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Commonwealth War Graves Commission
 NO GRAVE BUT THE SEA
 The Commemoration of Naval CasualtiesCommonwealth naval forces played a vital roleduring both world wars. Their objectiveswere:
 • Protection and safe transport of troops to theatres of war
 • Transport of supplies to fighting troops• Protection of home coasts• To ensure safe passage of merchant
 vessels and protect trade routes
 The Royal NavyDuring the First World War, the Royal Navy quicklyestablished a blockade in the North Sea, restricting themovement of the German High Seas Fleet and merchantshipping. Although attempts by the British to draw the HighSeas Fleet into a decisive engagement ultimately failed, there wereactions throughout the world, from Heligoland Bight off Germany’snorth coast to Coronel, Chile.
 The biggest naval battle of the FirstWorld War was the Battle of Jutland, 31May-1 June 1916. Although British losseswere greater than those of the Germans,the damage to German shipping was suchthat the battle, along with growing unrestwithin the German Navy in 1917 and 1918,effectively ended the threat from the High SeasFleet.
 The Royal Naval Division was formed inAugust 1914 from naval reserve forces to serveon land and supplement the army when warships ofthe fleet were fully crewed. Those who died at seaare commemorated on naval memorials.
 Detail of Portsmouth Naval Memorial
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At the end of the First World War, the Commission had to find anappropriate way to commemorate missing naval casualties. Most deaths
 had occurred at sea where no permanent memorial could beprovided. An Admiralty Committee considered the problem andrecommended that the three manning ports in the UnitedKingdom, Chatham, Plymouth and Portsmouth should each have anidentical memorial - an obelisk which would also serve as a leading
 mark for shipping. These memorials were designed by SirRobert Lorimer with sculpture by Henry Poole. The
 column of each memorial is topped by a globesupported by figures of the four winds above theprows of the ships.
 The First World War panels of the Chatham andPortsmouth Naval Memorials bear the namesof UK casualties only while the Plymouth NavalMemorial bears the names of UK naval casualtiesand of sailors from Australia and South Africa. Thegovernments of other Commonwealth nationsdecided to commemorate their naval deadelsewhere - usually in their home ports.
 The Second World War saw no Grand Fleet battlesbut encounters and skirmishes were numerous and thethreat of the submarine never slackened.
 The Battle of the Atlantic lasted from 1939-1945 andwas the most fiercely fought and costly campaign of
 the whole war for the Royal Navy. The fall of France in1940 gave Germany new Atlantic bases for her U-Boatswhich wreaked havoc upon the convoys from NorthAmerica which kept Britain supplied.
 During the Second World War advances in aerial technology,a global battle for supremacy at sea and a greater threat tothe home coasts meant that the way the war was foughtwas very different from the First World War and many more
 lives were lost.
 After the Second World War, it was decided to extendChatham, Portsmouth and Plymouth Memorials to provide
 space for the names of the naval dead of that war. Theextensions were designed by Sir Edward Maufe and theadditional sculpture is by Charles Wheeler and William
 McMillan. The governments of India, Canada and NewZealand again chose commemoration at home but the PlymouthNaval Memorial bears the names of sailors of all other parts of
 the Commonwealth.
 A sculpted figure representing the Royal Navy on the Chatham Naval Memorial.Other figures on the Memorial represent the Royal Marines and the MaritimeRegiment of the Royal Artillery.
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The Fleet Air ArmIn 1937, control of the NavalBranch of the Royal Air Force waspassed to the Royal Navy andrenamed the Fleet Air Arm.During the Second World War theFleet Air Arm served in almostevery theatre. Operating fromaircraft carriers they were one ofthe chief weapons against U-Boats.
 The principle base of the Fleet AirArm was Lee-on-the-Solent,Hampshire, and was chosen as thesite of the Lee-on-SolentMemorial which commemorates1,927 men of the Fleet Air Armwho died during the SecondWorld War and have no knowngrave. The memorial stands on thesea-front.
 First World War Second World WarChatham Naval Memorial 8,356 10,062Plymouth Naval Memorial 7,143 15,875Portsmouth Naval Memorial 9,568 14,896
 Drawings by Sir Edward Maufe RA of thePortsmouth (Below) and Plymouth (Right)Naval Memorials, showing the additionalSecond World War sections.
