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                            	1. Uncovered Self

Data Analysis/Results

Multigenre Projects Presentation

ENGLISH 145

	2. Agenda

Data Analysis Reflections and Peer-editing

Discussion Facilitation # 7: Uncovered Self by Conrad and Kurt
Uncovered Selves is a powerful story against the demands of
assimilation.

Response writing to an article on Dont ask, dont tell

Multigenre Presentation work: Creating the flyer

	3. Who is Kenji Yoshino?

Professor of Constitutional Law at the NYU School of Law.

received his undergraduate degree from Harvard College, took a
Rhodes Scholarship to Oxford University

earned his law degree at Yale Law School.

A specialist in constitutional law, antidiscrimination law, and law
and literature

http://www.kenjiyoshino.com/http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eM7CU-s_B7Q&feature=channel


	4. A gay professor of law who had to be engaged in
straight-acting

Identity shifts: from straight-acting gay to gay; from a literature
major to law.

You will have a better chance at tenure if you are a homosexual
professional than if you are a professional homosexual (p.
17)

Be openly gay if you want, but dont flaunt.

	5. Phases of gay history and also Kenji Yoshinos
experiences

Conversion (MOST SEVERE)

--through the middle of the twentieth century gays were routinely
asked to convert heterosexuality, whether through electroshock
therapy or psychoanalysis.

Passing

--with the gay rights moment the demand to convert changed to the
demand to pass. Dont ask, dont tell (1993): Gays are permitted to
serve in military as long as they agree to pass.

Covering

--You can be gay, but you cannot flaunt your identities. Fine, be
gay, but dont shove it in our faces.

	6. What is covering?

Covering is sociologist Erving Goffmans term for how we try to tone
down stigmatized identities, even when those identities are known
to the world. To cover is to tone down ones disfavored identity to
fit into the mainstream. It is a form of assimilation.

"It is a fact that persons who are ready to admit possession of a
stigma (in many cases because it is known about or immediately
apparent) may nonetheless make a great effort to keep the stigma
from looming large. . . . this process will be referred to as
covering."

Erving Goffman, Stigma: Notes on the Management of Spoiled Identity
(1963).

Examples of covering:

Religious covering, gay covering, sex-based covering, racial
covering, disability-based covering

	7. Civil Rights and Covering

Although civil rights laws protect race, national origin, religion,
and disability, covering is still very common.

Civil rights are concerned with immutable/biological aspects of our
identity, but covering demands are directed at behavioral aspects
of our personhood.

There is still a demand to mute differences : An example of
assimilation.

	8. The story of uncovered selves

All of us struggle for self expression; we all have covered selves
(p.25)

Everyone covers. To cover is to downplay a disfavored trait so as
to blend into the mainstream. Because all of us possess stigmatized
attributes, we all encounter pressure to cover in our daily
lives.

Kenji Yoshino

	9. How do we all cover?

Racial minorities are pressed to act white by changing their names,
languages, or cultural practices. Women are told to play like men
at work. Gays are asked not to engage in public displays of
same-sex affection. The devout are instructed to minimize
expressions of faith, and individuals with disabilities are urged
to conceal the paraphernalia that permit them to
function.

	10. Yoshino argues

For a new civil rights paradigm that moves away from group-based
equality toward universal liberty rights, and away from legal
solutions toward social solutionsp. 27

	11. Class Discussion and blogging on Covering

1. What parts of your identities are your covering? Are there any
parts of your identities that you cannot fully express?

2. On page 21, Yoshino says all civil right groups feel the bite of
the covering demand. African Americans are told to dress white and
to abandon street talk Asian Americans are told to avoid seeming
fresh off the boat; women are told to play like men at work and to
make their child-care responsibilities invisible What are our
thoughts about Yoshinos statements about the covering demands? Do
you agree? Do you disagree? Do you think Yoshino is essentializing
our identities?

3. Read and respond to the article Potential Dont Ask Repeal
Practical Questions. Do you agree with the Dont Ask, Dont tell
policy? Why? Why not?

	12. What genre is Yoshino using in his writing?

	Personal narrative, or as he calls, literary narrative
	13. Legal arguments
	14. Autobiography
	15. Personal Story: a story against demands of
assimilation
	16. Examples drawn from his personal experiences
	17. Cites important works on civil rights to strengthen his
claims
	18. His main argument: SEE PAGE 27!
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