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Page 2
                        

I am going to create a front cover and contents page for my school magazine at the start of my course. I am going to do this because before I go on and create my music magazine I need to know my way around all the software and computers. This will help me gain confidence and knowledge of the software and allow me to make a much better and effective music magazine. I think that this is a very good idea and in the long run I will benefit hugely from doing this. The techniques that I will use in this magazine will develop onto the music magazine. This will be my first project so I think it will not be as successful as my music magazine because I aim to improve a lot and make a very impressive and useful music magazine.

Page 3
                        

I asked some friends that fit my target audience to put together some ideas of what they think should be mentioned on the contents page in a school magazine. This is what they came up with:
   Music Reviews, Sports match reviews, Sports scores, Educational facts, Quiz, Questionnaire, House/school Competitions, Interviews, Quotes, Advertisements, Advertorials Classified Contents page, Student submissions, Cartoons.
 Special editions (Christmas, festivals),
 Polls, Advice Columns, Latest school news, Gossip, Regular features, Horoscopes, Latest gadgets, Stories, Jokes, Sports fixtures, Field trips, Leavers/ New people. Important upcoming Events.

Page 4
                        

To get an idea of what I was going to create I needed to sketch out a basic plan of my school magazine. This helped me a lot in making my front cover on the computer. During the process of making the front cover I changed the layout a bit. This was fine because my sketch was only a plan of what I was going to do.

Page 5
                        


Page 6
                        

On this image I decided to crop out most of the background so it is only the student. I also made this picture a lot darker by lowering the brightness and lifting the contrast a bit. Another way I made this a little bit darker was to put a black box over the top of the image and then change the opacity to a small amount. I chose to use a picture of a student learning to make the school look good to people who do not go to the school. I have cropped out the top and the bottom of the picture because I wanted to focus mostly on the student.

Page 7
                        

To This image I have cropped a bit of the clouds out of it so that there are no birds and so its not too busy. I have also turned the contrast up and the brightness own so that it is much more sharp, dark and bright. I have cropped out the birds because I think they would have been to distracting.

Page 8
                        

I have changed this image so that it is much brighter and I have also made the edges of it soft and curvy so that it didn't look like I just simple plopped a picture on my contents page. I have also made this picture a bit transparent so that you can see some of the background behind it.
 This is a medium shot and only includes the top half of the persons body
 I organised this model to wear glasses and read a book. Wearing classes is a stereotypical sign of an intelligent person so I thought that it would be good to involve this in my school magazine.

Page 9
                        

Making the school magazine really helped me get around the software that I planned to use in my music magazine. It also gave me practise for working out the layout of a typical magazine. You will find that my music magazine has a lot better features than my school magazine. It has much more techniques that a normal magazine would have. This is because once I finished my school magazine I had gained a lot of experience of using the software and creating a user friendly and cool magazine for my intended audience. I had more of an idea of to what a conventional music magazine would look like and was confident that I was going to improve.

Page 10
                        


Page 11
                        

Forms and conventions of magazines in general and music mags in particular such as covers, double page spreads, print outs. These should be annotated indicating what you have discovered.
 The best way to prepare and research into music magazines was to actually to out to shops and buy some music magazines to see first hand what I could include in my creation.
 Before I researched about this I really didn’t have a clue about actually creating a magazine, even though I had read a lot in my time. The magazines helped me get a good idea of what I like in a magazine and what I should include in my magazine to show I understand what my target audience would like.

Page 12
                        

This front cover is very busy and does not leave a lot of free space.
 The title of the magazine “Q” is partly hidden by the main cover picture. This is because it is a well known magazine and people already know the name of it.
 The bar code is in an unusual place in the top right section. Eye contact is made between the person and the audience which draws you into the magazine.
 There is a red theme going on with the main title being red and also the logo being red also. Exclamation marks are often used to gain attention. There are only 2 pictures on the front cover.
 “Britain's biggest music magazine” is the cover line and this is a claim that Q have made. This could mean that it is the thickest music magazine because in shops I have seen that this magazine is very large.
 “Q” magazine has tried to expand their audience by including a woman's edition. This shows that the main audience of this magazine are men.

