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            Gloucester Public School Newsletter Opportunity - Innovation - Excellence Find us at: 45 Hume Street, Gloucester 2422 Tel: 65581303 Fax: 65581655 www.gloucester-p.schools.nsw.edu.au Term 1 Week 8 Tuesday 19 th March 2019 Dates to Remember March 11-22 Parent Teacher Interviews 26/3 Oz Opera 27/3 School Photos 29/3 Cross Country 3-6 2/4 A morning at GHS Yrs 5/6 9/5 Mothers’ Day Stall 10/5 Athletics Carnival 13-17/5 NAPLAN Years 3 and 5 21-23/5 Year 4 Sydney Excursion 31/5 Year 3 Excursion 26/6 NAIDOC Day at GPS with Koomurri visiting 19/8 Book Fair & Grandparents’ Day 20-22/8 Stage 3 Excursion Term 1 Assemblies Week 8 22/03 1/2C Week 9 29/03 No assembly Week 10 05/04 5/6M Week 11 12/04 Awards Canteen Roster 22/03 Erin Campbell Leanne Anderson 25/03 Jayne Fry 27/03 Brad Sparke 29/03 Karen Johnson Robyn Beggs 01/04 Erin Campbell 03/04 Leanne Kearney 05/04 Mel Seale Hannah Murray 25/03 P&C AGM School Photos: 27/3/19 Boys’ Cricket Team win Last Tuesday, our school cricket team took on Nabiac Public School in Round 2 of the NSW PSSA Knockout competition, coming away with an emphatic win. Being sent in to bat first, openers Andrew Fraser and Sam Collie formed an outstanding partnership reaching the drinks break at the 11 th over without loss and with 67 runs in the book. Given the brief of picking up the pace knowing we had wickets in hand, the boys headed back in to continue their aggressive play and putting the pressure squarely on the opposition bowlers. With Andrew caught just 1 run short of forced retirement and Sam retiring at 43 not out a few overs later, the boys were looking tough opponents for Nabiac. Lachlan Sansom and Jackson Moore added a few runs each, but with Rhys Summerville and Jacob Edwards continuing the stroke play, the boys finished their 25 overs with an impressive 180 runs for their innings. Knowing this would be hard to chase down, captain Rhys Summerville ensured each of our players had the chance to have a bowl. With a disciplined approach to bowling, the Nabiac boys were in trouble early – Nick Maggs taking two wickets from his first over, and Jackson Moore also bagging a pair in his first over. The Nabiac batting lineup stumbled to 7-9 before supplying some form of resistance in a stubborn 8 th wicket partnership. The Gloucester boys had the opposition all out in their 19 th over with only 11 runs to their name. The boys were sharp in the field and looked comfortable taking catches. Most impressive, however, was the way the boys played. Supporting each other throughout the innings and even encouraging the Nabiac team as they played, Mr Jackson from Nabiac PS made comment about the character and ability of the team at the end of the game. The boys are now awaiting the result of old adversaries Forster and Tuncurry this Friday, the winner of which we will play in Round 3. - Rod Maggs – Cricket Coordinator 
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Gloucester Public School Newsletter Opportunity - Innovation - Excellence
 Find us at: 45 Hume Street, Gloucester 2422 Tel: 65581303 Fax: 65581655 www.gloucester-p.schools.nsw.edu.au
 Term 1 Week 8 Tuesday 19th March 2019
 Dates to Remember March 11-22 Parent Teacher Interviews 26/3 Oz Opera 27/3 School Photos 29/3 Cross Country 3-6 2/4 A morning at GHS Yrs 5/6 9/5 Mothers’ Day Stall 10/5 Athletics Carnival 13-17/5 NAPLAN Years 3 and 5 21-23/5 Year 4 Sydney Excursion 31/5 Year 3 Excursion 26/6 NAIDOC Day at GPS
 with Koomurri visiting 19/8 Book Fair & Grandparents’ Day 20-22/8 Stage 3 Excursion Term 1 Assemblies Week 8 22/03 1/2C Week 9 29/03 No assembly Week 10 05/04 5/6M Week 11 12/04 Awards Canteen Roster 22/03 Erin Campbell Leanne Anderson 25/03 Jayne Fry 27/03 Brad Sparke 29/03 Karen Johnson Robyn Beggs 01/04 Erin Campbell 03/04 Leanne Kearney 05/04 Mel Seale Hannah Murray 25/03 P&C AGM School Photos: 27/3/19
