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            1 Nehemiah – Lesson Two – Nehemiah 2:11 – 3:32 Introduction God has always been in the business of building his kingdom. His primary way of accomplishing this has been through his people, many of whom are ordinary people doing the extraordinary work of God. As the builders physically restore the gates and wall, they are being spiritually transformed through their devotion and commitment to the task at hand. The hands of the builders, stacking stone upon stone, not so long ago held the hands of their parents and grandparents who had witnessed the demise of the Kingdom of Judah and everyone who thought themselves to be anything but ordinary! God’s judgment neutralized their arrogance. The wisdom of the wise perished; the intelligence of the intelligent vanished. But now these builders, the returned remnant, stand in awe of the God of Israel, gaining understanding and accepting instruction (Isaiah 29:14-16, 24). A time of blessing has come, and they are ready to receive it! Who are these builders? Could they possibly be anything like you? If you were to work beside them, where would you fit in? Read on and discover how the power of God transforms the kingdom through his ordinary people. Please note: Questions are based on the New International Version of the Bible. Personal application answers can reflect your opinion and/or spiritual growth. These questions are marked ‘PA.’ Unless otherwise noted, when answering questions that refer to a specific scripture verse, you can use the words of the verse itself or summarize the answer in your own words. The Task from God for Jerusalem 1. (a) From Nehemiah 2:11-16, what did Nehemiah do and not do upon arriving in Jerusalem? (b) PA: Why do you think he was so secretive about his activities and silent in his planning? (c) What do Proverbs 17:27 and Proverbs 29:20 say about not speaking in haste? (d) PA: Review Nehemiah 2:5, 12 for what God had put in Nehemiah’s heart to do for Jerusalem. What has God put in your heart to do for him? 
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1
 Nehemiah–LessonTwo–Nehemiah2:11–3:32IntroductionGodhasalwaysbeeninthebusinessofbuildinghiskingdom.Hisprimarywayofaccomplishingthishasbeenthroughhispeople,manyofwhomareordinarypeopledoingtheextraordinaryworkofGod.Asthebuildersphysicallyrestorethegatesandwall,theyarebeingspirituallytransformedthroughtheirdevotionandcommitmenttothetaskathand.Thehandsofthebuilders,stackingstoneuponstone,notsolongagoheldthehandsoftheirparentsandgrandparentswhohadwitnessedthedemiseoftheKingdomofJudahandeveryonewhothoughtthemselvestobeanythingbutordinary!God’sjudgmentneutralizedtheirarrogance.Thewisdomofthewiseperished;theintelligenceoftheintelligentvanished.Butnowthesebuilders,thereturnedremnant,standinaweoftheGodofIsrael,gainingunderstandingandacceptinginstruction(Isaiah29:14-16,24).Atimeofblessinghascome,andtheyarereadytoreceiveit!Whoarethesebuilders?Couldtheypossiblybeanythinglikeyou?Ifyouweretoworkbesidethem,wherewouldyoufitin?ReadonanddiscoverhowthepowerofGodtransformsthekingdomthroughhisordinarypeople.Pleasenote:QuestionsarebasedontheNewInternationalVersionoftheBible.Personalapplicationanswerscanreflectyouropinionand/orspiritualgrowth.Thesequestionsaremarked‘PA.’Unlessotherwisenoted,whenansweringquestionsthatrefertoaspecificscriptureverse,youcanusethewordsoftheverseitselforsummarizetheanswerinyourownwords.TheTaskfromGodforJerusalem1.(a)FromNehemiah2:11-16,whatdidNehemiahdoandnotdouponarrivinginJerusalem?(b)PA:Whydoyouthinkhewassosecretiveabouthisactivitiesandsilentinhisplanning?(c)WhatdoProverbs17:27andProverbs29:20sayaboutnotspeakinginhaste?(d)PA:ReviewNehemiah2:5,12forwhatGodhadputinNehemiah’shearttodoforJerusalem.WhathasGodputinyourhearttodoforhim?
