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A2 Media Studies – Production Blog
 By Natassja Fairbanks
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New Beginnings…
 • How Can I Improve Upon AS?
 • Competent blogging – I believe my standards of blogging were not up to scratch and did not show my full potential. I can improve on this my creating a blogging timetable for example, blog at least 3 times a week. This is effect will allow me to gather my notes and create a higher standard of blog.
 • Quality of blogging – I feel the detail in blog last year wore a little thin. It was simplified and didn’t describe in full detail the basis of tasks and the action taken to those tasks. This year I feel I can improve upon this by typing up notes from the lesson and reflecting upon any practical work taken place in free time.
 • A higher quality of both pre production & planning – I feel the main lapse in my planning was the accuracy of the detail in my storyboards and shot lists. Many shots were written too vaguely and lead to moments of confusion on the shoot day.
 • Self organization – Be prepared! Take all equipment necessary but also take extra incase of complications, e.g. a spare memory card, spare copy of storyboards etc.
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Personal Strengths & Weaknesses
 Strengths• Directing • Providing Conceptual Ideas• Composing shot structure and film
 narrative• Editing• Camera Operation
 Weaknesses• Organization of logistics• Incompetent Blogging
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Preliminary Task
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Preliminary Task – The Brief…
 “Create a narrative of your choice to a set piece of music using” • It can be Stop Animation / Live
 Acting / Both
 • I decided to use a combination of Stop Animation and Live Action.
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Research…
 • Before beginning my stop animation short I decided to research into examples that other filmmakers had created.
 • I looked into all kind of areas. From highly popular blockbusters to highly popular viral videos
 • It soon became apparent that the key to a good stop motion film was a good concept, narrative structure and plot line.
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T Shirt Wars YouTube Link:
 They begin by selecting a shirt
 Take multiple pictures of multiple shirts
 Create a narrative through the shirts
 Continue the story by changing colour and scenario of shirt
 Develop Resolve
 Tip Off: When shooting this video the makers used something called an onion skin layer (Dropped Shadow). This allowed the actor align themselves up on the monitor with the previous photo taken.
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DKWdSCt4jGE
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DKWdSCt4jGE
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Wallace And Gromit – Aardman Animation
 •Aardman animation were the first to develop this style of stop motion animation. •Their key component is clay. The characters are created and animated with the substance•Wire framing is embedded inside the clay characters to allow an ease of flexibility•Wallace and Gromit’s first feature film (directed by Nick Park) too a total of 5 years to make
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Stop Animation – Pros & Cons
 Pros: • Any scenario is possible• No need to worry about of Mis En Scene• Creative freedom• Limitless concept possibilities• Animates inanimate objects
 Cons• Patience is key• Lighting needs to remain continuous throughout• Frame needs to stay in the same position for each shot• Time consuming in both production and post production• One mistake can cost the whole production
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Practice Run…
 • As a group we agreed it was best not to run before you could walk. Before we began shooting our main preliminary task we decided to take stop motion out for a test drive.
 • We had a simple concept. A Lego party/rave.
 • This enabled to get a feel for what stop motion animation was all about, the kind of hours that had to be put in and the skills we already had as animators
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Mind Map
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Preliminary Task - Practical
 • PrecisA normal, average, everyday office worker wakes up and begins his daily routine. Little does he know that during this time he is being watched by an unlikely enemy. Lego mini figures. The office worker comes to the realisation that he is being watched and flees with panic. The Lego mini figures hunt him down and capture him. This leads to an untimely tragedy.
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Storyboards
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Main Task
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Main Task - The Brief
 • Create A short film in it’s entirety, lasting approximately five minutes, which may be live action or animated or a combination of both, together with two of the following three options
 • A poster for the film• A radio trailer for the film• A film magazine review page featuring the film
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Initial Ideas
 • A live action film of the thriller, comedy, or documentary genre
 • A strong, serious plot line featuring high levels of tension
 • Sketch film – Ridiculous circumstances between a live character and a human
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Short Film Analysis
 • About A Girl
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