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            1 Passive Resistance: Prison Experiences by S.S. Henshaw A Personal Narrative In common with a large number of Free Churchmen and women I was summoned in His Majesty’s name to appear on July 21st, at eleven o’clock in the forenoon at the Town Hall, Leeds, before two or more of His Majesty’s Justices of the Peace for the said city, to show cause why I had not paid and refused to pay, the sum of five shillings, being a portion of the rate for the relief of the poor. I explained to the Court that the amount I refused to pay was not a part of the poor rate at all but was the sum to be devoted under the Education Act of 1902 to the Roman Catholic, State Church and other sectarian schools of the Borough, where doctrines were taught and practices indulged in which I did not believe and which I bitterly resented and opposed. And I declared that I would not pay it either willingly or in any other way if I could help it, and I thought I could help it. An order of distraint was made. But before it could be executed I had divested myself of all goods. By legal document I made over to my wife “in love and affection,” as the document quaintly put it, all my books, pictures, furniture, etc. In due time the officers of the law appeared. I smiled all over them, bade them welcome, showed them into the sitting room, made them comfortable and at home, produced the aforesaid document, and handing it to the police-sergeant told him he would be interested in learning its contents. Having read it, he looked across at my watch-guard and said that it did not seem to be included, I told him that it certainly was. lf it was not expressly mentioned it was there by implication. And so with a grim smile he re- plied, “Well, if you have no effects, of course we can do nothing,” and the two civil officers of the police-force departed empty-handed. 
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1
 PassiveResistance:PrisonExperiencesbyS.S.Henshaw
 APersonalNarrative
 IncommonwithalargenumberofFreeChurchmenandwomenIwassummonedinHisMajesty’snametoappearonJuly21st,ateleveno’clockintheforenoonattheTownHall,Leeds,beforetwoormoreofHisMajesty’sJusticesofthePeaceforthesaidcity,toshowcausewhyIhadnotpaidandrefusedtopay,thesumoffiveshillings,beingaportionoftherateforthereliefofthepoor.IexplainedtotheCourtthattheamountIrefusedtopaywasnotapartofthepoorrateatallbutwasthesumtobedevotedundertheEducationActof1902totheRomanCatholic,StateChurchandothersectarianschoolsoftheBorough,wheredoctrinesweretaughtandpracticesindulgedinwhichIdidnotbelieveandwhichIbitterlyresentedandopposed.AndIdeclaredthatIwouldnotpayiteitherwillinglyorinanyotherwayifIcouldhelpit,andIthoughtIcouldhelpit.Anorderofdistraintwasmade.ButbeforeitcouldbeexecutedIhaddivestedmyselfofallgoods.BylegaldocumentImadeovertomywife“inloveandaffection,”asthedocumentquaintlyputit,allmybooks,pictures,furniture,etc.Induetimetheofficersofthelawappeared.Ismiledalloverthem,badethemwelcome,showedthemintothesittingroom,madethemcomfortableandathome,producedtheaforesaiddocument,andhandingittothepolice-sergeanttoldhimhewouldbeinterestedinlearningitscontents.Havingreadit,helookedacrossatmywatch-guardandsaidthatitdidnotseemtobeincluded,Itoldhimthatitcertainlywas.lfitwasnotexpresslymentioneditwastherebyimplication.Andsowithagrimsmilehere-plied,“Well,ifyouhavenoeffects,ofcoursewecandonothing,”andthetwocivilofficersofthepolice-forcedepartedempty-handed.
