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RJ:POR'l' OF THE COMHITTU ON THE ADMISSION OF NEW
MEMBERSCONCERNING THE APPLICATION OF pAoLE:Sn:m:

FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE UNITED NATIONS

1 . J'.t i t s 6624>..b rr.ee1:ing on ZB eptcl:\be, 2011,
t'1e S e c u r ~ t y C o u ~ c l 1 had b e ~ o r e I t th e a p p l
l c 3 t i o ~ o f Pales t ine foradmission to me ~ t t e e on th e
AdT>isS10n ot N e M ~ " , h .. t ~ ho:d On 30Septent :er and 3 N
o v e l I l 1 J e ~ 2011. respect i \ ' e ly , the
Corrrnitteeconsidered the appliCQtlon.

3. r ' O ; l o w ~ n ' J th .. l 0 9 ~ h ll'.oetin9 of the
COIl'_'flittee, the PresJ.dencyof the Secur i ty counc i l tor th e
month o! October (Nige!.l-a)convened f ivo infor" 'a l "'.eetir.g3
o f :h e C o : r . : n ~ t : e e , four of...hl.ch took place- a t
th e expe r t l eve l , to c a : e fu : ly e o n ~ i d e r whether
P a : e ~ t : n e met the spec i f i c c r i t e r i a fo r a d m :
s s j ~ n toreeTbership contained in Art Ic l e 4 ot the Char t ..
: o f th e UnitedNations . Experts considered whether Pales t lne ~
e the c r i t e r i afor s ta tehood, ""as a peace- lOVing Stllte ,
and .... , . . wil l inq andIIble t car ry out th e ob l iga t i
cns contaIned in th e Chat te r .

~ :n th e course of t ~ rr,eetlngs of t ~ Cemmitt

5. I : was s ta ted t ha t th e c n t e r i a se t OU: in Art
;c}e 4 of theChar te r loIere th e only f " c to r . t h " t could
be tll
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b o r d e r ~ , re$ultir.g fron pol i t ica l negotiations,
leading to a' lindependent State of F ~ l e s t i n e with East J e
r u ~ a l e n as itSc ~ p i t a l . I t was stressed that the
gra'lt ing or Palest ine 'sright to s e l f - d e t e r ~ i . n a t
t O n ~ n recog'lit ion must not be seenas cO'ltrary to Israel ' s
inalienable rtl/ht to e ~ t s t .

1. I t was sta ted that the C o ~ ~ i t t e e ' s work should
not h ~ r m t ~ pros peers ot the r e s u ~ p t l o n of peace ta
lks , part icular ly inl igh t of the Quartet s t a t e ~ e n t on
23 S e p t e ~ ~ e r 2011 that hadset out a clear t tnetable for
the resunption of negotiations.Similarly, i t was also stated that
the prospect ofnegotiations should not delay the Security Council
'sconsid"ration ot Palestlr. '" s application. I:l addition, : t
wassta ted that Palestine'S a p p l i c a ~ i o n was neither d e t
r i ~ e n t a l tothe pOlit ical precess nor an al ternat tve to
negotiations.CO:lcerns were raisect tn relat ion to Israel ' s
continueds"tt lement ac t iv l t i es , which were considered i l
lega l underinternat ional law and ~ e r e an obstacle to a
comprehensivepeace.

e. In relat ion to the application of Palestine
(S/2011/S92),attention ~ 4 drawn to the l e t te r r e c ~ i v e d
by the SecretaryGeneral f r o ~ the ?resldent of Palestine on 23
September 2311,~ h i c h contained a declaratlon - ~ d in a f o r ~
l i n s t r ~ ~ e n t s t a t i ~ 1 / that the State of Palestine
Wa5 a peace-Iovlng n a t i o ~ ; that i t accepted the obligations
eontained in the ~ h a r t e r ofthe United Nations; and that it
soleMnly undertOOk to f u l f ~ l the""

9. On the cr i te r ion of statehood, reference was made to t ~
. e 1933Montevideo Convention On the Riqhts and Duties of
States,which declares that a State aa a p ~ r ~ n n of
international ~ a should possess a permanent popuLation, a definad
terr i tory, aq o v e r ~ ~ e n t and the capscity to enter into re
:a t ions with otherStdt"S.

10. With regard to the r e q u i r e m e ~ t s of a p e r r r ~
n e n t popUlation anda defined terr i tory, the . i e ~ ~ a
"xpreased that Pale5ttnef u l t i l ~ e d these cr i te r ia . : t
was stressed that the lack ofprecisely sett led b o r ~ e r s was
not an obstacle to atatehood.

