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            N orthern Valley News N N JANUARY Bindoon • Bullsbrook • Calingiri • Chittering • Gingin • Muchea • Mooliabeenie • New Norcia • Regans Ford • Wannamal 45 2015 Life’s a peach cvcp.com.au COUNTRY PROPERTY EXPERTS cvcp.com.au 47 HIBBERTIA WAY Bindoon Vista Block • 1005 sqm Low maintenance town site block • No time limit to build • Walking distance to town • Underground power, phone and water to block • Investment opportunity – build your investment property BINDOON REDUCED $108,000 BINDOON $549 to $569,000 Craig Hyne 0448 825 833 Amy McAullife 0400 298 884 GINGIN: 9575 2566 BINDOON: 9576 0626 Amy McAullife 0400 298 884 312 TAMARISK DRIVE • 3 x 2 Two Storey home with decked balcony. • Double garage with hard stand area. • 5 Acres with farm land views. • Absolute private location. • Bore, Fully Air Conditioned. • Currently rented at $320 p/w GABBADAH $369,000 Natasha Ramage 0402 178 401 10 PIONEER DRIVE BINDOON • 3x2 2 storey Cape Cod home • Modern kitchen, Ducted evap, Split systems. • Magniﬁcent reticulated gardens • Scheme water, 162L water tank, and bore • Double garage, plus 6 x 9 workshop • 12 solar panels feeding back to the grid • NO ELECTRICITY BILLS – CREDITS WANNAMAL $575,000 LOT 5537 NORTH RD 240 Acre Cropping Block • Ideal add-on or starter block, just 40 km north of Bindoon. • About 215 acres are arable. Good gravely loam. • Permanent water supply from bore, windmill and 23kL tank. Jackie Shervington Both over 70 years old, orchardists John and Eve Morrissey offer a reminder of the joys and health beneﬁts offered by a life lived on the land. Last year they generously donated trays of their peaches for the Gingin School charity auction, for which the NVNews was the sucessfull bidder. Luckily for me, what was intended as a worthy donation resulted in quite a discovery. Their orchard is located on the far west of the Northern Valleys in a subdivision known as ‘The Range’. The drive along Cowalla Road presents typical white sandy banksia country. Then, surprisingly, the topography completely changes. Perched on hills looking east across the Gingin plains lies a richly fertile landscape dotted with giant Tuart trees. This unique location has attracted an especially close- knit horticultural community comprised of small holdings and people who share the love of farming and life of the land. After spending 40 years as a rangeland management ofﬁcer for the Department of Agriculture in Carnarvon and Kununurra, John was looking for a special place when he decided to retire. He had discovered mangoes could be a ﬁnancially rewarding crop, and his research lead him to the beneﬁts of this particular area for horticulture purposes: access to good water, highly fertile ground and the elevation which offers a frost free location – not to mention a refreshing sea breeze. 16 years later the orchard he and Eve planted has matured and includes 2500 mango trees, 600 mandarins and 400 peach trees. They sell their fruit at Canning Vale markets and also enjoy a fond relationship with the Palmyra school farmers’ market. For the last 8 years the markets have offered more than just a place to sell their fruit. John shares, “We have been going there for years and we are now part of the family and school community and enjoy the interaction.” Still competently managing the physically demanding work of picking peaches and mangoes aged 76 and 71 respectively, they could easily pass for a couple in their sixties – and their energy is inspiring. Eve confesses it is not quite what they had initially expected. “We didn’t imagine we would work as hard as we do – I imagined work in the morning and a book in the afternoon.” After spending time with John and Eve, I suspect the real rewards are what money can’t buy. Their active lifestyle has kept them young and much ﬁtter than their peers and kept them involved in a vibrant community. Thankyou to all our brave volunteer ﬁreﬁghters and their support crews for keeping us safe! 
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Northern Valley NewsNN
 JaNua
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 Bindoon • Bullsbrook • Calingiri • Chittering • Gingin • Muchea • Mooliabeenie • New Norcia • Regans Ford • Wannamal
 45
 2015
 Life’s a peach
 GINGIN: 9575 2566 BINDOON: 9576 0626
 cvcp.com.auCOUNTRY PROPERTY EXPERTS
 cvcp.com.auCOUNTRY PROPERTY EXPERTS
 47 Hibbertia WayBindoon Vista Block• 1005 sqm Low maintenance town site block• No time limit to build• Walking distance to town• Underground power, phone and water to block• Investment opportunity – build your investment
 property
 biNDOON reDuceD $108,000 biNDOON $549 to $569,000
 Craig Hyne 0448 825 833Amy McAullife 0400 298 884
 GINGIN: 9575 2566 BINDOON: 9576 0626
 cvcp.com.auCOUNTRY PROPERTY EXPERTS
 cvcp.com.auCOUNTRY PROPERTY EXPERTS
 Amy McAullife 0400 298 884
 312 tamarisk Drive • 3 x 2 Two Storey home with decked balcony.• Double garage with hard stand area.• 5 Acres with farm land views.• Absolute private location.• Bore, Fully Air Conditioned.• Currently rented at $320 p/w
 GabbaDaH $369,000
 Natasha Ramage 0402 178 401
 10 PiONeer Drive biNDOON • 3x2 2 storey Cape Cod home• Modern kitchen, Ducted evap, Split systems.• Magnificent reticulated gardens• Scheme water, 162L water tank, and bore• Double garage, plus 6 x 9 workshop• 12 solar panels feeding back to the grid• NO ELECTRICITY BILLS – CREDITS
 WaNNamal $575,000
 lOt 5537 NOrtH rD 240 Acre Cropping Block• Ideal add-on or starter block, just 40 km north
 of Bindoon.• About 215 acres are arable. Good gravely loam. • Permanent water supply from bore, windmill
 and 23kL tank.
 Jackie Shervington
 Both over 70 years old, orchardists John and Eve Morrissey offer a reminder of the joys and health benefits offered by a life lived on the land.
 Last year they generously donated trays of their peaches for the Gingin School charity auction, for which the NVNews was the sucessfull bidder. Luckily for me, what was intended as a worthy donation
 resulted in quite a discovery.
 Their orchard is located on the far west of the Northern Valleys in a subdivision known as ‘The Range’. The drive along Cowalla Road presents typical white sandy banksia country. Then, surprisingly, the topography completely changes. Perched on hills looking east across the Gingin plains lies a richly fertile landscape dotted with giant Tuart trees. This unique location has attracted an especially close-
 knit horticultural community comprised of small holdings and people who share the love of farming and life of the land.
 After spending 40 years as a rangeland management officer for the Department of Agriculture in Carnarvon and Kununurra, John was looking for a special place when he decided to retire. He had discovered mangoes could be a financially rewarding crop, and his research lead him to the
 benefits of this particular area for horticulture purposes: access to good water, highly fertile ground and the elevation which offers a frost free location – not to mention a refreshing sea breeze.
 16 years later the orchard he and Eve planted has matured and includes 2500 mango trees, 600 mandarins and 400 peach trees. They sell their fruit at Canning Vale markets and also enjoy a fond relationship with the Palmyra school farmers’ market. For the last 8 years the markets have offered more than just a place to sell their fruit. John shares, “We have been going there for years and we are now part of the family and
 school community and enjoy the interaction.”
 Still competently managing the physically demanding work of picking peaches and mangoes aged 76 and 71 respectively, they could easily pass for a couple in their sixties – and their energy is inspiring. Eve confesses it is not quite what they had initially expected. “We didn’t imagine we would work as hard as we do – I imagined work in the morning and a book in the afternoon.”
 After spending time with John and Eve, I suspect the real rewards are what money can’t buy. Their active lifestyle has kept them young and much fitter than their peers and kept them involved in a vibrant community.
 Thankyou to all our brave volunteer firefighters and their support crews for keeping us safe!
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It’s your news...
 Northern Valleys News JANUARY 20152 www.nvnews.com.au
 EmErgENcy NumbErs
 Ambulance 000
 Doctor 9576 1222
 Hospital 9347 5244
 Fire Brigade 000
 Police - Emergency 000
 Police
 Attendance 131 444
 Police (Gingin) 9575 5600
 Crime Stoppers 1800 333 000
 Police Headquarters 9222 1997
 Poison 13 11 26
 Rural Watch 9576 4600
 Chittering Shire 9576 4600
 Chittering Ranger A/H 9576 4616
 Gingin Ranger 9575 2211
 Vet 9575 2274
 JuStiCES oF tHE PEACE
 Bindoon
 Lee Martin 9576 1066
 Walter Zemunik 9576 0156
 Phillip Lefroy 9576 2086
 John Agnew 0419 903 797
 Chittering
 Lower Chittering
 eric Schmidt 9571 8040
 MuCheA
 A.J.Fewster 9571 4012
 david Lindsay 9571 1389
 donald Mcdonald 9655 9024
 gingin
 Margaret greenwell
 9575 2220
 It’s your in the Northern Valleys
 Northern Valleys News is a community newspaper available FREE at local newstands. Print run: 4200
 NNPublic noticeEditors’ note
 Welcome to 2015! We hope all our readers enjoyed a wonderful festive season and have great hopes and aspirations for the coming year.
 Our cover story is a great reminder of the health and lifestyle benefits of living in the country. Growing your own produce, or producing food for others can be very rewarding and most of us in the Northern Valleys are lucky enough to have a bit of land to do it. So get out into the garden or paddock and keep fit and healthy while you’re doing it!
 Now that the New Years celebrations are over, Australia Day is next on the calendar and there are a number of BBQs and gatherings where you can catch up with the people in your local community.
 To our new readers we hope you like this semi-rural local paper that is a blend of lifestyle and rural interests. It is a feel-good paper which is designed to uncover our community’s great secrets and treasures.
 Thank you to all our advertisers and to our editorial contributors. We do our best to deliver a “true” community paper and your assistance and financial support makes it all worthwhile.
 Jackie Shervington and Tamieka Preston
 Northern Valleys News - helping to grow our regional community.
 Authorised by S Love 2/29 Moreton Tce PO Box 216 Dongara WA 6525
 Shane Love MLAThe State Member for Moore
 NEW OFFICE ADDRESS
 Shane Love MLA ShaneLove_Moore
 2/29 Moreton Terrace (PO Box 216) Dongara WA 6525
 T: 08 9927 2333 E: [email protected]
 Open Monday to Thursday 9am to 5pm
 bookiNg dEadliNE for advErtisiNg & Editorial
 Monday 29 January 2014
 On the streets 5th of February 2015
 Preserve our reservesWe the Friends of Bell Hill Reserve write in reference to the article by Daryl du Plessis, ‘NBN Information Day’ in the Tech Talk section of the Northern Valleys News, December 2014 Issue. We were also at the meeting with NBN Co, for different reasons than Daryl’s. We do not want the NBN tower to be placed near homes and where it will be an eye-sore in an area that has been deemed public open space. We also question that as the need for more and more speed for the internet grows, whether more towers will be needed and therefore placed closer and
 closer to each other. Yes, we are concerned about the impact the tower will have on the ambience of Bell Hill Reserve. We moved to Bindoon to be surrounded by trees and natural bush not metal monoliths. In the unfortunate event that the proposed NBN tower is installed, piggy-back services can then be added. This was not denied when the question was put to the representatives of NBN Co at the November meeting. It will be said that we need to move with the times and these towers are part of the future. We recognise this opinion but also recognise that technology is not making us happier or healthier and we need pockets of our natural beauty to be left for us all to enjoy now and for the future. Continued page 17
 Produced by: Jackie Shervington & tamieka Preston
 Editor & Advertising: Jackie Shervington Phone: 0419 045 783 Email: [email protected]
 Editor & Art Direction: tamieka Preston Phone: 0419 902 904 Email: [email protected]
 www.nvnews.com.au
 Published by Northern Valleys News Po Box 206, Bindoon, 6502
 Printed by Rural Press Printing 7 Rafferty Close Mandurah WA 6210
 Your paper, your news. All attempts have been made to include accurate and full coverage across the region, but we are sure to have missed something. Please help us by emailing your feedback to the [email protected] or call on 0419 045 783 or post to NV News PO Box Bindoon 206
 James, Peter, Dean and Neal Griffiths and Mary-Anne Della Franca and the Team at Bindoon IGA would like to thank all our customers for their support
 throughout 2014 including Christmas and New Year! We wish all our customers the very best for 2015 and look forward to seeing you all in store in 2015.
 We welcome any feedback that may help us improve our store and your experience in 2015. Please email [email protected], fax 9576 1425 or ring 9576 0062 or facebook message us at Bindoon IGA or friend us Bindoon Iga. We
 hope this will improve your experience and ours. Cheers and Thank you the Team and Bindoon IGA.
 BINDOON IGA - OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 8AM - 7PM Fruit & Veg, Meat, Deli, Dairy, Freezer, Grocery & Variety.
 ad ratEs oNliNE atwww.nvnews.com.au
 Happpy new year from Bindoon IGA!
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 NN15-18 January
 Lancelin Ocean Classic 2015
 12 - 23 January 2015
 Mini Golf at Bullsbrook Library
 Saturday, January 17
 Bindoon Open Mic night. Bindoon Hall at 7:00pm
 Wednesday 21 January
 Premier’s Australia Day Awards Shire of Chittering. Ph: Natasha – 9576 4600
 Thursday 22 January
 Wannamal Long Table Dinner Under The Stars, Wannamal Community Centre, Wannamal - 6.30pm Ph: Ruth – 9655 7024
 Australia Day, Monday 26 January
 NEERGABBY- Australia Day celebrations to be held at the Neergabby Grounds, commencing with a free breakfast at 7.30am. Nominees and the winners of the Premier’s Active Citizenship Awards will be announced.
 LOWER CHiTTERiNG - Breakfast at Lower Chittering Hall. 7.30am - 11:30am Ph: Michelle 0412 129 719
 BiNDOON - Starting from 8am Clune Park, Formalities recognising local community members will be followed by free breakfast. info Ph: Lance – 9576 2001
  
 BARLEYFIELD MEATS    
 Beef   Produced   in   Gingin   No   Antibiotics,   No   Chemicals   Gluten,   nitrate   &   preservative   free   products   Butcher   Shop   -‐   380   Gt   Eastern   Hwy   Midland   Bulk orders delivered free into Gingin area
  
     
 www.barleyfield.com.au   www.facebook.com/barleyfieldbutcher   [email protected]   0417   931   654   /   0419   923   792      
 Call us now and save $$$$$$$ Top Quality - Best Service
 • Latest Technology• 10 Separate Temperature Zones• Smart Phone Remote Control
 We will beat any quote by at least $500*
 IT ’S OUR GUARANTEE!
 2.5kW COVERS UP TO 20m2
 fully iNstallEd from$1,350*
 16,000m3 /HR - 8 OUT-lEts
 fully iNstallEd from$4,199*
 12.5Kw - 9 OUTLETS / 5 ZONES
 fully iNstallEd from$8,999*
 *terms and conditions apply
 aircoNditioNiNg martDucted Reverse Cycle Air ConditioningEC 5285 AU 10354
 ductEd rEvErsEcyclE systEms
 ductEd EvaPorativE
 systEmsWall mouNtEdsPlit systEms
 Ph: 9300 1633W: www.acmart.com.au
 E: [email protected]
 Midlandia is back!Midlandia is back in 2015! Midlandia Fringe program will run from Thursday, January 29 – Saturday, February 21, 2015 offering world class comedy, compelling cabaret and enthralling theatre bringing the Midland Junction Arts Centre alive.
 Go to www.midlandia.com.au to get the latest.
 How will you celebrate Australia Day?Australia Day has become the biggest annual civic event in Australia, with community festivals, concerts and citizenship ceremonies.
 In the Northern Valleys you can attend one of the many breakfasts which are held across the region and welcome new Australians. What’s On (right) lists the events in your local area.
 Celebrate the day any way you can, be it taking the day off to relax or partying it up. One thing for sure, there will be plenty of BBQs and cricket bats swinging as people come together to celebrate.
 To keep up with the latest events join the Northern Valleys Events Promotion facebook page
  
 MURCHISON   EXPLORATION   
 WATER   BORES   
 Specialising   in   Hard   Rock   Drilling   
  
 Contact   Office   -‐    0894074155   
       Barry-‐    0408943103   
 Email:[email protected]   
  
 www.murchisonexploration.com.au
 It’s your community...
 OUTBACk SPLASH AUSTRALiA DAY PARTY!
 Live DJ, massive BBQ, and extended trading hours! Neaves Rd, Bullsbrook
 Thursday, January 29 – Saturday, February 21, 2015
 Midlandia - see more this page
 Wednesday, 4 February
 The Shire of Chittering Annual General Meeting of Electors will be held in the Bindoon Hall at 7pm
 Friday 6 February
 Unplugged music & poetry night. 7-9pm, 1st Friday of each month starting Feb 6th. No amplification. For details ring Graham Donaldson 9576 1470
 Valentines Day, Saturday 14 February
 Special Valentines menu at Stringybark restaurant - see page 5
 Sunday, 22 February - 9am - 2pm
 Chittering inter-town Challenge
 & Chittering Farmers Market both at Edmonds Reserve, Bindoon
 28 February - 2 March (LONG WEEKEND)
 kinetic Dreaming Music Arts Lifestyle Festival for the environment. To be held in Mooliabeenie, at the original Bindoon rock festival site. Read more at www.kineticdreaming.com.au/
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It’s your news...NN
 G a l l e r y & G i f t S h o p
 Reopening on Friday the 9th January 2015Local crafts and beautiful gifts
 Open Friday, Saturday, Sunday and public holiday Monday 9.00 - 4.30pm. 29 Binda Place,Bindoon
 Bindoon Chitterbug
 Frayed Knot now offers all aspects of Beauty Therapy.Colour technicians, cut & colour specialistsProfessionally trained Skin clinician offering chemical peels, Ionzyme DF II
 vitamin infusion. Collagen induction theraphy & anti aging skin solutionsDaily, weekly and monthly specials available on our facebook page.
 Frayed Knot Hair, Beauty & Skin clinic
 9/14 Brockman Street, Gingin
 Ph 9575 27594 www.nvnews.com.au Northern Valleys News JANUARY 2015
 Christmas in WannamalAnnette Howard
 The decorated Christmas front gate competition certainly added a festive touch and a great talking point as many unexpected and novel sights appeared along the Bindoon Moora Road, bringing a smile to travellers’ faces. The imagination and creativity of the decorators deserves a huge pat on the back.