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 MYCOMMITTAL.-Anothersummonstoappearbeforethemagistrateswasserveduponme,andonThursday,September22nd,Iwasbeforethecourt,togetherwithRev.PeterMiller,Baptist,anotherincorrigibleresister.OurgoodfriendandGeneralSundaySchooltreasurer,Mr.JohnHarrison,defendedme,andtheclever,skilfulwayinwhichheconductedthecaseandputhispointsoflawbotheredtheBenchandamusedthespectators.Hismaincontentionswere,first,thatthebenchwasnotobligedtocommitus–thatmatterwasentirelywithintheirdiscretion;secondly,whentheydecidedthattheymustcommitus,thatthecommittalordershouldbeissuedtotheChurchwardens,nottothepolice,andastheEducationActwaspassedintheinterestsoftheEstablishedChurchhethoughttheChurchwardensweretheproperpartiestohavetheunpleasantdutiesassociatedwiththeseprosecutionsplaceduponthem.IntheendwewerecommittedforthreedaystoArmleyGaol.Sevendayswereallowedinwhichtochangeourmindsandpaytheamount.InthemeantimeMr.HarrisonannouncedtotheBenchhisintentionofgivingwrittennoticetotheoverseersthattheywerenottoreceivethemoneyfromanypersononmybehalfandwithoutmyauthority,orheshouldrequireacasefortheHigherCourts.Afortnightpassedbeforetheexecutionofthewarrant.
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 MYARREST.-ThearresttookplaceinMr.Harrison’soffice.ByarrangementImetthereInspectorHenderson,whoappearedinplainclothesandwasasgentlemanlyandconsiderateasanymancouldpossiblybe.AccompaniedbyMr.J.T.Fleming,SecretaryoftheLeedsFreeChurchCouncilandCitizens’League,wetookthetramandrodequietlyuptothe,gaol.PeopleneversuspectedthatIwasacriminalinchargeofaconstable.ArrivingatthegaoldoorweleftMr.Flemingoutsideandpassedin.IwasformallydeliveredupbytheInspectortotheprisonauthoritiesandhereceivedareceiptformybody.Heshowedthereceipttomyfriendwhowaswaitingforhimoutside,andhediscoveredthatitwasNo.138.The“LeedsMercury”nextdaysaidthatforsometimetocomelshouldbeknownnotasRev.S.S.HenshawbutasNo.138.MYRECEPTION.-TheseformalitiesoverIwastakentoadeskandaskedmyname,address,occupation,religion,andnameofmywife.Iwastoldtotakeoffmyboots.ThenImountedastandardandwasmeasured,IjocularIysayingthattheyhadnothadamanofmymeasureuponthestandardlately.ThenIwasaskedtoclearmypockets,afterwhichIwassearched.Ihadtwoandthree-penceinmoney,Ididnotdaretotakemorelesttheyshouldappropriateitfortherate.Anotewasmadeofthecontentsofmypockets,andIwasaskedtosignit.ThenIwasweighed,withbootsonthistime.ThenIwastakentothedoctor’sroomandwastoldtotoethelinewaswaspaintedonthefloor.Themedicalexaminationwassatisfactory.Iwasphysicallyafitandproperpersonforthatestablishement.Iretainedandworemyownclothes,andIdidnottakeabath.MYCELL.-WhenthesepreliminarieshadbeensettledIwastakentomycell.Atfirstthewarderwastakingmeintowhatseemedtomearatherlow,small,poorpokeycell,butassoonaswehadenteredhewascalledbackandreceivednewordersevidently.IwaslefttostandinthecorridorforperhapstenorfifteenminutesuntilthewarderreturnedandescortedmetothecellthatwastohemyhomeforthelittlewhileIshouldspendundertheroofofwhatafriendofminehascalled“oneofHisMajesty’sHomesofRest.”Iwasfavourablyimpressedwiththeappearanceofthecell.Itwasbeautifullycleanandfairlylarge.Ithadaboardedfloorandwhite-washedwalls.Therewereinitawhitedealstoolandasmallwhitedealtableabouttwo-a-halffeetlongandafootbroad,onwhichtogetmymeals.Thatwasallthefurnitureexceptthebed,asmallenamelledtinforwashingwater,andasmallenamelledwashingbowl.Ihadasmallcoarsetowelbutnosoap.BesidesthesethingsIhadasmalltinplateandapinttinmugformytea,etc.Thewindowofthecellwascarefullybarredandglazedwiththickflutedglass,throughwhichnoobjectcouldbedistinctlyseen.Inthewindowsillwasaventilatorthatcouldbeopenedandshutfromtheinside.Therewasalsoagaslightthatwascontrolledfromtheoutside.MYF0oD.-Ienteredprisonabout5p.m.Thursday,October6th.About6.30Ireceivedmyfirstmeal.Itconsistedofajunkofbrownbreadweighing8ozs.,andapintofskillyasitiscommonlycalled.Itwasakindofgruelorporridge,notveryappetising,perhaps,butwholesomeIshouldjudge,Ihadmadeagoodteabeforegoingin,sowasnotinthebestformforattackingthisnewdiet.However,Itookalittleforthesakeofmakinganearlyacquaintancewithprisonfare.Prisonershavethreemealsaday,breakfast,dinner,supper.