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2
 2.(a)CompareNehemiah2:17withEzekiel5:14.Whyisabrokendownwalldisgraceful?(b)PA:Doyouhaveanybrokenwallsinyourlife?3.(a)FromNehemiah2:18,howdoesNehemiah’saffirmingtestimonyofpreviouseventsbreathelifeintoastagnantsituation?(b)PA:Inyourchurchandcommunity,whatneedstobetransformedfromdisgraceintoagoodwork?4.(a)FromNehemiah2:19,howdotheenemiesofthisgoodworkrespond?(b)PA:Howcanself-servinginterests(likepoliticsandmoney)hinderGod’sgoodwork?5.CompareNehemiah2:20withDeuteronomy23:3-6;2Kings17:24-41andEzra4:1-5.WhatwastheancestryoftheenemieswhowerehinderingtheworkofGod?OverviewoftheWallandGates6.(a)Intherebuildingofthegates,wallandtowers,assignmentsweremadebyvocationandlocation.Whyisthisgoodstrategyintherebuildingeffort?(b)Whatarethenamesofthegates?SeeNehemiah3:1,3,6,13-15,26,28-29,31.(c)Whatarethenamesofthetowers?SeeNehemiah3:1,11,27.
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3
 TheBuilders:“Nexttohim…”(d)FromNehemiah3:1,17,22,28,whatdidthepriestsrebuild?(e)WhatprofessionsarementionedinNehemiah3:8,31-32?(f)FromNehemiah3:8,12,14-19,whatgovernmenttitlesarementionedofthosewhoworked?(g)InNehemiah3:13,howlongwasthewallthatwasHanunandtheresidentsofZanoahrepaired?(h)Whatnoblesrefusedtowork?SeeNehemiah3:5.(i)WhoisMeshullamrelatedtobymarriage?SeeNehemiah6:17-18.(j)WhohelpedShallum?SeeNehemiah3:12.(k)FromNehemiah3:15;2Kings18:17;20:20;25:4;2Chronicles32:30,whooriginallybuiltthePoolofSiloam?(l)WhatworkerscamefromthesuburbstohelpintheareasnotconvenienttotheJerusalemresidents?SeeNehemiah3:2,5,7,27.7.PA:WhatorwhoimpressedyoufromChapterThree?

Page 4
                        

4
 PointstoPonderTheTaskfromGodforJerusalemWitheverydustymilekickedupbehindhim,NehemiahwasmovingtheprogressionofGod’srestorativeplanforward.TravelingwiththecavalrywasfarmoreexpeditiousthanwhatEzrahadendured(Ezra7:8-9).Thenine-hundredmilejourneyfromSusatoJerusalem,headingnorthwestalongtheEuphratesRiverandthenturningsouththroughtheTrans-Euphratesterritory,wouldtaketwotofourmonths.1LetterstogovernorsfromKingArtaxerxesIandthegracioushandofhisGodassuredNehemiah’ssafepassagetoJudah.UponarrivinginJerusalem,Nehemiahtookafewdaystorestandobservethepeoplearoundhim.Hewasawarethattherewasoppositiontotherebuilding,butheneededtogatherthefactsforhimself.Heneededtounderstandwhathewasupagainstbothpoliticallyandpractically.Hanani’sreportcontaineddetailsofcriminalactivityandeconomicpowerstrugglesbythesurroundingenemieswhoeasilyplunderedthecountrysideandaccessedthevulnerablecityofJerusalem.Nehemiahplannedhisstrategywell.Beinginthepresenceofthepredominantmilitarymightofhistime,hehadlearnedafewthings.Duringthenight,heandafewtrustedmenquietlysurveyedthedamagetothecitywalls,gatesandtowers.Hissilentlipsdidnotrevealtheburdenofhisheart.“Aboveandbeyondhissoundtactics,however,wastheconvictionthatbasicallytheprojectwasnothis.ItwasfromGodand‘forJerusalem’(Nehemiah2:12)–notfromNehemiahnorforhisprestige.”2HedidnotspeakinhastebutcarefullywaitedonGodforwiseanddiscerningwordsthathewouldlaterexpresstothedisgracedanddiscouragedpeople.“Sometimesittakesastrangertoseesharplywhathasbeensoftenedbyfamiliarity.”3NehemiahcametoJudahwiththeauthorityofGodandtheendorsementoftheKingofPersia;inthatorder.HecamewiththevisionthatwouldtransposethedisgracefuldirgeofGod’sjudgmentonhisdisobedientpeopleintoasymphonyofjoy,praiseandhonortoGod’sname.Soonerthantheybelievedpossible,thepeoplewouldbeexchangingantiphonalphraseswiththeLeviticalpriestsastheywalkedalongthewallcelebratingJerusalem,thecityoftheirgreatGod(Nehemiah12:31,38).
