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MLA Documentation
 Common Questions and
 Answers to MLA Citation
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Contents:
 Ellipses Brackets Et. al Dropped Quotation Signal Phrase Block Quotations In-text Citations Works Cited Page

Page 3
                        

Ellipsis
 What is an ellipsis?
 a. When the moon covers the sun
 b. A comma used next to a period
 c. Three dots in a row used to show that information has been omitted.
 What is the plural of ellipsis?
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Example:Ellipsis within a Sentence
 Mountain lions are attracted to areas populated by deer. As Kevin Hansen explains, “Deer are the lion’s primary prey . . . and deer must be present in sufficient numbers in the lion’s habitat for the cat to survive” (21).
 NOTE: (1) There is a space before and after each period. (2) The author’s first name should be used the first time the source is cited. From then on, use only the author’s last name.
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More on Ellipses
 Q. How do you use an ellipsis if you have omitted an entire sentence?
 R. You should use four periods—using a period before the three ellipsis dots and then placing brackets around the actual ellipsis.
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Example:Ellipsis for Entire Sentence
 Michael Milstein, a former ranger for the National Park Service, reports that the eastern cougar “is probably already extinct. [. . .] Though rare reports of sightings still surface, a recent search by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service failed to turn up any sightings” (20).
 NOTE: Do not use ellipsis at the beginning or at the end of a quotation. The only exception occurs when words at the end of the final quoted sentence have been dropped.
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BracketsQ: Have you ever seen brackets used in a
 quotation? What do you think their purpose is?
 A: Brackets allow you to insert words of your own into quoted material to clarify meaning. They also allow you to make the quoted words fit correctly, grammatically speaking, into your own sentence.
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Example: Brackets
 According to Perry of The Los Angeles Times, “The mountain lion [in California] has never been in danger of extinction, not even during the 56 years (1907-1963) when several rural counties in California tried to eradicate lions by paying bounties to hunters” (B4).
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Example: BracketsTo Keep the Sentence Grammatical
 James Joyce wrote the phrase “we played till our bodies glowed.”
 The student, writing about Joyce’s story, wrote the following:
 The boys must generate their own heat by “[playing] till [their] bodies glowed” (Joyce 30).
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Dropped Quote
 Q. What is a dropped quotation?
 R. A dropped quotation is a quotation that is not introduced by a clear signal phrase.
 DO NOT DROP QUOTATIONS!
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Incorrect Example: Dropped Quotation
 California law prevents the killing of mountain lions except for specific lions that have been proved to be a threat to humans or livestock. “Fish and Game is even blocked from keeping mountain lions from killing endangered desert bighorn sheep” (Perry B4).
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Example:Quotation with Signal Phrase
 California law prevents the killing of mountain lions except for specific lions that have been proved to be a threat to humans or livestock. Tony Perry points out that, ironically, “Fish and Game is even blocked from keeping mountain lions from killing the endangered desert bighorn sheep” (B4).
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et al.
 Q. When can you use “et al.” for MLA documentation?
 R. If your source has four or more authors, include the first author’s name followed by “et al.” in the signal phrase, in the parenthetical citation, and in the works cited citation.
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Examples: Holloway et al. published their findings only
 after results were duplicated on both coasts and after the study was extended for two years (137).
 The study was extended for two years, and only after results were duplicated on both coasts did the authors publish their results (Holloway et al. 137).
 Holloway, Susan D., et al. Through My Own Eyes: Single Mothers and the Culture of Poverty. Cambridge: Harvard UP, 1997.
 NOTE: There is always a period after “et al.”
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In-text Citation, Two authors
 Q. What do you do if you are providing in-text documentation and you have two different authors with the same last name?
 R. Include the author’s first name also.
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Examples: Children will learn to write if they are allowed
 to choose their own subjects, James Britton asserts, citing the Schools Council study of the 1960s (37-42).
 The Schools Council study of the 1960s indicates that children will learn to write if they are allowed to choose their own subjects (Britton, James 37-42).