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 FridaymorningIgotforbreakfastthejunkofbrownbreadandacanofcold(supposedtobehot)wishy-washytea.Atnoona6oz.junkofbrownbread,acanofsoupandtwoboiledunpealedpotatoes.Ididnottacklethepotatoes.ButIenjoyedthesoup.Itwasgood–first-rate.Therewasnotmuchsignofmeatinit,butitwasreallyexcellentwell-madesoup.Forsupper,theusualjunkofbreadandacanofatrociouscocoa,whichIcouldscarcelytouch.MYBED.-Ihadtheordinaryplankbedofcourse.Itismadeofthreeplanedandsmoothboardsabout6feetlong,heldtogetherfrombeneathbythreeorfourrestsabout4inchesdeep.Therewasamattressaboutashardasthebed,apillowthatwasashardasthemattress,apillowslip,twosheets,twoblankets,andacoverletorcounterpane.Itwillbeseenthattherewasplentyofbedding,andthoughnotofafinefirstclassquality,itwasyetfairlywarmandcomfortable.Thesmellofdisinfectionwasuponitandmadeitalittledisagreeable;andsleep!didyousleep,peopleaskme?IdidwhenIcould,andIhonestlytriedmybest.Irolledoverandoverfromsidetoside,tryingtofindasoftplaceinwhichIcouldnestledownandbecomfortable.Buttherewerenosoftplaces,atleastIcouldnotfindany.Isnatchedalittlesleepatintervals,justfortywinks,anap,adozenowandagain.Ilayandrolledonthatplankbeduntilmybonesached,myjointswerestiff,andmyhipsweresore.Butitisallaquestionofhabit.Youwouldgetaccustomedtoitiftheygaveyouachance.Afterashortexperienceyouwouldtakenaturallyandkindlytothatplankbed,andwouldsleepassoundasatop.MYOCCUPATION.-WhenIwasgoingintoprisonbeforeIlefthomeIslippedintomypocketthelittlevolumeon“NonconformityinWales,”inthenewseriesofbookson“ErasofNonconformity,”withthehopthatImightbepermittedtoreadit.Thatbook,however,withmyfountainpen,leadpencilandeverybitofblankpaperinmypossessionwastakenfromme.“CannottIread,then?”Iasked.“Yes,”theyreplied,“devotionalbooks.”“IstherenotlibraryfromwhichImayhavebooks?”Ienquired.“Yes,”wasthelaconicanswer.Nolibrarybookwasbroughttome,nordidIpressforOne.InmycellwereplacedaBible,theBookofCommonPrayer,andthe“NarrowWay,”abookofprayerspublishedundertheauspicesoftheEstablishedChurch.IndeedIdiscoveredthatthereligiousneedsofonlytwoclasseswerecontemplatedatall,viz,thosebelongingtotheEstablishedChurchandthosebelongingtotheRomanCatholicChurch.AndIdaresaytheauthoritiesarelargelyrightinmakingthisarrangement.Itisnotoriousthatpracticallythewholeofourcriminalpopulationbelongstothesetwochurches.Thebishops,priests,andclergyarewelcometothisfact.Wedonotgrudgethemanysatisfactiontheymayderivefromit.AssoonasIwaslockedupinthecellIreadanumberofchaptersintheBookofJob,inthewritingsofPaul,andintheRevelationofJohn.ThenIturnedtothePrayerBookandIsettleddowntotheworkofperusingitwithgreatearnestness,andduringmystayinprisonIreaditfrombacktoback,Litanies,Prayers,Collects,Gospels,Epistles,Psalms,Catechism,Baptismal,MarriageandBurialServices,ChurchingofWoinen,VisitationoftheSick,MakingofDeacons,OrderingofPriests,ConsecrationofBishops,DeclarationofKingJames,theThirty-nineArticles,everything.IfanybodythinksthatIrushedandscampedthereading,thatitwassuperficialandslatternly,allIhavegottosayisthatIampreparedtohavemyknowledgeofthesubjecttestedbyexaminationorcross-examinationasthedoubtermaythinkbest.On.FridayafternoonIhadanhour’sexercise;agruffoldwarderopenedthedoorofmycellandenquiredifIhadtakenmyexercise.“No,sir.”“Doyouwantit?”hegrufflyblurtedout.“Oh,certainly.”“Follow