Page 13
                        

Similar to the above mentioned magazine the logo is partly covered up by the cover picture. There is a dramatic quote from the featured person which gives you an inside look at what the interview is like.
 There is a clear red and yellow theme going on here with highlights of yellow and red and black catching your eye immediately.
 There are 3 pictures on the front cover. The bar code is in the usual bottom right hand
 section which seems to be a common place to be.
 There is definite eye contact between the audience and the person on the front cover. This will draw in the reader and buy it. There is a vast difference in quality between “NME” and “Q” magazine that we have seen in the previous slide. This magazine uses the colour yellow which is thought of as a down market colour. The use of the cut out style letters also enhances the more downmarket vibe of the magazine. I went to a show and noticed that even the feel of the paper that this magazine is printed on is much cheaper and lighter that an upper market magazine such as “Q”.

Page 14
                        

All of these magazine covers have loads of things in common. All of them (with the exception of the special edition pink Floyd) have the “mojo” logo at the top of the cover in either black or white font (depending on what background there is) most of them have something covering up parts of the logo because its a well known magazine title.
 The name of the chosen band is always on the bottom section of the magazine and the bar code if often on the bottom right. It is very common that there is eye contact between the people on the front cover and the audience. The word MOJO means a magical power or spell. The type of front covers shown have a kind of free spirit and magical sense to them.

Page 15
                        

This magazine also has its main title “kerrang” covered up a bit by the head of the person on the front cover picture.
 The name of the band featured is bigger and bolder and of more importance than the actual title of the magazine.
 There are 3 extra pictures on the front cover.
 This is a very striking front cover largely due to the large and bold red writing in the center of the page.

Page 16
                        

This contents page has 7 different pictures included on it. This makes the rest of the writing easier to read. The yellow on black and black on yellow really works well because they both are contrasting colours. The contents page does not link with the front cover because they have used different colour schemes.
 The use of lines to separate the pictures is very clever and work really well. There is an introduction to the magazine by the producer of the magazine, this is very long and is signed at the bottom with their signature.
 Overall this contents page it very effective because the highlighted yellow text makes it easy to understand and register.

Page 17
                        

Most of this contents page is covered up with a simple picture of the main band. I think this makes it boring and too focused on the band when there are other important things in the magazine aswell.
 I think that the heading of each subject in the contents page is not big and colourful enough and it quite bland. I do like the fact that they have an “every month” section at the bottom to show the regular bits that they include.
 This contents page has the logo of the magazine in it and keeps the colour scheme simple. They put the logo in side the magazine to exploit it as much as possible so people that walk past and just glance at the magazine will know what magazine it is.
 You can see how I have related my contents page to this example.

Page 18
                        

The colours on this contents page are mainly blue and white. This is really simple and maybe a little boring. This page sets the tone for the rest of the magazine as informal and textual.
 The font is very small and from a distance nothing really stands out for me. I like the way that the contents is split up into different groups such as “features” “ones to watch” and “fashion”. This is a good idea in case someone want to skip through the contents and just see roughly what's inside they don't have to read the whole of the text to see it. The comparison of something holy such as Jesus in this picture is interesting because the long hair and the body language of the man

Page 19
                        

This double page spread involves one page of picture and the other page has a large title and a little bit of writing. This is what I will do because I want to involve a good large picture as the main page then have the large title.
 This is very effective because the picture is always in view even while reading so if it is a good one people will want to read more of the text.
 The highlighted letters of the title being purple adds to the attractiveness of the magazine. I will try to include this with my theme colours because it will attract more people into reading the text below.

Page 20
                        

This double page spread also has a picture covering one whole page. Is time it is the other side of the spread. I think that the big picture should be on the left page because it eases the audience into the reading and makes them look at the picture first, because the audience will always look left to right.
 This title is also big and coloured with the theme colours of the magazine. This happens often in magazines so I am thinking of doing the same.
 The text starts with a huge “I” so you can see where it stars and to make it neat. This is a very good idea and I think I will be including this in my magazine because I like the look of it when I read magazines.

Page 21
                        

Both of these double page spreads have one half picture and the other half text. I think that this is the best way to lay out a double page spread to keep the reader interested and to make it a very bold statement.
 I like the fact that there is a title on the main picture of the top double page spread. It make it very clear what it is about.
 I prefer the title being on the side where the text is and just having the picture on its own so that the picture is not disturbed by text. On the top picture there are 3 columns of text. This is the normal number of columns so I think I will use this format for my double page spread. It is a very good manageable number of colummns. The main artist is even wearing clothing with the “K” logo of kerrang magazine.
 Once again the logo of the magazine is placed in the top corner of the magazine. This is to further advertise the magazine to other people. The makers of that magazine will want the logo spread around everywhere so that they can get the magazine well known.