 Regarded as one of the highlights on the Wannamal social calendar, the Wannamal Christmas Tree was a night full of laughter and friendship. Santa
 arrived, to the delight of the numerous young children, on a tinsel-decorated fire truck and was warmly greeted by folk of all ages. A magnificent dinner of spit-roasted lamb and pork accompanied by mouth-watering salads provided the opportunity to unwind from a drawn-out harvest. It was great to see many new faces attending this event, especially those from overseas who enjoyed being photographed with Santa.
 A presentation was made to Ruth Loudon acknowledging the nine years she had given as secretary to the Wannamal Community Centre. Mal Taylor presented the Cowra Shield to Jeff Loudon. Each year Mal presents this award to someone who has made an exceptional effort in the Wannamal community. Ashlee Howard and Mel Rose were thanked for organizing the Christmas Tree.
 Adam and Jan HarrisonSanta with some lovely lady admirers
 Arriving in style
 Michelle Rousseau and Julie Orrell
 Linsey, Deb and Collette
 Kim and Yasmin Haley
 Lower Chittering Christmas tree gatheringLower Chittering neighbours gathered around the town hall grounds on a perfect summers night to share a plate and some drinks in celebration of the festive season.
 Santa made his usual impressive, although somewhat tardy appearance aboard a local fire truck.
 Photos Nicola Hogan and Tamieka Preston
 Hannah Rose with Santa
 Looks like Santa’s lost his spanner!
 Cute Christmas spider
 Kristy Piper, Annouk Veldman and Linsey Riddle
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 out & about NN
 W I N E S
 Available at
 Bindoon General Store
 Chittering Farmers Market
 www.nvnews.com.au
 Farmers’ market , BindoonThere was a solid turnout at the last Chittering Farmers Market day for 2014. Barni and Daryl lulled the crowd into Christmas mode with plenty of festive tunes and there were lots of local gift ideas on offer.
 Funds raised from the swap-meet as well as a raffle went towards assisting Bonnie Stevenson with her cancer treatment.
 The blokes from the ‘Men’s Shed’ manned the sausage sizzle.
 Dan and Gail Bam shared the delights of their locally produced Glenowen wine.
 Carmel and Nick from Bindoon Estate
 Barni and Daryl kept the tunes rolling
 Allan and Iris Robinson
 Joan Bathgate raffled tickets to assist Bonnie Stevenson.
 Mitchell & Allegra Diano
 Bindoon Christmas party
 Organisers Fiona Newson, Megan Chapman & Belinda Martin
 Grace Reynolds-Dewar & Santa Eleia, Fern & Eva Thomas
 Zac Camiller & Santa
 There were smiles all ‘round at the annual Bindoon Christmas party held at Clune park as delighted local kids were hand-delivered a gift from Santa. The fun continued with a bouncy castle, face painting and free ice creams.
 Photos Nahrel Dallywater
 Normal hours : from 11:30am Wednesday through to Sunday for lunch and dinner. On Saturdays and Sundays, we are also open from 9am for Breakfast. www.stringybarkwinery.com.au
 2060 Chittering Road, Chittering. Ph: 9571 8069
 Spoil your Valentine at Stringybark
 Special Valentines menu all weekend – Friday 13th, Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th – $75ppIncludes a glass of sparkling and a decadent three course meal from a special Valentines menu. Blackboard specials also available. Bookings essential as tables limited.
 Left: Entree size Smoked Salmon Rose, marinated prawns, tomato and cucumber salsa
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Further Council information is available on gingin.wa.gov.au or at Shire of Gingin, 7 Brockman Street, Gingin WA 6503Telephone: 08 9575 2211 Facsimile: 08 9575 2121 Email: [email protected]
 Council to the CommunityJANUARY 2015
 Interview with Councillor Val Ammon
 How long have you lived in the Shire of Gingin?I have lived in the Shire of Gingin for 10 years. I had visitedLancelin for holidays over many years and decided to shifthere full time, so I bought a restaurant in town andoperated that for five years.
 How long have you been a Councillor?I have always had a close interest in community affairs andthis led me to standing for Council four years ago.
 Can you tell us a bit about your background?I have an extensive background in business, having beena Company Director for 20 years, and also practised as apsychologist for many years. This background has servedme well in pursuing my two main interests in my work as aCouncillor - these are increasing and consolidatingcommercial interests within the Shire and expanding theprovision of health and aged services. I am currently aboard member of the Wheatbelt Development Commissionand this enables me to be at the forefront of informationand opportunities for an increase in these vital serviceswithin our Shire.
 I am also the President of the Lancelin Lions Club whichperforms the important function of re-cycling within the town- this activity not only provides much needed funds which areused for various community projects, but also providescompany and fellowship for many local citizens as well as asense of pride in their contribution to the community.
 What do you appreciate the most about the Shire ofGingin?The Shire of Gingin is unique in that it offers theopportunity for many different lifestyles and leisurepursuits from farming, horticulture and mining to fishing,surfing etc, whilst its proximity to the metropolitan areaprovides many added benefits.
 How do you envision the Shire of Gingin will look in 10-20 years?I believe the rapid expansion of tourism is going to be theover-riding factor within the Shire in the next 10-20 years.It is important that the Shire oversees this expansionclosely to ensure that infrastructure and services aredeveloped to a high standard whilst also guaranteeingprotection of our natural environment.
 Community NewsBreastScreen WABreastScreen WA is comingto the Shire of Gingin.
 This is a FREE screeningmammography serviceaimed at women 50 – 74years of age, but womenover 40 are welcome to attend.
 Details of BreastScreen WA’s mobile service are as follows:
 • Gingin: 2-14 January 2015 at Granville Civic Centre, CnrJones & Weld Streets.
 • Lancelin: 28 January to 5 February 2015 at Lancelin Hallcarpark, Cnr Gingin Road & Mirragliotta Street.
 Appointments are necessary and bookings can be madeby phoning 13 20 50.
 Community News
 What’s On. . .What’s On… in January
 Councillor’sCornerCorner
 Councillor’s
 Shire NoticesShire NoticesProposed Bush Fire Brigades Amendment Local Law 2014The Shire of Gingin hereby notifies for public comment thatit proposes to make a Bush Fire Brigades AmendmentLocal Law.
 The purpose of the local law is to make provisions aboutthe organisation, establishment, maintenance andequipment of bush fire brigades.
 The effect of the local law is to align the existing Shire ofGingin Bush Fire Brigades Local Law 2004 with changesin legislation and current terminology and operationalpractice.
 A copy of the local law may be inspected or obtained at theShire of Gingin Administration Centre, 7 Brockman Street,Gingin or at the Shire’s Lancelin Agency Office, Vins Way,Lancelin during office hours, or from the Shire of Ginginwebsite www.gingin.wa.gov.au.
 Submissions from the public in relation to the proposedBush Fire Brigades Amendment Local Law 2014 will beaccepted up until 4.00pm on Friday 20 February 2015.Hard copy submissions may be posted or hand deliveredand should be addressed to the Chief Executive Officer,Shire of Gingin, 7 Brockman Street, GINGIN WA 6503.Submissions may also be emailed [email protected].
 All enquiries should be directed to the Chief ExecutiveOfficer on 9575 2211 or email: [email protected].
 • 20 January 2015• 17 February 2015• 17 March 2015• 21 April 2015• 19 May 2015• 16 June 2015
 • 21 July 2015• 21 August 2015• 15 September 2015• 20 October 2015• 17 November 2015• 15 December 2015
 Unless otherwise advertised all meetings will be held in Council Chambersat the Shire of Gingin Administration Centre, 7 Brockman Street, Gingin,commencing at 3.00pm. Members of the public are welcome to attend.
 Schedule of Council Meetings 2015
 Office Closure – Australia DayPlease note that the Gingin and Lancelin Shire Offices willbe closed on the Australia Day public holiday, Monday 26thJanuary 2015.
 Lancelin Ocean Classic 30th Anniversary10-18 January 2015
 Nine days of fantastic events whichinclude the famous windsurfing,kitesurfing and jetski competitions.
 For details of all events visitlancelinoceanclassic.com.au.
 DJ/Movie Night - LancelinSaturday 10 January 2015
 Free event at Wangaree Park from 4.30pm. Screening ‘Rio 2’ and food available.
 Music in the Park - GuildertonSaturday 17 January 2015
 Free event at Gabbadah Park at 5.30-10.30pm. Live rock n roll plus face painting and bouncy castle funfor the kids. Food and soft drinks available.
 Ledge Point Sandcastle CompetitionSunday 25 January 2015
 To be held at theswimming beach,9.30am – 12.30pm,between thegroynes with asausage sizzle atthe Ledge PointCountry Club.
 For more information contact Sheryl Dempster on 0408947 548.
 Premier’s Australia Day ActiveCitizenship AwardsMonday 26 January 2015, Neergabby.
 See main article, above,for more information.
 Australia Day – Celebrate What’s Great!You are invited together withyour family and friends tojoin us in celebratingAustralia Day on Monday 26January 2015 at theNeergabby Grounds.
 A free breakfast will beserved at 7.30am followedby a citizenship ceremony
 and presentation of the Premier’s Australia Day ActiveCitizenship Awards.
 There will be live music on the day with fun activities forthe kids.
 For more information contact Linda Fidge at the Shire ofGingin on email [email protected] or 9571 2211.
 Welcome to another year and the Shire of Gingin is pleased tobe part of several fantastic community events being held thismonth. From movie and music nights to windsurfing andsandcastle competitions to citizenship celebrations, ourregion is making the most of the summer weather – and welook forward to joining you.
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 timeless innovation,from your local builder.
 The Estate Range from $268,431*
 your local builder
 Introducing the Lamont from the Estate Range – a timeless design that captures the spirit of a traditional Australian farmhouse with a touch of modern living.The Estate range is a classical collection of country home designs suited to a townscape or large estate in the country. WA Country Builders was established twenty years ago to o� er more choice, more quality and more reliability for the people of WA. We have since established ourselves as industry leader with a unique focus on exceptional quality and customer service. With a network of over 150 dedicated local builders across the state we have the
 collective knowledge, experience and resources to make sure our customers enjoy the building process. We call this ‘the better building experience’ and believe it’s what makes us truly di� erent.
 Call 1800 227 161 wacountrybuilders.com.au
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 *Bullsbrook region only. Images for illustration purposes only. Terms & conditions apply.
 The Estate Range.
 Metal art donation decorates Gingin libraryThe Shire of Gingin library has been made that extra bit special with the addition of a stunning work of art. Local artist Crystal Pascoe, who specialises in metal art, donated a beautiful rustic scene of Gingin town’s iconic water wheel to the Shire of Gingin which is now on display at reception of the Gingin library located in the CRC building.
 Mrs Pascoe, who was commissioned to produce the steel sculptures in the garden in front of the CRC building for its official opening in 2012, decided she wanted to give something back to the community for supporting her blossoming artistic career.
 It took Mrs Pascoe several weeks to produce the two-dimensional water wheel
 sculpture. “Once I came up with the design it took me about a week to cut the metal,” she said. “Then there’s the rusting effect – you can use chemicals to achieve the results faster but I prefer the look that the natural rusting process delivers, despite taking longer.”
 An artist from childhood Mrs Pascoe is passionate about her craft and supporting her local community, and she is available to produce commissioned pieces.
 For more information telephone 0400 684 462 or email [email protected].
 The Shire of Gingin would like to thank Mrs Pascoe sincerely for her splendid and generous donation.
 Parent concern surrounds La Salle busIssues surrounding availability of seating on the public school bus transporting students between Bullsbrook and La Salle College, Middle Swan are being investigated by Member for Moore Shane Love MLA.
 Mr Love said a number of parents had contacted his electoral office prior to Christmas, following advice from School Bus Services that there was no available seats for their children in 2015 and 2016.
 “The issue was raised late in the year causing parents a great deal of angst as they have been unable to contact the relevant schools or the Public Transport Authority (PTA),” Mr Love said.
 “Parents have already purchased uniforms and paid enrolment fees.
 “I have contacted Transport Minister Dean Nalder’s office, as well as School Bus Services and La Salle College and Member for Swan Hills, Frank Alban MLA and I are seeking to find a resolution.”
 Mr Love said under PTA policy, children are transported to the nearest school of a given faith.
 “In this situation, Holy Cross College in Ellenbrook is a couple of kilometers closer than La Salle,” Mr Love added.
 “I appreciate that School Bus Services can not accommodate every parent’s wish but there has been a long association between Chittering and Gingin families and La Salle College and this should continue.”
 Gingin DHS to receive funds for chaplainGingin District High School has been granted funds to help the school access a chaplain this year.
 The school will receive $20,000 after the State Government stepped in to top up funding for chaplaincy services, following a cut in Federal funding for the new National Chaplaincy Program.
 Member for Moore Shane Love MLA
 welcomed the move, explaining that the $1.45million provided by the state government would cover the shortfall in the Federal program.
 “Chaplains provide a vital role providing pastoral care which is particularly important for high school students,” Mr Love said.
 “The State Government contributes $5.68 million a year to provide chaplains at Government schools who provide an important ‘listening ear’ for students.”
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 Online events calendarwww.chittering.wa.gov.au/calendar
 Upcoming EventsPremier’s Australia Day Award Celebra� onsWednesday, 21 January - 6.30pmBindoon Hall, BindoonFor more informa� on please contact Natasha Mossman at the Shire.
 Long Table Dinner under the StarsThursday, 22 January - 6.30pmWannamal Community Centre, WannamalFor more informa� on or to RSVP (essen� al) please contact Ruth Loudon on 9655 7024.
 Australia Day BreakfastMonday, 26 January - 7.30am un� l 11.30amLower Chi� ering Hall, Lower Chi� eringFor more informa� on please contact Michelle Rossouw on0412 129 719.
 Australia Day BreakfastMonday, 26 January - 8.00am un� l 1pmClune Park, BindoonFor more informa� on please contact Lance Stagbouer on9576 2001.
 Annual General Mee� ng of ElectorsWednesday, 4 February - 7pmBindoon Hall, BindoonFor more informa� on please contact Natasha Mossman at the Shire.
 Chi� ering Inter-town ChallengeSunday, 22 February - 9am un� l 2pmEdmonds Reserve, BindoonFor more informa� on please contact Alison Reli� at the Shire.
 Resilience and Wellbeing WorkshopMonday, 23 February - 9.30amBindoon Playgroup, Chinkabee Complex, BindoonThis 1hr workshop will be presented by Rose Power (SDERA) to highlight the importance of raising children who are resilient, happy and healthy.
 Please RSVP to Alison Reli� at the Shire by 13 February for catering purposes as morning tea will be provided.
 Chi� ering Inter-town Challenge 2015
 Sunday, 22 February - 9am un� l 2pmEdmonds Reserve, BindoonChi� ering’s Inter-Town Challenge is back for 2015! In early 2014 local residents had the opportunity to prove that their townsite or locality was the best! Inaugural contenders were Bindoon, Lower Chi� ering, Maryville Downs, Mooliabeenee, Muchea, Upper Chi� ering and Wannamal. Bindoon was the fi rst winner of the magnifi cent Chi� ering Inter Town Challenge Cup.
 The Chi� ering Youth Krew have a few changes ready for the next challenge, which is to be held on Sunday 22 February 2015. In order to make the contest more effi cient some of the obstacles have been removed, with new, more exci� ng ones added. The improvements will speed things up on the day and make the challenge more user adult-friendly.
 The 2015 Challenge will look something like this…• Crawl under the army net• Compete in a short sack race• Go through the tyres• Do two laps of the bumper car/motorbike track• Complete one bungee somersault (op� onal)• Pull a sand bag a short way• Slip down the giant water slide• Jump in the jelly pit• Clean off in the dunk tank
 Free fun AND the chance to win cash prizes, PLUS the pride of represen� ng your community with the possibility of having the honour of displaying the Cup un� l the next Challenge.
 Registra� on detailsPlease register your 4-person team by Monday 16 February 2015. Forms are available from the Shire Administra� on, the Bindoon Post Offi ce, Bindoon Bakehaus or on the Shire’s website www.chi� ering.wa.gov.au (click on “COMMUNITY” then “YOUTH”).
 Further informa� onContact Alison Reli� , Economic and Community Development Support Offi cer on 9576 4600 or via emailcha� er@chi� ering.wa.gov.au.
 Binda Place Beau� fi ca� onThe Shire is currently fi nalising the Binda Place Improvement Plan, which will be used to support future grant applica� ons.
 The key deliverables of this proposed plan are:• improved access / effi ciency / safety for vehicles and
 pedestrians through an upgrade to the carriageway and the addi� on of a footpath;
 • improved streetscape through landscaping and street furniture; and
 • the crea� on of a promotable precinct in order to encourage economic development.
 We are seeking your thoughts on the “past, present and future”. Please provide your comments to Karen Dore at the Shire.
 Proposed Transport DepotLot 34 (RN 3363) Great Northern Highway, MucheaThe Shire has received a planning applica� on for a transport depot at the above address.
 Documenta� on se� ng out and explaining the proposal are available from the Council administra� on centre, Bindoon Library and website(www.chi� ering.wa.gov.au/council/have-your-say.aspx).
 Deadline for comments - 4pm on 14 January 2015
 For further informa� on contact Brendan Jeans at the Shire.
 Mountain Bike TrailThe Shire of Chi� ering intends to submit a grant applica� on to Lo� erywest/Department of Sport and Recrea� on Trails Grant Scheme to enable the prepara� on of a “Chi� ering Mountain Bike Concept and Design Plan” as iden� fi ed in the Chi� ering Trails Network Master Plan (CTNMP).
 We would love to hear your thoughts regarding mountain biking within the Shire. We hope to iden� fy trail development opportuni� es and assess the feasibility of a medium to long distance trail through Chi� ering linking to neighbouring shires.
 As Paul Neve, of Three Chillies Design, advised during the CTNMP consulta� on “The Shire of Chi� ering is a perfect loca� on for trails of all kinds due to its proximity to Perth, the rural nature of the area, its expansion through land releases and range of perfect terrains”.
 Please provide your comments to Karen Dore at the Shire.
 Australia Day Awards Ceremony 2015
 Wednesday, 21 January - 6.30pmBindoon Town Hall, BindoonCome along and help celebrate the nominees and recipients of the Premier’s Australia Day Ac� ve Ci� zenship Awards, Shire of Chi� ering’s Community Service Award and Educa� on Scholarship Award and the School Ci� zenship Awards.
 The evening will commence at 6.30pm with a light supper provided following the event.
 The event program will be available from the Shire’s administra� on centre and website from Wednesday, 14 January.
 For informa� on about the event contact Natasha Mossman at the Shire.
