of indifference” with “the liberty of spontaneity”:
 • “After we have perform'd any action; tho' we confess we were influenc'd by particular views and motives; `tis difficult for us to persuade ourselves we were govern'd by necessity, and that `twas utterly impossible for us to have acted otherwise; the idea of necessity seeming to imply something of force, and violence, and constraint, of which we are not sensible. “
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The Source of the Confusion
 • “The first [liberty of spontaneity] is even the most common sense of the word; and as `tis only that species of liberty, which it concerns us to preserve, our thoughts have been principally turn'd towards it, and have almost universally confounded it with the other.”
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Two Definitions of Cause
 • In Treatise 2.3.2.4, Hume distinguishes “two definitions of cause,” each corresponding to a different definition of “necessity.”
 • “I define necessity two ways, conformable to the two definitions of cause, of which it makes an essential part. I place it either in the constant union and conjunction of like objects, or in the inference of the mind from the one to the other.”
 • He argues that there is in us both “definitions” of cause – constant conjunction and inferability.
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“Definition” of “Liberty”
 • Hume characterizes liberty, “when applied to voluntary actions,” as “a power of acting or not acting, according to the determinations of the will.”
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The Reconciliation• “But to proceed in this reconciling project with regard to the question of
 liberty and necessity; the most contentious question of metaphysics, the most contentious science; it will not require many words to prove, that all mankind have ever agreed in the doctrine of liberty as well as in that of necessity, and that the whole dispute, in this respect also, has been hitherto merely verbal. For what is meant by liberty, when applied to voluntary actions? We cannot surely mean that actions have so little connexion with motives, inclinations, and circumstances, that one does not follow with a certain degree of uniformity from the other, and that one affords no inference by which we can conclude the existence of the other. For these are plain and acknowledged matters of fact. By liberty, then, we can only mean a power of acting or not acting, according to the determinations of the will; that is, if we choose to remain at rest, we may; if we choose to move, we also may. Now this hypothetical liberty is universally allowed to belong to every one who is not a prisoner and in chains. Here, then, is no subject of dispute.”
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Bramhall’s Problems
 • Either human actions are criminal or they are not.• “First, that, if human actions can be traced up, by a
 necessary chain, to the Deity, they can never be criminal; on account of the infinite perfection of that Being from whom they are derived, and who can intend nothing but what is altogether good and laudable.
 • “Or, Secondly, if they be criminal, we must retract the attribute of perfection, which we ascribe to the Deity, and must acknowledge him to be the ultimate author of guilt and moral turpitude in all his creatures.”
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Hume’s Ironical Responses
 • “The answer to the first objection seems obvious and convincing. There are many philosophers who, after an exact scrutiny of all the phenomena of nature, conclude, that the WHOLE, considered as one system, is, in every period of its existence, ordered with perfect benevolence….
 • “The second objection admits not of so easy and satisfactory an answer; nor is it possible to explain distinctly, how the Deity can be the mediate cause of all the actions of men, without being the author of sin and moral turpitude. These are mysteries, which mere natural and unassisted reason is very unfit to handle….”
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Hume on Egoism
 • Rejects one egoistic principle – universal selfishness – as cynical, not based on observation
 • Accepts that a second Hobbist principle – that there is a secret self-interested motivation – is not pernicious but is not borne out by experience – the counterargument is Blackburn’s
 • But there another counterargument, distinguishing the object of a desire from the gratification
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The First Egoistic Principle Hume Considers
 • “There is a principle, supposed to prevail among many, which is utterly incompatible with all virtue or moral sentiment; and as it can proceed from nothing but the most depraved disposition, so in its turn it tends still further to encourage that depravity. This principle is, that all benevolence is mere hypocrisy, friendship a cheat, public spirit a farce, fidelity a snare to procure trust and confidence; and that while all of us, at bottom, pursue only our private interest, we wear these fair disguises, in order to put others off their guard, and expose them the more to our wiles and machinations.”
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Hume Regards it as Pernicious• “What heart one must be possessed of who possesses such
 principles, and who feels no internal sentiment that belies so pernicious a theory, it is easy to imagine: and also what degree of affection and benevolence he can bear to a species whom he represents under such odious colours, and supposes so little susceptible of gratitude or any return of affection. Or if we should not ascribe these principles wholly to a corrupted heart, we must at least account for them from the most careless and precipitate examination. Superficial reasoners, indeed, observing many false pretences among mankind, and feeling, perhaps, no very strong restraint in their own disposition, might draw a general and a hasty conclusion that all is equally corrupted, and that men, different from all other animals, and indeed from all other species of existence, admit of no degrees of good or bad, but are, in every instance, the same creatures under different disguises and appearances.”