 Hehasfoundedhiscityontheholymountain.TheLORDlovesthegatesofZionmorethanalltheotherdwellingsofJacob.Astheymakemusictheywillsing,“Allmyfountainsareinyou”(Psalm87:1-2,7).
 Divineperspectiveinfusedwithdivineauthorityregeneratedthespiritualvisionofthepeople.NehemiahtestifiedaboutGod’sgracioushanduponhimandwhattheKingofPersiahadsaidtohim(Nehemiah2:18).God’sactivityinbothhispersonalandprofessionallifegavethepeopleincentivetoseethisworkas“goodwork”notjustfromNehemiah’spointofview,butalsofromGod’spointofview.MotivatedbythepowerofGod’sSpirit,thepeoplecamealivewithpurpose.Miraculouslytheyreplied,“Letusstartrebuilding!”
 1 ZondervanNIVStudyBible,Zondervan,2011,GrandRapids,MI,p.724,MapwithIntroductiontoEzra.2DerekKidner,EzraandNehemiah:AnIntroductionandCommentary,TyndaleOldTestamentCommentaries,Volume12,InterVarsityPress,1979,DownersGrove,IL,p.893Ibid.,p.90
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5
 Butnoteveryonewasontheirteam.SanballattheHoronite,TobiahtheAmmoniteandGeshemtheArabmockedandridiculedtheworkers.Theyimpliedrebellionagainsttheking.Theirpoliticalandeconomicself-interestswereatstake.Sanballat’spoliticalinfluencewasstronganddirectagainstNehemiah’spresenceandpurpose.Tobiah,theAmmoniteofficial(Nehemiah2:10),waspossiblygovernorofAmmonorTransjordanandcamefromaninfluentialJewishfamily.HewasmarriedtothedaughterofShecaniah(Nehemiah3:29;6:18).Hisson,Jehohanan,marriedthedaughterofMeshullam,sonofBerekiah,leaderofoneofthegroupsrepairingthewall(Nehemiah3:4,30;6:18).EventhoughhewascloselyrelatedtothepriestEliashib(Nehemiah13:4-7),4hisreligiousaffiliationhadlittletodowithdevotiontowardtherestorationofJerusalemapartfromwhathecouldgain.Geshem,theArab,“mayhavebeeninchargeofanorthArabianconfederacythatcontrolledvastareasfromnortheastEgypttonorthernArabia,includingthesouthernpartoftheHolyLand.GeshemmayhavebeenopposedtoNehemiah’sdevelopmentofanindependentkingdombecausehefearedthatitmightinterferewithhislucrativespicetrade.”5Politicsmakesstrangebed-fellowswiththistrioofnaysayers.Whiletheymayhavehadnumeroussympathizers,theirprevioustacticsthatdeterredothersfromsuccessweremetwithflat-outrejectionandresolve.ImagineaccusingNehemiahofrebellingagainsttheKingofPersia!TheydidnotknowthismanorhisdivinedirectiveissuedinconcertwithhisGodandtheking.Ratherthancounteringtheirignorant,faithlessaccusations,Nehemiahanswersthemwiththeauthoritativeconfidenceofamanonamission;God’smission.“TheGodofheavenwillgiveussuccess.”Nehemiahdenieshisopponents“civic,legal,andcultic[worship]rightsintheJerusalemcommunity.”6Theseself-mademenfollowedtheirownevildesires.TheydidnotshareinanyGod-giveninheritanceorinthepast,presentandfuturepromisesasheirs(Deuteronomy23:3;2Kings17:24-41;Ezra4:1-5).Butthosewhodidbecamethebuildersofthewallanditsgates.OverviewoftheWallandGates7Historically,thereisadifferenceofopinionaboutthelengthofthewallandwhereitwasrebuilt.BeginningattheSheepGateinthenortheastandproceedinginacounter-clockwisedirection,somesaythatthiscircuitwasaboutamileandahalflongenclosingapproximately90acres,whileotherssayitwasasmuchastwoandahalfmilesenclosingapproximately220acres.ThesmallerareawouldhavecontainedtheoriginalsettlementofthesoutheasternhillofOphelaswellasthetemplearea.Thelargercircuitwouldhaveenclosedthesouthwesternhill(MountZion).Dependingonhowtheyarecounted,fortyorforty-onemenarenumberedasleadersintheconstructionofthewallsandgates,andforty-twotoforty-fivesectionsarecompleted.“ThehomesofthebuildersseemtohaverepresentedtheadministrativecentersoftheJudeanprovince.Altogethertherearetengateslistedasfollows:TheSheepGate(vs.1),TheFishGate(vs.3),TheOld(Jeshanah)Gate(vs.6),TheValleyGate(vs.13),TheDung(Ashpot)Gate(vs.14),TheFountainGate(vs.15),TheWaterGate(vs.26),TheHorseGate(vs.28),TheEastGate(vs.29),andTheInspection(Muster)Gate(vs.31).