Page 22
                        

This double page spread is very colourful and busy. I think that it has a very clear colour scheme and will attract the audience it is aiming for. This audience will be young teenage girls.
 This also had one page nearly completely dedicated to an image but also, unlike other double page spreads I have seen it has pictures on the other page. I think that this looks very good and makes it looks like there is less text to read, making the reader read it.

Page 23
                        

I asked some peers to put together some ideas of what they think should be mentioned on the contents page in a music magazine. This is what they came up with:
   A gig guide, Reviews (Live/ALBUM), Posters, Competitions, Interviews, Quotes, Advertisements, Advertorials Classified Contents page, Letters, Fan submissions, Freebies, Cartoons,
 Special editions (Christmas, festivals),
 Previews, Polls, Editorials, Merchandising, Top 10s, Advice Columns, Latest breaking news, Gossip, Regular features, Horoscopes, Latest gadgets, Product reviews, Stories

Page 24
                        

Target Audience and what they expect to get from a music magazine e.g. contents, layout – this could take the form of questionnaires.
 My target audience is going to be teenagers from the age of about 15 to 19 who are interested in a wide range of genres in music. People this age are the generation that like to purchase and listen to different kind of music. They are very open minded and will buy magazines to find out new types of music and follow trends. I asked my peers of this age and description what they expect form a music magazine that they would read.

Page 25
                        

Here are some images of what my target audience would look and dress like. As you can see they are all into live music and are all at live events. They will want to buy and enjoy my magazine. The features in my magazine will attract them and make them buy the magazine every week.

Page 26
                        


Page 27
                        

I decided to make this magazine a weekly magazine because the magazines I was researching all
 were weekly magazines so I thought that this was the most effective way of having a magazine. This meant that I did not need 90+ pages and only about 50 to sum up the news of the week. I have chosen to make the main cover story (Freddie Keen) take up all of the cover with only the face. I organised this photo so that it looks like he is performing because the whole story is about him coming back to perform. I chose to tell Freddie to have his eyes closed to signify how concentrated he is in his performance.
 StraplineMasthead
 Main Cover Line
 Cover Line or Plugs
 Cover Line
 Bar Code
 Date/Cost
 Ear
 Web address
 Main front cover picture (USP)

Page 28
                        

The major selling point in this magazine is the massive comeback tour by Freddie. I have used words such as “Massive, Must and ULTIMATE.” These words all have a big impact when you read them and gives a sense of urgency and that you have to get the magazine. I have used the word “Special” which makes the readers think they are special and they are gaining access to exclusive content.

Page 29
                        


Page 30
                        

After getting feedback from my target audience I found out that the picture that I use for my front cover didn't really attract them into the magazine. So I went out and got a friend to pose for me and used a close up of his face to be the main picture. This looks a lot better because in comparing it to other magazines I found out that most front covers have a close up as the main picture. I also changed the name because “Spiritualized” sounds like it should be a whole band. So I changed it to just one name so it is like a singer songwriter.

Page 31
                        


Page 32
                        

Because of the change in my front cover I needed to change my contents page so they mixed together neatly. I found out that the logo of the magazine is exploited around quite often in magazines so I have added a few of the “LOUD” logo in a few times.I also Added captions to pictures because in every picture on the research that I carried out there were captions on the pictures. People like to read about what the picture is taken of. With the red, black, yellow and white colour scheme I decided that I will put a red ear in the top corner of the picture to show in an arty way what page this is. I have found out in my research that having ears in pages is an effective way of getting the audiences attention. I have used my masthead on the contents page so that it becomes a familiar sight and that is will get recognised around shops and places.

Page 33
                        


Page 34
                        

After realising that magazines like to include their logo often I decided to put in my “LOUD” logo onto the bottom left side of the page. This will make passers by see what magazine they are reading and think about buying it.

Page 35
                        

These pictures are a mixture of a long shot, a medium shot and a close up.
 To edit these pictures I added a red boarder around each picture and layered the pictures so that they overlap. This looks very neat compared to the original way they were grouped. And I think my target audience will be drawn to the pictures a lot more with the red boarders. I spent a lot of time manipulating my pictures because I wanted them to look perfect and also follow the magazines motif and match all the other pictures.

