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            OCCASIONAL PAPER NO. 4 FRIDAY, JANUARY 4, 2013 From Prison to Prison, Occupation to Occupation: Advancing the Struggle Against US Imperialism Written by Kali Akuno For the Malcolm X Grassroots Movement and Malcolm X Solidarity Committee I t is not without accident that the United States, a virtual prison house of nations and peoples, is the greatest incarcerator in the world. The United States government spends more money trying to contain and subdue nations, peoples, and social move- ments within its own borders and the world at large via its civilian law enforcement agencies (Police, Sheriffs, etc.), intelligence services (Homeland Security, FBI, CIA, NSA, etc.), and military (Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marines) than all the other governments of the earth combined! 1 Since the end of the second major inter- imperialist war of the 20th century (called World War II in bourgeois circles), the United States has played the role of the principle regulator and enforcer of the im- perialist world-system. In this role, the United States government has built the most intensive and extensive killing machine the world has ever seen! To protect its colonial possessions in North America, the United States settler-colonial government has built the most penetrating and full-spectrum network of repressive enforcement in human history in the form of the Police, Sheriffs, Rangers, Customs, FBI, Homeland Security, Secret Service, as well as the numerous private security and other protective services employed in the service of protecting these possessions and the system of private property at the heart of capi- talist production. 1 See http://www.globalissues.org/article/75/world-military-spending, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_military_ expenditures, and http://www.fas.org/irp/budget/index.html. One also has to factor in that the US government maintains a secret budget for military and intelligence expenditures that is not disclosed to the public, see http://www.theregister.co.uk/2009/05/08/ us_dod_black_budget/ and http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/2009/05/pentagons-black-budget-grows-to-more-than-50-billion/ for more details. 
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OCCASIONAL PAPER NO. 4 FRIDAY, JANUARY 4, 2013
 From Prison to Prison, Occupation to Occupation:Advancing the Struggle Against US Imperialism
 Written by Kali Akuno For the Malcolm X Grassroots Movement and Malcolm X Solidarity Committee
 It is not without accident that the United States, a virtual prison house of nations and peoples, is the greatest incarcerator
 in the world. The United States government spends more money trying to contain and subdue nations, peoples, and social move-ments within its own borders and the world at large via its civilian law enforcement agencies (Police, Sheriffs, etc.), intelligence services (Homeland Security, FBI, CIA, NSA, etc.), and military (Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marines) than all the other governments of the earth combined!1
 Since the end of the second major inter-imperialist war of the 20th century (called World War II in bourgeois circles), the United States has played the role of the principle regulator and enforcer of the im-
 perialist world-system. In this role, the United States government has built the most intensive and extensive killing machine the world has ever seen!
 To protect its colonial possessions in North America, the United States settler-colonial government has built the most penetrating and full-spectrum network of repressive enforcement in human history in the form of the Police, Sheriffs, Rangers, Customs, FBI, Homeland Security, Secret Service, as well as the numerous private security and other protective services employed in the service of protecting these possessions and the system of private property at the heart of capi-talist production.
 1 See http://www.globalissues.org/article/75/world-military-spending, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_military_expenditures, and http://www.fas.org/irp/budget/index.html. One also has to factor in that the US government maintains a secret budget for military and intelligence expenditures that is not disclosed to the public, see http://www.theregister.co.uk/2009/05/08/us_dod_black_budget/ and http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/2009/05/pentagons-black-budget-grows-to-more-than-50-billion/ for more details.
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And to protect the imperialist system against the threats of national liberation and socialist revolution, the United States government has built a network of more than 700 military bases throughout the world2 to enforce and ad-vance the capitalist system of production and has militarized space with thousands of spy satellites to try and monitor our every move.
 Domestic containment, via the garrison settler-state, and international containment, via the full-spectrum military apparatus of the United States government are two sides of the same coin. Working in tandem to crush both internal and external resistance, these institutions and mechanisms have enabled the United States government to act as the imperial hegemon for nearly 70 years. United States impe-
 2 See http://www.alternet.org/story/47998/737_u.s._military_bases_%3D_global_empire.
 rialism cannot be adequately understood and resisted, let alone defeated, unless both of sides of this coin are ad-dressed and confronted simultaneously.