 IMAGE: Thank a Volunteer selfi es
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 A note from the PresidentI am wri� ng these notes at the beginning of the school holidays, with the realisa� on that by the � me you read this many will, for diff ering reasons, be coun� ng the days un� l the new school year starts.
 Recent months have been characterised by three public mee� ngs where a range of points have been made, o� en in a robust way. Shire staff are working in conjunc� on with the Councillors to defi ne where cost savings, and increased effi ciencies can contribute to a healthier fi nancial situa� on in the countdown to the normal six month budget review. Having reviewed previously agreed and adver� sed future plans and strategies to improve our community, by Easter we will be pu� ng together the requests, demands and needs to operate the Shire in the next fi nancial year star� ng on 1st July.
 As ever it will be a balancing act where the rates we pay become an important factor, but the message from those that a� ended the public mee� ngs has been heard.
 The building of the mul� purpose medical facility in Bindoon is progressing well with the expecta� on that by Christmas it will be at the lock up stage – allegedly ahead of schedule – leaving the fi t out process to begin. This will be where the vital coopera� on between various suppliers and contractors will be necessary to not losing those days we are currently ahead of schedule.
 The early months of the year will see some other improvement of facili� es in the Shire. These are the result of successful applica� ons for outside funding and which have � me limits on when the work has to be carried out.
 We know well the problems that cause Federal and State Government to trim their available funding to non-metropolitan areas, but may I wish you all a healthy and prosperous 2015 complete with your job and livelihood remaining secure.
 Cr Robert Hawes, Shire PresidentContact me via email: crhawes@chi� ering.wa.gov.au
 Administra� on Offi ce: 6177 Great Northern Highway (PO Box 70), BINDOON WA 6502Tel: 9576 4600 Fax: 9576 1250Email: cha� er@chi� ering.wa.gov.auWeb: www.chi� ering.wa.gov.au
 ghhwway ((((PPPOOO BBBox 777000)))) BBBIIINNNDDDOOOOOONNN WWWAAA 666555000222
 It could save your lifeIf you live in or near bush, developing and using a Bushfi re Survival Plan is cri� cal. This plan will help you take ac� on and avoid making last minute decisions that could prove deadly during a bushfi re. When developing your plan, decide if you will leave for a safer place; which may be to relocate to family or friends, or stay to ac� vely defend your home.
 For more informa� on on the Bushfi re Survival Plan visit the Shire’s website (www.chi� ering.wa.gov.au) under “Fire Services”.
 Pointers for the fi re seasonInclude in your planning for the bushfi re season what will happen if you cannot get home and you have children, elderly rela� ves, pets etc at home, for example - liaise with a neighbour so they can collect them for you.
 If you have sheep, horses, cows, etc will their water source be suffi cient if during an emergency you cannot get back onto your property for several days?
 Do your animals have a safe area to shelter during a fi re, e.g. a bare area in the corner of a paddock if you cannot get back to rescue them?
 Is your pipe work above ground and made from poly-pipe or the like - it may melt during a fi re, how will this aff ect your property?
 If you require more informa� on about preparing a Bushfi re Survival Plan that is suitable for your family and personal situa� on please contact the Shire for an informa� on booklet or visit the DFES website (www.dfes.wa.gov.au).
 Prepare your bushfi re survival plan
 Bushfi re warnings and emergency alert
 During a bushfi re, emergency services will provide you with as much informa� on as possible through a number of diff erent channels.
 What is the BUSHFIRE WARNING SYSTEM?The Bushfi re Warning System has three levels of warning. These change to refl ect the increasing risk to your life and the decreasing amount of � me you have un� l the fi re arrives.
 Where can you get informa� on during a bushfi re?• DFES informa� on line on 13DFES (13 3337)• Local radio and other local media• Bushfi re warnings at www.dfes.wa.gov.au
 Your surroundings could be your best source of informa� on. Stay alert to what is happening around you. If you believe you may be in danger, act immediately to keep yourself safe.
 ADVICE - Be aware and keep up to date. A fi re has start-ed but there is no immediate danger.
 WATCH AND ACT - Put your prepara� ons into ac� on - do not wait and see.
 EMERGENCY WARNING - You will be impacted by the fi re - take immediate ac� on to survive.
 ALL CLEAR - Take care to avoid any dangers and keep up to date with informa� on from the DFES and radio
 EMERGENCY ALERTEMERGENCY ALERT in one of the tools used to warn communities of an emergency and should not be relied on as your only source of information. It is an additional tool used to alert people in a specific location where there is immediate danger.
 EMERGENCY ALERT is a free phone messaging service that sends voice and text warnings to your landline or mobile phone during an emergency when lives may be in danger in your neighbourhood or where you are located.
 If you are outside of the affected area then you must consider ways of keeping up to date with what is happening.
 HOW WILL I KNOW IF I HAVE RECEIVED AN EMERGENCY ALERT?The assisgned EMERGENCY ALERT number 0444 444 444 will be displayed in the message header or caller identification.
 Council mee� ng dates for 2015
 The Shire's Ordinary Council Mee� ngs for 2015 are scheduled for:• Wednesday, 15 February• Wednesday, 18 March• Wednesday, 15 April• Wednesday, 20 May• Wednesday, 17 June• Wednesday, 15 July• Wednesday, 19 August• Wednesday, 16 September• Wednesday, 21 October• Wednesday, 18 November• Wednesday, 16 December
 Council allows for members of the public to make a deputa� on to Council on an issue related to Local Government business. No� ce of deputa� ons need to be received by 5pm on the day before the mee� ng and agreed to by the Presiding Member. Please contact Execu� ve Support Services to arrange your deputa� on.
 All Ordinary Council Mee� ngs are held in the Council Chambers, 6177 Great Northern Highway, Bindoon, and commence at 7pm. All Ordinary Council Mee� ngs are open to the general public.
 For informa� on on Council Mee� ngs contact Execu� ve Support Services at the Shire.
 Annual General Mee� ng of Electors and Availability of 2013/14
 Annual ReportThe Shire of Chi� ering Annual General Mee� ng of Electors will be held in the Bindoon Hall on Wednesday, 4 February 2015 commencing at 7pm. An elector is en� tled to, but not required, to vote on ma� ers raised at the mee� ng.
 The order of business for the Annual General Mee� ng is as follows:1. A� endance and Apologies2. Contents of the 2013-14 Annual Report3. General Business
 Copies of the Annual Report and Financial Statements are available for viewing on the Shire’s website www.chi� ering.wa.gov.au, at the Shire’s Administra� on Centre and Bindoon Library.
 IMAGE: Tina Launer, Thank a Volunteer selfi e
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Keeping in TouchFrom The Team in the Pink Shirts
 Livestock
 From the AuctioneerJim Sangalli
 Muchea Sheep 16/12/14
 Elders reports a total yarding of 19,325 sheep and lambs at the Muchea Livestock Centre on Tuesday 16th December being approximately 4,000 more than last sale.
 The lamb numbers totalled approximately 9,000 head with this market being similar to last week with best cross bred lambs selling to a top of $118.00.
 Ewe mutton numbers were approximately 7,000 head this week with heavy mutton equal to last sale with best March shorn Merino ewes selling to a top of $94.50 per head. Light and boner mutton was $4 to $5 dearer with good support in this category.
 Wethers both store and shipping met good competition to be equal to last sale.
 Muchea Cattle 15/12/14
 Numbers rose for the final sale for 2014 with quality very mixed. Local supplies included some very good vealer drafts which sold well along with moderate numbers of yearling cattle suitable for feeders. Trade supplies were adequate but relatively limited in numbers. Pastoral quality was very mixed with some well bred young drafts but a significant proportion being plain. Prices remained strong for better quality cattle with the very plain cattle easing.
 Vealer steers made 239-272c/kg, with most going to restockers and feeders at slightly lower prices. Vealer heifers made 222-268c/kg, slightly dearer but reflecting quality. Yearling steers to restockers made 205-241c, for most also back 3-4c/kg with the better pastoral steers ranging from 180-224c/kg and firm. Local yearling heifers made 200-233c, most 5-7c/kg cheaper on quality with pastoral drafts making 124-188c/kg for most to be marginally cheaper.
 Trade vealer steers sold between 250c and 255c/kg, while the vealer heifers made 248-268c, both up on last week but of better quality. Yearling steers averaged 220c/kg, back 10c, while yearling heifers ranged from 200-222c/kg, also back slightly largely due to quality.
 Grown cattle were close to firm with steers from 165-207c, and grown heifers ranging from 185-215c/kg for better drafts.
 Cows lifted again with heavy cows from 165-189c and 5c/kg dearer. The 2 score cows made 130-180c/kg to be close to equal. Bull prices were solid, with heavy bulls making 140-195c, to be 7c/kg dearer, while the export drafts from 175-244c/kg, with the majority cheaper on lower quality.
 Northern Valleys News JANUARY 201510 www.nvnews.com.au
 Elders MidlandJim Sangalli: Branch Manager
 0417 706 996
 LivEStock 92735888Don Morgan: Muchea/Stud Stock
 0429 721 156Preston clarke: Sales Gingin South
 0429 111 797Nigel Hunt: Sales Bindoon North
 0437 970 006
 FarM SuPPLiES 9273 7999Brad thompson:
 Manager 0429 116 033Bryan Burrell: Sales
 representative 0428 591 208
 Mathew Hunt: Sales representative
 FErtiLiSErJeff Bruce: Sales Specialist 0429
 900 187
 ruraL BaNk 9273 5861John Dingle:
 District Banking Manager 0419 792 620
 vince Monterosso: District Banking Manger
 Lisa Mann: Sales Support Deposits
 iNSuraNcE 9294 6666Jon Nelson: 0417 913 121
 krystal Hayward: Sales Supportandrew rowley: Sales Support
 or visit elders.com.au
 Since 2015 is celebrated as the ‘Year of the Goat’ in the Chinese calendar, it is perhaps timely to consider what this versatile animal offers as the livestock farmer.
 Goats arrived in Australia with the First Fleet in 1788 and spread with settlers throughout the country. The original goats were a varied and hardy herd capable of utilising harsh Australian pastures to produce milk and meat.
 Some of the first herd escaped into the wild and have evolved into the unique Australian rangeland goat. These goats have since contributed to the development of the modern Australian Cashmere and Angora breeds which have been invaluable to many farmers as they diversify their income. More recently these rangeland goats have become the mainstay of a growing goatmeat industry.
 From humble beginnings, the Australian goat industry is continuing to grow and evolve to meet increasing global demand for goat meat, dairy products and fibre.
 The MLA’s Going into Goats program was developed in 2006 with the launch of the Going into Goats: Profitable producers’ best practice guide (GiG guide) and continues today as a delivery platform for outputs from research and development (R&D) activities for farmed and rangeland goat production systems.
 Central to the program is the GiG guide, an information package designed to explain the essential processes for a successful goat production system. The GiG guide draws on the knowledge, skills and experience of more than 40 goat producers from across Australia. It provides tools and information to help goat producers increase productivity
 while minimising risk.
 Supporting the program is the Goats on the Move eNewsletter, a quarterly email that provides tips, tools, updates, market news and case studies for subscribers.
 Throughout 2014 MLA hosted a series of goatmeat webinars. The three webinars are now available online at http://www.mla.com.au/Research-and-development/Extension-and-training/Going-into-goats/Goatmeat-Webinar
 The Going into Goats guide has 11 modules that address different aspects of the goat production system from property planning to industry obligations, animal selection and care as well as the business aspects of finance and marketing. You can read the on line at www.rangelandgoats.com.au
 Social media, specifically facebook is proving to be an invaluable way to stay abreast of local fire activity. There are a number of local facebook pages that can provide access to a virtual “bush telegraph”.
 The Northern Valleys Animal Support Evacuation, is a great example of such a community page, managed by local volunteer Samantha Whelen and a team of community admins and contributors. Sponsored by Chittering Roadhouse the community is doing their best to keep all informed of fires as they occur as well as educate members on how to be better prepared.
 This recent post shared by a member offered the following useful tip.
 For people in bushfires that can’t evacuate horses, write your phone number on their hooves so when people locate your loved ones they can call you! If you are leaving them, take all rugs/ halters off (they will melt into their skin) and open all the internal property gates to give them the best chance!!
 Thinking of going into goats?
 Keep livestock safe with facebook
 Gary Harley raises goats in the Northern Valleys region
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 Our local federal representative Christian Porter MP is flying high after being promoted parliamentary secretary to Prime Minister Tony Abbott in December.
 So what does a parliamentary secretary do? According to Wikipedia, “The role of parliamentary secretaries has varied under different prime ministers. Originally, the post was used as a training ground for future ministers. According to Paul Keating in 1993, “the institution of Parliamentary Secretary provides a very inexpensive means not only of giving talented individuals executive experience but providing Ministers with needed support.”[2]
 With good reason Christian Porter views the appointment as a positive outcome and he is looking forward to the additional responsibilities of the role.
 According to Christian, “As Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime Minister, my role will primarily focus on the continuation of the Government’s successful red tape cutting agenda, which has already resulted in $2.1billion in deregulatory savings. I will also be doing supporting work on the Federation White Paper process.
 I hope that with my experience as a State Treasurer I can continue Josh Frydenberg’s great work in cutting the burden and cost of regulation and, having had first hand experience in State Government with some of the Federation’s inefficiencies, duplications and overlaps, that I can bring something useful to the Federation White Paper process.
 I will also continue to work hard to represent the people in my electorate of Pearce. I have a full agenda of community events planned for 2015 and I am looking forward to the challenges of the year ahead.”
 This week’s Cabinet reshuffle has seen Member for Moore Shane Love MLA promoted to the position of Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for Regional Development and Lands.
 The position was left open with South West Region MLC Colin Holt’s move into Cabinet, following the resignation of long-serving Minister Terry Waldron.
 Mr Love and his family joined Cabinet members at Government House on Monday where he was sworn in by Her Excellency the Honourable Kerry Sanderson, Governor of Western Australia.
 He said he was looking forward to the challenge of the new role and to working with Regional Development Minister Terry Redman.
 “The Regional Development portfolio is enormously important to those living in the regions and it is much broader than the Royalties for Regions program,” Mr Love said.
 “It involves bringing together all of the elements of government and private investment.”
 In the latest State Budget, the Royalties for Regions program
 was allocated $1 billion per annum for the next four years.
 Mr Love said since the program began in 2008, some $5 billion had delivered more than 3,500 Royalties for Regions projects.
 “And we are now entering a new phase with programs such as Growing our South which will deliver $600 million over five years in the Wheatbelt, South West, Great Southern and Peel regions,”
 he added.
 “This is in addition to the Mid West Investment Plan which has seen more than $61 million allocated to more than 23 major projects.
 “These programs will be vital for the future delivery of many services in and beyond the Electorate of Moore.”
 Photo Auspic.
 Porter promoted
 Love becomes Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for Regional Development and Lands
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 What a year it was! Here are some of the top stories from 2014
 2014at a glance
 Jan
 feb
 Northern Valleys News JANUARY 201512 www.nvnews.com.au
 Gingin town fireThe Gingin town fire, which came very close to local businesses had Gingin residents on high alert.
 Danger was averted by firefighters who were able to bring the flames under control, metres away from stored propane gas containers and other flammables at the back entrance to the local Thrifty Link Hardware.
 Chittering residents had the opportunity to prove that their town was the best as part of the Chittering Inter Town Challenge, held at Edmonds Reserve in
 Bindoon. The 2014 event was won by Bindoon, and the Catholic Agricultural College is proudly displaying the cup until next year’s Challenge.
 Inaugural Gingin triathlon115 enthusiastic competitors participated in the Shire of Gingin’s first ever Be Active community triathlon on Sunday 6th April.
 The day was also cause for celebration as the Gingin Iluka Aquatic Centre celebrated its 10th birthday.
 JuneTale Trail openingThe Bindoon Tale Trail opening was attended by nearly one hundred people, most of whom donned their best looking wellies for the occasion. Official duties were undertaken by Shire President, Cr Robert Hawes alongside Member for Moore, Shane Love MLA. The
 Bindoon Primary School Choir set the mood with their own rendition of “Happy Trails”. The group then walked the new trail led by Karen Dore who shared some of the stories along the way ending up at the Farmers Market to enjoy “Wear ya wellies’.
 April
 feb
 Outback splash launched
 After months of anticipation, Outback splash was launched in time for Northern Valleys’ residents and visitors to the region to enjoy some truly cool summer fun.
 Inter-town Challenge On Saturday 1st of March, the Benedictine Community of New Norcia celebrated the birth of their founder, Dom Rosendo Salvado, with a mass and opening of a bicentenary exhibition.
 Throughout 2014, the Benedictine Community of New Norcia commemorated Salvado who was a missionary, advocate for Aboriginal people, abbot, bishop, educator, landholder and a major figure in the history of Western Australia.
 Salvado celebrated feb
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 The second year of the Mortlock Netball Association Sunday competition finished with Gingin and Wongan Hills playing off for the second consecutive year in the Grand Final which was held at Wongan Hills on Sunday 14th September 2014. After a very competitive season, the final score for the game was Gingin 51 to Wongan Hills 47.
 Back to back premiers
 A great day was had by past and present students of Gingin District High School at the 50th Birthday celebration. Many enjoyed the official retrieval of time capsules buried 25 years ago. Afterwards all were invited to tea and coffee and the unveiling of the 50th Birthday cake made up of 24 cakes all provided and decorated by past students.
 On Thursday 26th June, Hon Shane Love MLA presented a grievance to the Minister for Water at the WA Parliament, shining a spotlight on the issue. He also issued an invitation to the public to attend and observe the process.
 Shane’s grievance, related to water supply in Chittering, raised concerns of infrastructure and water allocation which is severely limiting growth within the Shire of Chittering.
 Water grievance heard in Parliament
 Hall in full swing June
 Bindoon Sausage kingsAfter a tree-change to Bindoon, Craig and Rita Herbert have made Bindoon Farm Fresh Meats the talk of the town after winning the Open/Gourmet section in the WA Sausage King competition with their patriotically coined ‘Bindoon Banger’. Nov
 Dec
 Happy 50th Gingin DHS
 Oct
 The Bindoon & District Agricultural Society (inc) committee along with volunteers, stewards and judges put on yet another successful show enjoyed by many locals and visitors.
 There was something for everybody – lots of stalls, stud and trade cattle, poultry, hall exhibits and entertainment.
 After the show the crowds lingered to watch the rodeo competition which saw cowboys and girls from all over the state riding for cash prizes.
 Showtime
 Aug
 Quit Targa West back on trackThe return to Chittering for the Maryville Downs stage proved a popular move with drivers, spectators and the local residents.