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The Royal Naval Patrol ServiceThe Royal Naval Patrol Service was created atthe start of the Second World War to maintainwartime patrols and to safeguard the coasts ofBritain. During the First World War theadvantages of using small ships for patrol andminesweeping duties had been proven. Manycrews of peacetime fishing vessels weretherefore encouraged to join the RNPS.
 The Royal Naval Patrol Servicetook part in action all over theworld, proving an effective anti-submarine and minesweepingforce. They were based inLowestoft, Suffolk, which is nowthe location of the LowestoftNaval Memorial whichcommemorates the 2,399members of the RNPS who diedduring the Second World War andhave no known grave. LowestoftNaval Memorial stands inBellevue Park to the north of thetown and takes the form of acolumn topped by a bronze ship.
 Merchant Men in the Royal NavyAt the outbreak of the Second World War it wasevident that the Royal Navy would not be ableto man all the auxiliary vessels required. To dealwith the shortfall in manpower, a number ofMerchant Navy personnel agreed to serve withthe Royal Navy. Although subject to navaldiscipline, they retained Merchant Navy pay andconditions.
 The manning port established for these men wasat Liverpool. The Liverpool Naval Memorialcommemorates 1,410 Merchant seamen whodied on active service with the Royal Navy andhave no known grave. The memorial takes theform of a column topped by reflective lenses,suggestive of a beacon and stands on the MerseyRiver Front at the Pier Head, behind the RoyalLiver Building. The name panels are set into thesurrounding wall.
 Men of the Merchant Navy who died onmerchant vessels as a result of enemy action andhave no known graves are commemorated onthe Tower Hill Memorial in London, on which aseparate information sheet is available.
 The Lowestoft Naval Memorial
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The WrensThe Women’s Royal Naval Service(WRNS, commonly known as theWrens) was established in 1916 tocarry out the roles of cooks, clerks,wireless telegraphists, code expertsand electricians and thereby free upmen for active service.
 The pressure on naval manpowerwas more acute during the SecondWorld War and the WRNSexpanded quickly to meet theneed, reaching a peak of almost75,000 Wrens in September 1944.WRNS units were attached to mostnaval shore establishments inBritain. A large number of Wrensalso served in the Middle and FarEast.
 One Wren of the First World War has no knowngrave and is commemorated on the PlymouthNaval Memorial. The Second World War tookthe lives of 306 Wrens. Of these, 36 have noknown grave. 21 are commemorated on theChatham Naval Memorial, seven on thePlymouth Naval Memorial and eight on thePortsmouth Naval Memorial.
 IndiaDuring the First World war, many Indian sailorsserved with the Royal Navy and with the RoyalIndian Marine. 517 members of the Royal IndianMarine lost their lives and the majority of themare commemorated on the Bombay 1914-1918 Memorial which consists of eight panelsin the memorial hall of the Indian Sailors' Home.The names of five RIM Officers are engraved ona tablet in Bombay (St Thomas) Cathedral.
 By the beginning of the Second World War, theRoyal Indian Marine had been reorganised andrenamed the Royal Indian Navy. The RIN grewrapidly as the war progressed and played a vitalrole in a number of campaigns. Of the 501 RoyalIndian Navy casualties, 422 are commemoratedon the dual Bombay and Chittagong 1939-1945 Memorials which take the form of Rollsof Honour, one copy held at the Indian Seamen'sHome Bombay and the other in Chittagong WarCemetery.
 Chatham Naval Memorial
 Bombay 1939-1945 Memorial
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CanadaThe Royal Canadian Navy was formed in 1911.At the outbreak of the First World War,Canadians were given the choice betweenjoining the Royal Navy or joining the RCN. 422men of the Canadian naval forces died duringthe First World War, and many more whileserving with the Royal Navy.
 The Victoria Memorial, British Columbia,commemorates 36 men who went down withHMCS Galiano on 30 October 1918. Situated inRoss Bay Cemetery in the City of Victoria onVancouver Island, the Victoria Memorial is asquare block of granite erected in front of theCross of Sacrifice in the War Graves Plot.
 During the Second World War, the RoyalCanadian Navy served largely in the NorthAtlantic until 1944 when attention shifted to thewar with Japan. Many RCN ships were deployedwith the British Pacific Fleet, joining the manyCanadian personnel already serving with theRoyal Navy in the Pacific War. By the end of theSecond World War, the RCN had grown tobecome the world’s third largest navy but hadlost 2,169 men.
