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MLA Style guideIntroductionThe MLA is generally used for
academic writing in the humanities. The handbook itself covers many
aspects of research writing including selecting a topic, evaluating
sources, taking notes, plagiarism, the mechanics of writing, the
format of the research paper as well as the way to cite
sources.General notesPrint your essay on 8.5-by-11-inch white
paper. Double-space the entire text of your essay (including the
information on the first page, block quotations and the Works Cited
page). Use a standard font (e.g., Times New Roman or Courier) and
type size (e.g., 12 point). Leave one space after periods or other
punctuation. Do not include a separate title page (see example and
details below).

Use one side of the paper only. Set all margins (top, bottom and
sides) to 1-inch (2.5cm). Include your last name and page number on
the top right-hand corner of every page. Use a header and ensure
that your name and page number are 0.5 inches (1.25cm) from the top
and flush with the right margin. The first line of each paragraph
should be indented 0.5 inches (5 spaces).

First page / title pageDo not include a separate title page
(unless specifically requested by your instructor). One inch from
the top of the first page and flush with the left margin, include
the following information on separate (double-spaced) lines: your
name, your instructors name, the course name, and the date. After
the date, double-space and type your title. The title should be
centred. Do not underline or use quotation marks or use a special
font. Only capitalize the first letter of important words (i.e.,
use Title Case). After your title, double-space and begin the body
of your essay, indenting 0.5 inches (5 spaces) from the left
margin. The first page of your MLA-formatted essay should look like
this:

There are usually no need to have a sepaerate title page unless
suggested by ProfessorThe first page of your MLA-formatted essay
should look like this:

SAMPLE FIRST PAGE

Headings

Writers sometimes use Section Headings to improve a documents
readability. These sections may include individual chapters or
other named parts of a book or essay.MLA recommends that when you
divide an essay into sections that you number those sections with
an arabic number and a period followed by a space and the section
name:1. Early Writings2. The London Years3. Traveling the
Continent4. Final YearsORFormatted, unnumbered like below in the
same positions:Level 1 Heading: bold, flush leftLevel 2 Heading:
italics, flush leftLevel 3 Heading: centered, boldLevel 4 Heading:
centered, italicsLevel 5 Heading: underlined, flush left

Citations Everything from footnotes, to endnotes, and embedded
referencesBy using citation you have now given the people upon
whose work you have leaned ample credit for their work. You have
also given your reader a clear picture of where to go to find
information. If you are luckily, you will one day benefit from
these same good habits.Endnotes vs. foot notes??A citation can
appear in different formats: within the text (in-text citation) at
the bottom of the page (footnotes ), or at the end of the paper
(endnotes). Different disciplines use different formats. The
mechanics of citing are complicated, and vary in each format. MLA
discourages extensive use of explanatory or digressive notes. MLA
style does, however, allow you to use endnotes or footnotes for
bibliographic notes, which refer to other publications your readers
may consult

The difference between footnotes and endnotes?There isnt much of
a difference other than footnotes referenced at the bottom of each
page where as endnotes references at the end of the paperUsing
either footnotes or endnotes, writers refer their readers to
citations and reference lists by means of a number at the end of a
sentence, phrase or clause containing the language or idea
requiring citationEither way you only need to incorporate one which
ever you prefer working in You must include a works cited list at
the end still

Endnotes Adding end notes follow the following examples below:
If you are writing by hand, you will have to do one of the two
following things:A) Put a superscripted number (a number raised
slightly above the line) at the end of the sentence, outside of the
period, where the endnoteable information lies. OR, LESS
FASHIONABLY, B) Put a number in parentheses after the sentence
where the information you want endnoted lies.Example with
superscript:The essential point, as Gramsci sees it, is that,
"Every Social Group, coming into existence on the original terrain
of an essential function in the world of economic
production,..."1Example with number in parentheses:Hass vision of
the Bay Area Pacific is that, I wont say much for the sea except
that it was, almost, the color of sour milk.(2)

Make the Endnotes pageThis page should be titled, as if you
couldnt guess, "Endnotes." Then, put a list of numbers matching the
numbers of your endnotes down the page.Each number should be
followed by the following information: Authors last name, Title of
source (matching form in Works Cited page), Page
number.Example:Ford, Rock Springs, p.52.