 On Saturday afternoon the smell of onions and sausages enveloped the region as visitors and locals alike set up BBQs all round the stage.
 Targa veteran Jim Richards, who has won the event twice previously, said it is one of the most challenging Targa stages in Australia.
 Chittering took a step back in time on Saturday evening the 1st of November hosting a 1940’s Swing Dance at the recently refurbished Bindoon Town Hall, held to celebrate the renovation along with recognising the Hall’s 75th birthday (it was built in 1939).
 Seventy-five people were thoroughly entertained by the live swing band and fun and dancing of the evening.
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 Jackie Shervington 0419 045 783
 Local and independent. Helping people buy and sell property in the Northern Valleys
 BEERMULLAH/GINGIN741 Bootine Road 334ha (825 acres). 2 titlesA chance to secure some of the most sought after grazing land available, with a potential stocking rate of 150-200 cows with calves. Boasting excellent infrastructure with 3 hay sheds; 2 x 72ft x 30ft and 1 x 60ft x 25ft shed. Machinery shed 72ft x 30ft which includes basic accommo-dation; 2 bedroom, kitchen, lounge,
 office and bathroom. Power, water and telephone connected. Excellent fencing. Cattle yards with covered working area, water & power. Horticulture potential with a 78,000 kl water licence. Quality mixed soil types - medium to heavy sandy loam suitable for horticulture. This is wonderful country that always seems to get more than its share of local rainfall.For sale EOI
 Lot 501 Whakea Rd, 2,500 acresFor Sale - $1mil ONO
 Feature ProPertyGINGINOpportunity to combine two properties Jackie Shervington 0419 045 783
 A unique large land holding has come on to the market.
 Finance has fallen through on the Cullalla Road property and so this outstanding property is back on the market.
 Coincidently the property to the rear of this one is also on the market.
 These two back-to-back properties potentially offer a once in a lifetime opportunity to pick up 3325 acres only 10 minutes to Gingin.
 The combined property is made up of about 2/3 semi-parkland cleared Jarrah and Redgum country with patchy, light sandy soils as well as lighter Banksia.
 There is approximately 400 acres of cleared land. The two properties offer a mix of gravel, yellow sand, water, wildflowers, pristine bush, views and more.
 Take on the agricultural challenge and turn this rough diamond into workable country. Neighbours include Loose Leaf Lettuce Company and Cullalla Feedlot - both have shown the potential value of this underdeveloped light country.
 The home on the Cullalla Road property is grand by any measure; 1200sqm under roof, designed for style and opulence. Generous glazing and high ceilings fill the enormous living spaces with natural light. The thick, rammed earth walls offer genuine thermal protection from the summer sun and create a sense of security within the home.
 Entertain in style. The kitchen and casual living area adjoin creating a fabulous opportunity for indoor/outdoor living which leads into a spacious entertaining area which includes an indoor pool/atrium. Outside an impressive stainless steel outdoor kitchen and bar with bathroom and
 storage room.
 Abundant water: all year round bore solar powered, 2 large holding tanks gravity feed the house, with additional pressure pump at the house to maximise pressure. 52,000 gallon rain water tank and 30,000 gallon, bore water holding tank.
 Sheds fit for a king. A large 120 ft commercial size shed and tool shed, plus extensive undercover workshops, machinery, equipment and farm vehicles.
 Once in a lifetime opportunityCullalla Rd, 825 acresFor Sale - Low $2mil
 & Happy 2015 We might have expected a quiet property market over the festive season but actually there was a healthy amount of interest in some pockets.
 At this time of year many make the time to contemplate life and take on new projects and new directions.
 I suspect also being forced inside on hot days increases the time to research online.
 So what to make of 2015 property market?
 Whilst there is more global economic caution and it is definitely a buyers market, the forecast of more interest cuts in the coming months suggests a positive 2015.
 Jackie Shervington
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upper chittering 119ac (48 ha) For Sale low $1mil
 Northern Valleys News JANUARY 2015NV Property 2 www.nvnews.com.au
 NN
 5462 Great Northern Highway
 • Spectacular views of Lake Chittering. • 3x2 brick and iron homestead with bull-nose
 verandahs. Country style kitchen with wonder-
 ful views of Lake Chittering through the large bay window.
 • Sheds – 30’x20’ fully enclosed workshop/ga-rage. Concrete floor and power.
 • 75’x40’ fully enclosed with power and concrete floor.
 • Divided into three paddocks with excellent soil type. The property is presently running cattle and cropping.
 Northern Valleys Property...
 641 CHITTERING VALLEY RD• 4 bedroom, 3 bathroom Rural Building home
 set on 36 acres.• Bonus 2 bedroom cottage. Rent it out or just
 enjoy the benefit of this bonus cottage.
 • 9 paddocks including productive 7 acre hay paddock.
 • Bonus small income - producing citrus grove, 500 mixed citrus trees.
 • Abundant water from 2 bores and 2 dams.
 • Excellent horse facilities: double stables, yards & large round pen.
 • Good infrastructure including: 2 rain water tanks, large shed, small feed shed & 2 small tool sheds, workshop lean-to.
 LOWER chittering 36ac (14.5 ha) For Sale low $1mil
 Jackie Shervington 0419 045 783Head Office: 24-26 Coghlan Road, SUBIACO WA 6008
 Local and independent. Helping people buy and sell property in the Northern Valleys
 5283 Great Northern Highway• This mud brick home has been lovingly reno-
 vated to create a charming 4 bedroom and 2
 bathroom character home. • Views of the Chittering Valley. • Bonus renovated 1 bedroom cottage - granny
 flat or guest house. • Paddocks to the west could be home to a flock
 of sheep or run a few horses.
 UPPPER CHITTERING 83 AC ( 40 ha) For Sale LOw $1 MiL
 upper chittering 12.6 ac (5.1 ha) Mid $600s Make an offer
 99 Hart Drive Enjoy spectacular views over the Chittering Valley and Lake Chittering.
 4 bedrooms and 1 bathroom with extensive ve-randas. 12m x 8m enclosed shed.
 The land is fenced into 5 paddocks and would be ideal for horses plus a bonus mixed fruit orchard and numerous water tanks.
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NV Property 3 www.nvnews.com.au www.nvnews.com.au
 NNNorthern Valleys Property...
 In December the WA state government shared plans for the Perth Freight Link. It will create a new high standard freight connection between Roe Highway and the Fremantle Port, reducing transport costs and improving efficiency in heavy vehicle movements.
 The project is expected to cost $1.5 billion, with the Australian Government committing $925 million and the Western Australian Government $650 million. Part of the State Government’s contribution will be covered from a heavy vehicle distance-based charge from Muchea to Fremantle Port.
 Premier of Western Australia Colin Barnett said the project was a valuable addition to the local area, reducing freight traffic and improving safety on local roads.
 “This is an important project for residents within Perth’s southern suburbs who will feel the impact of rapid growth in coming years,” Mr Barnett said.
 “I’d like to acknowledge the significant contribution of the Commonwealth to this project which is important to the whole transport network of the state,” he said.
 “When complete, the project is expected to remove 500 trucks a day from Leach Highway, resulting in improved safety, reduced noise and enhanced amenity on local arterial roads.
 “I am delighted we are making headway on this project and that the public can now see a summary of the business case online.”
 Assistant Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development Jamie Briggs said the Perth Freight Link was an essential project that will boost efficiency for freight operators.
 “The business case highlights why this project is good for motorists and the Western Australian economy,” Mr Briggs said.
 “This project will save freight operators
 almost 10 minutes and over $8 per trip between Fremantle and Kwinana Freeway.
 “Together with the Gateway WA and NorthLink WA projects, the Perth Freight Link will deliver a purpose-built freight route between Muchea and Fremantle – a distance of 85 kilometres.”
 Western Australian Minister for Transport Dean Nalder said he was looking forward to the completion of the project in mid-2019.
 Not everyone is happy with the new plan. According to a report in the Farm Weekly, WA president Stephen Marley has labelled the WA Government’s plan to charge heavy freight users of the proposed new Perth Freight Link as a farmer tax.
 Mr Marley said anything related to
 agriculture would be impacted.
 "Everything to do with farming will be carted on that road – fertiliser, fuel, lime, livestock carting, wool. Everything is going to get hit," he said.
 "Every farmer will be touched by this. It is a farmer tax.
 "Farmers will be paying to solve Perth's congestion problem, because the Premier is too frightened to charge Perth motorists."
 Mr Marley said if the government is going to introduce a toll, then everyone who uses the road should pay.
 "The cost should be shared, not dumped on rural and regional WA, people who don't personally use the road but have everything they need to run their business using it.”
 Under the plan, trucks will be charged a per kilometre toll along 85 kilometres of highway from Muchea to Fremantle to pay for the new link.
 All trucks longer than 3.2m will be subject to the per kilometre charge.
 When announcing the Freight Link last week Premier Colin Barnett said it would remove up to 500 trucks a day from Leach Highway and provide a more efficient and direct freight line to Fremantle Port.
 Referred to as a Heavy Vehicle User Charge – a per kilometre charge on heavy vehicles only for the freight route between Muchea and Fremantle – the charge is planned to start once the road is finished and eventually recoup part of the cost of the project to the State.
 Perth freight link - friend or foe
 Head office: (08) 9380 6191 24-26 Coghlan Road SUBIACO WA
 Jackie Shervington 0419 045 783
 Local and independent. Helping people buy and sell property in the Northern Valleys
 GINGIN, Cullulla825 Acres
 Magnificent rammed earth home.300+ acres cleared light country.The home is grand by any meas-ure; 1200sqm under roof • Extensive outdoor entertaining areas • Commercial size 120 ft size shed and tool shed • Abun-dant water; solar bore, tanks, satellite and more.For sale Low $2mil
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BINDOON Cammeray Farm 60 ac (25 ha) For Sale MID High $1mil
 NN Northern Valleys Property...
 Northern Valleys News JANUARY 2015NV Property 4 www.nvnews.com.au
 Jackie Shervington 0419 045 783
 • Extensive home built in 2008, overlooking Bindoon and surrounding valleys.
 • Five stylishly presented bedrooms, three bath-rooms, an enormous living space, separate games and play areas, a home theatre room and an elegant study.
 • Bindoon loam, four fully fenced paddocks, cattle yards and horse shelters offer the opportunity to run livestock or pursue an equestrian dream.
 • Enjoy effecient water management with a solar powered bore and 500,000L dam plus a 19,800kL water tank + 2 x 7571L water tanks
 • Hot water - two solar, one gas boosted, one elec-tric boosted• Three phase power, two power box connections.
 Sewerage: Bio system 2000 ATV.• The entertainment extends through to a large
 swimming pool.
 5462 Great Northern Highway• A grand outlook is offered from this property,
 which rises from Great Northern Highway to the ridge of Castle Hill offering magnificent views across Bindoon and Chittering Lakes.
 • 18 x 12metres - horse shed with round. • A 22x9m shed provides bonus basic accommoda-
 tion with a comfortable 2 bedroom and 1 bath. 2 smaller sheds - 8x5m & 5x4m. Plus a bonus 1 bedroom shack and 4 water tanks of 22500 litres.
 • The block offers excellent acreage for hay crop-ping with good fences.
 • The property also boasts abundant water with two historically permanent soaks and 2 massive dams.
 Head Office: 24-26 Coghlan Road, SUBIACO WA 6008
 BINDOON, 57 AC (23 ha) CASTLE HILL RIDGE For Sale OFFERS UNDER $1mIL
 Local and independent. Helping people buy and sell property in the Northern Valleys
 BINDOON/mooliabeenee 97ac (39 ha) For Sale expression of interest
 1 Barn Road• Rich soils and abundance of water including a
 111,000kl water licence, make this a perfect small farming property.
 • The property has nine paddocks plus the house
 block and includes 40 acres of 1st quality hay.• Extensive farm infrastructure with cattle yards,
 feed bins and more. • Plenty of farm storage with a 60x40 feet shed,
 including ablution block.
 • 4 x 2 well appointed home you can enjoy pic-turesque valley views from a large open plan kitchen, dining & lounge.
 9 Casuarina Place2-bedroom cottage located within the Bindoon town. Walking distance to the local shops and facilities. The property enjoys Neerdonga Lake front-age. Would suit horse owner - excellent pasture. EOI
 BINDOON 5.2 AC (2.1 ha) BINDOON 3.8 AC (1.5 ha)
 32 Pioneer DriveAmazing views across Bindoon town from this 3 bedroom and 1 bathroom prop-erty. The home boasts a very functional kitchen with excellent size pantry. Enjoy the bonus fully sealed and enclosed garage/shed which could be modified to provide extra rooms or potentially an artists workshop. EOI
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www.nvnews.com.au NV Property 5
 NNNorthern Valleys Property...
 30 Robinson stReet
 nest or invest• Fully renovated 3 x 1 cedar board
 and tin home on ¼ ac block. • Walking distance to all amenities
 including the school, shops, sporting facilities and park.
 • Open plan layout, R/C air con, huge Kitchen with high end finishes.
 tom Cabassi 0429 095 864
 GinGin $359,000 MooLiAbeene $899,000
 GinGin $550,000
 200 Wells Glover • Stunning views over farmland.• 150 acres with a mixture of
 bush and cropable land. • Brockman river flowing
 through the middle of property.• Near new 4x2 home with study.• Wood heater and ducted
 evaporative air conditioning.• Solar Panels, solar HWS,
 verandas, well insulated.• Powered 16x8m shed.• Bore on separate power
 supply, excellent water storage.
 Craig Hyne 0448 825 833
 binDoon VistA $109,0000 to $199,000
 21 Fraser street• Character 1890’s Mud/
 Cement brick settlers’ house located close to all amenities in Gingin Township.
 • Consisting of 3 bedrooms, en suite to the main bedroom plus a second bathroom.
 • Large 9 x 6 fully enclosed shed.
 • Four clear titles on 12,606 sqm all with direct brook frontage and primed for redevelopment now!
 tom Cabassi 0429 095 864
 bindoon Vista
 This beautiful residential estate is located on a gentle rise overlooking the Chittering Valley, on the edge of the Bindoon township.• Fully serviced lots from
 1,000m2 to 2,790m2.• Beautiful views.• Walk to all town amenities.• Ready to build – Titles
 available now!
 Craig Hyne 0448 825 833
 Feature ProPerty10 Pioneer DriveBindoon 3.5 acres$549,000 to $569,000Country Values Real EstateAmy McAuliffe 0400 298 884
 This 2 storey 3x2 much loved timber framed home is one in a million. With a garden that could appear on the pages of a fairytale storybook and a gorgeous Cape Cod home, it will not disappoint. Viewing is an absolute must!!
 Inside there is a modern kitchen with 900mm freestanding oven and range hood, Bosch dishwasher, island bench and pantry. The laundry is conveniently placed behind the kitchen and has the downstairs toilet.
 With hardwood timber flooring throughout, large dining and living areas, slow combustion heater and
 reverse-cycle split systems, and the main bedroom make up the downstairs space.
 The main bedroom has it’s own access outside and has an excellent sized WIR and modern ensuite. Upstairs there is a huge living space, bathroom between two big bedrooms with sloping ceilings and sooo much character. Upstairs has ducted evaporative air conditioning and it’s own balcony which shows off the beautiful valley views over the town.
 Outside features gorgeous, well-thought-out gardens that have to be seen to be believed. A bitumen drive leads up to double garage near the house.
 At the bottom of the hill there is a workable flat section with a 6x9 powered workshop, 163L water tank, bore and 12 solar panels that will currently make you money!!! No electricity bills!! There is a decked alfresco, paddock, scheme water, aviary, fish pond, chook pen and every sort of fruit tree imaginable.
 This property has it all, offering great
 value for money. Perfect for a retiree who has visiting grandies, families, retired farmers or even as a B&B enterprise (approval has been granted from shire)
 VERY MOTIVATED SELLERS - VIEWING IS A MUST!!!!
 Great value for money
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112 McHavloe Drive Set high on Marchmont Estate this home offers spectacular views across the region.Built in 2008, this is a neat and tidy 4 bedroom,
 2-bathroom home with large open plan living kitchen, dining and lounge. Excellent infrastructure with a two car carport plus 10x6m shed /garage with power connected.
 The roof boasts 8 solar panels and a Solarhart 300ltre hot water system with booster.The home is on scheme water plus has two rain-water tanks totaling 50,000 litres.
 NN Northern Valleys Property...
 Jackie Shervington 0419 045 783
 Local and independent. Helping people buy and sell property in the Northern Valleys
 34 Lefroy StreetOverlooking the magnificent Cheriton Estate - you really do get the sense that you are living on a large farm.The view from this 6.25 acres property is rolling
 hills and rich pastures, situated north facing on the Gingin Brook.If you have yearned for a quiet spot to retire with ample water and a garden of abundance, this is it. A comfortable brick and iron 4 x 2.
 Impressive infrastructure: a large workshop with 3 phase power/GP shed, double carport, water license. 2.4 Amorphous Solar Panel Generation and smart power connected to Synergy grid, air con and slow combustion wood heater.
 GINGIN 2500 ACRES Low $1mil
 Lot 501 Whakea Rd Pioneer future pastures or landbank for progress.Less than 10ks to Gingin townsite this 2,500 acres offers everything you can expect from Gingin
 country. About 2/3 Jarrah, Redgum country with patchy light sandy soils from red to white sands. Everything you need: gravel, yellow sand, water, views and more. At only $400/acre those with
 long-term vision will be rewarded. Invest to bring this country to good grqazing country or wait for landbanking benefits. Water source - existing well about 10m deep.
 GINGIN 6.25 ac (52.5 ha) Mid $600s Make an offer
 GINGIN 2.5 AC (1 HA) EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
 102 Robinson StreetThis property is crying out for someone who can save the origi-nal 1902 workers cottage. The front two rooms are the original cottage and if renovated would provide a unique and charming facade. Located on the Gingin Brook - Views to the brook and the valley.
 GINGIN Low $300s GINGIN $300,000 ONO
 538 Cockram StreetAffordable cottage - a delightful neat and tidy 3 bedroom fibro and steel cottage.Recently renovated - fresh paint, polished wooden floor boards and window treatments. Gas stove and HWS, reverse cycle air-condition-ing, lockable one vehicle garage, bore water and open space on this one acre block.