Page 36
                        

I didn’t like this picture having too much light, so I decided to edit it by changing the brightness to really dark, and sharpen the picture to make it more crisp and interesting. I also put another image behind this picture and made it really faint so that there is just a subtle change in the picture. This looks much more appealing as a front cover image now.

Page 37
                        

When I saw this picture it looked very nice but it didn’t look like it was dark enough to be on the front cover. I spent a lot of time and effort in making this picture perfect for the front cover. I darkened the picture while raising the contrast so that the colours seemed sharper. I also added a sharpened mask to this picture which makes the edges and lines of the picture much more pronounced. I also changed the Hue and Saturation to give a kind of blue grainy tone to the picture. I think that this works well and makes the skin much smoother and catches the audiences attention.
 I also changed the background colour to a very dark blue, almost black because this would suit my masthead and look much better.

Page 38
                        

This is a long shot which shows a campsite and a stage in the background. I have edited this picture by cropping the picture slightly making it a bit more narrow making sure that the most important things are in the picture. I did this because I didn’t want to waste any space. I also drew a big red box over the picture and make it slightly see through giving it a red tint because I wanted to give it a bit of colour. The main feature of this pictures are the tents. The fact that you can give a lot of tents gives off a communal atmosphere and really suggest the tribe community comes into place when going to a festival. I have cropped out some space from the back of the stage so that I could focus more on the orange tent at the front. I really wanted to suggest the point of tribal living with the shots of the tents.

Page 39
                        

This long shot photo is very interesting to start off with so I just make a minor change making it a bit darker and raising the contrast a bit. I also cropped this picture to make it a bit less busy and more symmetrical. This picture captures the energy at a gig and is a perfect picture for the contents page. The mise on scene in this picture is very full of people creating an electric atmosphere. The focus of this picture is on the crowd and the ordinary people having a good time. Not on the band. The readers can relate to this image. The main theme of this magazine is live music. So the setting in this photo shoot was perfect to illustrate the live music scene.

Page 40
                        

This picture captures an artist performing live. This is a perfect image to use in my music magazine because it is an action shot. I cropped this picture to make the guitarists a complete focus on the image. I also made this image a little bit darker to take a bit of the blur out of the picture. I have cropped out the man to the left of the picture because he didn’t look like he was doing much and looks uninteresting and made the picture look messy.
 I also spend a lot of time getting a border on this picture. I added an “Embossed” effect on this picture giving it a 3D feel and makes the picture stand out a bit more.

Page 41
                        


Page 42
                        

For this double page spread and most of this magazine creation I have followed the conventions of a typical music magazine. But in one case I have challenged the conventions by making both pages of the double page spread blend in to each other with a use of gradients. I did this because I preferred a much smoother and slick style of everything blending into each other.

Page 43
                        

Again, I think that this action shot is perfect for a music magazine and the readers will find this picture very interesting and related to the picture on the other side of the double page spread. I put a red boarder around this picture just like the pictures on the front cover because I have asked my peers and they prefer pictures having boarders because it makes it look much more neat and tidy.

Page 44
                        

I thought that this picture would be brilliant for a whole page in my double page spread because it is a really interesting image. I thought that it could become relevant by writing the text across the image in a matrix kind of effect. I wrote three lines of “The Code” across the picture and think that the readers will find this very interesting and the target audience will like this type of manipulation.

Page 45
                        

The subtle difference between these two pictures is that I have made the edited picture a bit darker so that the picture does not look washed out and grainy. Because I had to zoom in quite a bit to get this medium shot it had turned out quite grainy. I tried to eliminate the graininess by making it darker and using an anti blur tool on the picture. I was quite a challenge to get a subtle difference in the pictures without taking it too far.

Page 46
                        

To edit this image all I have done is make it darker and heighten the contrast. I did this because the un-edited version of the image looks un interesting and does not really catch your eye. Now with the bold colours and more defined shapes this picture comes alive and appeals to the eye. I decided not to crop out the camera on the right because it gives a sense of chase and that the fast pace music is worth documenting.

Page 47
                        

This close up of the back of the artists jacket is very detailed and catches the eye very easily. To make the jewelled pattern on the jacket stand out much more I have raised the contrast much more to make the colours bold. This shows the upper class and “bling” like way of the rapper that is stereotyped in the world today. The fact that most of the frame of the shot is covered by the jacket shows its importance and shows that this man is superior to the fans watching him on stage.