In text citationFor example:Wordsworth stated that Romantic
poetry was marked by a spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings
(263).Romantic poetry is characterized by the spontaneous overflow
of powerful feelings (Wordsworth 263).Wordsworth extensively
explored the role of emotion in the creative process (263).Both
citations in the examples above, (263) and (Wordsworth 263), tell
readers that the information in the sentence can be located on page
263 of a work by an author named Wordsworth. If readers want more
information about this source, they can turn to the Works Cited
page, where, under the name of Wordsworth, they would find the
following information:Wordsworth, William.Lyrical Ballads. London:
Oxford U.P., 1967. Print.(Note: this is how it would look in works
cited)

In-Text Citations: Author-Page StyleMLA format follows the
author-page method of in-text citation. This means that the authors
last name and the page number(s) from which the quotation or
paraphrase is taken must appear in the text, and a complete
reference should appear on your Works Cited page. The authors name
may appear either in the sentence itself or in parentheses
following the quotation or paraphrase, but the page number(s)
should always appear in the parentheses, not in the text of your
sentence.

MORE IN-TEXT In-Text Citations for Print Sources with No Known
AuthorWhen a source has no known author, use a shortened title of
the work instead of an author name. Place the title in quotation
marks if its a short work (e.g. articles) or italicize it if its a
longer work (e.g. plays, books, television shows, entire websites)
and provide a page number.We see so many global warming hotspots in
North America likely because this region has more readily
accessible climatic data and more comprehensive programs to monitor
and study environmental change . . . (Impact of Global Warming
6).In this example, since the reader does not know the author of
the article, an abbreviated title of the article appears in the
parenthetical citation which corresponds to its respective entry in
the Works Cited The Impact of Global Warming in North
America.GLOBAL WARMING: Early Signs. 1999. Web. 23 Mar. 2009.

In-Text Citations for Print Sources with Known AuthorFor Print
sources like books, magazines, scholarly journal articles, and
newspapers, provide a signal word or phrase (usually the authors
last name) and a page number. If you provide the signal word/phrase
in the sentence, you do not need to include it in the parenthetical
citation.Human beings have been described by Kenneth Burke as
symbol-using animals (3). Human beings have been described as
symbol-using animals (Burke 3).These examples must correspond to an
entry that begins with Burke, which will be the first thing that
appears on the left-hand margin of an entry in the Works
Cited:Burke, Kenneth.Language as Symbolic Action: Essays on Life,
Literature, and Method. Berkeley: U of California P, 1966.
Print.

Works CitedFrom articles to film.Works cited Your MLA-formatted
essay must have a Works Cited page that begins as a separate page
at the end of your essay. The basic formatting features of the
Works Cited page are as follows: Use same 2.5cm margins and same
last name and page number header as the rest of the essay. Use
title Works Cited (in a standard font, not underlined, not in
quotation marks or italics); the title should be centred on the
first line of the page. Everything on the page should be
double-spaced; do NOT put extra lines between entries. Capitalize
every word in the titles of texts except articles, prepositions and
conjunctions.

How to cite this?Book with 1 AuthorMumford, Lewis.The Culture of
Cities. New York: Harcourt, 1938. Print.

Book with 2 AuthorsFrancis, R. Douglas, Richard Jones, and
Donald B. Smith. Destinies: Canadian History since Confederation.
Toronto: Harcourt, 2000. Print.

Book with 4 or More AuthorsBaldwin, Richard et al. Economic
Geography and Public Policy. Princeton: Princeton UP, 2003.
Print.