 4TremperLongmanIII,DavidE.Garland,TheExpositor’sBibleCommentary,Volume4,IChronicles–Job,Zondervan,2010,GrandRapids,MI,p.4745ZondervanNIVStudyBible,p.749,NoteonNehemiah2:19 6H.G.M.Williamson,WordBiblicalCommentary,Volume16,Ezra,Nehemiah,ThomasNelson,1985,Nashville,TN,p.1937Kidner,Map,p.93
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 Theaccountsuggeststhatmostoftherebuildingwasconcernedwiththegates,astheenemy’sassaultswereconcentratedonthesestructures.”8Notgiventodetailindescribingthebolts,beams,bars,anddoorsofthegates,Nehemiahleavesthedesignofthegatestothereader’simagination.Somegatesmayhaveincludedinteriorstructurestoallowforguardroomsorcourtroomstoaccommodate“groupsofelderswhopassedjudgment‘inthegate.’”9Onethingisforcertain,theyweresecure.
 8 TremperLongmanIII,DavidE.Garland,p.4809 Williamson,p.204
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 TheBuilders:“Nexttohim…”Intherebuildingeffort,Nehemiahmadeassignmentsbylocationandvocation.Thisstrategyappealedtothepeoplebecausetheywouldbemoreintentonsafeguardingtheareaaroundtheirownpropertyandtheplacemostimportanttotheirprofession.Thehighpriest,Eliashib,setanexampleofleadershipandwithhisfellowpriestsrebuilttheSheepGate.Itwasthegatethroughwhichthesacrificialanimalsenteredthecity.Itwaslocatednearacisternthatcollectedrainbecausesheepwerewashedpriortosacrifice.“Theydedicateditandsetitsdoorsinplace...”(Nehemiah3:1).10TheToweroftheHundredwasalsodedicatedbythepriests.Speculationastothemeaningofthistowerincludesamilitarydescription,itsheightornumberofsteps.TheToweroftheHundredandtheTowerofHananelwereassociatedwiththetemplefortress.TheTowerofHananelwasthenorthernmostpointonthewallandaprominentlandmark.TwostunningfuturepropheciesinJeremiah31:38andZechariah14:9-11mentiontheTowerofHananel.
 Thedaysarecoming,declarestheLORD,whenthiscitywillberebuiltformefromtheTowerofHananeltotheCornerGate....TheLORDwillbekingoverthewholeearth.OnthatdaytherewillbeoneLORD,andhisnametheonlyname.Thewholeland,fromGebatoRimmon,southofJerusalem,willbecomeliketheArabah.ButJerusalemwillberaiseduphighfromtheBenjaminGatetothesiteoftheFirstGate,totheCornerGate,andfromtheTowerofHananeltotheroyalwinepresses,andwillremaininitsplace.Itwillbeinhabited,neveragainwillitbedestroyed.Jerusalemwillbesecure.
