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Perfect Infinitive with Modal verbs or Modal Perfect
 October, 2012
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Form:Modal verb + have + past participle
 e.g. There is some blood in the sink. He must have hurt himself in the garden.

Page 3
                        

Use:- to refer to the past;- to refer to unreal situations;- to show that the activity was different from what we wanted.

Page 4
                        

> could have done < We use could have done to say that we had the
 ability or the opportunity to do something but did not do it.
 • We didn’t go out last night. We could have gone to the movies, but we decided to stay home. (opportunity)
 • Why did you stay in a hotel in New York? You could have stayed with Linda. (opportunity)
 • Why didn’t Tom apply for the job? He could have gotten it. (ability)

Page 5
                        

> could have done (2) <
 We use could have done to say that something was a possibility but didn’t happen.
 • He was lucky when he fell off the ladder. He could have hurt himself.

Page 6
                        

> must have done <
 We use must have done to express deduction, a logical conclusion or probability about past actions.
 • It’s very cold. It must have snowed in the mountains.
 • I saw him leaving. He must have killed her.• The phone rang, but I didn’t hear it. I must have
 been asleep.• I made a lot of noise when I came home. You
 must have heard me.

Page 7
                        

> can’t have done <
 We use can’t have done to express negative deduction about past actions.
 • She can’t have passed such a difficult exam.• She passed me on the street without speaking.
 She can’t have seen me.• Bruce passed the exam. He didn’t study very much
 for it. The exam can’t have been very difficult.• I don’t understand how the accident happened.
 The driver can’t have seen the red light.

Page 8
                        

> may/might have done <
 We use may/might have done to express the possibility that an action happened in the past.
 • The little girl may have lost the key. (more probable)
 • The little girl might have lost the key. (less probable)
 • Our neighbours might have heard some noises when our car was stolen.

Page 9
                        

> should have done <
 We use should have done to indicate that the past obligation was not fulfilled or carried out.
 • You should have locked the door before leaving the house. (But you didn´t lock it.)
 • The party was great. You should have come. Why didn’t you?
 • I feel sick. I shouldn’t have eaten so much chocolate.
 • She’s freezing cold. She should have put a coat on.
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> would have done <
 Would have done means we wanted to do something but we didn't do it in the end.
 • They would have emailed you but the Internet was down yesterday.
 • I would have bought that DVD but I didn't have enough money.

Page 12
                        

ExerciseRewrite each sentence so that it contains can’t, might, must or should.

Page 13
                        

1. I’m sure that David took your books by mistake.

Page 14
                        

2. It was a mistake to park outside the police station.

Page 15
                        

3. I’m sure that Liz hasn’t met Harry before.

Page 16
                        

4. Heather possibly hasn’t left yet.

Page 17
                        

5. I’m sure they haven’t eaten all the food. It’s not possible!

Page 18
                        

6. Jack is supposed to have arrived half an hour ago.

Page 19
                        

7. Perhaps Pam and Tim decided not to come.

Page 20
                        

8. I think it was the cat that took the fish from the table.

Page 21
                        

Answers• 1. David must have taken your books by mistake.• 2. You shouldn’t have parked outside the police
 station.• 3. Liz can’t have met Harry before.• 4. Heather might not have left yet.• 5. They can’t have eaten all the food.• 6. Jack should have arrived half an hour ago.• 7. Pam and Tim might have decided not to come.• 8. The cat must have taken the fish from the table.
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Write sentences about the pictures.
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