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A Second Egoistic Principle• “There is another principle, somewhat resembling the
 former; which has been much insisted on by philosophers, and has been the foundation of many a system; that, whatever affection one may feel, or imagine he feels for others, no passion is, or can be disinterested; that the most generous friendship, however sincere, is a modification of self-love; and that, even unknown to ourselves, we seek only our own gratification, while we appear the most deeply engaged in schemes for the liberty and happiness of mankind. By a turn of imagination, by a refinement of reflection, by an enthusiasm of passion, we seem to take part in the interests of others, and imagine ourselves divested of all selfish considerations: but, at bottom, the most generous patriot and most niggardly miser, the bravest hero and most abject coward, have, in every action, an equal regard to their own happiness and welfare.”
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The Second Principle Not Pernicious
 • “Whoever concludes from the seeming tendency of this opinion, that those, who make profession of it, cannot possibly feel the true sentiments of benevolence, or have any regard for genuine virtue, will often find himself, in practice, very much mistaken. Probity and honour were no strangers to Epicurus and his sect. Atticus and Horace seem to have enjoyed from nature, and cultivated by reflection, as generous and friendly dispositions as any disciple of the austerer schools. And among the modern, Hobbes and Locke, who maintained the selfish system of morals, lived irreproachable lives; though the former lay not under any restraint of religion which might supply the defects of his philosophy.”
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The Difference Between the Two Principles
 • “An epicurean or a Hobbist readily allows, that there is such a thing as a friendship in the world, without hypocrisy or disguise; though he may attempt, by a philosophical chymistry, to resolve the elements of this passion, if I may so speak, into those of another, and explain every affection to be self-love, twisted and moulded, by a particular turn of imagination, into a variety of appearances. But as the same turn of imagination prevails not in every man, nor gives the same direction to the original passion; this is sufficient even according to the selfish system to make the widest difference in human characters, and denominate one man virtuous and humane, another vicious and meanly interested. I esteem the man whose self-love, by whatever means, is so directed as to give him a concern for others, and render him serviceable to society: as I hate or despise him, who has no regard to any thing beyond his own gratifications and enjoyments. In vain would you suggest that these characters, though seemingly opposite, are at bottom the same, and that a very inconsiderable turn of thought forms the whole difference between them. Each character, notwithstanding these inconsiderable differences, appears to me, in practice, pretty durable and untransmutable. And I find not in this more than in other subjects, that the natural sentiments arising from the general appearances of things are easily destroyed by subtile reflections concerning the minute origin of these appearances.”
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The Analogy to Reduction
 • “Does not the lively, cheerful colour of a countenance inspire me with complacency and pleasure; even though I learn from philosophy that all difference of complexion arises from the most minute differences of thickness, in the most minute parts of the skin; by means of which a superficies is qualified to reflect one of the original colours of light, and absorb the others?”
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The Discussion of the Second Principle Is “Speculative”
 • “But though the question concerning the universal or partial selfishness of man be not so material as is usually imagined to morality and practice, it is certainly of consequence in the speculative science of human nature, and is a proper object of curiosity and enquiry. It may not, therefore, be unsuitable, in this place, to bestow a few reflections upon it.”
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The Love of Simplicity• “The most obvious objection to the selfish hypothesis is, that, as it is
 contrary to common feeling and our most unprejudiced notions, there is required the highest stretch of philosophy to establish so extraordinary a paradox. To the most careless observer there appear to be such dispositions as benevolence and generosity; such affections as love, friendship, compassion, gratitude. These sentiments have their causes, effects, objects, and operations, marked by common language and observation, and plainly distinguished from those of the selfish passions. And as this is the obvious appearance of things, it must be admitted, till some hypothesis be discovered, which by penetrating deeper into human nature, may prove the former affections to be nothing but modifications of the latter. All attempts of this kind have hitherto proved fruitless, and seem to have proceeded entirely from that love of simplicity which has been the source of much false reasoning in philosophy. I shall not here enter into any detail on the present subject. Many able philosophers have shown the insufficiency of these systems. And I shall take for granted what, I believe, the smallest reflection will make evident to every impartial enquirer.”