 JoinedbythemenofJericho,Zaccur,theLevite,rebuiltthesectionuptotheFishGate(Nehemiah10:12).ThecatchofthedayfromthewestandnorthwouldbebroughtinthroughtheFishGate.ThosewhorebuiltthisgatehadavestedinterestinseeingthatthisprominententrancewouldbewellrecognizedbytheirtradingpartnersfromregionsbeyondtheMediterraneanseaportofTyre(Nehemiah13:16)andfishermenfromtheSeaofGalilee.ThesoundsofrebuildingtheFishGatebythereturnedremnantwouldfinallysilencethewailingechoesofdistressfromthepreviouslyexiledgenerations(Zephaniah1:10-11).RepairstothesectionsfromtheFishGatetotheJeshanahGateweremadebyMeremoth,Meshullam,thesonofBerekiah,andthemenofTekoa.RegardingMeremoth,thesonofUriah,sonofHakkoz,aquestionabouthislineageiscitedinEzra2:59,61,but1Chronicles24:10suggeststhatthepriesthoodofHakkozwasreinstatedthusqualifyingMeremoth.Meremothistheoneinwhosehandswere“weighedoutthesilverandgoldandthesacredarticles”upontheconclusionofEzra’striptoJerusalem(Ezra8:33),andhelatersignedthecovenant(Nehemiah10:5).Herepairedtwosectionsofthewall(Nehemiah3:4,21).11MeshullamismentionedamongthenamesoftheLeviteleaderscalleduponbyEzratoaccompanyhimtoJerusalemalongwiththetempleservants(Ezra8:16).LikeMeremoth,herepairedasecondsectionofthewalloppositetowherehelived(Nehemiah3:30).ItisthoughtthathemighthavebeenoneofthefourmenwhoopposedEzra’smarriagereforms,buthis
 10NearthisgateisthePoolofBethesda(John5:2).11Williamson,pp.31,37,121-122
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 nameislistedasonewhosignedthecovenant(Ezra10:15;Nehemiah10:20).MeshullumwasanenthusiasticsupporterofNehemiah’sbuildingprogram,buthisdaughter’smarriagetoasonofTobiahaddsaninterestingtwisttothepoliticalintrigueclearlyrecognizedandcriticizedbyNehemiah(Nehemiah6:18).ThenoblesofTekoastandinsharpcontrasttothe“men”ofTekoa.ThesearistocratsheldastrongresentmenttowardNehemiah’sleadership.ItispossiblethattheywereinfluencedbyGeshem.Itisstrikingthatscripturerecordstheirrefusalto“puttheirshoulderstothework.”Likeoxenrefusingtoyieldtotheyoke,thepatternoftheirdisdainfularrogancefiltereddownthroughsubsequentgenerations.Tobiah,Sanballat,andthenoblesofTekoadidnotshareinNehemiah’svisionandthedesirethatkeptthereturningexileshopeful;namely,beingrestoredtotheirlandandrenewedintheirspiritualrelianceontheirgreatGodwith“singlenessofheartandaction”(Jeremiah24:7;32:39).WiththehelpofJoiada,sonofPaseah,Meshullam,thesonofBesodeiah,repairedtheJeshanahGate,alsoknownastheEphraimGateortheOldGate.ThisgatewasonthenorthwesterncornerofJerusaleminanareavulnerabletoattack(2Kings14:13;2Chronicles26:9).12TheJeshanahGateisassociatedwiththeCornerGateandincludedintheprophecyofJeremiah31:38andZechariah14:10withtheTowerofHananel.ThemenfromGibeon,descendantsfromtheservantsofJoshua(Joshua9),repairedthewallfromthepointoftheJeshanahGate.TheywerejoinedbymenfromMizpah,theplacewherethePersiangovernorresidedwhenvisitingtheprovidenceofJudah.13ProfessionalguildsexistedinancientPalestineanditishereweseetheperfume-makersandthegoldsmithsjoiningforcestorepairthewallthatmayhavebeennearamarketwheretheymanufacturedandsoldtheirmerchandise.Theirrepairsmayhaveintersectedandjoinedapre-exilicwallknownastheBroadWall.ItisthoughtthatKingHezekiahbuiltthislong,extensivewallalongthewesternsideofthecity(2Chronicles32:5).Districtrulersandtheirfamiliesjoinedtogetherintherepairofthewallclosetotheirhomes.RephaiahisthesonofoneofthefivedistrictrulersinJudea.Jedaiah,sonofHarumaph(whosenamemeanssplitnoseorflatnose),workedwithHattushandrepairedtwosectionsofthewallneartheirhomes.BothmenrepairedsectionsofthewesternwallandtheToweroftheOvens.ThistowermayhavebeenlocatedinthesameplaceastheonebuiltbyUzziahattheCornerGate(2Chronicles26:9).TheToweroftheOvenscouldhavebeenfurnacesassociatedwithbakingorkilnsinthepotters’quarters.14IfMalkijahisthesamepersonwhowasmentionedinEzra10:31,hewasonewhohadmarriedaforeignwoman;onenotofJewishlineage.HeisalsopossiblylistedwithHasshubandotherswhoputtheirsealofcommitmentonthecovenant(Nehemiah10:3,23).ItisevidentthatthetransformingpowerofGodwasworkingintheheartsandthroughthehandsoftheseambitiousmentochangethelandscapeandthelegacyoftheirfamiliesforgenerationstocome.
