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Our Nation’s Greatness
 American Exceptionalism

Page 2
                        

•Righteousness exalts a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people.
 • Proverbs 14:34
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God has power over Nations
 • Surely the nations are like a drop in a bucket; they are regarded as dust on the scales; He weighs the islands as though they were fine dust.…
 • Before him all the nations are as nothing; they are regarded by him as worth-less and less than nothing.
 • Isaiah 40:15-17

Page 4
                        

Alexis de Tocqueville
 • “America is great because she is good. If America ceases to be good, America will cease to be great.”

Page 5
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•Ua Mau ke Ea o ka Aina i ka Pono
 • “The Life of the Land is perpetuated in Righteousness”

Page 7
                        

25th day of February, 1843
 • "Where are you, chiefs, people, and commons from my ancestors, and people from foreign lands?• Hear ye! I make known to you that I am in
 perplexity by reason of difficulties into which I have been brought without cause.

Page 8
                        

“The Life of the Land”
 Therefore I have given away the life of our land. Hear ye! but my rule over you, my people, and your privileges will continue, for I have hope that the life of the land will be restored when my conduct is justified.
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Cotton Mather

Page 10
                        

“Essay to Do Good”
 • In 1710 published a widely read American classic – “Bonifacius”

Page 11
                        

To do Good – Mark of a Christian
 • Mather’s many practical suggestions for doing good had strong civic emphases—founding schools, libraries, hospitals, useful publications, etc. They were not primarily about rich people helping poor people, but about private initiatives for public good
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Mather’s Christianity
 • "Let no man pretend to the Name of A Christian, who does not Approve the proposal of A Perpetual Endeavour to Do Good in the World.… The Christians who have no Ambition to be [useful], Shall be condemned by the Pagans.”

Page 13
                        

Mather’s Influence
 • Two young Americans whose prominent lives, they later said, were influenced by Mather’s book, were Benjamin Franklin and Paul Revere.
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Poet Carl Sandburg
 • I see America, not in the setting sun of a black night of despair ahead of us, I see America in the crimson light of a rising sun fresh from the burning, creative hand of God. I see great days ahead, great days possible to men and women of will and vision.

Page 15
                        

Tocqueville’s Realization
 • Americans did not rely on others—government, an aristocracy, or the church—to solve their public problems; rather, they did it themselves, through voluntary associations (philanthropy), which was characteristically democratic.

Page 16
                        

Equality – Just one step
 • “Democracy extends the sphere of individual freedom, socialism restricts it. Democracy attaches all possible value to each man; socialism makes each man a mere agent, a mere number. Democracy and socialism have nothing in common but one word: equality. But notice the difference: while democracy seeks equality in liberty, socialism seeks equality in restraint and servitude.”

Page 17
                        

God Reached out to Nineveh
 • The word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai: “Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it” But Jonah ran away from the Lord and headed for Tarshish. …to flee from the Lord.

Page 18
                        

Spoke Truth – and …
 • Jonah began by going a day’s journey into the city, proclaiming, “Forty more days and Nineveh will be overthrown.” The Ninevites believed God. A fast was proclaimed, and all of them, from the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth.
 • Jonah 3:4-5

Page 19
                        

God “Relented”
 •When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he relented and did not bring on them the destruction he had threatened.
 • Jonah 3:10

Page 20
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• http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5NZYBsNYhRQ
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5NZYBsNYhRQ
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5NZYBsNYhRQ
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