Page 55
                        

Why Simplicity Is Irrelevant – the Man-in-Grief Example
 • “Our predominant motive or intention is, indeed, frequently concealed from ourselves when it is mingled and confounded with other motives which the mind, from vanity or self-conceit, is desirous of supposing more prevalent: but there is no instance that a concealment of this nature has ever arisen from the abstruseness and intricacy of the motive. A man that has lost a friend and patron may flatter himself that all his grief arises from generous sentiments, without any mixture of narrow or interested considerations: but a man that grieves for a valuable friend, who needed his patronage and protection; how can we suppose, that his passionate tenderness arises from some metaphysical regards to a self-interest, which has no foundation or reality? We may as well imagine that minute wheels and springs, like those of a watch, give motion to a loaded waggon, as account for the origin of passion from such abstruse reflections.”

Page 56
                        

Animal Kindness
 • “Animals are found susceptible of kindness, both to their own species and to ours; nor is there, in this case, the least suspicion of disguise or artifice. Shall we account for all their sentiments, too, from refined deductions of self-interest? Or if we admit a disinterested benevolence in the inferior species, by what rule of analogy can we refuse it in the superior?”

Page 57
                        

Love Between the Sexes and Mother Love
 • “Love between the sexes begets a complacency and good-will, very distinct from the gratification of an appetite. Tenderness to their offspring, in all sensible beings, is commonly able alone to counter-balance the strongest motives of self-love, and has no manner of dependance on that affection. What interest can a fond mother have in view, who loses her health by assiduous attendance on her sick child, and afterwards languishes and dies of grief, when freed, by its death, from the slavery of that attendance?”

Page 58
                        

Gratitude
 • “Is gratitude no affection of the human breast, or is that a word merely, without any meaning or reality? Have we no satisfaction in one man’s company above another’s, and no desire of the welfare of our friend, even though absence or death should prevent us from all participation in it? Or what is it commonly, that gives us any participation in it, even while alive and present, but our affection and regard to him?”

Page 59
                        

General Benevolence Hypothesis
 • “These and a thousand other instances are marks of a general benevolence in human nature, where no real interest binds us to the object. And how an imaginary interest known and avowed for such, can be the origin of any passion or emotion, seems difficult to explain. No satisfactory hypothesis of this kind has yet been discovered; nor is there the smallest probability that the future industry of men will ever be attended with more favourable success.”

Page 60
                        

Gratification of Desire vs. Object of Desire
 • “There are bodily wants or appetites acknowledged by every one, which necessarily precede all sensual enjoyment, and carry us directly to seek possession of the object.
 • “Thus, hunger and thirst have eating and drinking for their end; and from the gratification of these primary appetites arises a pleasure, which may become the object of another species of desire or inclination that is secondary and interested.
 • “In the same manner there are mental passions by which we are impelled immediately to seek particular objects, such as fame or power, or vengeance without any regard to interest; and when these objects are attained a pleasing enjoyment ensues, as the consequence of our indulged affections.”

Page 61
                        

Benevolence and Frendship
 • “Now where is the difficulty in conceiving, that this may likewise be the case with benevolence and friendship, and that, from the original frame of our temper, we may feel a desire of another’s happiness or good, which, by means of that affection, becomes our own good, and is afterwards pursued, from the combined motives of benevolence and self-enjoyments?”

Page 62
                        

Perceived Hobbesian Threat
 to Ethics
 The Christian
 Response
 Hobbes’s True
 PositionLocke’s Position Hume’s Position
 Materialism, naturalism
 Dualism, supernaturalism
 Unorthodox Christianity
 Mysterianism, nonreductivism
 Mysterianism, nonreductivism
 Atheism Voluntarism or intellectualism
 Secularism moralism
 Intellectualism Intellectualism
 Psychological egoism
 Existence of morality and altruism, with God’s help
 Compatibility of egoism and morality
 Sharp separation of the knowledge of natural law from motivation to follow it
 Separation of natural law from moral motivation
 Relativism Moral objectivity Distinction between divine justice & human justice, natural law & civil law
 Distinction of norms of natural law from uniformity in actions
 Distinction of norms of natural law from uniformity in actions
 Determinism Libertarianism Metaphysical compatibilism
 Metaphysical compatibilism
 Metaphysical compatibilism
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