Page 5
                        

5
 methen,”saidtheagentofthelaw.Ifollowedandwaslockedupinayardalone.Theyardwasflaggedandwastwelveorfifteenyardslongwithanaverageofperhapssixyardswide.Ipacedtheflagsforanhourupanddown,toandfro,backwardandforward.Itwasanicerelief,anagreeablechange.Youwerewalledinoneverysidebyprisonbuildings,andcouldnotgetmuchsun.Intruththerewasnosuntoget.Theafternoonwasdullanddamp,butthebreathoffreshairwasexhilarating.“DidIdoanywork?”thereaderasks.Welltheybroughtmesome.Theybroughtmesomecottontopick–notoakum.NutIhappenedtoknowthatIneednotdoitunlessIliked,andsoIdidnotpickashredofit,andwhentheycameformyworkatnightIturneditoutexactlyinthesameconditionastheyhadturningitin.MYVISITOR.-ArattlkeofkeysIheardandthecelldooropened,andinstruttedasomewhatfussy,officiousmanwhomIinstantlysawtobetheprison-chaplain.Hesecuredmycontemptatthebeginningoftheinterviewbyaskingmyname.Nowheknewmynameperfectlywell.Itwasonthedoorofmycell.Ihadseenittherewritteninboldwordsthus–“Henshaw–Debtor.”Besideswhichhehadmynameinthebookheheldinhishand,whichwaspreparedforhimbytheofficials,andcontainedastatementofthenameofeveryprisoner,thenumberofhiscell,thetermofhisimprisonment,thecauseofhisincarceration,andadescriptionofhisreligion.Iwasindignantandyetdidnotwishtoberude.AndsoIansweredsharplyandwithemphasis,“MynameisHenshaw,sir.”Iwasanxioustheanswershouldsnaplikethecrackofarifle,hittheparsonaswiththestingofabulletandknockhimover.Isoonlearnedthathehadnotcomeformyspiritualedificationatall.Hestoodtherelispingandhesitantasthoughhedidnotknowwhattosayanddo.IthereforeledtheconversationandtriedtodrawhimintoanargumentonthePrayerBook.IpointedoutthatthePrayerBookdenominatedtheMass,prayersforthedead,theinvocationofsaintsandtheworshipoftheVirginMaryas“blasphemousfables,”“dangerousdeceits,”andthatitstyledtransubstantiationasa“fondthing,vainlyinvented,”andIwishedtoknowhowhereconciledtheconductofsomanyofhisbrethrenwiththeseteachingsofthePrayerBook.Heassuredmethatwhenyoutalkedtothesementheexplanationstheygavewerewonderful.TheymustbewonderfulindeedIadmitted,butthequestionIwantedsettlingwastheirconsistency.Thechaplaincouldnotmanagethat.AsImadehimthetargetatwhichtofireofftheammunitionsuppliedmebythePrayerBookhegrewfidgetyandrestless,andattheearliestopportunity,vanished.Ihadpreviouslyascertainedfromhiminanswertomyqueriesthattheyheldintheprison-chapeltwoservicesonSundaysandprayersonceeveryalternateweek-day,viz.,onTuesday,Thursday,andSaturday,butashehadacoldandwasnotverywellsomeoftheserviceshadnotbeenheldthatweek.INCIDENTS.-Therewasalittleglassbull’seyeinmycelldoorthroughwhichofficialscouldcomeandsearchthecellandseewhatthecriminalwasdoing.ldidnotlikeanyonefixinghiseyeuponmeinthatsneakingfashion,andwheneverIwasconsciousofanyonefasteninghiseyeuponmefromwithoutlfastenedmyeyeuponhimfromwithin.AndaslongashestoodtherepeepingandsquintingatmeIstoodstaringandgazingathim.Inprisonweretireandriseearly.Wegotobedateight;weareupatfive-thirty.OnSaturdaymorningIhadjustwashedanddressedandwasbeginningtorollupmybedandtidythecellwhenanofficialtoldmetotakemypillowslipandsheetsandgoandstandatthebottomofabroadopen
