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Dave Boyle (Tim RobbinsCeleste Boyle (Marcia Gay Harden)
 Sean Devine (Kevin Bacon)Whitey Powers (Laurence Fishburn
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Brendan (Tom Guiry)Katie Markum (Emmy Rossum)
 Nick Savage (Adam Nelson)Kevin Savage ( Robert Wahlberg)
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“failure to respond to an injury threatens to show the injured party as either physically or psychologically incapable, which an lead to feelings of self-hatred so extreme that they constitute a real danger for the individual.” (Berkowitz 316-317)
 We see the three male characters respond to the ‘injury’ in different ways.
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1) Collapse ( Dave): Consumed by the neurotic response to Trauma. Due to their inability to react to injury, the victim believes himself to be a “ helpless jelly-fish, a prey to anybody who chooses to step on him and a prey also to his own self-contempt.” The victim is unable to discuss the traumatic event or deal with what others deem to be normal interactions.
 2) The Avenging Hero(Jimmy): “ What vengeance offers in response to trauma and loss is the fantasy of control. The "value of vindictiveness" is that revenge offers a "safety valve" that protects a victim against self-destructive impulses that accompany the act of being injured or insulted.”
 3) The Upright Hero (Sean): “abandoning ones idealized vision of their own grandeur; by disowning their prideful belief in their uniqueness and masterful control, the human victim becomes an "ordinary human being like everybody"”. (Berkwoitz 316-317)
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Consumed by the traumatic even of his childhood.
 He is abducted, sexually abused and never able to recover from this ‘injury’.
 (The two ‘meaningful responses’ are seen later through Jimmy and Sean)
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When faced with the traumatic event of Katie being murdered, he responds battles the ‘injury’ with revenge.
 This is the “traditional masculine heroism”.
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Sean’s ‘injury’ is that his wife leaves him while she is pregnant.
 She calls periodically, but does not say a word until the end of the movie.
 Sean acts humbly and accepts the limits of his power.
 This reaction to become more human appears to be the most admirable reaction of the three.
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1) Collapse ( Dave): Consumed by the neurotic response to Trauma. Due to their inability to react to injury, the victim believes himself to be a “ helpless jelly-fish, a prey to anybody who chooses to step on him and a prey also to his own self-contempt.” The victim is unable to discuss the traumatic event or deal with what others deem to be normal interactions.
 2) The Avenging Hero(Jimmy): “ What vengeance offers in response to trauma and loss is the fantasy of control. The "value of vindictiveness" is that revenge offers a "safety valve" that protects a victim against self-destructive impulses that accompany the act of being injured or insulted.”
 3) The Upright Hero (Sean): “abandoning ones idealized vision of their own grandeur; by disowning their prideful belief in their uniqueness and masterful control, the human victim becomes an "ordinary human being like everybody"”. (Berkwoitz 316-317)
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