Books by Corporate AuthorAssociations, corporations, agencies
and organizations are considered authors when there is no single
author.Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development.
Action against Climate Change: The Kyoto Protocol and Beyond.
Paris: OECD, 1999. PrintHow to cite this?Article in
ReferenceGuignon, Charles B. Existentialism. Routledge Encyclopedia
of Philosophy. Ed. Edward Craig. 10 vols. London: Routledge, 1998.
Print.

Government PublicationCanada. Dept. of Foreign Affairs and
International Trade. Freedom from Fear: Canadas Foreign Policy for
Human Security. Ottawa: DFAIT, 2002. Print.United Nations. Dept. of
Economic and Social Affairs. Population Division. Charting the
Progress of Populations. New York: UN, 2000. Print.

Journal ArticlesArticle retrieved in print/paper format:Ferrer,
Ada. Cuba 1898: Rethinking Race, Nation, and Empire. Radical
History Review 73 (1999): 22-49. Print.Man, Glenn K. S. The Third
Man: Pulp Fiction and Art Film. Literature Film Quarterly 21.3
(1993): 171-178. Print.

How to cite this?Article retrieved on the Web:Sehmby, Dalbir S.
Wrestling and Popular Culture. CCLWeb: Comparative Literature and
Culture 4.1 (2002): n. pag. Web. 29 Mar. 2009.

Article retrieved in a library database:Provide the same
information as you would for a printed journal article and add the
name of the database in italics, and indicate the publication
medium as Web and the date of access.NOTE If there are no page
numbers, or if the page numbers for each article in a journal
appear in a new sequence for each item rather than continuously
across the entire issue, write n. pag.Brennan, Katherine Stern.
Culture in the Cities: Provincial Academies during the Early Years
of Louis XIVs Reign. Canadian Journal of History 38.1 (2003):
19-42. CBCA Complete. Web. 29 Mar. 2004.

Heming, Li, Paul Waley, and Phil Rees. Reservoir Resettlement in
China: Past Experience and the Three Gorges Dam. The Geographical
Journal 167.3 (2001): 195-212. Academic Search Premier. Web. 29
Mar. 2004.

How to cite this?Article in Newspaper / magazineSemenak, Susan.
Feeling Right at Home: Government Residence Eschews Traditional
Rules. Montreal Gazette 28 Dec. 1995, Final Ed.: A4.
Print.Driedger, Sharon Doyle. After Divorce. Macleans 20 Apr. 1998:
38-43. Pr

Entire WebsiteLinder, Douglas O. Famous Trials. Univ. of
Missouri Kansas-City Law School, 2009. Web. 29 Apr. 2009.

Page on websiteLast name, First name. Document title if
available. Title of the overall Web site. Version or edition if
available. Publisher or N.p. to designate no publisher, publication
date or n.d. to mean no date. Web. Date of access.If information is
not include just include what is thereJoyce Wieland. Celebrating
Womens Achievements: Women Artists in Canada. National Library of
Canada, 2000. Web. 29 Mar. 2004.

How to cite this?Television or Radio ProgramScandal of the
Century. Narr. Linden MacIntyre. The Fifth Estate. CBC Television.
23 Jan. 2002. Television.

Sound RecordingEllington, Duke. Black and Tan Fantasy. Music is
My Mistress. Musicmasters, 1989. CD.

FilmMacbeth. Dir. Roman Polanski. Perf. Jon Finch, Francesca
Annis, and Nicholas Selby. 1971. Columbia, 2002. DVD.

Photo in BookCassatt, Mary. Mother and Child. 1890. Wichita Art
Museum, Wichita. American Painting: 1560-1913. By John Pearce. New
York: McGraw, 1964. Slide 22

ResourcesSample Paper
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/media/pdf/20091250615234_747.pdfSample
Appendix Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 7th ed. Sample
Referenceshttp://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/15/Online
Formatting
helphttp://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/

This is just a guidePlease consult you professor for any extra
details All the information is from the Publication MLA Handbook
for Writers of Research Papers, 7th EditionMore detail on this
guide will be also in here Use the resources and you will have an
amazing format
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