 Northern Valleys News JANUARY 2015NV Property 6 www.nvnews.com.au
 SOLD
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NN Northern Valleys Property...
 www.nvnews.com.au NV Property 7
 Lynette PrendergastMobile 044 888 7141
 [email protected]
 6502 , 6084, 6501, 6505, 6504,
 OWNER SAYS SELL - Make an offer 124.6 HA2 Range Rd, GINGIN CoonabidgeLandbank - sub division approved.124.6 hectares - approved for sub-division into 9 lots with some of the work already done.Entry Statements constructed, lot surveys and pegging done, full exte-rior fencing, some roadworks started and both electricity and telephone available.
 [email protected]
 Head office: (08) 9380 6191 24-26 Coghlan Road SUBIACO WA Jackie Shervington 0419 045 783
 At this time of year the air conditioner is worth its weight in gold. But as many know they don’t come cheap. Chances are if you haven’t serviced your air conditioner recently then maybe it’s costing you more.
 Neglecting necessary maintenance ensures a steady decline in air conditioning performance while energy use steadily increases. Check out our Energy Saver 101 Infographic: Home Cooling for more ways to help improve your comfort and the efficiency of your air conditioner.
 Air Conditioner Filters
 The most important maintenance task that will ensure the efficiency of your air conditioner is to routinely replace or clean its filters. Clogged, dirty filters block normal airflow and reduce a system’s efficiency significantly. With normal airflow obstructed, air that bypasses the filter may carry dirt directly into the evaporator coil and impair the coil’s heat-absorbing capacity. Replacing a dirty, clogged filter with a clean one can lower your air conditioner’s energy consumption by 5% to 15%.
 For central air conditioners, filters are generally located somewhere along the return duct’s length. Common filter locations are in walls, ceilings, furnaces, or in the air conditioner itself. Room air conditioners have a filter mounted in the grill that faces into the room.
 Some types of filters are reusable; others must be replaced. They are available in a variety of types and efficiencies. Clean or replace your air conditioning system’s filter or filters every month or two during the cooling season. Filters may need more frequent attention if the air conditioner is in constant use,
 is subjected to dusty conditions, or you have fur-bearing pets in the house.
 Air Conditioner Coils
 The air conditioner’s evaporator coil and condenser coil collect dirt over their months and years of service. A clean filter prevents the evaporator coil from soiling quickly. In time, however, the evaporator coil will still collect dirt. This dirt reduces airflow and insulates the coil, reducing its ability to absorb heat. To avoid this problem, check your evaporator coil every year and clean it as necessary.
 Outdoor condenser coils can also become very dirty if the outdoor environment is dusty or if there is foliage nearby. You can easily see the condenser coil and notice if dirt is collecting on its fins.
 You should minimize dirt and debris near the condenser unit. Your dryer vents, falling leaves, and lawn mower are all potential sources of dirt and debris. Cleaning the area around the coil, removing any debris, and trimming foliage back at least 2 feet (0.6 meters) allow for adequate airflow around the condenser.
 Hiring a Professional
 When your air conditioner needs more than regular maintenance, hire a professional service technician. A well-trained technician will find and fix problems in your air conditioning system.
 The technician should:
 •Check for correct amount of refrigerant
 •Test for refrigerant leaks using a leak detector
 •Capture any refrigerant that must be evacuated from the system, instead of illegally releasing it to the atmosphere
 •Check for and seal duct leakage in central systems
 •Measure airflow through the evaporator coil
 •Verify the correct electric control sequence and make sure that the heating system and cooling system cannot operate simultaneously
 • Inspect electric terminals, clean and tighten connections, and apply a non-conductive coating if necessary
 • Check the accuracy of the thermostat.
 sandy Lake Farm 344 tangletoe Rd, Muckenburra, Gingin.
 Choose to continue the current businesses or enjoy either oftwo gorgeous homes on a hard to find quiet, peaceful property.• 166 acre cattle and sheep farm, 9 paddocks, good fencing• Farm stay accommodation, B&B, cottage, caravans.Plenty of business options, eg horses, alpacas, orchard etc.Large lake & islands, winter lake, dam, 4 soaks, most paddocksbore fed, automatic retic to garden, 4x90,000 litre rainwater tanks.Perimeter of pines, parkland cleared and pastured paddocks.Optional to continue businesses yet still enjoy a great lifestyle.Phone Amanda today to view without delay.
 GINGIN $1,550,000 - $1,650,000
 Amanda YatesM: 0401 912 666P: 9307 [email protected]
 Cleaning your filters can save money
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Jackie Shervington 0419 045 783Local and independent. Helping people
 buy and sell property in the Northern Valleys
 Commercial & Industrial Properties
 Profitable businessRewards for a family run business. Enjoy year round tradeRegular tourism customers and corporate worker accommodation. Services nearby mining and infrastructure projects.
 Significant infrastructure & Plant & EquipmentThe business includes a caravan park with 24 powered bays, 12 campsites, 11 motel rooms, 6 park cabins, 11 single units and ablution block for 72 people.
 Strategic location 5kms out of the town of Gingin on the Brand Highway. The only accommodation on this stretch to Geraldton. Only 1 hour north of Perth on a major transport artery to the north.
 Growth PotentialThere is the capacity to grow the existing business on existing land. The shire has previously provided approval for up to 11 more motel rooms.
 Business Opportunity FOR SALE Gingin Tourist Park 3.605 hectares (8.91 acres)
 Northern Valleys News JANUARY 2015
 NV Property 8 www.nvnews.com.au
 NN Northern Valleys Property...
 Information memorandum and full financials are available to qualified buyers. Jackie Shervington on 0419 045 783 or email [email protected]
 80 Warren Rd, Bullsbrook For Sale EOISituated on Warren Road, the property is in a highly strategic location in the re-zoned Bullsbrook South Industrial Zone and ideally suited to trucks. It is located in close proximity to Stock Rd, which will be the road train access into Northlink WA, scheduled to commence in 2016 and finish in 2019.The property has a large street frontage of 150m with a 3 bedroom, 2 bath-room fibro house, large 8 car shed and is connected to Western Power. As an an added bonus there is a 1150kl water licence with bore and good quality water.
 168 Great Northern Hwy, Bindoon For Sale EOIZoned townsite the 4743sqm corner block offers extensive commercial opportunities. High traffic location with sub-division potential.The site is strategically positioned on the Great Northern Highway which will continue to be the main link to the north.
 Bindoon Commercial opportunity
 Zoned Townsite. Large corner lot 4743m2.
 Existing commercial single storey shop/retail store
 Bullsbrook Industrial
 Zoned Industrial 6.1843ha
 Head Office: 24-26 Coghlan Road, SUBIACO WA 6008
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NortHErN vallEys gardENiNgwith Linsey Riddle of the Facebook page Northern Valleys Plants, cuttings and seeds for sale and swap free.
 Well, it’s getting pretty warm out there and January gardening can be quite a challenge with strong, hot winds. But, with the heat, also comes some beauty in the garden, including frangipanis and their stunning, colourful flowers - not to mention their heavenly scents. I managed to get quite a few frangipani cuttings last year and can’t wait to see what colours I’ve ended up with. It’s becoming quite addictive and my collection is starting to grow. I bought some Jack’s Purple frangipani seeds last year so will have to have to see if I’m successful at propagating these as they will make a delightful addition to the garden.
 Another challenge the heat brings is ants.... I know that the world needs ants as they help to eat the larvae of spiders, bed bugs, flies, fleas, silverfish, etc but I’d prefer if they’d keep out of my kitchen! There are some natural ways help to keep ants at bay, including:
 • Ensuring your benches are kept clean and clear of food scraps, etc (not easy with two teenage daughters).
 • Block access by checking the silicone seals along your windows and seal up any holes to prevent access.
 • Soapy water will kill the ants and destroy the chemical trail. Add one teaspoon of dish soap into a spray bottle of water. You can also add citrus peel, citrus rind oil or mint oil. Dish soap and baking soda is also good in a spray bottle to use along your window sills.
 • Barriers that may work to keep the ants out are cinnamon, turmeric, citrus oil, black or cayenne pepper, Vaseline and baby powder.
 • Deterring odours that don’t smell too bad to us but ants dislike are crushed mint leaves, garlic clove, camphor and lavender oil. Another tip is to sticky tape a bay leaf inside the lids of your canisters which hold your flour, sugar and paprika.
 • In the garden you can use coffee grounds to confuse the worker ants. Also put into the ant mounds.
 • You can make your own ant baits by placing about a tablespoon of maple syrup on a saucer and sprinkle boric acid around the maple syrup. Just remember to keep this out of reach of pets and children.
 Here are this month’s top tips:
 • Prune and deadhead shrubs and summer flowering plants. Trim hedges, topiaries and espaliered plants. Although take care not to do this on extremely hot days as the plant may suffer.
 • Keep up the water and stay on top of the retic. It doesn’t take much for plants to wilt in these hot, dry conditions.
 • Try to mow lawns weekly but keep the blades at a higher setting to help protect the roots.
 • Top up mulch and remember to add to your pot plants too. This will help maintain the moisture in the soil and keep the roots cool.
 • Remove dead leaves from palms, cordylines, strelitzias, dracaenas, ornamental grasses and kangaroo paws. Also remove dry weeds that could provide fuel for fires and keep long grasses mown to reduce habitats for snakes.
 • Help to reduce the number of blow flies by hanging flytraps. Regularly check for pests in your plants
 • Vegetables to plant now are brussel sprouts (yes some people do like them), cabbage, carrots, cauliflower, lettuce, silverbeet, beans, broccoli, turnips and beetroot.
 • Flowers to plant now are gerberas, impatiens, marigold, pansies, petunias, verbenas, alyssums, asters and zinnias.
 • Remember to stop, find a shady spot, smell the roses, sit back, have a drink and enjoy your hard work!
 For more inspirational gardening ideas and advice from locals join my Facebook group. Get local updates, sell, swap or share plants, cuttings and seeds.
 Linsey
 Happy gardening!
 14 www.nvnews.com.au
 NN It’s your news...
 Northern Valleys News JANUARY 2015
 Small landholder newsJodie Bowling, Development Officer, Small Landholder Information Service, Department of Agriculture and Food, W.A.
 Welcome to summer! The weather is getting warmer and the flies are starting to buzz.
 As pastures start to hay off it is important to monitor stock for grass seeds. They can become lodged in animals’ coats, eyes and ears. If the seeds are not removed they can cause sores and abscesses.
 It is important to check that fences are secure, as stock will start to seek better food through the fence. If you need to supplementary feed, it is better to put the feed into troughs rather than on the dirt to avoid causing digestion problems, such as colic in horses.
 If you are running out of feed for your animals, remnant bush and your gardens are not good sources of feed. Grazing remnant bush encourages erosion and degradation and your animals may also be poisoned. Your garden may also have plants that are poisonous to livestock.
 Grazing is rapidly removing dry protective pasture from paddocks. Plan to have a small sacrificial paddock to place stock once plant matter is reduced to around 50% ground cover. This is to prevent overgrazing on your property and the likelihood of wind erosion.
 Now is the time to soil-test paddocks to determine next year’s fertiliser requirements. Soil-test kits are available from your local rural trader.
 Dams in low-lying areas prone to salinity will need monitoring to ensure the electrical conductivity (measure of salt) is below the thresholds for livestock (1100mS/m for ewes and lambs or 1600mS/m for adult wethers).
 Watch out for algae in dams and troughs; as the weather heats up algae will need to be regularly cleaned out of troughs, and dams will need to be monitored and treated if necessary.
 Monitor soil moisture and irrigate as required. Maintain a suitable nutrition program, adjusting as required to suit crop load. January is the month for leaf analysis of stone fruit and pome fruit.
 Summer prune deciduous plants, especially the more vigorous species such as grapevines and stone fruit. This will reduce tree size and allow light to lower parts of the tree to help improve fruit colour.
 Baiting for rabbits during the next few months can prove beneficial later in the year. At this time numbers are low and green food is scarce increasing bait uptake. Landowners may not consider rabbits a problem at this time of year but not carrying out control actions can lead to growth in populations during the winter.
 Until next time, best wishes for a safe and enjoyable new year.
 Jodie
 facebook.com/DAFWAsmalllandholders
 [email protected].    NORTHERN   VALLEYS   –   PLANTS,   CUTTINGS,   SEEDS   FOR   SALE,   SWAP   FREE   
 Nature Notes I hope everyone had a happy and safe Christmas and New Year. While many of us have been enjoying a break and had our minds on other things the summer weeds have been quietly getting themselves established. Narrow-leaf Cottonbush (Gomphocarpus fruticosus) is now flowering and starting to seed. Now is the time to take action to reduce its spread. Remove the flowers and seed pods, bag them and bury deeply. Further control measures can be taken in winter and spring.
 Other weeds which may be seen flowering and which can be controlled now are Juncus microcephalus, Edible Fig (Ficus carica), Caltrop (Tribulus terrestris) and several introduced grasses including African Lovegrass (Eragrostis curvula), Tambookie Grass (Hyparrhenia hirta), Summer Grass (Digitaria ciliaris) and Paspalum dilatatum, P. urvillei and P. vaginatum. Details of recommended methods of control for these species are available on the website http://florabase.dpaw.wa.gov.au or contact the Chittering Landcare Centre [email protected].
 What native species are flowering?
 Among the trees are Powerbark Wandoo (Eucalyptus accedens) with its flowers generally hidden among the foliage, Jarrah (Eucalyptus marginata), Coastal Blackbutt (Eucalyptus todtiana), Wandoo (Eucalytpus wandoo), and in
 low lying areas Swamp Sheoak (Casuarina obesa) and Moonah (Melaleuca preissiana). Also often in low lying areas is the shrub Grey Stinkwood (Jacksonia furcellata) with its yellow and red pea flowers and the Robin Redbreast Bush (Melaleuca lateritia) with its bright red-orange brushes.
 Slender Banksia (Banksia attenuata) is still flowering as is Stinkwood (Jacksonia sternbergiana) which flowers for much of the year. Among the smaller plants to look out for are the pale yellow or cream flowered wattle Acacia huegelii, lilies such as Dichopogon capillipes, Chocolate Lily (D. fimbriatus), Fringe Lilies Thysanotus asper, T. dichotomus and T. sparteus, and the Yellow Autumn Lily (Tricoryne elatior). The white flowered Native Gerbera (Trichocline spathulatum) and the Native Hibiscus (Alyogyne hakeifolia) which may have mauve or cream flowers may also be seen. Several species of Beaufortia, B. aestiva and B. squarrosa, both with red-orange flowers, and the red-purple flowered Beaufortia elegans may also be flowering.
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 Northern Valleys food celebrating local produce
 WELCOME TO A NEW YEAR 2015With Christmas and New Year celebration over its time to focus on Valentine’s Day and the special day is fast approaching.
 A Valentines Celebration can be as simple as a nice home cooked meal together or a 5 star fine dining experience.
 There is plenty of good fresh produce available this time of year to get stuck into, experiment with a new recipe and WOW that special person. This recipe with smoked salmon and prawns, pictured right is one of my favorite dishes to prepare for Valentine’s Day.
 Have a great Valentine’s Day and don’t forget to send any questions you have to my e-mail address
 [email protected]
 Chef David signing off for now
 HAPPY COOKING.
 Smoked Salmon Rose, marinated prawns, tomato and cucumber salsa• 250g sliced smoked salmon or marinated
 salmon• 8 x cooked large prawns• 2 x tomatoes• 1/2 x cucumber• 1 x lime• Small bunch coriander chopped• 4 x tablespoons good whole egg mayonnaise• 2 x table spoons tomato ketchup• 1 x teaspoon lea and perins sauce• 1/4 teaspoon horseradish cream sauce• Splash of brandy
 NN
 www.stringybarkwinery.com.au
 talk to the Chefwith David Stott of Stringybark Winery
 • Splash of lemon juice• Salt and pepper to tasteMethod1. Mix the mayonnaise, tomato ketchup,
 lea and perins sauce, horseradish cream sauce, brandy, and lemon juice together
 2. Season with salt and pepper and leave to one side
 3. If using raw prawns cook gently in salted water, cool and place in fridge
 4. Lay smoked salmon slices individually on cling film
 5. Role the first slice of salmon lightly into a cylinder
 6. Carefully pull back the salmon from the top of cylinder to get a rose petal effect
 7. Repeat with another 2 – 3 slices of smoked salmon, you will see a rose appear before your eyes
 8. Place on a small plate and repeat stage 7 for the second rose
 9. Skin deseed and dice small the two tomatoes
 10. Cut cucumber in half, cut all four sides to form a square shape
 11. Slice and dice small the cucumber12. Mix tomato and cucumber together
 with the chopped coriander (keep a few coriander leaves for garnish) season with salt and pepper
 13. Place smoked salmon rose onto a large plate
 14. Arrange prawns around15. Spoon cocktail sauce over prawns16. Sprinkle cucumber and tomato around
 plate17. Garnish with coriander leaves and a
 wedge of lime18. I like to drizzle a little olive oil over the
 cucumber and tomato and a twist of black pepper
 19. Sit back and enjoy with a glass of bubbly
 Chefs cooking tips1. Ginger can be tricky to peel with all its
 bumps and irregularities. Rather than using a paring knife or vegetable peeler, reach for the spoon. Scrape it against the skin and it’ll come right off, following every contour and minimizing waste.
 2. Slicing meat to grind or cook in a stir-fry can be tricky even with a sharp knife. To make it easier, place the meat in the freezer for 10 to 15 minutes to stiffen it up.
 3. Save your Parmesan rinds (or any hard cheese rind) after you finish off the cheese and store it in a sealed bag in the freezer. It can be used to add intense flavor to broths, soups, and stews by adding it to the simmering liquid for 20 to 30 minutes
 4. The empty half of an egg shell is the best tool to extract stubborn bits of cracked shells that have ended up in the bowl.
 5. Will milk curdle if it is allowed to boil? It turns out that this age-old piece of wisdom isn’t true, after all. Milk that has been boiled is perfectly safe to consume.
 6. Burned a pot of rice? Just place a piece of white bread on top of the rice for 5-10 minutes to draw out the burned flavour. Be careful not to scrape the burned pieces off of the bottom of the pan when serving the rice.
 Smoked Salmon Rose, marinated prawns, tomato and cucumber salsa
 Normal hours : from 11:30am Wednesday through to Sunday for lunch and dinner. On Saturdays and Sundays, we are also open from 9am for Breakfast. www.stringybarkwinery.com.au
 2060 Chittering Road, Chittering. Ph: 9571 8069
 Snap a copy of this ad* with your phone (or cut it out) and pay half price for your second full english breakfast on Saturdays and Sundays all through January! Adults $27.00 Kids $15.00. Includes fresh fruit, yoghurt, cereals, fruit juices, tea and coffee.*You must show a copy of this ad to receive the special price!