Page 48
                        

I found that in my research a lot of the magazines used red writing. This is because it is clear and attract attention straight away. So I already knew what colour I wanted my headings to be. I just needed to pick what font I was going to use and how big it will be. I did some experimentation into what font I like the best.The mode of address that I used in my magazine was directed to quite educated students because it involves quite long sentences and there were not many slang words. I didn’t use many slang words because in the magazines that are like my creation, they do not tend to use slang words because the target audience doesn't really use them in a normal conversation.

Page 49
                        

I wanted to get the best font for my masthead because it will be the main aspect of the magazine when it is on the shelves. I decided that I wanted white writing on a red background because they go very well together and the red background really draws in potential buyers and makes it stand out from the rest of the magazines on the shelf.
 My chosen font was Walkway Ultra

Page 50
                        

I chose this from because the simplicity of the font really stand out and the boldness and uppercase way of the presentation implies that someone would shout this title. The white writing shows really well on the red background and I think that the masthead is very attractive. I think my target audience will like this font because it is easy on the eye and because it is all in capital, people will see it from a long way away.

Page 51
                        

I did not know what sort of language I should use in my magazine, so I decided to research the type of language magazines of a similar genre to mine use.
 I had a read of magazines such as Kerrang and NME to understand the type of language and phraseology used to address the target audience.
 Reading these magazines really helped me plan out my text and make sure my target audience could relate to the text. So to get my text perfect I needed to plan out what I was going to say on a separate document.

Page 52
                        

WILL-E-AMAN INSIGHT INTO THE BRAND NEW ALBUM
 I decided to write this little sentence of text underneath the title because it looked very plain with just “WILL-E-AM” on its own. I also wanted people to know what the whole text was about at a glance so they can read it knowing the subject.I chose to do this in quite formal language because it sets up the text vey well.
 I chose to have the “brand new” in bold and red because I wanted to emphasise the fact that it was big news and that it was very important. I did this because in magazines that I looked at they tend to highlight things in bold and in a different colour.
 I used a Vrinda font for this text at the size of 216 for “WILL-E-AM” and size 29 for the rest. All except for the “A” at the beginning which was stretched upwards, the “E” which was coloured red and the “brand new” which was red and in capitals.

Page 53
                        

“I’m so stoked about this album, It’s the best yet by far, you’re going to LOVE it”
 I wanted to include an important and interesting quote from the interview and put it as a main feature on this page because it also gives the reader a quick impression as to what the interview is like. All of he magazines that I looked at for research had this technique so that was evidence that I should do this. I had written “excited” instead of “stoked” but the first one sounded a bit too formal and unenthusiastic so I decided to go for the commonly used “stoked” as an expression of excitement. Again I highlighted the “LOVE” by putting it in capitals and making it red. I did this because “love” is a very meaningful work and has a lot of impact if it is used like this. The reader will see the positivity of the word and read into this text.
 I used a Vrinda font for this text at the size of 18. All except for the “LOVE” which was coloured red and in capitals.

Page 54
                        

As I sit in Will`s fancy recording studio interviewing him about the New album, it all seems a bit too calm. He takes me through all the equipment and plays me a few of his upcoming releases. The first track blasted out of the bass enhanced speakers was surprisingly musical and involved a superb bass line that has the potential to be on everyone’s iPods by the end of the year. The mixture of heavy guitar riffs and poppy lyrics introduce the whole album and cement Will`s place in the charts.
 This writing is the first column of my double page spread out of 3. I wanted to set the scene first of all. It is a kind of summery of what is happening and makes the audience feel comfortable.
 I used a Vrinda font for this text at the size of 12. All except for the “A” at the beginning which was coloured red and at the size of 24.

Page 55
                        

This is for sure, a new sound for  Will-E-Am and it definitely has a winning formulae
 I used a Vrinda font for this text at the size of 12
 This sentence is a very positive sentence and I wanted to make it quite appealing to read to the target audience. This is the second column on the page which is largely taken up with a picture. The little text I have under the picture keeps the text flowing into the next column.