 Boys’ Cricket Team win Last Tuesday, our school cricket team took on Nabiac Public School in Round 2 of the NSW PSSA Knockout competition, coming away with an emphatic win. Being sent in to bat first, openers Andrew Fraser and Sam Collie formed an outstanding partnership reaching the drinks break at the 11th over without loss and with 67 runs in the book. Given the brief of picking up the pace knowing we had wickets in hand, the boys headed back in to continue their aggressive play and putting the pressure squarely on the opposition bowlers. With Andrew caught just 1 run short of forced retirement and Sam retiring at 43 not out a few overs later, the boys were looking tough opponents for Nabiac. Lachlan Sansom and Jackson Moore added a few runs each, but with Rhys Summerville and Jacob Edwards continuing the stroke play, the boys finished their 25 overs with an impressive 180 runs for their innings. Knowing this would be hard to chase down, captain Rhys Summerville ensured each of our players had the chance to have a bowl. With a disciplined approach to bowling, the Nabiac boys were in trouble early – Nick Maggs taking two wickets from his first over, and Jackson Moore also bagging a pair in his first over. The Nabiac batting lineup stumbled to 7-9 before supplying some form of resistance in a stubborn 8th wicket partnership. The Gloucester boys had the opposition all out in their 19th over with only 11 runs to their name. The boys were sharp in the field and looked comfortable taking catches. Most impressive, however, was the way the boys played. Supporting each other throughout the innings and even encouraging the Nabiac team as they played, Mr Jackson from Nabiac PS made comment about the character and ability of the team at the end of the game. The boys are now awaiting the result of old adversaries Forster and Tuncurry this Friday, the winner of which we will play in Round 3. - Rod Maggs – Cricket Coordinator
 http://www.gloucester-p.schools.nsw.edu.au/
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From the Principal: Attendance and absences Parents and carers of children from Kindergarten to Year 12 must ensure their children attend school every day. On occasion, your child may need to be absent from school. Justified reasons for student absences may include:
 • being sick or having an infectious disease
 • having an unavoidable medical appointment
 • being required to attend a recognised religious holiday
 • exceptional or urgent family circumstances e.g. attending a funeral
 Parents/carers must provide an explanation for absences to the school within 7 days from the first day of any period of absence. Where an explanation has not been received within the 7-day timeframe, the school will record the absence as unjustified on the student’s record. If your child is sick for 3 or more days, a doctor’s certificate should be obtained, explaining the absence.
 Extended Leave Applications – Guidelines
 Dear families of Gloucester Public School, If you are intending to travel or take leave in 2019, please come into the admin office and collect an Application for Extended Leave prior to going on leave. Here are the Student Attendance in Government Schools Procedures. Thank you
 From the beginning of 2015, family holidays and travel are no longer considered under the Exemption from School - Procedures. Travel outside of vacation period is now counted as an absence for statistical purposes. A Certificate of Extended Leave – Travel should not be issued where the principal is aware that the student has been the subject of contact with the Child Wellbeing Unit or a Community Services (Family and Community Services) report and for whom unresolved issues concerning a risk of harm remain 1.1. A principal should not accept a reason for travel during school term if it is not in the best interests of the
 student. Educational, social and participation reasons, which should be specified on the Application. 1.2. Travel is considered to be domestic or international travel for the purpose of a family holiday, family business,
 bereavement or other reasons, which should be specified on the application. 1.3. Principals should consult with parents/carers about the intention of the travel and in the case of family holidays
 encourage parents/carers to take holidays with their child during school vacation periods. 1.4. Where a principal considers that the travel is appropriate during school term, the principal should issues the
 parent with an Application for Extended Leave – Travel for completion and inform the parent that if the Application is accepted, the absences will be recorded as “L” - Leave.
 1.5. Principals should request travel documentation, such as travel itinerary or e- ticket, and ensure this is attached to the Application
 1.6. Principals should ensure that parents/carers are assisted with the completion of the Application and provide a translation service if required
 1.7 When travel period exceeds one school term, access to Distance Education must be considered. Refer to Distance Education: Enrolment Procedures 2014
 1.8 Principals may decline to accept a parent’s/carer’s Application for Extended Leave – Travel. In this case, the parent/carers must be advised in writing.