 The Halifax Memorial, Nova Scotia,commemorates Canadian servicemen andwomen who lost their lives at sea and men ofthe Canadian Army buried in Canada whosegraves were lost. It commemorates 274casualties (43 naval) of the First World War and2,845 (1,446 naval) of the Second World War.The Halifax memorial is situated in PointPleasant Park. Built in the 1960s, the memorial isa replacement of the original which stood onCitadel Hill but deteriorated badly. The mainfeature of the Halifax Memorial is the Cross ofSacrifice which, at 40 feet high, is the largest inthe world.
 NewfoundlandDuring the First World War members of theNewfoundland Royal Naval Reserve served withthe Royal Navy. 114 of the 180 who gave theirlives in service have no known grave and arecommemorated on the Beaumont-HamelNewfoundland Memorial which takes theform of a large stone cairn surmounted by abronze caribou. The Newfoundland Regiment
 Beaumont-Hamel Newfoundland Memorial
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suffered horrific losses at Beaumont-Hamel onthe first day of the Battle of the Somme. Forthis reason, the government of Newfoundlanddecided to commemorate all casualties of theirnation who died during the First World War andhave no known graves there.
 During the Second World War,Newfoundlanders served with the RoyalCanadian Navy.
 AustraliaDuring the First World War, the Royal AustralianNavy was initially responsible for capturingmany of Germany’s South Pacific colonies andprotecting Australian merchant shipping. As thewar progressed, major Australian ships operatedwith the Royal Navy in the Mediterranean andNorth Sea. 326 Australian sailors gave their livesduring the First World War.
 During the early years of the Second World war,ships from the RAN again operated as part ofthe Royal Navy, with RAN ships serving withdistinction in the Mediterranean. Following theoutbreak of the Pacific War and the virtualdestruction of the Royal Navy in Asia the RANincreasingly operated independently oralongside United States Navy forces. TheSecond World War claimed the lives of 2,310members of the Royal Australian Navy.
 The 74 First and 1,782 Second World WarAustralian sailors with no known places of burialare commemorated on the Plymouth NavalMemorial, UK.
 New ZealandUntil 1941 the New Zealand Navy was adivision of the Royal Navy. As the Second WorldWar progressed the Royal New Zealand Navyexpanded greatly and participated in navalactions in all theatres with first the US and laterthe British fleets. The RNZN also protectedNew Zealand’s coasts from anticipated Japaneseinvasion. Of the 539 Second World Warcasualties of the RNZN, 352 have no knowngrave and are commemorated on the NewZealand Naval Memorial, Devonport,Auckland which stands at the DevonportNaval Base, H.M.N.Z.S. Philomel.
 The Halifax Memorial, and inset, The New Zealand NavalMemorial, Devonport
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South AfricaDuring the First World War, South African sailorsserved in the South West African and EastAfrican campaigns as members of the RoyalNaval Volunteer Reserve (South Africa).
 During the Second World War the SeawardDefence Force was established, takingresponsibility for the security of South Africa’scoastline and in 1942, the SDF merged with theRNVR (South Africa) to form the South AfricaNaval Force. A total of 349 members of theSouth African Naval Force died during theSecond World War, although many served withthe Royal Navy. The 225 South African Navalcasualties with no known grave arecommemorated on the Plymouth NavalMemorial, UK.
 ChinaDuring the First World War Chinese sailorsserved with the Commonwealth navies in theFar East. 14 who served with the Royal IndianMarine and 23 who served with the Royal Navyhave no known grave and are commemoratedon the Hong Kong Memorial.
 Six Chinese sailors who served with the RoyalNavy during the Second World War have noknown grave and are also commemorated onthe Hong Kong Memorial.
 Enquiries about the location of individualburials and commemorations or locationdetails for any of these memorials may bedirected to the Commission’s website atwww.cwgc.org or to the office below.
 Commonwealth War Graves Commission2 Marlow RoadMaidenheadBerkshireSL6 7DX
 Tel: +44 (0) 1628 507200 Fax: +44 (0) 1628 771208 Email: [email protected]
 Where an individual served as part of aforeign force, i.e. a Canadian serving withthe Royal Navy, the Commission records thenationality of the force. A sailor who servedwith the Royal Navy is commemorated as aUK casualty on a UK memorial.
 Seamen on HMS Hood
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