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MLA STYLE- INTRO

Page 2
                        

Thesis- double check it first
 Make sure your thesis: One sentence ONLY
 Does not use “I”, “you”, or “we”
 Has parallel structure
 Avoids basic word choice/lack of insight
 See my notes on your thesis and ask any questions you may have about improving it.

Page 3
                        

Time to begin writing
 My outline is finished. Where do I go from here?
 If outline is done well, you can begin to write using your outline and notecards. Follow the structure you have created (Intro, Background on topic, Thesis points/Body paragraphs, Conclusion)
 Make sure your paper follows your thesis statement exactly.

Page 4
                        

Basics- Record notes on your example sheet
 12 point font, Times New Roman
 Double spacing
 1 inch margins
 Proper heading, title, citations, Works Cited page

Page 5
                        

Paraphrasing v. Direct Quotes When using information gathered from a
 source, you have one of two options:
 Quote it: A quotation is taken directly (word- for- word) from the source.
 Paraphrase it: A paraphrase is a quotation put into your own words. Be careful!
 YOU MUST CITE BOTH.

Page 6
                        

How do I set up a quote in my paper?
 Lead-in
 Quote
 Citation
 Explanation/Analysis after the quote.
 Look at your example paper (second paragraph).

Page 7
                        

Lead-ins
 “Somebody said” lead-in: Example: Jane M. Agee comments,
 “Many students who would not have attempted college even seven years ago are not coming into universities through junior colleges” (10).

Page 8
                        

Blended lead-in
  Blending part of a quote into your own words- no comma needed before the quote here!
 Example: State universities are serving a broader student population than ever before by admitting students from junior colleges and through “special remedial programs where students who do not meet entrance requirements are admitted on probation” (Agee 10).

Page 9
                        

Full sentence lead-in
 Full sentence leading up to quote Colon needed before the quote Example: Agee insists that English
 instruction on the college level will not be improved until educations examine the situation realistically: “Public school teachers, professors of English Education, students, and state leaders need to sit down together and evaluate the current realities before any real progress can be made” (10).

Page 10
                        

In-text citations
 Every source that you cite in the paper must be in Works Cited page.
 Leave any unneeded sources out (five minimum required, including a primary).

Page 11
                        

“Timebends”- 220
 Miller writes, “I had known about the Salem witchcraft phenomenon since my American history class at Michigan.” (He/She said)
 Over time, Miller began to feel more drawn to the idea of writing this play and felt “a living connection between [himself] and Salem.” (Blended)
 Miller initially felt hesitant to write a play on the Salem Witch trials: “At first I rejected the idea of a play on the subject.” (Full)

Page 12
                        

Example- citation (Known author) Human beings have been described by
 Kenneth Burke as "symbol-using animals" (3).
 Human beings have been described as "symbol-using animals" (Burke 3).
 Works Cited:Burke, Kenneth. Language as Symbolic Action:
 Essays on Life, Literature, and Method. Berkeley: U of California P, 1966. Print.

Page 13
                        

No author available?
 Make sure it is a reliable, recent, authoritative source first (or take it out).
 Shortened version of title in quotation marks (italics for longer works)
 ("Impact of Global Warming" 6).
 Works Cited:"The Impact of Global Warming in North America." Global Warming:
 Early Signs. 1999. Web. 23 Mar. 2009.
 No page number? No need for it- ex. websites

Page 14
                        

Multiple authors
 Two: (Herzog and Cook 60) Three: (Smith, Yang, and Moore).

Page 15
                        

Quote within a quote
 Your author is quoting somebody else.
 Ravitch argues that high schools are pressured to act as "social service centers, and they don't do that well" (qtd. in Weisman 259).

Page 16
                        

March 8th (next Friday)
 First three pages due- TYPED
 Works Cited must be included- primary source in there!
 Proper MLA format with citations

Page 17
                        

Correct the following
 Somebody said:1. “Michael Berube said, “I’ve had many
 students…” What is wrong with this lead-in? How can
 we fix it?
 2. Michael Berube “We have plenty of anecdotal evidence…”

Page 18
                        

Corrections
 Michael Berube says, “I’ve had many students tell me…” (Need to use present tense)
 Michael Berube writes, “I’ve had many students tell me…” (Need a signal word to lead-in)

Page 19
                        

Correct the following: Full sentence “Too many students think of colleges as
 the place that will grant them the degrees they need, “the problem is x job might not exist 10 or 20 years from now.” (Johnson)

Page 20
                        

Corrections
 “Too many students think of colleges as the place that will grant them the degrees they need: “the problem is x job might not exist 10 or 20 years from now” (Johnson).

Page 21
                        

Blended
 Correct the following: “When students entered college, “almost
 every college student doesn’t consider majoring in English, French, Philosophy, or art history…”

Page 22
                        

Corrections
 “When students entered college, “almost every college student doesn’t consider majoring in English, French, Philosophy, or art history…”
 Stay consistent with tense DO NOT need a comma when blending
 your own words with a quote
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