 1.9 If a student or students do not return on the date specified, the principal must ensure the parents/carers are contacted to establish the whereabouts of the student. If contact is not established then the principal should follow processes associated with an Application for Home School Liaison Program.
 You can also obtain an extended leave form from the admin office or the NSW Department of Education website under ‘Student Attendance in Government Schools – Procedures.’ Leanne Wakefield, Principal
 https://www.det.nsw.edu.au/policies/student_admin/attendance/sch_polproc/exempt_gui.pdf
 https://www.det.nsw.edu.au/policies/student_admin/attendance/sch_polproc/exempt_gui.pdf
 http://www.schools.nsw.edu.au/media/downloads/rde/ruraledu/de-enrolproc.pdf
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** SAVE THE DATE ** The Book Fair and Grandparents’ Day will be held on Monday 19th August. Please give some warning to the special people in your life that this day will be happening so they can plan ahead. Further details will be available in the newsletter over the coming months.
 Premier’s Reading Challenge 2019 The ever-popular Premier’s Reading Challenge began last week. This is a great scheme that runs until August to
 encourage a love of reading in students from Kindy to Year 6. It is important to note that this is a challenge, not a competition. GPS library carries many of the books that are on the PRC list so participating is as easy as borrowing a PRC book (or 2) from the library each week and keeping a log of books read. Just like last year, students are encouraged to go online and log the books that they have read. This is done by going to https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/studentExperience.html#/ or searching for ‘PRC student site’ and then logging in using the student’s school log in details (which they should all know). Students in years K-2 will participate in their classes at school and I will log their books as a class at the end of the challenge. If you have any queries please see me in the library Monday to Thursday.
 Kim Macdonald, Teacher Librarian
 Class Awards (Week 7) 3/4G Emma Latimore
 Benji Morgan Samira Soupidis Zali Jennings (E)
 3/4J Beau Franks Sophie Dickson Holly Davies Rahni Cardy (E)
 3/4L Amelia Wooster Nash Griffin Taz Rumbel Heidi Brenton (E)
 5/6B Georgia Hughes Ruby Bradbury Jonas De Angelis Montanna Hollis (E)
 5/6C Drew Gorton Amy Rumbel Ava Sanderson Wyatt Griffin (E)
 5/6M Andrew Fraser Sam Collie Rhys Summerville Isabel Jeffreys Alana Benson (E) 5/6T Aleasha Cawley Kurtis Sulivan Kapri Ring Jacob Edwards (E) School Photos Our school photo day is on Wednesday, 27th March. Every child should have received a photo envelope. Photo envelopes must be returned ON PHOTO DAY with the correct money enclosed. No change can be given by the school office. It is vital that each child returns his/her own envelope, even if payment is enclosed in a sibling’s envelope. The school does not arrange the payment for photos. This is a parent/carer responsibility. The envelopes are self-explanatory with price breakdowns, methods of payment and options to select. ** Due to a change in bank policy, cheques are no longer accepted for photos. If you would like a sibling photo, these envelopes are available at the office.
 LIBRARY NEWS
 K/1/2 ASSEMBLY
 Friday, 19th March
 2:15pm in the hall
 Hosts = 1/2C
 Everyone welcome!