11. Ouestions were raised, ho"ever, reqardlng Palest tne 's
controlover i t s te r r i tory, in l ight of the fact that Hamas
",as the defacto authority in the Gala Str ip. I t was afflrmed
that theIsraeli occupation was a factor preventing the Palestiniang
o v e r ~ T e n t from exercialng fu l l control OVer i ta terr i
tory.However, the view was expressed that occupation by a
foretgnpower did not ittply that the sovereignty of an occupiedterr
i tory waa to be t rsnsferred to the occupying power.

,
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12. lIith regatd to the req"iren!nt of " govermr.e'lt, the view
W4$e x p r e ~ " e d trlat Pale"tine f ' l l h lhd thia cri :er
ion. HOlOevar. i t~ a stated that H d ~ " w a in control cf ~ ~ e r
c e n t of thepopulation of r a l e " t i ~ e ; therefore the
pale!t lnian Authorit!{PAl could not be con!idered an effect ive
governr.ent. However,i t ""a' atrea!ed that the FLO, "n d nt
Ilo.:nae, WIU oh"l e g i t ~ ~ t e repre ,entat ive ct the ?ale! t
inian people.

13. Reference "'as ~ ~ d a to repar:a or the World Bank, oheI n
t e r n a t i a ~ a l Monetary Fund and the Ad Hoc Llal,on
Connitteefor t ~ Coordination o the ! ~ t e r n a t i o n a l
Asai,cance :aPalea:ini"ns, w!"'.ich hid ccmcluded that
Falest:tne'sg a v e r n ~ e n t a l functian, ware naw auff icient
far the f " n c t i o ~ l n g of " St" t .. .

14. With regard to the requirenent that a Stata have the
capacityto entar .c,to r e l e t : ' c r . ~ w i ~ h o t ~ e r
St!te", ~ h ,ie>l wasexpre"ed that Pale!tine ~ J l f i l l e d
this c r ~ t e r i o n . I t wa,recalled t .. t F 4 1 e ~ t i n e
had beer. accepted Into n e ~ b e r s h i p .ntha ~ a n - A l i g n
e d M a v ~ n e n t , ~ h O r q " n l ~ ~ t l o n of the I , l a ~
i c C c n f ~ r e n c e . the U : 1 ~ t e d Nations I : c o n o ~ .
i c and Soc:a1 Co:rnis,lonfor Welltern Asia, the Croup o ' i anc
UNES:O. !r. addItion,over 130 States had recognized P " l e ~ t i n
c ~ ~ c n d ~ p e n d e n t sovereign State. ~ e ! t i o n a were r
a l a ~ d , h ~ e v e ~ , r e ~ . r d i n g theauthority of the ~
to e n ~ a g e in ralat iona with other State!,since under the 0,10
ACCOrd' the PA c o u ~ j not e ~ g a 9 a inf o r e ~ g n ~ e l a t
i o " s .

1 ~ W ~ ~ h ~ e 9 a r d ta ~ h r . q u i r e ~ e n t that on
applicant be " p ~ " c e 1ovbg-, the view >In e x p r e ~ a e d
t h ~ t PaleHil'le ful f i l led t h i ~ c r i t e : ~ o n in
light. of it' c o : n m i t ~ . " n t to t:re a c h ~ e v e m e n t
of a1uat, : a ~ t i n g a'ld c o r r , p r e h ~ n , i v e r e s o
l u ~ ~ o n of the l s r a e : ~ Palestinian cor.fl iet . : t waa r
.. r::her 3tated th"-t Pale'tir.@"~ u l = l l m e n . of t h i ~ cr
i ter ion was a l , , ~ evident in it'c o ~ ~ i t ~ e n t to
re"uming ne10tiations on a1: ~ l n a l ! t a ~ u ~ i ~ ~ u e ! on
the baais of the i n ~ a r n a t : i o n a l l y endorsed t e r ~ a
of[ e f e ~ e n c e , " e l e v " n ~ l ; , . , ~ t .. :J N..: ions
[.. " o : u : ~ a n ! , t:le !':ad::cidprinciples, the Arab Peace
Init ia tIve ar.d the Quartet road

l : " ~ P .16. Questions were rai" ,d a ta whether PalestIne w a
indeed apeace-loving s ~ a t e , Since H a ~ a s refused to
renounce terrO"l!nand vl01@nce, and had the " tat ,d a.n or d e ~ t
r O l i n 9 ; . r . _ l .Ref@ranee >laa r.ade, on tre other
hand, :0 the ~ d v i ~ o r y Cpinionof ~ h tCJ on Namibia of 191:,
which ~ t a t e d that t ~ only "c:"that could be a t t r i ~ u t a
b l e ta a State were L h a ~ e of theStllte'a reccqnized authari
ty.11. WI th regard to the require",.ant that an applleant
ac;;"'pt. the

a b l i q a ~ i o n s contained In the Charter and be acle and
wl:1inqto catry out th.ao o b l i q a t i o ~ " . the vie>l wa$
e x p r e s ~ e d t ~ a t