 12 ZondervanNIVStudyBible,p.592,Noteon2Kings14:13andp.703,Noteon2Chronicles26:9 13Williamson,p.20514 TremperLongmanIII,DavidE.Garland,p.484
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 Comingalongsidetheambitiousmenweresomeambitiouswomen.ThedaughtersofShallumhelpedrepairthenextsection.“Withthehelpofhisdaughters”isauniquereferencetowomenworkingatthewall.MuchlikethedaughtersofZelophehad(Numbers36),Shallum’sdaughterswouldinherittheirfather’snameandproperty,sotheirinvolvementreflectedtheircommitmentandinterestinthiswork.15ThewallfromtheValleyGatetotheDungGatemeasured500yards.ThisextraordinarylengthwasrepairedbyresidentsofZanoah,adistrictledbyHanun.Itisthoughtthatbecausethissectionofthewallwasnotinanareavulnerabletoattack,itwasinbetterconditionthanothersectionsandrepairswerelesslaborintensive.ThesecommunitymembersalsorebuilttheValleyGate.FireandwatercharacterizetheareasadjacenttotheDungGateandtheFountainGate.TheDungGate,locatedatthecity’ssouthernend,ledtotherefusedumpintheHinnom(Gehenna)Valley.Inthis“placeofburning”knownasTopheth(Isaiah30:33),childrenweresacrificedinidolworshiptoMolech,thegodoftheAmmonites,bywivesofSolomonandbyKingManasseh(1Kings11:5-7;2Kings21:6;2Kings23:10).FollowingManasseh’sreign,KingJosiahofJudah“whodidrightintheeyesoftheLordandwalkedinallthewaysofhisfatherDavid,”destroyedtheidolsanddesecratedTophethsoitcouldnolongerbeused(2Kings23:10-14).WiththecominginvasionoftheBabylonians,JeremiahspokeaboutthejudgmentofGodonthepeopleofJudah,renamingTopheth“TheValleyofSlaughter.”TheBabylonianswouldreplacethisplaceofsacrificewiththecemeteryoverflowingwiththeslainpeopleofJudah(Leviticus18:21;Jeremiah7:30-34;19:6).TheFountainGate(orSpringGate)wasrepairedbyShallum,sonofCol-Hozeh,aswellasthewallofthePoolofSiloam“bytheKing’sGarden,asfarasthestepsgoingdownfromtheCityofDavid”(Nehemiah3:15b).PriortotheinvasionofJudahbySennacheribin701B.C.,KingHezekiahsecuredJerusalem’swatersupplyfromattackandsiege.Sinceitwasoriginallyoutsidethecitywall,anundergroundtunnelwasconstructed(2Kings20:20;2Chronicles32:30).“TheGihonSpringlayinthevalleyjusteastofDavid’scity.Itwasjoinedbyaqueductsandatunnelofabout1750feetinlengthtootherlocations,includingthePoolofSiloam.”16Siloammeans‘sent.’KingHezekiahdivertedor‘sent’overflowwaterfromhisSiloamtunneltoirrigatetheroyalgardens(2King20:20;25:4).“TheSiloamtunnelemergedfromthegroundwithwaterfromtheGihonSpring,thefountainparexcellenceofJerusalem.”17Nehemiah,thesonofAzbuk,“isoneofthethreepeoplesonamed,includingoneofthefirsthomecomerswithZerubbabel,nearlyacenturybefore(Ezra2:2).Thenamemeans‘Yahwehhascomforted.’”18Howfittinganameforthesonsofthoseinexile.NehemiahmaderepairsuptothetombofDavid.Likemanypre-exilicsitesassociatedwiththetopographyofthispartofthechapter,thereremainsadebateabouttheexactlocationofDavid’stombandhisdescendants.TheHouseoftheHeroes(warriors)couldhavereferredtobarracksorthearmoryforDavid’smightymen(2Samuel23:8-39).Butthespecificlocationisunknown.19 15Williamson,p.20716ZondervanNIVStudyBible,p.609,Noteon2Kings20:20 17TremperLongmanIII,DavidE.Garland,pp.486-48718Kidner,p.9619 ZondervanNIVStudyBible,p.751,NoteonNehemiah3:16