 https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/studentExperience.html#/
 https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/studentExperience.html#/
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NAPLAN Online at Gloucester Public School in 2019 NAPLAN assesses literacy and numeracy – important skills that each child needs to succeed in school and life. The NAPLAN tests are designed to help us make sure students are on track with their literacy and numeracy development. Students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 participate in NAPLAN tests for reading, writing, conventions of language (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and numeracy. Between 14th and 24th May, our school will participate in NAPLAN Online. Students do not need to be computer experts to take the NAPLAN test online. Making sure students have computer skills is part of our school curriculum, and our teachers will ensure your child is familiar with the online format. To see the types of questions and interactive features of NAPLAN Online, visit the public demonstration site. If you have any questions about NAPLAN Online, please contact your child’s teacher. For more info:
 • How to support your child during NAPLAN • information for parents and carers • Watch a video that explains NAPLAN Online • Subscribe to ACARA’s monthly parent
 newsletter, Parent Update
 The links above will be live on our school website digital version of the newsletter. Our students in Years 3 and 5 will also participate in a practice test in the coming two weeks, whereby they will have the opportunity to familiarise themselves with the online format. Expression of Interest for High School Forms – Parents of Year 6 students At this stage we have not received a number of these forms from families and the deadline of 15th March has passed. Any late forms must now be sent directly to the secondary school you have chosen to send your child to in 2020. Should you require further information regarding these forms, feel free to contact me at school. Rod Maggs – Assistant Principal (Stage 3)
 Year 4 Excursion Online Payment Code: 044333
 All families should have received the note home in relation to the Year 4 excursion to be held from 21st to 23rd May (Term 2). We are excited about the many venues we will visit and look forward to it with great anticipation. The venues include Elizabeth Farm (dressing up as convicts), Australian National Maritime Museum, tour of the ‘James Craig’, Sydney Walks Tour, walk across the Sydney Harbour Bridge, Lady Macquarie’s Chair, Botanical Gardens and Sydney Opera House, the Quarantine Station and Darling Harbour Sea Life Aquarium. We are staying at Naamaroo, Chatswood. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any enquiries at this stage. You can also look at Naamaroo online, if you wish. There will be further information sent home as it draws nearer. A deposit of $50 needs to be paid to secure your child’s place on this excursion and all payments must be finalised no later than 10th May. Stage 2 Teachers Stage 3 Excursion to the Central West of NSW
 This year, Stage 3 will be heading to Hill End, Bathurst and the Central West of NSW, with our focus on Australian history and the impact the discovery of gold had on the development of our nation. Final details to the itinerary and costings
 are currently being confirmed, however, tentative dates look to be Tuesday 20th to Thursday 22nd August (Week 5 of Term 3), so pencil these into the calendar. Also, it would be a wise idea to start putting a little money aside in readiness for paying a deposit for the trip and early instalments this term. A note will be sent home as soon as details are confirmed. Rod Maggs - Assistant Principal (Stage 3)
 http://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
 https://nap.edu.au/naplan/parent-carer-support
 http://www.nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/naplan-online-information-brochure-for-parents-and-carers.pdf
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3S1z6kUnRRE&feature=youtu.be
 https://confirmsubscription.com/h/j/0EF4811A90ACFBC1
 https://confirmsubscription.com/h/j/0EF4811A90ACFBC1
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Anzac Day in Gloucester 2019 Please put aside Thursday 25th April in your diaries and calendars. Anzac Day is a day of reflection, respect and commemoration for our community and nation, and we would love to see as many GPS students participating in
 this special community event as possible. If willing to participate in the march, students will need to be at the Gloucester Soldiers Club at 10.20am on the day. This will be followed by the service at the memorial clock tower. Rod Maggs – Assistant Principal (Stage 3) Stage 3 Gloucester High School Open Morning – Tuesday 2nd April Gloucester High School is planning a special morning on Tuesday 2nd April for students from Years 5 and 6 to get a feel for high school and to see the impressive facilities and educational opportunities that our local high school offers. This is also a wonderful opportunity for parents/carers of Year 6 students to come along and ask questions, meet key staff and tour the facilities. It is strongly recommended that parents/carers make the effort to come along on this day to be part of this important first step in the process of their child’s move into secondary schooling. Parents of Year 5 students are also very welcome to come along if you are interested in seeing what the school can offer your child in their future education. For further information, please contact myself here at school or Mr Mik Wisely at GHS on 6558 1605. Rod Maggs – Assistant Principal (Stage 3)
 Friday 31st May 2019 Win a family holiday worth $4000! Envelopes for the Donation Drive have been sent home this week. Please place a donation of at least $2.00 in the envelope and return to school so we can post to Stewart House for the draw on 31st May.