 The killing machine that is the United States government has never gone unchallenged, however. Repression breeds resistance and the peoples’, workers’, women’s and other social movements have always resisted the United States Empire, both within its claimed territories and throughout the world.
 The depth of this resistance is evidence by the extent the United States government goes to suppress it. One glaring example of this is the prison complex built by the settler-colonial garrison state. As noted above, the United States has built the most extensive prison system the world has ever seen. This system is built to contain the resistance of the national liberation movements of Indigenous, New Af-rikan, Xicano, and Puerto Rican people, and to warehouse their surplus populations. Repression of the organized resis-tance of these liberation movements has resulted in the im-prisonment of hundreds of political prisoners and prisoners of war from organizations like AIM, BLA, BPP, MOVE, FALN, etc. And repression of the more unorganized resistance of oppressed peoples to economic dispossession and other forms of super-exploitation, via the extensive criminalization of the underground economy and various strategies of sur-vival employed therein (including immigration), has resulted in the imprisonment, state supervision, or deportation of nearly 10 million people in 2012 alone!
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Let us look at the concrete figures:
 • There are currently over 4.3 million people imprisoned in the United States3 and close to 5 million people on some form probation, parole or other form of state supervision4
 • There are more than 100 political prisoners and prison-ers of war from the Indigenous sovereignty movement, the Puerto Rican Independence Movement, and the Black Liberation and New Afrikan Independence Move-ments5
 • There are an unknown number, perhaps thousands, of prisoners incarcerated for political reasons after the unilateral declaration of war on the tactic of “terrorism” by the United States government in 2001, most of them Muslims, Arabs, South and Southeast Asians, and immi-grants6
 3 See http://www.sentencingproject.org/template/page.cfm?id=107.4 See http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Incarceration_in_the_United_States#cite_note-bjscorrect2009-4, http://bjs.ojp.usdoj.gov/index.cfm?ty=pbdetail&iid=4538 and http://bjs.ojp.usdoj.gov/index.cfm?ty=tp&tid=11.5 See http://www.thejerichomovement.com/jericho.html, http://www.kersplebedeb.com/mystuff/powpp.html, and http://www.finalcall.com/artman/publish/National_News_2/article_8782.shtml.6 See http://ccrjustice.org/newsroom/press-releases/muslim,-arab,-south-asian-men-rounded-post-9/11-based-racial,-religious-prof.
 • 1 out of 3 New Afrikan men in the United States will go to prison at some point in their lifetime7
 • There are more than 200 facilities in use to imprison and detain immigrants
 • More than 400,000 immigrants were detained in 20118
 • And more than 400,000 immigrants were deported by the United States government in 20129
 To defeat this system, the forces of resistance must de-velop the capacity to link our limited tactical campaigns to an overall comprehensive anti-imperialist strategy that gives equal weight to the struggles within and without the ter-ritorial confines of the United States Empire. Piecemeal ap-proaches, or approaches that seek to perfect the promises of the bourgeois society like that advocated by many of the proponents of the “New Jim Crow” movement, don’t get at the roots of the problem. We must get to the roots by
 7 See http://www.alternet.org/story/154587/1_in_3_black_men_go_to_prison_the_10_most_disturbing_facts_about_racial_inequality_in_the__u.s._criminal_justice_system.8 See http://www.aclu.org/immigrants-rights/detention.9 See http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/2012/1224/Deportations-of-illegal-immigrants-in-2012-reach-new-US-record.
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dismantling the relations of capitalism, colonial subjugation, white supremacy, and patriarchy that are the foundations of imperialist world-system. We can start on the issue of state repression and containment within United States by link-ing the following struggles and the communities invested in their resolution:• The struggle to free our political prisoners and prison-
 ers of war• The struggle to stop police brutality, racial profiling and
 extrajudicial killing• The struggle to end the so-called wars on drugs, gangs,
 and crime • The struggle to end mass incarceration and the ever
 expanding prison-industrial complex • The struggle to end immigrant raids, detentions, and
 deportations • The struggle to defeat the homeland security and sur-
 veillance state
 • The struggles for self-determination and national libera-tion of the oppressed nations subjugated within the territories claimed by the United States government
 These struggles must be linked with international strug-gles to:
 • End the international war on drugs• Dismantle the network of US military bases spread
 throughout the world• Dismantle the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
 (NATO) • Dismantle AFRICOM and the other strategic com-
 mands of the US military • End the US and UN occupations of Haiti, Afghanistan,
 Iraq, Congo, etc. • End US sponsorship and protection of the Zionist
 settler-colonial project of Israel • And more!