 Second breaky half price at Strinybark
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 Slip, Slop, Slap, Seek, Slide!We know that sunlight makes us feel good (consider all those people from the dark and dingy parts of the northern hemisphere desperate to come to a warmer, sunnier climate) and exposing our skin to the sun, at least for a while, does have definite health benefits.
 But over exposure really is too much of a good thing.
 The Slip, Slop, Slap campaign, initiated some 35 years ago - and which has more recently been modified to Slip, Slop, Slap, Seek and Slide (referring to seeking shade and sliding on sunglasses) - has been recognised internationally as a remarkably effective public health strategy. But, “baby boomers”, and certainly Australians born pre-World War II, probably had little or no knowledge of this message in their teenage years when getting sunburnt was considered to be a rite of passage. And a tan was considered to be clear evidence of good health.
 So, we are now seeing a generation of older Australians displaying (sometimes rather self-consciously) their dry, wrinkly, sun-damaged skin. Unfortunately, there is also a significant number of young people who still persist with high-risk lifestyle activities - whether that be smoking, drinking to excess or now over exposure to the sun.
 Skin cancer is far and away the most common cancer in Australia with melanoma the most deadly. But other skin cancers can also be malignant and cause painful and disfiguring lesions. New therapies are now available to treat pre-cancerous so-called solar keratoses – more commonly known as sunspots. These spots are usually small, scaly or wart-like and appear most commonly on parts of the face such as the nose, the cheeks, upper lip, temples and forehead as well as the back of the hands and forearms.
 It’s important to get to know your own skin and identify the most serious aspects of sun damage. Check with your doctor or pharmacist if you have doubts about any change in skin appearance. And check out
 the website www.knowyourownskin.com.au. You can get more information there on how to check your own skin and sign up for a free “Know Your Own Skin” kit.
 The use of sunscreens is just one prevention strategy but it’s a good one. Until last year the maximum SPF (sun protection factor) rating permitted to be advertised in Australia was 30+, but now the TGA has authorised the display of an SPF rating of up to 50+.
 For most Australians, definitely all of us who have inherited the northern European or Anglo/Celtic skin type, a 50+ product should be the sunscreen of choice. One of the advantages of the newly labelled sunscreens is that there is greater certainty that they are truly “broad spectrum”. That is they protect against both UVB and UVA wavelengths of sunlight. The old rating was only indicative of protection from the burning UVB rays; however the deeply penetrating UVA rays are equally likely to cause cancer.
 You can get more advice on choosing the most appropriate sunscreen and generally how to stay sun- smart this summer from any of the knowledgeable staff at Bindoon & Gingin Pharmacies. During January at either store you can purchase a big 1L pump of 50+ sunscreen for just $19.99 by mentioning this article!
 Chittering PhysiotheraPy
 cd
 cd
 (Tuesday and Thursday)Chittering Community
 Health CentreGreat Northern Hwy, BindoonPhone: 0427 198 278
 Judy DennisBSc PT, Grad Dip PT, Dip PT
 Spinal Pain RehabilitationArthritic Pain
 Skeletal ProblemsMuscle Dysfunction
 Ante Natal EducationCoordination ProblemsRespiratory Conditions
 Neurological ConditionsWestern Health Clients
 Sports Injury RehabilitationHand Injury Rehabilitation
 Paediactric Development DelayPlastic Surgery Rehabilitation
 Diabetes and Exercise EducationContinence Advice
 and AssistanceOver 55 Exercise Classes
 HealthySponsored by:
 Keeping Monday -Friday 9am - 5:30
 Saturday 9am - 5pmSunday 9am - 2pm
 GinGin PharmacyOpen Monday to Friday 9am – 5:30pm, Saturday
 9am – 1pm.
 Phone 9575 2331
 Northern Valleys News JANUARY 2015
 Are you suffering from...q Neck or back painq Headachesq Arthritisq Shoulder and knee problemsq Sports or work injuries
 No referral is required and appointments are available at :
 Bullsbrook Medical Centre: 9571 1478
 Bindoon Medical Centre: 0418 409 475
 Dr Keith Brown, ChiropractorBSc BChiro(Hons) ICSSD (Sports)
 If you are - call to make an appointment
 a
 a
 a
 a
 a
 Pledge to be more mentally healthy in the new yearAre you thinking about a new year’s resolution? Maybe you’re thinking that you need to spend more time with your family, start exercising regularly or learn a new skill. But, have you ever thought about doing something to improve your mental health?
 “2015 is the year to Act-Belong-Commit for a more mentally healthy you!” says Health Promotion Officer, Marissa Yeo. “It could be something small like smiling and saying ‘Hello’ to your neighbours whenever you see them, or something bigger like joining a committee or learning a musical instrument.”
 “Whatever it is you can make the resolution official by following three easy steps” says Marissa.
 1. Complete the Act-Belong-Commit Self-Assessment on the campaign website and identify where you can improve in each of the Act-Belong-Commit domains
 2. Find an activity that covers an area that you might be lacking in
 3. Make it official by ‘pledging’ in on the Act-Belong-Commit website for everyone to see
 “It helps to tell your friends and family what you aim to do” says Marissa, “you’ll have them encouraging you and supporting you to stick with your new goal”.
 To gain ideas on mentally healthy activities in your area contact local Project Officer or visit the Act-Belong-Commit website www.actbelongcommit.org.au.
 The Act-Belong-Commit campaign is operated by Mentally Healthy WA, based at Curtin University.
 More than 100 new aged care places in PearceOne hundred and twenty seven new aged care places worth more than $6.7 million will be delivered across Pearce, following the conclusion of the 2014 Aged Care Approvals Round (ACAR).
 Federal Member for Pearce, Christian Porter, said the additional places would help meet demand for quality aged care services in the community.
 “This highly competitive ACAR clearly demonstrates renewed interest in aged care, following recent changes aimed at supporting service viability, reducing their compliance burden and increasing business flexibility,” Mr Porter said.
 “This was the highest number of residential aged care places sought through an ACAR since 2007. “Older Australians in Pearce will benefit from
 104 new residential aged care places.
 “A further 23 new home care places will help older Australians remain living in their own home for as long as possible.
 “The Government believes older Australians want and deserve to have the support and care they need to live active and healthy lives, and to continue to choose the aged care services they need.
 “I am pleased that new aged care places will help meet the growing aged care needs of older Australians in Pearce.”
 The ACAR is the process that allocates funding for new Government residential aged care and home care places and for capital grants each year.
 List of new aged care places in Pearce:
 House of Representatives
 Parliament House Phone: (02) 6277 4275 Canberra ACT 2600 Fax: (02) 6277 2231
 Email: [email protected] Web: www.christianporter.com.au
 Electorate Office
 Street: Unit 3 / 28 Main Street, Ellenbrook WA 6069
 Postal: PO Box 2226, Ellenbrook WA 6069
 Phone: (08) 6296 7255 Fax: (08) 9297 3244
 MEDIA RELEASE 12 December 2014
 More than 100 new aged care places in Pearce One hundred and twenty seven new aged care places worth more than $6.7 million will be delivered across Pearce, following the conclusion of the 2014 Aged Care Approvals Round (ACAR). Federal Member for Pearce, Christian Porter, said the additional places would help meet demand for quality aged care services in the community. “This highly competitive ACAR clearly demonstrates renewed interest in aged care, following recent changes aimed at supporting service viability, reducing their compliance burden and increasing business flexibility,” Mr Porter said. “This was the highest number of residential aged care places sought through an ACAR since 2007. “Older Australians in Pearce will benefit from 104 new residential aged care places. “A further 23 new home care places will help older Australians remain living in their own home for as long as possible. “The Government believes older Australians want and deserve to have the support and care they need to live active and healthy lives, and to continue to choose the aged care services they need. “I am pleased that new aged care places will help meet the growing aged care needs of older Australians in Pearce.” The ACAR is the process that allocates funding for new Government residential aged care and home care places and for capital grants each year. List of new aged care places in Pearce: Service name Region Places Yallambee Hostel WA Metropolitan East 4 Balladong Lodge Wheatbelt 1 Regional Home Care Services Wheatbelt 8 (Home Care) Silver Chain Wheatbelt 8 (Home Care) Ridgewood Aged Care Centre WA Metropolitan North 99 Juniper Community – CACP Northam
 Wheatbelt 7 (Home Care)
 More information on the 2014 ACAR is available at: www.dss.gov.au/2014ACAR Media contact: Aimee Jones – [email protected] or 0413 016 332
 More information on the 2014 ACAR is available at: www.dss.gov.au/2014ACAR
 1L $19.99!
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 Activity trackersBy Daryl du Plessis - [email protected]
 If your new year’s resolutions include getting fitter then you may want to look at activity trackers that are currently available on the market. Traditional fitness trackers have been in the shape of watches and have been able to measure your pulse and distance as well as track your time. With the advent of smartphones, activity trackers now include a lot more features that make use of the smart phone technology. By combining the fitness apps with the tracker sensors, you can measure just about any physical activity. As an example, if you want to start a new diet you can measure the number of calories you are burning based on your daily activities such as walking, jogging or cycling, as measured by the tracker. In addition you can manually specify the meals you are eating and measure the number of calories you are ingesting as well. Current model Android and iPhones include fitness apps by default but there are plenty of free apps available through the relevant app store. Activity trackers have their own apps as well. The most common brand of trackers are Jawbone and Fitbit, but there are plenty of others available. The
 latest Jawbone tracker, the UP3, seems to be the most advanced yet. It is is in the form a wrist band (not a watch like many others) and is water proof to 10m, so can be worn when swimming. Resting heart rate is measured using galvanic skin response, which is different to other trackers as they typically use a light source to measure the blood flow. The UP3 is also allegedly capable of detecting the form of activity automatically, which is very convenient. In addition it can also track the various stages of sleep, so it gives you plenty of information about your activities. Setting goals is a standard part of the tracker features and is a good way to track how you are progressing with your daily activities. You can view your historic progress and see how you have been faring over the last day, week, month or more.
 I have been using the Samsung Gear Fit and beside the usual activity tracker benefits, it also provides notifications from my phone for things such as emails, SMS messages, calendar alerts and so on. The Gear Fit will also use the GPS capabilities when paired with the phone so you can track your distance and altitude when running cycling or hiking. The amount you can see on the Gear Fit is limited by the screen size, but it is a useful way to see what is happening on your phone instantly. The range and capability of wearable technology is just starting to mature so keep an eye out for products that may suit your lifestyle and help you achieve your new year’s resolutions.
 Techtalk
 Jackie Shervington
 The team at Bindoon Fresh Meats has captured the hearts of locals in their pursuit of the National Sausage King title to be held in Adelaide in February. Craig, Rita and Rhys fly out on Friday 6th Feb. Judging is on Saturday with the winners announced at the awards dinner that evening.
 To help pay for their expenses of around $3000 they have run a few local fundraisers which so far have raised $2032.60. The support by the community has been fantastic and truly appreciated by the team.
 According to Rita, “The Get us to Adelaide” Sausage sizzle raised $766.60 in total including raffle and donations on the day. We have also received donations from local groups including: $300 from the Upper Chittering Firies, $150 from the Shire of Chittering and Doggie bones sales from Bindoon Fresh Meats $816.”
 We would like to say a sincere and heartfelt thank you to the community for getting behind us, to ‘Chillin’ out in WA’ who donated a raffle prize, to all that donated their time in manning the sausage sizzle, to all that attended the event or discretely dropped that “little something” in to add to the fund, to the firies who brought a tear to our eyes with their unexpected donation and to the local council for their thoughtful contribution.”
 Locals go for national Sausage King
 Phone: 0419 043 960 Email: [email protected]
 Address: P O Box 292, Bindoon WA 6502 Facebook: Chittering Chamber of Commerce
 Connecting our Business Community
 Started in 2010, the Chamber brings Chittering business
 owners together through regular communications and
 at informative networking events. The Chamber
 also provides support and development opportunities
 such as the E-workout and member facilitated activities.
 New Members Welcome!
 POSITION VACANTThe Gingin District CRC Inc. has a position available for a Business
 Trainee/Recognition of Prior Learning Student
 This is a 12 month position working 35 hours per week commencing Feburary 2015
 Min age requirement 18 yearsEmail applications with a covering
 letter & CV to [email protected]
 Mark Attention:Trainee Selection Panel
 For a detailed job description please email [email protected]
 Applications Close21st January 2015
 The team hopes to return the goodwill by bringing valuable attention to Bindoon and its wonderful community by bringing back another award to Bindoon.
 Wheatbelt Shires Form Regional AllianceShire councils of Gingin, Dandaragan and Chittering all unanimously agreed to establish a Regional Alliance at their respective council meetings in December. Recent Wheatbelt Development Commission planning identified several issues common to all three shires which has prompted the formation of a working partnership between the three local governments.
 The Shires of Gingin, Dandaragan and Chittering are all facing the knock-on effects from Perth’s rapidly expanding northern corridor, which includes the issue of funding the services and infrastructure needed for the growing region such as health care, education, transport, aged care and waste management.
 Of these, the provision of health and aged care services has been identified by the three councils as a common priority. In addition, the Regional Alliance will focus on industry development and growth, and will work with the Wheatbelt Development Commission to progress those identified priorities for the region.
 “It is the agreed position of our shires
 that a united approach to addressing our common issues will lead to better outcomes,” said Gingin Shire CEO, Jeremy Edwards. “In essence this partnership is about building a strong regional local government focus with an emphasis on advocating strategic projects and services for our region.”
 Dandaragan Shire CEO Tony Nottle said the Regional Alliance will also work closely with the Wheatbelt Development Commission to identify other key issues and projects that will assist with addressing the growth pressures as well as funding and service gaps. “The Shire of Dandaragan is looking forward to working with the Shires of Chittering and Gingin in an effort to attract funding and services to our growing region,” he said.
 Shire of Chittering CEO Gary Tuffin added: “In recent times there has been a stronger focus on taking a regional approach to funding by both the state and federal government, and for better cooperation/collaboration amongst local government. It is envisaged the Regional Alliance may act as an appropriate vehicle to address these mandates.”
 The Regional Alliance will consist of the three shire chief executives who will meet monthly, with representation by shire presidents and the Wheatbelt Development Commission on a quarterly or as-needed basis.
 Target your audience - the Northern Valleys is a growing region which offers your business sales opportunities.
 Build a good reputation - you will be seen as an important business player in the region.
 Readership & shelf life - the NVNews is read from
 cover to cover and often retained for reference
 Bonus extras - we work with our advertisers to help them and include free design and adverting advice
 Positive environment - Get your ads out of junk mail and into the local’s favourite newspaper.
 Why advertise in the Northern Valleys News?
 Rates starting from $75 for 1/16 page. Full rates available online www.nvnews.com.au/rate-card/
 Call Jackie Shervington 0419 045 783
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 cHurcH NoticEsANGliCAN CHuRCH
 (Marion Bird 9576 2054, John Broad 9576 0311)
 Bindoon 2nd and 4th Sundays of month at 9.30am
 Gingin 1st Sunday of month 8 am 3rd Sunday of month 9.30 am
 uNitiNG CHuRCH (Marian Crew, 9575 1357)
 Worship 2nd and 4th Sunday 10am
 SEVENtH DAy ADVENtiSt (9576 0085)
 Bible Study 9.30am to 10.30am, Divine Service 11am to 12 noon every
 Saturday, Bindoon
 BENEDiCtiNE MoNAStERy New Norcia 9654 8018
 Parish Priest: Abbot John Herbert OSB Weekend Mass times: Sunday 9am
 CAtHoliC CHuRCH (Fr Paul Fox ph 9571 8068)
 Sat Vigil: St Catherine’s Gingin 6pm (Constable Street)
 Sunday: St Anne’s Bindoon 7.30am Bullsbrook Shrine-Church 9.30am
 (9am Rosary) immaculate Heart College, 34 Santa
 Gertrudis Drive, Lower Chittering Sunday 5pm Mass.
 MuCHEA – BullSBRook CHRiStiAN FElloWSHiP
 Lowery Park Hall,End of Parklands Rd., Bullsbrook. 9576 1326
 Worship Service every Sunday 10am
 GAtEWAy CHuRCH (0437 411 227 or 9571 8610)
 Pickett Park Hall, Sundays 10am
 CHRiStiAN FElloWSHiP NoN-DENoMiNAtioNAl WoRSHiP.
 (Jac 0412873447)
 GiNGiN CHRiSTiAN FELLOWSHiP
 Cnr. Brockman & Robinson Streets, Gingin.
 Meeting: Every Sunday - 10 am Sunday School available
 All welcome
 Ph: Barry & Alison - 9575 3089 or Judy - 9577 2938
 ANGLiCAN PARiSH WONGAN HiLLS
 kathy Barrett-Lennard [email protected]
 St Peters Anglican Church Wongan Hills weekly Sun and Tuesdays 9am
 Holy Trinity Ballidu,1st and 3rd Saturdays of the month 9am
 Acacia House Dalwallinu 1st Sundays of the month at 10am.
 MU meetings 1st Wednesdays of the month
 St Peters Anglican Ladies meetings – bi-monthly.
 Mainly Music Friday 9:15am at the Ambulance Centre Wongan Hills.
 Mainly Music - Mon 9:15am at the Cadoux Recreation Centre.
 Buddha Mandala Monastery
 8 Lewis Road Chittering
 For enquiries, Ph: 9571 8286 between 12.00 noon to 1pm, or email: [email protected]
 Quick Crossword
 Solutions to last month’s crossword
 NN It’s your community...
 PoNdEriNgs By Alex Douglas
 Just about now, we should have wished everybody “Happy New Year!” and launched ourselves at 2015; if we adhere to the Gregorian calendar, that is. Much of the world does! Of course, some faiths such as Islam and Hinduism have other calendars used by millions of people, while many other religions also cling to their own systems. The Chinese also have a distinctive calendar which starts their year on a different day to the one we use. Whichever we use, it is safe to say that it’s not natural. Nature doesn’t work to calendars or clocks; it doesn’t use diaries or computers to chart the passage of time. In fact, time itself is strictly a human concept. We invented it – and sometimes you’ve got to wonder why!
 We have been around in our current form for about 200,000 years. Clocks or similar time measuring devices have been around for about 5000. So how did we manage for 195,000 years without them? Quite well, it would seem. From which we may well deduce that we probably wouldn’t become extinct if we didn’t have them! So, if time measuring is not essential to our survival, just how much do we actually need time itself? I rather suspect that we could manage very well without it.