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 corridor.Iwasthefirsttotakeuppositiononmysideofthecorridor.Ontheothersidewasarowofpoorfellowsinprisongarbabouttobedischargedwhostoodwiththeirfacestothewall.Iwaslookingatthemandgenerallytakinginthesituation,whenIheardanofficialwithastentorianvoiceshout,“Facetothewallthere.”AtlastIdiscoveredthathewasaddressingme.Myfirstinstinctwastorebel,toflatlyrefuse.ButonsecondthoughtsIdecidedthatintheinterestsofdisciplineitwasbettertoobey,soIwheeledroundandstoodfacetothewall.PresentlyanofficialcameandtoldmeIcouldgotobreakfast.LookinghimstraightintheeyesandassuminganairofauthorityIsaidinacommandingtone,“Facetothewall,sir.”“Idon’tunderstandyou,”hesaid.“Facetothewall,sir,”Icriedagain,asthoughImeanttobeobeyed.IhadjustgotseatedtomyjunkofbreadandcanofprisonteawhenastillhigherofficialopenedmycelldoorandtoldmeIcouldleaveatonce.Myreplywastolookstraightupathimandringouttheorder,“FacetotheWallsir,”andeveryofficialImetafterwardsIgreetedwiththesameorderthatissuedfromthestentorianvoicetomeasIstoodattheendofthecorridor.AsIstoodtherewithmyfacetothewall,athinghappenedthattouchedmyheart.Therewaspathosinit.Thenextprisonerwhocameandstoodbesidemethere,quietlyturnedtomeandsaid,“Areyouremanded?”“Discharged,”Irepliedinundertones.Hewasremandedandgoingupthatdayfortrial,poorfellow!andwhateverthechargeagainsthimhisfaceboretracesofdeepanxietyandnervousness.Ileftmybreakfastalmostuntouchedandreceivedbackmyproperty.Theheavydoorofthegaolslammedbehindme;Ihadregainedmyliberty.AsIwalkedfromtheprisontheclockchimedhalf-pastsix.Itwasadodge.TheResistersandfriendsofLeedshadplannedandadvertisedapublicwelcomeandmeetingtobeheldonmyreleaseatthegaolgatesatseveno’clock.HadIknownofitIwouldhavetakeneverycrumbofthatbreakfastandIwouldhavetakenplentyoftimetoit.Iwouldnothavebeenturnedoutoneminutebeforeseven.ButwehadourrevengeinamagnificentmeetingatnoonthefollowingMonday.Ihadnocomplainttomakeofmytreatment.Mostoftheprisonofficialswerecourteous,someofthemwerekind.REFLECTIONS.-Iregardmyimprisonmentasanhonourandasahumiliation.Itisalwaysanhonourtosufferinhoweversmalladegreeinthecauseofjustice,truth,andrighteousness.Butwhatahumiliationtofeelthatyouarebeingtreatedasacriminalbecauseyouwillnotsacrificeyourconscienceandbetrayyourfaithandthefutureofyourchildren,yourChurch,andyourcountry,intothehandsofthepriest.Itpainedme,mademeweeptothinkthatinEnglandwehadcometothis.Butcourage,friends!Thebattlegoeswell.IamproudofthenoblepartmyownChurchistakinginit.Bravemenandwomenamongstusareinthefiercestofthefight.AnumberofmybrethrenintheministryforlongertermsthanIhavesubmittedtobecastintoprison.AmongsttheWilliamSharman,W.S.Spencer,FreerBell,GeorgeBaldwin,JohnS.W.Stanwell,EdgarBall,J.Leach,G.Litten,andW.Barnsley.BypersistencyweshallwinthedayandshallwipeouttheEducationActsof1902and1903whichdisgraceandstainthestatutebookofthenationandthepagesofourcurrenthistorywiththeenactmentsandthedeedsofsectariantyranny.Oncemoreweshall,bythehelpofGod,carrythebannersofcivilandreligiouslibertytocompleteandsplendidvictory._________________________________________________________________________________ReferencesPrimitive Methodist Magazine 1905/62