 SRC Bullying. No way! Poster Competition: Last Friday was the ninth annual National Day of Action against bullying and violence. The National Day of Action gives schools the chance to take action and empower young people to be part of the solution when addressing bullying in their school community. It provides an opportunity to focus on bullying and the changes we can all make to help create safer communities for everyone. GPS was proud to be involved with over 2.4million other students to take a stand against bullying. The SRC ran an avatar poster competition which was judged by Mrs Wakefield on Friday. Each student created an avatar during computer lessons which was then combined onto a class poster. Each class developed a message for their posters to stand up against bullying. Mrs Wakefield was very impressed with the quality of the posters from every class. Congratulations to the infants winning class 1/2C and the Primary winning class 3/4G. The winning classes were presented with a certificate and enjoyed icy poles on Friday during lunch. Georgia Hughes, Ava Sanderson, Rhys Summerville and Joe Hogan SRC Executive
 Zone PSSA Rugby League Trials Mitchell Whitby, William Wooster, Riley Schafer and Rhys Summerville travelled to Tuncurry last Thursday to try out for the Manning Zone PSSA Rugby League team. The boys played exceptionally well in their games, with Mitchell and Riley being included in the final squad. Congratulations boys on a great effort.
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NSW PSSA HOCKEY KNOCKOUT COMPETITION TRAINING ON MONDAYS! We have started the process of selecting our hockey teams which will play in the NSW PSSA Hockey Knockout Competition this year. At this stage we have enough boys to make a team but not enough girls. If we don’t get enough girls then we will have to pull out of the competition. We are holding training sessions on Monday at lunchtime in the top playground. Please bring a mouthguard to school for all of our training sessions as mouthguards are compulsory when playing hockey. Shin pads and sticks will be provided but there is a limited number of both so please bring your own if you can. Melissa Seale and Kim Macdonald Hockey Coordinators
 Zone Hockey Trials Seven of our students headed off to Taree Recreational Grounds last Wednesday 13 March to attend the Zone Hockey Trials. All student were successful at this trial and are heading down to Newcastle next Thursday to try out for the Hunter Team. Congratulations everyone and good luck next week! Students are: Kayla Blanch, Emily Beggs, Kaitlyn Beggs, Amy Fry, Lachlan Sansom, Jackson Moore and Jonas De Angelis.
 Melissa Seale and Kim Macdonald Hockey Coordinators
 GLOUCESTER PUBLIC SCHOOL P&C ASSOCIATION GENERAL MEETING HELD 25th February 2019
 Meeting opened 7.10 pm Attendance: As per attendance book Minutes: Minutes from previous meeting read. Moved to be correct. Moved: Ruth Seconded: Nicole Business arising: • Tea Towel Fundraiser- went very well • Presentation Night 12/12/18- went well. • Animal Nursery at Christmas Carnival well
 supported. • PA system- 1 quote gathered so far.
 Moved: Ruth Seconded: Nicole Correspondence: see correspondence book. Moved: Robyn Seconded: Ruth Uniform Shop: • Need to order more Jumpers, Polo shirts, Dresses, Long pants and Hats. • All children in the school have been provided a new broad rim hat. • Moved: Robyn Seconded: Erin Fundraising: • Mother’s Day stall 9/5/19- preparing to order gifts. • Moved: Nicole Seconded: Robyn Treasurer’s Report: see attached report Moved: Robyn Seconded: Sally Canteen Report: see attached report • Barney or Trevor to clean air conditioner • Canteen menu changed for Term 1 • Passed our Healthy School Canteen menu assessment Moved: Ruth Seconded: Nicole Principals Report: see attached report General Business: • Donation of second-hand uniforms required for
 uniform shop. Leanne W to circulate via Skoolbag app.
 • Smart Packs- not many people have paid yet. Discussion around sending invoices for smart packs to parents.
 Moved: Ruth Seconded: Robyn Meeting closed at 8.30 pm Next General Meeting to be held 25th March 2019.
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Oz Opera presents By the Light of the Moon
 Oz Opera is coming back to Gloucester Public School to perform By the Light of the Moon. Embark on a fabulous journey with a cantankerous cat and an exuberant owl. This all-ages opera explores the untold tale of Edward Lear’s Rhyme The Owl and the Pussycat. There will be two session times on Tuesday 26 March- 11:30am (infants) and 1:30pm (primary). The cost is $8 per student and can be paid at the office or sent in with your child to his/her class teacher. This performance is a wonderful opportunity for our students so don’t miss out!
 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 OZ Opera Permission Note
 My child,_____________________________________ of class ___________has permission to attend Oz Opera’s performance of The Owl and the Pussycat on Tuesday 26 March 2019. Please find enclosed $8.00 OR I have paid online using the code 057001. (Please tick) Signed: ______________________________________ Date: ________________
 Name (please print): ________________________________
 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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