Page 56
                        

The anticipation surrounding this new album is intense, and Will definitely thinks that he will deliver the right songs and make the public feel better about modern music. “I’m so stoked about this album, it’s the best yet by far, you’re going to love it and so will the public. I just know it.”The new Album “The Code” will be out early 2010 and will hit all major stores and exclusive downloads on ITunes. Be sure to collect your copy and experience the wonder that is... Will-E-Amwww.myspace.com/Will-E-AM/THECODEALBUM
 I used a Vrinda font for this text at the size of 12. All except for the “the code” which was coloured red. And the website address that was coloured grey and sized 9.
 I chose to use the work “intense” to make this article more lively and interesting. I chose to mage this article very positive and upbeat toward the music and the artist it is representing. This is because Half of this paragraph is about promoting where the album is going to be sold. This is done in magazines at the end of the article. Another common technique I saw while researching magazines was that there is always the website address at the bottom of the page. It is normally the link to hear the music so the audience can do a bit of research into the artists if they begin to like him.

Page 57
                        

The masthead is placed at the top of the magazine cover in a very large font. Its white text helps it stand out against the red background of the text. I chose to put the masthead in the top left corner because often the magazines are stacked so that this corner is the only one you can see. So if I put my masthead in this corner, passers by will see the most important bit of the magazine. The image takes up most of the space of the cover with the cover lines filling in the gaps and making it look busy. The “First Issue” over laps the masthead but only a little bit. It sill stands out from far away. I chose to challenge the conventions of a music magazine because most magazines I saw had the tag line below the main masthead. I decided to put it above the “LOUD” text because it fits very well and doesn't get in the way too much.
 “live a loud life” uses a clever alliteration that is quite catchy to the reader.

Page 58
                        

The masthead is placed at the top of the magazine cover in a very large font. Its red text helps it stand out against the black background of the text. I also did some research and asked members of my target audience if this will stand out enough and they said it would. I chose to put the masthead in the top left corner because often the magazines are stacked so that this corner is the only one you can see. So if I put my masthead in this corner, passers by will see the most important bit of the magazine. The image takes up most of the space of the front cover with the cover lines filling in the gaps and making it look busy. The “First Issue” ear is close to the masthead but does not interfere with the masthead. I chose to make the main cover story text almost as big as the mast head text because as this is a new magazine people will not yet know the name of the magazine but they will know the name of the famous artists on the cover. This will stand out much more and make my audience pick up the magazine.

Page 59
                        

Before going on to any ICT related designs I had to draw out a sketch of what I wanted my magazine to roughly look like. Then when I had this done I could transform it onto the computer and even change it a little bit to adapt to my skills and strengths.
 I had a rough idea of what my magazine was going to look like, I knew how to plan it and note down my ideas because of the previous project I did about the school magazine. I realised how important the planning stages are in making a good magazine. I could not draw in the pictures or write down all the text because I did not yet know what they were going to be and what I was going to write. I worked this out at a later stage.

Page 60
                        


Page 61
                        


Page 62
                        

When I took all my pictures for my magazine I took a whole shot for each picture. This shoot consists of many pictures of the same things but in different angles and different ways of taking a picture of them. I did this so that I could print off all of my contact sheet and choose which picture I like the best out of a collection. Because of this, I ended up with the best pictures that I took and my magazine benefits from this hugely.

Page 63
                        

Chosen Images

Page 64
                        

I decided to carry out another photo shoot for my front cover because the pictures that I had were not very eye catching to my target audience. I wanted a picture of a face close up so I got a peer to pose like he was singing. I chose this picture because I liked the way it was framed. The head takes up a good amount of the picture leaving a nice amount of space for the microphone in the bottom left corner. He looked concentrated in his singing and I think this will be a very good image for a live music magazine.
 Chosen Images