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 Highlightsfromverses17-32continuetorevealthedetailsofremarkableworkaccomplishedbythedeterminationanddevotionofGod’sordinarypeople.Ezer,sonofJeshua,rulerofMizpah,wentasfaras“theangle.”Thisangleissometypeofarchitecturalornaturalfeaturesuchasabuttressorridge.20Baruch,sonofZabbai,standsoutasonewhoiszealousinhiswork!Hisnamemeans“blessed”andhiszealforthework“glows”withpassion.21Repairsalongthehousesofthepriestsandthehighpriestcontinuedfromsouthtonorthuptothesectionsofthe“corner”(anotherangle),theprojectiontowersandtheWaterGate.TheupperpalaceandthecourtoftheguardprobablyrefertotheoldpalaceofKingDavid.Asthelandscapecontinuestobeelevatedtowarditsnorthernend,templeservantslivingintheareaofthehillofOphel,makerepairstowardthetower(oneofmanylookouttowersassociatedwiththepalace).TheWaterGatewasnotagateofthecity,“butofthepalace-templecomplex.Itwassonamedbecauseitledtothemainsourceofwater,theGihonSpring.Itmusthaveencompassedalargearea,forthereadingofthelawtookplacethere(Nehemiah8:1,3,16;12:37).Othergatesofthepalace-templeweretheEastGate(3:29),theInspectionGate(3:31)andtheGateoftheGuard(12:39).”22ThenoblesofTekoa,onceagain,missoutontheopportunitytoparticipateinaprivilegedwork.ItisthededicatedandindustriouscommonfolkofTekoawhocompletetheworkfromthegreatprojectingtowertothehillofOphel.In1978,excavationsatthebaseoftheprojectingtowerrevealed“forthefirsttimeinJerusalemaPersian-periodceramiclayerwithinclearstratigraphicalcontext–solidarchaeologicalevidenceforthatresettlementoftheBabylonianexilesintheCityofDavid.”23TestimonytothepurposesofGodevidenceddownthroughthecenturiesspeaksclearlyfromtherockstoustoday.
 WalkaboutZion,goaroundher,counthertowers,considerwellherramparts,viewhercitadels,thatyoumaytellofthemtothenextgeneration.ForthisGodisourGodforeverandever;hewillbeourguideeventotheend(Psalm48:12-14).
 Astheworkprogressesuptheeasternslope,comingintoviewistheHorseGate.TheHorseGateismostlikelyagateinthetempleareaontheeastsideofthecitythatleadstotheKidron(Hinnon)Valley.JeremiahandZechariah’sstunningpropheciesrevealafuturetimewhenthewholevalleytothecorneroftheHorseGatewillbeholytotheLORD,“[Jerusalem]willneveragainbeuprootedordemolished”(Jeremiah31:40).Zechariahaddsthat“HOLYTOTHELORD”willbeinscribedonthebellsofthehorses(Zechariah14:20)!Inthatday,“God’soriginalpurposeforIsraelwillberealized.”24(SeealsoExodus19:6.)ItisbelievedthattheEastGate(apredecessortotheGoldenGate)wasnotagateintothecity,butagateleadingintothetemple.It’s“keeper”wastheLeviteShemaiah,sonofShecaniah 20Williamson,p.209 21TremperLongmanIII,DavidE.Garland,p.48722Ibid.,p.48823Ibid.,p.48824 ZondervanNIVStudyBible,p.1560,NoteonZechariah14:20.
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 (notthesameasmentionedin1Chronicles3:22).Meshullamapparentlyhadprivilegesoflivingquarters(officialchambers)inthetemplesincehissonwasmarriedtothedaughterofTobiah(Nehemiah3:4).Malkijah,agoldsmith,completedtherepairsasfarasthebuildingwherethetempleservantsandthemerchantscarriedonvariousdutiesintempleservice.TheMusterGate(InspectionGate)couldpossiblybeatemplegateorcitygateatthenorthernmostpointontheeasternside.ItisassociatedwiththeBenjaminGateandtheGateoftheGuard(Jeremiah37:13;38:7;Zechariah14:10;Nehemiah12:39).Theupperroomatthecornermarkedthenortheasterncornerofthecity.ThegoldsmithsandmerchantsfinishedtheareaforthemarketplacethatconnectedwiththeSheepGate.25Thusthecircuitwascompleted.“Wearebroughtbacktothestarting-pointofthisleft-handedtourofthewalls,attheSheepGatewhichwasmentionedattheoutset,tofindthatthehighpriestandhisfellows(1,2)areworkingsidebysidewiththecraftsmen-artistandthemenoftrade.Itsymbolizesthewholeenterprise.”26ThepowerofGodistransforminghiskingdomthroughordinarypeopledevotedtohispurposewithsinglenessofheartandaction.ApplicationsforToday:Ancientwordsevertrue,changingme...TheTaskfromGodandforJerusalemWhentaskedwithleadershipinministrywork,towhatdegreedoyourelyonGodandnotonyourself?DoyoushareNehemiah’sconvictionthatthetaskathandisfromGodandforhiskingdom?Ifso,howdoyourwordsandactionsshowthatwhatyoudoisnotforyourownprestigebutsolelyforGod’sgloryandhonor?SeePsalm29:1-2;Isaiah40:5;42:8-9;John8:50;1Corinthians10:31;2Corinthians4:5-6.