                        

                                                    
LOAD MORE
                                            

                

            

        

                
            
                
                    
                        Related Documents
                        
                            
                        

                    

                    
                                                
                                                                                              
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            23/04/[email protected] 1 S.S ADAPTACION S.S...

                                            
                                                
                                                    Category: 
                                                    Documents
                                                

                                            

                                                                                    

                                    

                                

                                                                                                                            
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            dispendiksurabaya.files.wordpress.com · maria ulf-a s.pd.....

                                            
                                                
                                                    Category: 
                                                    Documents
                                                

                                            

                                                                                    

                                    

                                

                                                                                                                            
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            DRY BULK HANDLING EQUIPMENT MODERN STRACHAN & HENSHAW...

                                            
                                                
                                                    Category: 
                                                    Documents
                                                

                                            

                                                                                    

                                    

                                

                                 
                                                                                               
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            V henshaw - IAQM Odour Launch

                                            
                                                
                                                    Category: 
                                                    Environment
                                                

                                            

                                                                                    

                                    

                                

                                                                                                                            
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            DRINKING KILLS DRIVING SKILLS By Melissa Henshaw.

                                            
                                                
                                                    Category: 
                                                    Documents
                                                

                                            

                                                                                    

                                    

                                

                                                                                                                            
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            MERSEYSIDE POLICE David G. Henshaw B.A.,...

                                            
                                                
                                                    Category: 
                                                    Documents
                                                

                                            

                                                                                    

                                    

                                

                                 
                                                     

                                                
                                                                                              
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            Dear Mr.  Henshaw

                                            
                                                
                                                    Category: 
                                                    Documents
                                                

                                            

                                                                                    

                                    

                                

                                                                                                                            
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            ESoS 1  Loughborough University, 2012MEGS III Lecture:...

                                            
                                                
                                                    Category: 
                                                    Documents
                                                

                                            

                                                                                    

                                    

                                

                                                                                                                            
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            Heather Gillespie, CIC Ombudsman Trisha Henshaw, Executive.....

                                            
                                                
                                                    Category: 
                                                    Documents
                                                

                                            

                                                                                    

                                    

                                

                                 
                                                                                               
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            FR:DROZDOV O.A. TO:DUKHIN S.S. · Title: FR:DROZDOV O.A....

                                            
                                                
                                                    Category: 
                                                    Documents
                                                

                                            

                                                                                    

                                    

                                

                                                                                                                            
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            Incarceration and Prison Society History and Goals Prison...

                                            
                                                
                                                    Category: 
                                                    Documents
                                                

                                            

                                                                                    

                                    

                                

                                                                                                                            
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            How To Implement Semantic HTML & Structured Data by Jon...

                                            
                                                
                                                    Category: 
                                                    Technology
                                                

                                            

                                                                                    

                                    

                                

                                 
                                                     

                                            

                

            

        

            



    
        
            	Powered by Cupdf


            	Cookie Settings
	Privacy Policy
	Term Of Service
	About Us


        

    


    

    
    
    

    
    
    

    
    
        
    
    















