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Overview
 • The Arctic Council and the Protection of the Arctic Marine Environment (PAME) Working Group
 • Key PAME Reports– Arctic Marine Strategic Plan– Arctic Marine Shipping Assessment and Status
 Reports– Arctic Ocean Review (Phase II)
 • Canada’s Arctic Council Chairmanship (2013-2015)
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Arctic Council Working GroupsSAOs
 Senior Arctic Officials
 AMAPArctic Monitoring and Assessment Program
 EPPREmergency Prevention,
 Preparedness and Response
 SDWGSustainable Development
 Working Group
 CAFFConservation of Arctic Flora
 and Fauna
 PAMEProtection of the Arctic
 Marine Environment
 ACAPArctic Contaminants Action
 Program
 Expert Groups(e.g. ecosystem-based
 management)
 Task Forces(e.g. Search & Rescue, Arctic
 Marine Oil Pollution Preparedness & Response)

Page 4
                        

Protection of the Arctic Marine Environment (PAME) Working Group
 • PAME Objective: To address policy and non-emergency pollution prevention and control measures related to the protection of the Arctic marine environment from both land and sea-based activities.
 • These measures include: coordinated strategic actions, assessments and guidelines, and complementing existing international arrangements.
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Arctic Marine Strategic Plan (2004)• Existing and emerging Arctic activities
 warrant a more coordinated and integrated strategic approach to address challenges facing Arctic coastal and marine environments.
 • Reaffirms the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) as the recognized legal framework.
 • Four high-level goals identified as part of the Strategic Plan.
 • Each goal presents both significant challenges and opportunities (for Arctic States and other stakeholders).
 • 29 Strategic Actions • Updated plan currently underway.
 Arctic Marine Strategic Plan Goals
 Reduce and prevent pollution in the Arctic marine environment
 Conserve Arctic marine biodiversity and ecosystem functions
 Promote the health and prosperity of all Arctic inhabitants
 Advance sustainable Arctic marine resource use

Page 6
                        

Arctic Marine Shipping Assessment (2009)
 • Co-led by Canada, Finland and the United States • Central focus is on ships: their uses of the Arctic ocean, their
 potential impacts on humans and the Arctic marine environment and their marine infrastructure requirements.
 • Also focused on current and future Arctic marine activity.• Based on findings, 17 recommendations were developed to
 provide a guide for future action by the Arctic Council, Arctic states and others.
 • Recommendations fall under three broad themes: enhancing Arctic marine safety, protecting Arctic people and the environment, and building Arctic marine infrastructure.
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Vessels Per Year and Class Comparison
 Class 2012 2011 % Change
 Pleasure Craft 51 34 +50.0%
 Fishing 23 26 -11.5%
 Government 20 15 +33.3%
 Tugs/Barges 19 15 +26.7%
 Bulkers 18 18 No change
 Research Vessels
 12 8 +50.0%
 Tankers 11 15 -26.7%
 Cargo 11 11 No change
 Cruise Ships 6 7 -14.3%
 Other 1 2 -50.0%
 Total 172 151 +13.9%
 Voyages Per Year and Class Comparison
 Class 2012 2011 % Change
 Pleasure Craft 122 144 -15.3%
 Fishing 53 34 +55.9%
 Government 35 33 +6.1%
 Tugs/Barges 33 38 -13.2%
 Bulkers 31 30 +3.3%
 Research Vessels
 28 20 +30.0%
 Tankers 25 24 +4.2%
 Cargo 24 11 +118.1%
 Cruise Ships 10 11 -9.1%
 Other 1 2 -50.0%
 Total 362 347 +4.3%
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AMSA Progress Reports (2011 & 2013)Theme III – Building the Arctic Marine Infrastructure (excerpt)
 AMSA III A Addressing the Infrastructure Deficit
 AMSA III BArctic Marine Traffic System
 AMSA III C Circumpolar Environmental Response Capacity
 AMSA III D –Investing in Hydrographic, Meteorological and Oceanographic Data
 2011 Progress Report (excerpt)
 Establishment of and Arctic Regional Hydrographic Commission (Arctic Coastal States)
 Mandatory NORDREG reporting (Canada)
 Purchase of additional oil spill response equipment to be stockpiled in Arctic communities (Canada)
 Establishment of five new Arctic NAVAREAS & METAREAS (Arctic States)
 2013 Progress Report (excerpt)
 AMATII Database and Guidance Document (SDWG, United States, Iceland)
 Adoption of a federal law for the Northern Sea Route (Russian Federation)
 Legally binding Agreement of Cooperation of Marine Oil Pollution Preparedness and Response in the Arctic (Arctic States)
 Arctic Spatial Data Infrastructure (SDI) (CAFF)

Page 11
                        

Arctic Ocean Review (AOR)
 • Phase I – Compile information on global and regional instruments/frameworks for the Arctic marine environment
 • Phase II – Analysis of existing instruments with options, opportunities and recommendations– Chapter III – Arctic Marine Operations and Shipping
 • Identification of 11 ‘Opportunities for Cooperative Action’
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Arctic Marine Operations
 • Arctic marine operations involve unique hazards that contribute to overall levels of risk. Examples of hazards include:
 – Remoteness and high latitudes
 – Cold temperatures
 – Ice characteristics and conditions (form and age)
 – Limited infrastructure (aids to navigation, pollution response capabilities)
 – Limited search and rescue capabilities
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Opportunities for Cooperative Action (Chapter 3)
 • Timely completion of a mandatory IMO Polar Code• Encourage compliance with the Ballast Water Management and Anti-fouling
 Systems Convention• Address preparedness and response for hazardous bulk chemicals• Enhance cooperation on monitoring and surveillance of Arctic marine traffic
 and consider and Agreement to this end• Update surveys of indigenous marine use• Increase Arctic Council collaboration with IMO, IWC and NAMMCO• Advance conservation of Arctic marine ecosystems• Invest in infrastructure for hydrographic surveys and an observing network• Enhance passenger ship safety in Arctic waters• Support training requirements for seafarers• Potential IMO measures for the Arctic
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Canada’s Arctic Council Chairmanship (2013-2015)
 Theme: Development for the People of the North
 Responsible Arctic Resource DevelopmentSafe Arctic Shipping
 Establishing guidelines for sustainable tourism and cruise-ship operationsFacilitate Arctic State cooperation at the IMO towards the development of a mandatory Polar Code
 Sustainable Circumpolar Communities
 Arctic Council ChairmanshipsCanada 1996-1998
 United States 1998-2000
 Finland 2000-2002
 Iceland 2002-2004
 Russia 2004-2006
 Norway 2006-2009
 Denmark 2009-2011
 Sweden 2011-2013
 Canada 2013-2015
 United States 2015-2017
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