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Multicultural pollutions: music and new Dutch ethnicities
 Jeroen de Kloet
 Dept. Media and Culture
 Amsterdam School of Cultural Analysis
 University of Amsterdam
 http://www2.fmg.uva.nl/populairecultuur/index.html
 http://www.uva.nl/
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Banal nationalism
 As the ideological reproduction of the nation-state in everyday life
 Michael Billig (1995)
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Today
 • Banal nationalism and Dutch multiculturalism• Globalization and multicultural pollution• New ethnicities• Polluting Dutchness: Lange Frans & Baas B. -
 Raymtzer - The Opposites• From the teflon to the sticky subject• Banal cosmopatriots
 http://www2.fmg.uva.nl/populairecultuur/index.html
 http://www.uva.nl/
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Dutch multiculturalism
 “The values of different groups in society are too far apart and integration is not going smoothly. Also, the unsafety and annoyances on the streets and the damage to our life world is disturbing.”
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Globalization as multicultural pollution
 Cultural globalization --> translation Translation as betrayal of both ‘original’ and its
 ‘copy’ (cf. Benjamin; Chow) Mary Douglas (Purity and danger): 'We should
 now force ourselves to focus on dirt’ As there is danger in purity Pollution as a way to resist this danger, yet while
 acknowledging ambiguities and ambivalences.
 http://www.uva.nl/
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New ethnicities
 • Hall: From the essential black subject, to ‘a war of positions.’
 • Clifford: From roots to routes.
 • Gilroy: From ‘where you’re from’ to ‘where you’re at.’
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New Dutch ethnicities?
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Lyrics
 • Exploitation of the world is called The Golden Century.
 • The country that joins the Iraq war, as uncle Bush has Balkenende in his pocket
 • The country where I stay, I love it, really• And integration is a wonderful word, but shit, so
 bitter, if no one hears it. I share my country with Turks, Moroccans, Moluccans and Surinamese.
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Raymzter
 • Pollution of Dutchness
 • Affirmation of a hyphenated identity
 • Combining roots with routes

Page 12
                        

The Opposites
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The Opposites: Fok Jou
 • Ey jij wilt terug want jullie vinden me volk dus niet oke, maar jij bent blut nou dan douw je toch wat bolletjes in je reet, ik schijt op je ras en wat wil je nou doen rukker, jullie Antilianen stelletje katoenplukkers
 • Eyo praat maar over bolletjesslikkers en stinkende niggers maar onze grootste consument zijn jullie Nederlandse flikkers, blijf maar grappen maken over bolletjes in me hol, maar stampend op een feestje met je neus vol, dats jou.
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The Opposites: Fok Jou
 • Antilianen het is gewoon een klote ras, samen met die Marokkanen niks anders dan overlast!
 • we heten niet voor niets de Nederlandse Antillen, denk ook aan de consequenties als je met slavernij gaat beginnen!
 • Fok jou, fok jou, fok jou, fok jou, fok jou, fok Nederland, fok Curaçao!Kijk ons nou eens vechten man we lijken wel op kinderen, de haat tussen tweeën wanneer zou het nou eens minderen?
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Banal Cosmopolitans?
 • Beck:
 “in which everyday nationalism is circumvented and undermined and we experience ourselves integrated into global processes and phenomena”
 • Better: Banal cosmopatriots potentially resisting strong ontologies.
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The teflon subject (White, 2000)
 • The assertive, disengaged self, product of modernity’s self-confidence: the telfon subject that is rooted in strong ontologies.
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The sticky subject (White, 2000)
 Looking for positions (routes) based on weak ontologies, acknowledging that:
 “all fundamental conceptualizations of self, other, and world are contestable,”
 Yet, “nevertheless necessary for an adequately reflective ethical and political life.”
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Banal cosmopatriots
 • As strong articulations of weak ontologies• As showcases of the pollution and betrayal that
 come with globalization and the related production of locality
 • A pollution that may become a source for more sticky subjectivities
 • That resist the nostalgic desire for purity, while being sensitive to the ambivalences of impurity and dirt
 • Perpetually searching for new Dutch ethnicities
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Thanks to...
 • Toon van V.
 • Melanie S.
 • Rens vd B.
 • Johan van H.
 • Fiona F.
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