 Shortly after arriving in Australia forty-odd years ago, I heard a radio announcement that “Monday is the first day of spring!” My immediate reaction was “How do they know?” I was raised to believe that spring would come when it came; and Nature, with all its vagaries, would decide when. I had never heard of anyone authorising the change of the seasons. Apparently it’s a southern hemisphere thing, since South Africa and New Zealand also start spring on 1st September. In other places such dates as Candlemas; or the day after Presidents’ Day (the Tuesday after the third Monday in February); or even St Brigid’s day come into play. None of which has any effect on spring itself or the weather it brings.
 An ecological definition of spring would involve a huge range of factors including snow or rainfall, temperatures, changes in plant and animal life and other naturally occurring phenomena. It might refer to the coming of the cuckoo; the first snowdrops, or any one of thousands of other natural indicators. It certainly would not include calendars.
 So why are we so addicted to time if it serves no natural purpose? We depend upon it to tell us when to begin and end our day, as if sunrise and sunset wouldn’t suffice; we need it to tell us when to eat our meals instead of just eating when we’re hungry – and not eating when we’re not! We need it to tell us when to go to work; when to watch the news; when to catch a train; or when to meet somebody, none of which are essential to maintaining life. I remember talking to a man who had spent many years in wild places across Africa. He said he broke and replaced many watches before he gave up and started letting his body and his environment dictate his activities. He learned to eat when he needed to, which wasn’t nearly as often as he’d expected. He learned to sleep when he was tired, or at any time he felt like switching the world off! He didn’t think about the time for months on end. And he claimed that he couldn’t recall when he ever felt stress. “Time and tide wait for no man!” goes the old saying; implying that early action of some kind is required. Personally I would prefer to ignore the first and avoid the second. Neither will affect us if we don’t let them!
 Thanks for your time.
 THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH Tony Webb, former editor Chittering Times
 t’s that time again.
 Matthew chapter 18 verse 20
 Where two or three are gathered together there am I in the midst.
 From my childhood the expectations and magic of Christmas has aways been a focal point at the end of the year. The New year was always way in the future the thought of christmas was in my mind from September onwards. Growing up in the forties was a time when the pleasures of the luxuries of life were few and far between. Today its is like Christmas everyday and as I getting older it seems to be crazier every year.
 One of my crusades has always been an objection to the name Xmas, leaving Christ out of Christmas. This year my passion in protesting seems to have evaporated. I wondered if I was conceding defeat. I felt I just wanted to escape
 It so happened that as I fought
 to find a parking bay in my local shopping mall last week, an awful thought entered my head. I cannot handle this Christmas mayhem any longer, this year we are going have to get away from it all, but where? We are free agents this year as all our family are overseas, “ home alone” you could say.
 Then I had a call from a friend, “how about” he said, “if we have a Christmas Orphans BBQ in Roma Street Rain Forest Gardens in Brisbane city”. He said there are many people like us with family overseas, visitors, students, old and young people from different cultures and religions for whom Christmas is a lonely time. We can all bring a plate of our traditional food to share. A message on Facebook for our meetup.com soon had the acceptances coming in. Christmas has once again become a day to look forward to. We know we will have many faiths in our group but we can be safe in the words of the disciple Matthew when he said where to or three are gathered the Lord will be in the midst. This gathering will be the very essence of the Christian ethos, caring and sharing.
 I
 N
 R
 O
 A
 D
 S
 P
 L
 R
 G
 U
 N
 A
 D
 U
 L
 A
 T
 E
 U
 E
 Y
 L
 S
 I
 L
 A
 U
 D
 I
 O
 A
 S
 H
 T
 R
 A
 Y
 N
 N
 O
 D
 I
 H
 A
 S
 I
 D
 E
 S
 P
 E
 A
 R
 E
 D
 T
 E
 R
 A
 H
 A
 Z
 A
 R
 D
 S
 S
 A
 N
 D
 S
 G
 L
 T
 E
 A
 I
 H
 E
 F
 T
 I
 E
 R
 C
 I
 T
 E
 D
 I
 A
 C
 E
 R
 A
 I
 K
 I
 D
 N
 E
 Y
 S
 E
 X
 N
 E
 E
 S
 S
 I
 D
 L
 I
 N
 G
 WORDLINESS by XIV
 I was informed recently that the apostrophe will soon vanish completely. I will be saddened by its passing for two reasons. First, I think it plays a major role in understanding the written word; and second, because I’ve had many a chuckle reading the weird ways in which some people us it! The same person also said that we should get rid of all punctuation, as it confuses people!
 Below – one letter, two lots of punctuation!
 Dear Jack,
 I want a man who knows what love is all about. You are generous, kind, thoughtful. People who are not like you admit to being useless and
 inferior. You have ruined me for other men. I yearn for you. I have no feelings whatsoever when we are apart. I can be forever happy. Will you let me be yours?
 Jill.
 Dear Jack,
 I want a man who knows what love is. All about you are generous, kind, thoughtful people who are not like you. Admit to being useless and inferior. You have ruined me. For other men I yearn. For you I have no feelings whatsoever. When we are apart, I can be forever happy. Will you let me be?
 Yours,
 Jill.
 1 2 3 4 5 6
 7 8
 9 10 11
 12 13 14
 15 16 17 18
 19 20
 21 22
 23 24
 ACROSS
 1. Answered back 5. Passport
 endorsement 7. Sell 8. Most fortunate 9. Stood on hind legs12. Taunted15. Royally19. Lively horse gait21. Small decorative
 object22. Harness (oxen)23. Prepare land for
 crops24. False notion
 DOWN 1. Wanderers 2. Greater in years 3. Laid slates 4. Decipher 5. Shrouded 6. Be present at10. Highly curious11. Fragrant tea, ...
 Grey12. No13. Large pitcher14. Pork cut15. Rebellion16. Besiege17. Folk tale18. Lower dignity of19. Blossom part20. Gulf
 RAINFALL DATA Recorded at 150 Bindoon-Moora Road, Bindoon
 2013/2014
 This month 30 years Ave
 Rainfall
 Progressive total
 Rain days mm Rain days mm
 Month This mth
 Last year
 This month
 Last year
 This year
 Last year
 This year
 Last year
 January 1 5 0.4 24.7 14.8 1 5 0.4 24.7
 February 1 1 0.5 0.7 12.9 3 6 1.4 25.4
 March 1 4 3.5 60.5 15.4 4 10 4.9 85.9
 April 5 6 49.2 17.7 22.1 9 16 54.1 103.6
 May 16 12 107.4 74.1 77.4 25 28 161.5 177.7
 June 8 7 97.6 12.4 93.3 33 35 259.1 190.1
 July 18 11 128.9 93.2 113.5 51 46 388.0 283.3
 August 9 15 56.0 139.7 87.2 60 61 444.0 423.0
 September 12 19 65.0 136.9 62.9 72 80 509.0 559.9
 October 8 8 39.3 16.7 31.3 80 88 548.3 576.6
 November 5 2 15.8 3.2 19.5 85 90 564.1 579.8
 December 1 1 0.2 2.5 11.2 86 91 564.3 582.3
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 It’s your community... NNADRA Bindoon Op Shop Open each morning Sunday-Friday
 (Closed Sat) Market last Sunday each month Dawn & Bob Blizard
 9576 0085 or 0429 209 264
 Bindoon Arts and Crafts Pat Beard email: [email protected]
 9576 1325 0427 682 296
 Bindoon Basketball Teena Leuba 0429942032
 Bindoon Bowling Club Sandra Clarke 9576 1444
 Bindoon and District Ag Society Meets 3rd Monday of each month at 7.30pm in the Society Office, northern end of oval.
 [email protected]
 0457103 033
 Bindoon Community Progress Association
 7.30pm 3rd Tues of month in Ag Society Rm. Rin Rutherford (Pres) Lance Stagbouer (Secretary) 9576 2001
 Bindoon Districts Historical Society
 Meets 2nd Tuesday of each month 2pm in The Museum- Don Gibson 9576 1090
 Bindoon Men’s Shed inc. First and third Tuesday at the Museum 10.00am to 1.00pmRex Thorpe John Williams
 0448 793 513 0439 937 829
 Bindoon Sporting and Rec Assn Meets 2nd Monday of each month at 8pm at Chinkabee. Gail Smith 9655 9046
 Bindoon P and C Assn Meets every 3rd Tuesday of each month in the Bindoon Primary School Staff room, Trish Shemeld 042 729 0048
 Bindoon Play Group Meets every Friday at Chinkabee 9.30am-12pm Belinda Martin 0429 180 245
 Bindoon Range Pony Club Ros Maindock 95760285
 Bindoon RSL George Ferguson 9576 1046
 Bindoon Retirees Lois Jones (President) Joy Askew (Secretary)
 9576 0451 9576 0262
 Bindoon Rifle Club Colin Clarkson (Captain) Dave Mann (Secretary)
 9576 0772 9296 0103
 Bindoon Sing Australia Meets Mon nights in the Town Hall from 7-9pm Yvonne Press 9576 1409
 Bindoon Tennis Club Thursday evenings at 6:30pm, Chinkabee courts. Ph Vivienne du Plessis 0420 352 958
 Bindoon Theatre Group Alex Douglas 9576 1154
 Bindoon Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade
 Meets 1st Wed every second month at 7pm in the Fire StationCaptain Fred Hoogland. 0422 228 415
 Bullsbrook Football Club (Seniors) Rory Bennett 0432 872 931
 Bullsbrook Senior Citizens John Thompson (President) 9571 3129
 Chequers Golf Club Open 7 days a week. Visitors welcome. [email protected] 9571 1277
 Chittering Visitors Centre Open 7 days a week. Volunteers welcome 9576 1100
 Chittering Scout Group Meets Thursdays at the Lower Chittering Hall. Scouter in Charge is Sue Budd 0403 852 333
 Chittering Junior Football Club kevin Smith 0428 929 120
 Chittering Junior Cricket Clubian Claxon 0409 087 917
 Chittering Wildlife Carers inc Ann Graham (injured wildlife) Secretary - karen Derrick
 9576 1010 0417 518 958
 Country Women’s Association Meets every 3rd Wednesday of the month at the CWA rooms at 10.00am Carolyn Cover (President) 9571 0263
 Chamber of Commerce Jackie Shervington Pres Angela Anspach Secretary
 0419045783 0419 043 960
 Gingin Arts and Crafts Group irene Dewar email: [email protected]. 0427 752 348
 Gingin/Chittering Lions 2nd Mon of month at 6.30pm, Bowling club, Gingin. 4th Mon of month at 6.30pm at St John Ambulance Rooms, Bindoon. Pat Elliot 9575 2316
 Gingin Freemasons Lodge Bob Blizard 9576 0085
 Gingin Bowling club Tom Cabassi 9575 2342
 Gingin Tennis Club Nicole Hendry 9575 3043
 Gingin Football Club Rodney Hannagan 9575 2339
 Gingin Pensioners Social Club 9575 2245
 Gingin P & C Assoc 9575 2249
 Muchea Senior Cricket Club Shane Angel 0408 674 643
 Muchea Netball Fran Bryant 9571 4168
 Muchea Judo Club inc Meets every Tues at Muchea Hall Ann 9576 1497
 Muchea Vol Bushfire Brigade Secretary Christine PantonEmail: [email protected] 0439 624 623
 Pearce Community Toy Library Open Fridays 9.30am – 11.30am 9571 7491
 South Midlands Polocrosse Club Jenny Hall 9571 4362
 South Midlands Pony Club Julie Drummond 0418 714 107
 Wannamal Community Centre Julie Taylor 9655 7013
 Wannamal indoor Bowls keith Cunningham 9655 7070
 Wannamal Tennis Club Donelle Martin 9655 7013
 Do we have your club here? Are the contact details correctly listed?
 if not please let us know so we can update this list asap! email [email protected] or call 0419 045 783
 community groups
 Warriors Wellbeing
 A New Year - What does it mean to you for your Wellbeing?The Regional Men’s Health Initiative
 What is wellbeing? It is often described as a state of being content, healthy, secure, safe, and happy. We all aspire to have the ducks lined up so that good wellbeing falls into place. This usually requires planning, making decisions and then some luck.
 A new year has many different connotations for all of us, the list is never ending. How these affect our wellbeing going forward and what it means for us will be the test for 2015.
 Some areas of our life we may choose to look at are: •Setting new goals• Finishing stuff - perhaps in the shed, or the long
 standing house renovations.• Lifestyle changes – it’s exercise for me!• Bucket list – doing at least one thing every year on
 the list.• Growing older - for all of us• Changing jobs• Finishing work – transition/retirement• Families/relationships – working on them
 • Business – enjoying the journey.
 We all know our wellbeing and mental health varies over time and is impacted on by a range of factors, which includes quality of family and social supports, financial status, work, external environments and other individual factors. Sometimes we refer to these issues as the social determinates of our health and wellbeing.
 In our thinking this makes the responsibility for wellbeing issues a shared one – for individuals, community, government and industry. It is about primary care. An example of this is our children’s education that is it takes a joint effort to successfully raise a child, encompassing the family, school and community.
 As a collective (through our actions) if we can empower people to put up their hand and ask for assistance we will have ultimately played our part in improving the wellbeing of ourselves and our community.
 A quote that I saw when I attended a long standing family friend’s funeral last year, epitomised a great philosophy to life and our wellbeing”-
 …live your life well, do no harm, help where able, always try to find common ground, and enjoy every single day…
 From the team at Regional Men’s Health all the best and enjoy 2015.
 Rainfall recorded at 150 Bindoon-Moora Road, BindoonYear ended December 31, 2014
 31 years Progressive totalRain days Average Rain days mm
 Month This month Last year This month Last year Rainfall This year Last year This year Last yearJanuary 2 5 0.9 24.7 14.8 2 5 0.9 24.7February 1 1 0.5 0.7 12.9 3 6 1.4 25.4March 1 4 3.5 60.5 15.4 4 10 4.9 85.9April 5 6 49.2 17.7 22.1 9 16 54.1 103.6May 16 12 107.4 74.1 77.4 25 28 161.5 177.7June 8 7 97.6 12.4 93.3 33 35 259.1 190.1July 18 11 128.9 93.2 113.5 51 46 388.0 283.3August 9 15 56.0 139.7 87.2 60 61 444.0 423.0September 12 19 65.0 136.9 62.9 72 80 509.0 559.9October 8 8 39.3 16.7 31.3 80 88 548.3 576.6November 5 2 15.8 3.2 19.5 85 90 564.1 579.8December 1 1 0.2 2.5 11.2 86 91 564.3 582.3
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 Rainfall dataMany thanks to John Williams for these graphs which show rainfall data - dating back 31 years.
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Russell Fuller (ACMA License T17010)
 Mobile: 0419 961 410Fax: 9571 2225Email: info@chitteringcommunications.com.auwww.chitteringcommunications.com.au
 Trade Ads $120 for 6 months Email [email protected]
 or Ph 041 9902 904
 • All Plumbing and Gas • New Housing and Renovations
 • ATU Septic Systems • Solar Hot Water
 Chris and Michelle Ellyard 0414 922 456 or 0418 933 198
 www.ishouldbeyourplumber.com.au
 Pest Control
 travis & kEllyProfessional
 shooters for all your roo & fox control
 Mob: 0427 774 158 fax: 9575 2167
 SHEPPARD STEEL CONTRACTING
 Specialising in: Custom Patios • Fencing • Wood Decking • Guard
 railing • Steel • Aluminium • Stainless Steel • Fabrication and installation
 Andrew Sheppard Mob: 0439 820 568
 www.sheppardsteelcontracting.com.au
 NNAccounting
 AnSPACh AGC o n t r A C t i n G
 • Transport• Agricultural services
 • Earthmoving• Plant Hire
 Phone: 9655 7074Rob: 0427 770 365
 Angela: 0419 043 960Email: [email protected]
 Web: www.anspachag.com.au
  
 Building & renovation
 Agricultural
 taxatioNFor local assistance
 with all your tax needs, contact chris oversby
 tax agent on 0400 440 277
 or Po Box 46 Bindoon 6502
 H a i r S t u d i o
 9575 2759Suite 8, 14 Brockman St,
 GinGin
 Hairdressing
 Agents for Electric Pumps, Tanks, Troughs etcVariety of pumps designed to meet your
 requirements
 Ross Poultney 0427 454 226run by farmers for farmers
 SolAr WAter PuMPS SAleS & ServiCe
 Phill & vicki Humphry 460 Hart Drive, chittering 6084
 Ph 9576 1050Mob 0427 761 050
 ruraL FENciNG
 Fencing
 Mark Leuba
 EC 005957
 M: 0428 899 839P/F: 9576 1197For those ‘little’ things.
 Bindoon & surrounding areas
 ELECTRICIAN
 Painter
 Professional House & Commercial Painting
 Interior & exterior Contact for free Quote
 We use qualified tradesmen Reg 5330
 Call 9525 4111or email [email protected]
 Eftpos/credit card facilities available
 www.carduppainting.com.au
 BINDOONpainter
 Local Traders
 Funeral carsClassiC last Cruise
 For that personal touch hire a classic hearse for your funeral
 ian Clark 0407 773 095 treasure Clark 0400 080 687
 email: [email protected]
 Northern Valleys News JANUARY 201520 www.nvnews.com.au
 Trish Murrell CPATrish Murrell CPA Registered Tax AgentRegistered Tax Agent
 Specializing in Individual Tax Returns
 Rental Properties ◦ Capital Gains ◦ Managed Funds
 Defence Forces ◦ Teachers
 Health Services ◦ Contractors ◦ Mining
 M: 0438 860022 E: [email protected]
 Trish Murrell CPA Registered Tax Agent
 Specializing in Individual Tax Returns
 M: 0438 860 022 E: [email protected]
 Earthworks
 BarroN coNtractiNG
 95762012 Bulldozing and general
 earthmoving. all ag work, damsinking specialist,
 40 yrs exp. Dozer, it loader and float hire.
 ring Wayne 042 796 8215
 Barni nortonRemedial Therapist& Personal Trainer
 Massage in BindoonRehabilitation &
 Renewed movementRelieve your pain today
 Functional Fascial Taping*Heath fund provider
 Ph 0419 964 909 or 9576 1978
 Antennas
 Plumbing
 Massage
 ElEctrical· New Houses, renovations, PowerPoint’s,
 lights, connections & Emergency repairsair coNditioNiNg· design & install· Service & repairSEcurity· cctV, alarm Systems,commuNicatioN· Phone points, Home data Networks, digital
 tVuNdErgrouNd SErVicES· trenching, cable locating & Scanning
 coNtact: 9571 0022office@ace-electrical. net.au Lot 1 Brand Highway, MucheaLic N0: EC: 008014 AU: 32857
 All types of electrical installation work
 Diesel generators service and repairBruce Pannell
 Mob: 0419047742www.genspark.com.au
 Carpenter/Handyman
 Ph Jeff: 0425 741 201
 BeauticianTeena Leuba
 Beautician
 • Waxing/Tinting • Manicure/Pedicure • Facials/Peel • Special Occasion
 Make-up• MISMO Skin Care Range available
 Ph: 9576 0170 for an appointment.