J
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Palest ine ! ~ l f i l l e d these c r i t e r i ~ , as was
evident, ln teral ia , !row the solerrn declarat ion to this ef!ect
con ta l ned 1ni ts applicat ion. I t was recalled that in 1946,
whenc o ~ s i d e r i n g the application of I s ~ a e l for
MeMbership, i t hadbeen a r g ~ e d that I s rae l ' s s o l e n ~
pledge to carry out i t sobligations ~ n d e r the C h a ~ t e ~
was Suf!lclenc to meet thisc r i t e ~ i o ~ .

18. ~ h view was also expressed that the Charter required
norethan a verbal c o ~ ~ i t m e n t by an applicant to carry out
i tsCharter obligations; an applicant had to show a cownitment to~
h peaceful sett lewent o! disputes and to refrain ! r o ~ thethreat
or the use of farce in the conduct of i t s i ~ t e r n a t i o n a
l relat ions . In this connection, i t was stressed tha t Hamas h ~
not accepted these obligat lons.

19. The view was expressed that the C o w ~ t t e e should r e c
o ~ . e n d tothe Council tha t Palest lne be a d n ~ t t e d to
membership in theUnited Nations. A dlf ferent view was expressed
tha t them e ~ e r s h i p application could not be suppOrted at
this t ~ ~ e andan abstention was e ~ v i s a g e d in the event o!
a vote. Yetanother V ~ e w expressed ~ a tha t the applicant did
not ~ e e t therequirements for ~ e ~ b e r s h i p and a
favourable r e c c ~ ~ n d a t i o n tothe General A s s e ~ : y
would not be 5upported.

20. rurther. i t was suggested that , as an ~ n t e r ~ e d i a
t e step, theGeneral A s s e ~ b l y s h o ~ l d adopt a r e s o l
u t ~ o n by which Palestinewould be made an Observer State.

21. In s u ~ n i n g up the debate a t the IIO




                        

                                                    
LOAD MORE
                                            

                

            

        

                
            
                
                    
                        Related Documents
                        
                            
                        

                    

                    
                                                
                                                                                              
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            Britain, Palestine and Empire: The Mandate Years...xii...

                                            
                                                
                                                    Category: 
                                                    Documents
                                                

                                            

                                                                                    

                                    

                                

                                                                                                                            
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            Palestine Education

                                            
                                                
                                                    Category: 
                                                    Documents
                                                

                                            

                                                                                    

                                    

                                

                                                                                                                            
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            Israel & Palestine

                                            
                                                
                                                    Category: 
                                                    Documents
                                                

                                            

                                                                                    

                                    

                                

                                 
                                                                                               
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            The Palestine

                                            
                                                
                                                    Category: 
                                                    Documents
                                                

                                            

                                                                                    

                                    

                                

                                                                                                                            
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            Israel + Palestine · 2020-04-24 · Israel + Palestine ......

                                            
                                                
                                                    Category: 
                                                    Documents
                                                

                                            

                                                                                    

                                    

                                

                                                                                                                            
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            Œbe Palestine

                                            
                                                
                                                    Category: 
                                                    Documents
                                                

                                            

                                                                                    

                                    

                                

                                 
                                                     

                                                
                                                                                              
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            PALESTINE WATCH:

                                            
                                                
                                                    Category: 
                                                    Documents
                                                

                                            

                                                                                    

                                    

                                

                                                                                                                            
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            Palestine Israel Israël / Palestine - La Terre...

                                            
                                                
                                                    Category: 
                                                    Documents
                                                

                                            

                                                                                    

                                    

                                

                                                                                                                            
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            Herman Palestine

                                            
                                                
                                                    Category: 
                                                    Documents
                                                

                                            

                                                                                    

                                    

                                

                                 
                                                                                               
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            Palestine 2030 - unispal.un.org · PALESTINE 2030:...

                                            
                                                
                                                    Category: 
                                                    Documents
                                                

                                            

                                                                                    

                                    

                                

                                                                                                                            
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            Palestine Obama

                                            
                                                
                                                    Category: 
                                                    Documents
                                                

                                            

                                                                                    

                                    

                                

                                                                                                                            
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            Sengsara Palestine

                                            
                                                
                                                    Category: 
                                                    Documents
                                                

                                            

                                                                                    

                                    

                                

                                 
                                                     

                                            

                

            

        

            



    
        
            	Powered by Cupdf


            	Cookie Settings
	Privacy Policy
	Term Of Service
	About Us


        

    


    

    
    
    

    
    
    

    
    
    
    
    
    