 If imperialism is to be defeated, it is imperative that we advance our struggle on the anti-imperialist line and work step by step to dismantle the killing machine that is the United States government as a concrete contribution towards stamping out imperialism everywhere. Neither the United States government, nor the imperialist system itself, is indestructible. The system can and ultimately will be defeated, like all the empires and exploitative systems that have come before in human history. In order to do so, we must continue to struggle to unite the peoples and work-ers of the world, for it is ultimately either communism or barbarism.
 The future is in our hands.
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Short Chronology of Mass Imprisonment andResistance in the United States and Internationally
 1970sIn response to the massive internal resistance from the peoples’ movements (Black, Xicano, Native American, and Asian movements), the anti-war movement, and the cultural transformation movements of the 1960’s and 70’s, the US government begins to create the containment laws and policies that build the prison-industrial complex, with the declaration of the modern “war on drugs” in 1971, the creation of the Rockefeller drugs laws in 1971, and the prison boom in California in late 1970’s.
 1980s-90sEmploying the laws and policies established in the 1970’s, mass incarceration explodes as the US government fosters the import millions of tons of cocaine from South America and heroine from central Asia to finance reactionary counter-revolutions in Nicaragua, El Salvador, Colombia, Peru and Afghanistan and to undermine and destroy the peoples’ movements and the threat they pose within the United States by criminalizing millions of Black and Brown youth, who were driven to rely on the un-derground economy for survival in the wake of the massive deindustrialization of
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For further information, or to link up with us for future actions, events, campaigns or organizing, please visit our websites:
 MXGM.orgNavigatingTheStorm.blogspot.com
 the US in the 1980s. The prison explosion was also politically-motivated to stimulate the economy, along with the Reagan-Bush expansion of the US war machine, at a time when US hegemony faced increasing international challenge and crisis which meant that the distribution of material goods and privileges to “middle class” and petty bourgeois sectors needed to be bolstered by intensifying the criminaliza-tion of poor from the colonized nations within the US. The police and military intelligence are further politicized by connecting the war on drugs, domestically and internationally, with prison gang manipulation/provoca-tions and with gang/snitch networks in targeted communities.
 1990sAs the containment of Afrikan and Xicano communities intensified, migrant labor became a major focus for government intensified repression, control, and regulation—and deportation—as the economy transformed further towards low-wage service employment and sweatshop production. This lead to the massive expansion of ICE and detention centers, and mass arrests of migrant laborers.
 2000sThe internationalization of political intelligence and repressive systems through the war on terrorism, rogue-state utilization (like Libya and Syria) for “extraordinary rendition”, systematiza-tion of torture in interrogation, indefinite detention without charges, the NDAA as further development of the Patriot Act.
 Competitive (global) and subordinate (regional) imperialist powers’ (like NATO, Israel, India, Gulf Kingdoms, etc.) pressed into identical frameworks for intelligence data sharing and operational controls. The global economic and financial crisis heightens popular opposition movements as well as competitive imperialist bloc formations (like BRICS and G20). As competition amongst the imperialist blocs intensifies, all the repressive regimes adopt similar repressive strategies and tactics, with each arguing for legitimacy for these measures with “democratic” and “legal” and “human rights” claims, including the standard assertion that political prisoners are only common criminals and are not targets of repression. Anti-Prison movements in the United States and many countries expand the struggle against mass imprisonment, racial profiling, police brutality and extreme sen-tencing (including death penalty), and win many victories against false convictions by exposing the institutional racism, exclusion of the poor and sham prosecutorial techniques.
 2010sPrison movements throughout the world (the US, Palestine, Turkey, India, etc.) reassert their strength and become more united and interconnected through hunger and work strikes, making strides against colonial subjugation (in Palestine, Turkey, and India in particular), building community ties and struggles with anti-prison and free-political prisoners activists and movements, leading again to prisons becoming schools of resistance, revolution, and internationalism.
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