 HasfamiliaritycompromisedyourpassiontoallowGodtoaccomplishhispurposethroughyou?Isyourperspectivecloudedfromsettledmediocrity?HeedHaggai’swords,“Givecarefulthoughttoyourways!”WillyousubmityourselftothegracioushandofGodbyaskinghimtofillyouonceagainwiththeexcitementofbuildinghiskingdom?Andthen,willyoutestifyofyournewcommitmenttosomeonewhocanjoinyouinhiswork?SeeHaggai1:5;Matthew11:28-30;Luke9:62;2Corinthians4:16-18;Colossians3:1-4;4:17.
 HaveyoufoundyourselfatoddswiththoseactivelyopposedtoGod’swork?Whatanswers,basedonGod’sword,willyougivetothosewhothinktheyhaveajustifiablerighttoopposeGod’skingdomwork?HowdoNehemiah’swords,“TheGodofheavenwillgiveussuccess”encourageyoutocarryoninspiteoftheopposition?See2Corinthians3:1-6;4:1-6;Ephesians4:14,17-19;5:6-17;6:10-20;Colossians4:5-6.
 I’mlivinginaworldthat’sfilledwithevil.IncredibleoddssayIcannotwin.ButI’vefoundastrengththat’sstronglikeamountain
 flowingthroughmefrommyFather’srighthand.Stronginthestrengthofsomeoneelse,trustingahandthatneverhasfailed,Livingalifeofspiritualwealth;stronginthestrengthofsomeoneelse.27
 25Williamson,pp.210-21126Kidner,p.9827FromStrongintheStrength,byRogerBennett,J.DouglasMusic/ASCAP,RecordedbyLegacyFive,HomelandRecords,1999
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 TheBuilders:“Nexttohim…”Withsinglenessofheartandaction,inwhatwaysareyoubuildingalegacyforfuturegenerationstoexperiencethelife-changingpowerofChrist?SeePsalm71:18;78:1-8;Matthew19:14;Matthew28:16-20;Acts9:10-15;1Timothy1:1-2,12-17;6:20-21;2Timothy2:15;3:14-17;4:2,6-8.
 DoyoushareacommoncommitmentwithothersinseeingthatmanypeoplelearnofandcometofaithinChrist?HowhasunitywithotherbelieverscreatedastrongenvironmentofserviceresultingingrowthandexpansionoftheGospel?SeeJohn17:20-23;1Corinthians3:1-15;Ephesians3:16-18;4:1-6,11-16.
 WithwhomareyouworkingtofurtherthebuildingupoftheChurch?Howdoesthediversityofabilitiesandtalentsofyourfellowworkersenhancetheeffectivenessofmeetingthemultiplicityofneedsexpressedbythepeopleinyoursphereofinfluence?SeeMatthew4:18-20;9:9;10:2-8;Acts6:1-7;Romans16:1-15;Colossians3:7-15.
 PreciousPromise:Nehemiah2:17b,18,20a–“’Come,letusrebuildthewallofJerusalem,andwewillnolongerbeindisgrace.’IalsotoldthemaboutthegracioushandofmyGoduponmeandwhatthekinghadsaidtome...TheGodofheavenwillgiveussuccess.Wehisservantswillstartrebuilding...”
 Prayer:Lord,todayaccomplishyourgoodworkinmeandthroughme.HelpmewillinglyjoinwithotherfellowworkersinChrist.Mayallthatisdonebeforyourgloryalone.Amen.
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