Page 65
                        

Chosen Images
 I chose these pictures because they show live music at its best and indicate that people are having a good time at the gigs. My target audience will like these pictures because they can relate going to the gig because the gig was around where my target audience are based.
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Chosen Images
 I chose these pictures because they are the most appealing and even though you cant see all of the figure it provides a rather mysterious and interesting quality to the image. The burst of in the middle of each picture attracts the reader to looking at the picture. In these pictures the lighting effects give a sense of movement and excitement which ties in well with the live scene.
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I had to do a lot of planning to make sure that my magazine would be the best representative of all my research that I have done.
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 I intend to construct the magazine on my laptop on the software
 Adobe Photoshop. This will be a very useful tool because I know how to use it to quite a high standard and it allows me to be very creative. I intend to gather my images by taking them using my digital camera. I intend to go to music concerts and capture images suitable for my magazine and them base my content on the images I take.
 I went to gigs around the reading area to capture the images. The digital camera was at my use at all times because it was my own camera from home. This allowed a lot of freedom. I then plan to upload the pictures from my own digital camera onto my Laptop where I can begin editing and manipulating the images.
 This is the camera I used
 This is the laptop I used
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 While constructing my magazine I used a variety of technologies.
 I first of all planned out what I was going to include on the pages by drawing a
 quick sketch on a piece of paper.
 I then went out to various festivals and gigs to take pictures of my desired things. For this I used my own digital camera and then uploaded them onto the computer where I could manipulate and put them onto my magazine. I used Adobe Photoshop 7.0 to construct my magazine and also to manipulate the images.
 This was all done on the computer. Using the search engine “Google” helped me a lot because I simply searched pictures of magazines so that I could easily compare my working progress with other peoples and see what I could improve. The internet was a powerful tool in the process or making and planning my magazine, I would have found it much more difficult without the back up help of the internet. I used such websites as (http://www.magforum.com/) to research types of music magazines. I also went on the kerrang website to have a look at the type of magazine that I was creating. I also went on the forum of this website to have a look what the audience wanted from the magazine. (http://ubb.kerrang.com/ubbthreads.php)
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I then used a printer to print out all my designs and drafts to see what they actually look like on paper. This was vital as I needed to see and note down what I could improve. To enhance my images I often just changed the curvature of the saturation and contrast to give a classy dark and sharp effect to my images. I did a lot of cropping to some images so I could only include the bits of the images that I wanted. I sometimes put a border around the picture to make it more in its place and bold. I also used an interesting technique of putting a red box behind the picture and then fading it a bit, this gave off the impression that there is a border while also giving the picture a bit of a red tint. The new technology allowed me to research whatever I would like. The new technology also allowed me to instead of just buy the magazine, it made me be able to construct one myself.
 This was good because it followed on with my motif of the magazine. With the double page spread I put the picture covering the whole of one side and then added a border. I decided to then take away this border because I wanted it to seem bigger. This worked and I thought that it looked a bit plain so I decided to add the text in the background of the picture and fade it quite a bit to give off a mysterious effect to go along with the title of the interviewee’s album “The Code”.For my evaluation I used a PowerPoint presentation and I also used a scanner to scan in my draft plans. This was the best way of evaluating my work that I have done because it shows my work very clearly and It was very simple and easy to use.
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I think that the aspects that work well very much overshadow and outweigh the aspects that do not. Some of the things that worked well were the colour scheme of red white and black. This worked well because it is a very modern colour scheme and also hugely eye catching. I also think that the pictures worked very well and have a huge impact on my magazine; they are very relevant and impressive and make the reader want to see more of the pictures inside. Another thing that worked well was the contents page being half a picture and half the writing.
 I decided to do this after researching some magazine contents pages and decided that this was the most effective way of doing it. It makes the magazine seem not too wordy, is very pleasing to the eye and provides plenty to look at for the reader. I think that the double page spread works well especially because of the coded writing in the background which fits in nicely with the artist’s album named “The Code”. This makes the pages seem mysterious and with it being slightly in the background and faded it does not take too much away from the other aspects of the double page spread. Some of the things that were not very successful I think were the different fonts in the whole of the texts.
 I think I should have changed the fonts to roughly the same colours and styles. I also should have included more things in the contents and front page because on further research I have found out that there is a lot more things in the magazine. I also think that the fonts were a bit too bi made it seem a bit unprofessional and children like.
 I knew how to make a magazine but when I went into it I realised that I needed to get into much more depth and know a lot more about the creation of a magazine.
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The fact that I did a lot of research on other media texts really helped me create my magazine. So some of the techniques rubbed off on me and you can see a lot of similarities between my text and the existing texts. So in this instance I think that it compared very well to other texts because it involves some ideas from them but experimented with and changes a little bit. The things I found problematic about creating my text was making it look realistic and trying to create something that was worth buying. I often thought I had the general idea of what should be on a magazine but I often turned out that I needed to do more research into what I actually needed to do. Once I had done some research into it, I found it very fun and spent a lot of time on it. I also started off making things much too minimal and was scared to add much more into my text. This was overcome by experimenting and testing out different styles. Another problem I found out was that I couldn’t normally decide on what I liked best in my text. I found myself with two different versions of which I both liked equally as much. To help me over come my problem I asked a group of my friends which version they preferred and the winner I chose to be my final version of the text. This was also good because the people I was asking were my target audience.