 Teena Leuba Bowen Therapist
 Injury, Pain & Stress ReliefPh: 9576 0170 for an appointment.
 Open Wednesdays & Thursdays
 ComputingElectrician
 Scott DaviDSonMob: 0457 003 685 Fax: (08) 9575 3307
 Email: [email protected]
 ABN: 92 523 679 640ARCTICK No: AU33951
 • Ducted Reverse Cycle• Split Systems• Evaporative
 Scott Davidson Mob: 0457 003 685 Email: [email protected]: 92 523 679 640 ARCTICK NO: AU33951
 Air conditioning
 Reidy’s Fence, Deck & Landscaping
 -Domestic & Rural Fencing –Decking –Paving
 -Reticulation –Landscaping
 James Reid 043 897 6898
 Painter
 Jurien Painting Service
 Quality experienced tradesman
 Ph Roland on 9576 1111 or 0408 910078
 Email [email protected]
 Photography
 • Free Quoting• 24hr service• Blocked drains • New houses • Maintenance
 Noel Russell
 Ph: 043 996 6449 or 9576 1687
 “For that creative touch”
 John Glover All stonework, all types of stone,
 any stone feature. Ph: 9575 2458 or 0427 801 513
 Weddings • Birthdays • ChristeningsSpecial Events • Rodeos • Horse
 events • Corporate [email protected]
 042 708 0913
 Photographer
 Graphic Design
 Graphic designer
 Brochures, publications & advertisements
 as well as photography & copywriting
 Tamieka Preston Northern Valleys News
 041 9902 904
 Weddings, parties and social events,
 as well as products and food for advertising.
 Tamieka Preston , Northern Valleys News041 9902 904
 Read your local NEWS ONLINEwww.nvnews.com.au
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Piano teacherAMEB exams if required
 Singing tutoring available0458 477 306- Mrs Harris
 Calling Local Business for Advertising In the next edition of the annual
 Contact Barni Norton Email; [email protected] Or phone 08 9576 1978 or 0419 964 909 view the current 2013/2014 edition online at www.chittering.com
 Local Traders
 21 www.nvnews.com.au
 Sheds
 BullsBrook Water Carriers
 Drinking Water OnlyProfessional, Prompt, Reliable
 Approved Carrier for Water Corp
 Health Dept CompliantKevin BAiley
 9571 2726 (All Hours)
 Water Services
 BullsBROOK WAteR seRviCesWater Tank Supply & Installation
 Tank roofs & LinersTank RefurbishmentsStorm water piping
 Irrigated Fire Prevention systems
 Phone: 95714600 or 0417958804
 NN
 • Termites• Pre-Purchase Reports
 • Timber Pest Inspections• Pre Treatments• Rodent Control
 • All Household Pests• Total Weed Management
 Jason & Lynette Prendergastchitteringpestandweed@
 westnet.com.au
 0400 979 000
 SAfe effeCTIve
 SolutionS
 & MAnAgeMenT
 PHD Lic: 1566
 Employment
 tough Sheds built tough to Last.
 Ph terry Singleton on 0427 072 454
 www.shedalliancewangara.com.au
 COO-eeCOuRieRs & tRAnsPORt
 Bullsbrook, Chittering, Muchea, Gingin & Bindoon.
 Daily parcel pickup & delivery service to and from anywhere, to the Metro area.
 Taxi Truck service also available.Mobile 0400 210 274Bus Ph 9571 2551
 Transport
 MIgWICH TRAnSPoRT SeRvICeS
 • TilT Tray & Small FreighT SpecialiSTS
 • OlD carS remOVeDJohn & gail milnermobile 0427 875 447Tel 9655 0020
 Spiritual Mediumship Make contact with your loved
 ones who have passed over.
 They will prove who they are, through me, and give you a
 message.
 This is a very healing experience. Contact Jane on 0411 864 041 or
 email [email protected]
 Spiritual guidence
 Wendy & her realmsVibrationial healing /
 hot stone massageTarot / psychic readings and more
 Please phone Wendy on 04007 515 46
 for saleStud Wiltshire Horn
 purple tag 2012 -drop rams.
 asking $200 includes GSt. obligation-free inspection
 welcome. Ph John Williams Mob: 0439 937 829
 Pest Control
 Farm HandBased in New Norcia, The Benedictine Community farm is an 8,000 hectare mixed farming operation 135 kms north of Perth. Cropping and sheep are the main activities. New Norcia is situated amongst one of the most picturesque areas of the state with a unique range historical buildings, flora and fauna.
 A full time position exists for an experienced, proactive and safety conscious Farm Hand to commence with the team at New Norcia in the New Year.
 To be considered for this role you must meet the following criteria:
 • Minimum of 5 years recent mixed farming experience
 • Experienced machinery operator
 • Minimum of HR drivers licence
 • Experience in stock handling, particularly sheep
 • Strong communication and teamwork skills
 • Strong commitment to health & safety
 The remuneration package, based on qualifications and experience is subject to negotiation and accommodation can be provided.
 Your resume with your expression of interest in this position can be emailed to [email protected]. Or for further information in relation to the position call the HR Manager on 08 9654 8018.
 Public notices
 Read your local NEWS ONLINEwww.nvnews.com.au
 Bindoon & District
 agricultural Society (inc)
 aGM the meeting will be held on
 Monday 16th of February 2015 at 7.30pm at the Bindoon
 agricultural Society Hall opposite the Bindoon oval.
 all positions will be open and any members of the
 community are eligible to attend and nominate for the President ,vice President, Secretary and treasurer.
 the Bindoon Show has been going for 64, approaching 65 yrs, and the time has come
 for new and younger blood to revitalize ideas and vigour
 into continuing the Bindoon Show for the future.
 We must save our reserves by finding safer and more appropriate sites away from residential areas. We are extremely concerned in relation to the health impacts NBN towers will have on the community, NBN Co say that research has shown that there are no long term health effects caused by the installation of these towers. Our research shows there are many groups around Australia protesting against the installation of NBN towers. Also when researching health effects it seems that many countries in Europe have stopped installing wireless broadband in schools due to the concerns to the health of students demonstrating that we need to be exceedingly aware of the harm these towers may cause.
 The following article was placed on the internet by the North Coast NBN Tower Action Group;
 “Over 2,700 Fixed Wireless Towers are being deployed by NBN Co and its equipment supplier, Ericsson.
 The Australian landscape will be cluttered with thousands of 41 meter-high electromagnetic radiation towers that will be subleased to Telco’s to be loaded up with more antennas. Fixed Wireless (WiFi) operates on 2.3 GHz and a microwave oven uses 2.44 GHz. Due to a complex and unreasonable set of local, federal and state legislation, NBN Co have been able to site towers as close as 40 meters from residents homes. Secretly. Quietly. Without proper community consultation.
 These towers transmit 24x7x365. Countries around the world are halting Wi-Fi deployments due
 to scientific evidence they cause biological harm at low levels, over extended periods of time. Fatigue, Nausea, Insomnia, Depression, Behavioural problems in children, DNA damage and cancer clusters within 500 meters of EMR Towers. Research continues, but ARPANSA research is funded by the Telco Industry and refutes any scientific evidence claiming it is not ‘proof’.
 There is no ‘proof’ EMR is safe. On the contrary - and countries are adopting the ‘precautionary principle’ when deploying EMR. Australia, is not. The UK & Sweden shield residents homes when affected by EMR.
 Fibre to the Node (FTTN) and Fibre to the Premises (FTTP) are the only combination suitable for Australia to avoid a digital divide between country and city.
 Please take 18 minutes to watch the video to understand what WiFi is, the science and the inaction of the Australian Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety Agency (ARPANSA).
 NBN Co Fixed Wireless is WiFi, on a large, community-wide scale.”
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=kmcAXZ-o1K4
 Please also refer to an article in The Sunshine Valley Gazette on October 8, 2014. NBN Wireless Towers: What are the risks? The Witta NBN Tower Group say the information provided to the Gazette only touches on a few points of more than 300 pages they have gathered. Copies of this information and contact details for the group are available on their website www.nbntowers.com
 Public noticePublic noticeContinued from page 2...
 Onsite & Offsite fabricating, welding
 repairs.Please call Murray on
 0472 013 420. Very good rates and
 quality service.
 See also page 17
 Bussiness trainee, Gingin crc
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 NN It’s your news...
 In 2015, we celebrate the eighth animal in the 12-year cycle of the Chinese zodiac. The birth dates for people ruled by the Chinese Lunar goat include 1919, 1931, 1943, 1955, 1967, 1979, 1991, 2003 and 2015. Those born under the influence of this sign are said to be elegant, charming, artistic, gifted and calm.
 Lower Chittering Scouting Group recently held a huge fund-raising raffle to subsidise members to attend the 24th Australian Jamboree next year. It costs about $3000 to send each youth on the 11 night camp, which will be held at Cataract Park, Sydney in January 2016.
 Attendance at this major national event is not only a great experience but provides an enormous opportunity for personal development for the young people who attend - it is likely to be one of the highlights of their lives.
 The fun and magic of the event is the result of bringing together a large number of Scouts from all over Australia and the world to camp and play together in a scouting environment.
 The objective of all major national events is to provide young people with an active program that encourages participation and learning and that includes activities that stimulate their physical, intellectual, emotional, social and spiritual development both singularly and collectively that leads to character development.
 The group would like to thank the generous local business that came forward to donate amazing prizes for a the raffle . Including Harcourts, Mortgage Express, PK Read Contracting, Jimmy and Dea Scrap Metal, AutoSpark Joondalup, Muchea Irrigation, Broncos Junior Football Club, Bendigo Bank, Tronox and The Chef’s Toolbox. The winners of the raffle were:1st Prize - Nicole George2nd Prize - Alan Nairn3rd Prize - Nicole Tapscott4th Prize - Andrew C5th Prize - Andrea GriffinThankyou also to everyone who bought tickets.
 Chittering Scout group have lots of exciting things planned for 2015. The group meets at the Lower Chittering Hall on Thursday nights. We have sections for 6-8yrs olds (joeys) 8-10yr olds (cubs), 10-15yr olds Scouts and for older youth we have a Venturers section.
 If you would like to join us or want more information please contact the Leader in Charge Sue Budd on Ph 0403 852 333.
 The sheep (goat, or ram) is among the animals that people like most. It is gentle and calm. Since ancient times, people have learnt to use its fleece to make writing brushes and skin to keep warm. As it is white, people describe delicate and precious white jade to be ‘suet jade’. Thus it is close to the meaning of good things.
 Strengths
 People under the sign of the sheep are tender, polite, filial, clever and kind-hearted. They have special sensitivity to art and beauty, faith in a certain religion and a special fondness for quiet living. They are wise, gentle and compassionate and can cope with business cautiously and circumspectly. In their daily life, they try to be economical. Women born in this year
 are willing to take good care of others, but they should avoid pessimism and hesitation. They are kind in heart and commonly have symmetrical figures and features.
 Weaknesses
 Sheep year people are often worriers who are shy, pessimistic, moody, indecisive, over-sensitive, weak-willed and puzzled about life. They are easily inclined to be deeply religious. They are timid in nature and like to be looked after by others. They like flattery, compliment and suggestions from friends. They do not dare to express their love openly and usually have interests in strange theories.
 China Zodiac Animal - SheepHoroscope and Numerology Elements
 Earthly Branch of Birth Year: wei
 Wu Xing (The Five Elements): tu (earth)
 Yin Yang: yin
 Auspicious Directions: east, southeast, south
 Lucky Colors: green, red, purple; Avoid: golden, coffee
 Lucky Numbers:3, 9, 4; Avoid: 7, 6, 8
 Lucky Flowers: carnation, primrose, alice flower
 Zodiac Sign Compatibility - Best match: rabbit, horse, pig; Avoid: ox, dog
 Scouts off to SydneyKerry Read and her daughter prepare to draw the raffle at the lower Chittering Christmas party.
 Should your class be here? Email to [email protected] or
 Phone: 0419 045 783
 fun fitnessBindoon BootcampClasses held in Muchea , Lower Chittering and Bullsbrook Craig, Gener8 Fitness 0417960724
 Bindoon over 50’s Exercise GroupMeets every Friday at 9am at the Bindoon Hall. Laz Rabin 0412 911 193
 Bindoon exercise class with LazFridays 10.30- 11:30, Bindoon Hall. Laz Rabin 0412 911 193
 Bindoon Tai chi Thursdays 8:30am at Clune Park, Bindoon Ph Barni Norton 0419 964 909
 Bullsbrook ‘Be Active Together’ Fitness classesMondays and Thursdays, Pickett Park Hall, at 9am, $6.50 per class. This also includes tea and coffee afterwards. Janet Alexander 0405039833
 Bullsbrook Group Exercise ClassMondays 6:30pm-7:30pm at Chequers Golf Club, Bullsbrook Ph: Rachael 0428 720 005
 Bullsbrook - Zumba Tuesday 7.30pm, Lower Chittering Hall Contact: Roberto 0418 640 840
 Calingiri Community Gym Open 24/7, contact 9628 7004
 Help us promote you!If you would like to promote an event run by a not-for profit or community organisation or have a write up about a recent event or item of interest we would love to hear from you.
 Please write the copy just as you would like it to appear. You can attach it as a word document or just paste the text into the email.
 If you have a picture (do try – pictures make your article so much more interesting!) please attach it to the the email at the highest resolution possible. Don’t paste it into a word document as this is detrimental to quality.
 If you have any queries about how to share your contributions please call Tamieka on 041 9902 904 or email [email protected].
 Many Thanks!
 Colour-in
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 NN Sport... NN
 Tamieka Preston
 With an attendance of just over 2000 and a huge improvement on facilities the success of the second Mogumber New Year’s rodeo has cemented the event in the region’s annual calendar.
 Organiser Pauline Carr from Mogumber Outback Club was pleased with the evening,
 “The weather gods were looking after us! The day before the rodeo it was 42 degrees and it dropped 10 degrees to a suitable temperature of 32 for the day of competition.”
 This year the club relocated the arena to the shady white gum trees of the Mogumber Recreation Reserve. Local farmers and contractors worked together, donating their time and machinery to complete all the earthworks needed.
 Pauline said, “The committee and volunteers have fund-
 raised all year to put on the NYE show and their efforts allowed the purchase of some grandstand seating for the event. Once again every inch of seating was filled by spectators on the night.”
 Camping facilities kept revellers off the roads after the festivities and the Bindoon Men’s shed kindly operated a shuttle bus – one of the many volunteer groups who pitched in the make the event run smoothly.
 The Club is already looking towards NYE 2015. “Its a fantastic thing for the Mogumber community,” says Pauline, “ We are already planning to make the experience for competitors and spectators even better next year.”
 There was even a marriage proposal in the centre of the arena on the night.
 Competition was stiff, with 41 entries in the Western Hay Ladies’ Barrels, the highest
 number of entries in a WA round for a long time, and 3 brave ladies even entered the Novice Bull Ride.
 ResultsU11 Barrels - Samantha Collins - time of 25.31
 11-14 Barrels - Jack Collins time of 18.63
 14-18 Barrels - Janine Mongoo time of 17.91
 11-14 Steer - Jack Collins score of 67
 14-18 Steer - Jeremy Green - score of 68
 Junior Breakaway - Jack Collins time of 3.58
 Novice Bull Ride - Jordan Ganci Score of 73
 Open Bull Ride Jeremiah Day - Score of 75
 Saddle Bronc - Laurance Oversby Score of 70
 Bareback - Peter Price Score of 76
 Rope & Tie - Mark Maxwell Time of 12.67
 Steer Wrestling - Maverick Deburgh 7.59 was the only competitor to get s score in this event. Aerial Photo
 Winner of the Western Hay Ladies’ Barrels Event - Jessie Reynolds (photo taken by Ozcan Photography)
 Brandon Van Zyl riding hangover - Photo taken by Kardina Flash Photography
 Action at Mogumber NYE
 Team Roping - Ian Lehmann & Neil Watson Time of 9.89
 Breakaway Roping - Julie Collins time of 2.74
 Steer Undecorating - Yarnie King time of 1.86
 Ladies Barrels - Jessie Reynolds time of 16.86
 All Round Cowboy - Wade McCarthy
 All Round Cowgirl - Julie Collins
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 Good people to know for farm insurance.
 With over 90 years experience insuring farms, WFI knows what you’re looking for. Find out for yourself why WFI is one of Australia’s leading rural insurance companies by contacting your local WFI Area Manager, Mark Paris.
 Mark Paris - WFI BassendeanMobile 0407 441 [email protected]
 WFI is a trading name of Wesfarmers General Insurance Limited ABN 24 000 036 279 AFSL 241461. Mark Paris (AR252742) is an authorised repsentative of WGIL
 Collins family cleans up on NYE
 Tamieka Preston
 In what could only be described as a family affair, the Collins surname dominated results the New Years Eve Rodeo held at Mogumber. Mum Julie was chuffed to be crowned All Round Cowgirl after an impressive display in the breakaway roping and a fast time of 2.25 in the Steer Undecorating. She placed fourth in the event only due to some pretty stiff competition from winner - Yarnie King, closely followed by Muchea locals Jodie Gallacher (2nd) and Stacey McCarthy (3rd).
 Earlier in the program, eight year old Samantha took out the under 11 barrels with a time of 25.31. The baby of the family, Julie says Samantha has been riding since age three and is horse-mad.
 Thirteen year old Jack got back into riding around 5 years ago after a nasty spill when he was younger, but has really hit his stride this year. He recently participated in a rider exchange program which saw him competing in 4 NSW rodeos and a clinic mid year, which clearly resulted in a huge learning curve. Jack cleaned up at Mogumber winning the 11-14 Barrels, the 14-18 Steer ride and the Junior Breakaway - definately a young rider to keep your eye on!
 Whilst he’s the most experienced cowboy of the family, and the inspiration for the family hobby, Dad Mick was happy to stay in the sidelines this time, hazing for his wife in the Steer undecorating and riding one of the family’s greener mounts.
 Jack Collins in the Junior Breakaway
 Mick and Julie Collins in the Steer Undecorating
 Samantha Collins in the Barrels
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