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                            This document is posted to help you gain knowledge. Please leave a comment to let me know what you think about it! Share it to your friends and learn new things together.
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‘Pastor Paul’ and His Churches
 ‘Pastor Paul’ and His Churches

Page 2
                        

What is the most urgent need facing Western churches today?
 • Numbers in Britain are declining, showing no signs of bottoming out
 • Nothing is emerging to take the place of the church as an institution
 • The authority of the church in society is eroding
 • Churches are in real danger of slipping further and further into irrelevance

Page 3
                        

The Western Church: In danger of sliding downwards into irrelevance?

Page 4
                        

Church leaders and theologians alike have offered possible solutions for the church in the West, according to D.A.
 Carson in A Call to Spiritual Reformation:
 • ‘Purity in sexual and reproductive matters’ (11)
 • ‘A combination of integrity and generosity in the financial arena’ (12).
 • ‘Evangelism and church planting’ (13). • ‘Disciplined biblical thinking’ (15).

Page 5
                        

“Clearly all of these things are important. I would not want anything I have said to be taken as disparagement of evangelism and worship, a diminishing of the importance of purity and integrity, a carelessness about disciplined Bible study.
 But there is a sense in which these urgent needs are merely symptomatic of a far more serious lack. The one thing we most urgently need in Western Christendom is a deeper knowledge of God. We need to know God better.”
 Carson, A Call to Spiritual Reformation, 15.

Page 6
                        

“In the biblical view of things, a deeper knowledge of God brings with it a massive improvement in the other areas mentioned: purity, integrity, evangelistic effectiveness, better study of Scripture, improved private and corporate worship, and much more.
 But if we seek these things without passionately desiring a deeper knowledge of God, we are selfishly running after God’s blessings without running after him.”
 Carson, A Call to Spiritual Reformation, 16.

Page 7
                        

What were the priorities of Paul and what did he desire for his churches?
 These can largely be discovered by examining his prayers for his
 churches, found scattered throughout his epistles.

Page 8
                        

Key Prayers of Paul
 • 2 Thess. 1.11-12 • Eph. 1.15-23 • Eph. 3.14-21• 2 Thess. 1.3-12 • Rom. 15.14-33

Page 9
                        

In all of these prayers (and there are others we could examine), what do Paul’s priorities seem to be?
 Is Carson correct when he says that if the individual Christian’s priority is to develop a deeper and more personal relationship with God (primarily through prayer and the Word), that ‘all the other things will fall into place’—including evangelism?

Page 10
                        

How did Paul primarily view himself? As a missionary, a theologian, an
 evangelist or something else?

Page 11
                        

“…Paul’s theology is practical and not merely speculative. Paul wrote as a missionary and pastor, not as an academic theologian; or to be more precise, he wrote as a missionary-pastor theologian.
 Paul spoke of God and of Christ because the reality of God and Christ impinged directly upon himself and his churches.”
 Dunn, The Theology of Paul, 53.

Page 12
                        

What do the following passages and epistles reveal about Paul’s pastoral
 and theological desires for his churches and those in church
 leadership roles?• 2 Cor. 11.28-29 • 1 Cor. 4.14-18• 1 Thessalonians: resurrection questions• 2 Thessalonians: facing persecution• Philippians: church unity• Pastoral Epistles (1 & 2 Timothy; Titus)

Page 13
                        

Pastoral issues addressed by Paul within 1 Corinthians:
 – Sectarianism (‘I follow Paul, Peter, etc’)– Sexual immorality in the church– Issues of marriage, divorce, widowhood and
 singleness – Christians suing other Christians– Idolatry and what to do with meat offered to idols– Head coverings– Conduct at the Lord’s Supper– Issues around spiritual gifts and their proper use in
 church services– Defining true love– Clarifying the resurrection body

Page 14
                        

Conclusions
 1. What have you discovered about the priorities ‘Pastor Paul’ desired for his churches from his prayers?
 2. What have you discovered about the priorities of Paul for his churches from our study of Acts 20?
 3. How could your answers to 1-2 impact upon your understanding of this course, the church and evangelism?
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