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My product represents the indie and classy social groups covering genres from rock, indie and stylish R and B. It does this by having interesting and arty fonts along with clever ideas, such as the Coded righting faded in the background of the double page spread. It also does this by using the colour red, this colour in particular is very attractive and eye catching, so I have dotted this colour around different pages to represent the corporate image.
 The heavy usage of exclamation marks is intended to draw the intended social groups in and make them read and recognise what they are seeing as a cool product that they would like to buy.
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I created a questionnaire so that I could give it to people that fit my target audience criteria and they could answer the questions on it giving me a good indication of to how my magazine attracts people and I can know if there is anything wrong with it. I felt that this was the best way of keeping a record of what the audience felt about my magazine because it could be kept safe and I can always refer to it if I need to make any changes. I have to make sure that I ask my target audience about my magazine because they are the people that are going to buy the magazine.
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I gave this to 4 males and 4 females.
 All of these people have bought music magazines before
 Because of the target audience of my music magazine being the people I asked in this questionnaire, the most common magazines bought were NME and kerrang
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Again because of my target audience the most popular genre of music were Rock and R&B
 Most people came to the conclusion that the colour scheme was clearly visible but a few felt that they did not know the scheme.
 One person said that the text on the double page spread was easy to read but they did not like the font. Another person said that the text on the front cover and the contents page were “well laid out and clear to read.”
 Everybody thought that the stories in the contents page sounded interesting. This was because I did research on what my audience would want in the magazine and applied that research to my construction.
 3 people would buy this magazine for this price but the rest would not.
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The majority of the audience would buy this magazine for 1 pound to 1 pound 50.
 Most people said that they would purchase a subscription to this magazine. I would imagine this is because it has interesting items in it because of the fact that I did my research.
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The comments that I got about my masthead were mostly positive but I had some negative as well.
 One person said that the colour of the masthead text was very “effective” and someone said that if they were to see it from a distance they would be drawn to the masthead straight away. One person said that the simple nature of the masthead looked very stylistic but then another person mentioned that it was boring and would need a but more “spicing up” for them to be attracted to it. The feedback for the tagline was very positive as I had people saying that it was very “catchy” and that the “alliteration made it roll off the tongue and is one of the best I have heard.” One person mentioned that the pricing was a bit too much for the first issue because “the first one should be on special offer as an introductory price.”
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The comments that I received for the article about Will-E-am were again, both positive and negative from my target audience. A few people said that The words that were highlighted in red really stood out for them and that it was “too distracting from the article.” One person commented about the layout as being “very well laid out and easy on the eye.” The comments I got about the picture were mostly good because people seemed to like that fact that it has a red border around it.One person said “I really like the use of lighting on the picture because it makes the performance seem electrifying.” A lot of people commented on the article looking “professional” and they were saying that it looks like something you would buy in the stores. A few people said that they would prefer the font to be smaller and a bit different because it was “too tall.”
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“The picture on the cover stood out to me because the fact that it is mostly covering the page makes it very definitive.” “I think that the masthead should stand out much more because it is a very clever tagline and masthead. It should be shown off much more so that the brand could develop and get well known.” “The use of the highlighted words such as “massive” in
 bold and yellow work really well in the way of attracting me to the magazine, seeing these words highlighted in yellow in the corner of my eye will make me want to see what the rest of the sentence says.”
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“I am very impressed with the pictures used and they really stand out to me, the main front cover picture catches my eye but I think it would be better if the model was making eye contact with the camera because this would draw me in much more.”“I really like your pictures because they all are of live performers and let the audience know that you are covering all the latest concerts and gigs.”
 “The picture of the crowd on the contents page makes the magazine seem very lively and I think it is the perfect representation of live music and what your magazine aims to be.”
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“I think that people that like to go to festivals and gigs will purchase this magazine because it had a lot of new and different bands featured.”“I think that teenagers will like to buy the magazine because it has a lot of interesting features and the way it is all laid out is very easy on the eye, I can see teenagers getting attracted to the front cover because of the interesting colour scheme and the red section on the left of the page looks very attractive.”

Page 83
                        

From making my media text I have learned many things. Everything that I made and changed I had a choice in doing so. I had to choose between what to include because of the audience I was trying to address. I realise that I need to address different audiences in different ways.
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