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In-text Citation: Unknown Author
 Q. If the author of a source is unknown, how do you cite the source a.) in a signal phrase and b.) in a parenthetical citation?
 R. Use the full title in a signal phrase and a shortened title in a parenthetical citation when the source’s author is unknown.
 NOTE: Do not use “Anonymous” when the author is unknown.
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Examples:
 In California, fish and game officials estimate that since 1972 lion numbers have increased from 2,400 to at least 6,000 (“Mountain” A21).
 An Outdoor California article entitled “Mountain Lion Attacks on Humans” claims that four children since 1986 have been attacked in California (7).
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In-text Citation: Citing an author within an author.
 Describing children’s language acquisition, Pinker explains that “[w]hat’s innate about language is just a way of paying attention to parental speech” (qtd. in Johnson sec. 1).
 NOTE: (1) Use abbreviations to help direct the researcher to the quotation: “par.”; “sec.”; etc. (2) Use “qtd. in” to indicate an indirect source. (3) Use signal phrase of actual author.
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Block Quotation
 Q. How long must your citation be in order to put it in “block” style?
 R. For “block” style quotations, you must quote more than four typed lines of prose.
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Example:Lion researcher Maurice Hornocker offers some practical advice to hikers:
 Visitors to lion habitat should carry a big stick and make noise as they hike to let the animal know they are approaching. Lions are intimidated by height, so if a cougar is sighted in
 the area, parents should put their children
 on their shoulders. If attacked, a person
 should not run, nor should he play dead.
 Stand firm, fight back, and yell—most people who have resisted attack have successfully fought off the lion. (60)
 NOTE: Notice the placement of the period and lack of quotation marks.
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Multiple Sentence CitationQ. Why might you confuse your reader
 if you put a parenthetical citation at the end of the last sentence of a paragraph but you mean to cite multiple sentences in the paragraph?
 R. Readers might think only the last sentence is being cited, when in fact most of the paragraph is based on the source.
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Incorrect Example:For much of this century, the U.S. government has encouraged the extermination of mountain lions and other wild animals. In 1915 Congress appropriated funds to wipe out animals that were attacking cattle, and the U.S. Biological Survey hired hunters and trappers to accomplish the mission. Then, in 1931, the government stepped up its efforts with the passage of the Animal Damage Control Act, nicknamed “All Dead Critters” by its critics. Between 1937 and 1970, over seven thousand mountain lions were killed by Animal Damage Control ( Hansen 57).
 Note: it is not evident where the citation begins if it is not in the final sentence.
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Corrected Example: For much of this century, the U.S. government has encouraged the extermination of mountain lions and other wild animals. Sketching a brief history, Kevin Hansen tells us that in 1915 Congress appropriated funds to wipe out animals that were attacking cattle, and the U.S. Biological Survey hired hunters and trappers to accomplish the mission. Then, in 1931, the government stepped up its efforts with the passage of the Animal Damage Control Act, nicknamed “All Dead Critters” by its critics. Between 1937 and 1970, reports Hansen, over seven thousand mountain lions were killed by Animal Damage Control (57).NOTE: The underlining is added only to make the point that this is where the citation begins.
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MLA In-Text Documentation Examples
 1. Move the period from inside the quotes to outside the parenthetical citation.
 Herrera indicates that Kahlo believed in a “vitalistic form of pantheism” (328).
 2.Use “and” instead of “&”; do not use the “p.” before the page number.
 Gortner, Hebrun, and Nicolson maintain that “opinion leaders” influence other people in an organization because they are respected, not because they hold high positions (175).
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MLA In-Text Documentation Examples Cont’d
 4. Use “et al.”
 Similarly, as Belenky et al. assert, examining the lives of women expands our understanding of human development (7).
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MLA In-Text Documentation Examples Cont’d
 5. If the quotation is long enough, use block indentation:Linden suggests it would be difficult to prove that a human infant really has language. He says the following:
 At the age of eighteen months [his daughter] began to demonstrate most of the behaviors that critics have cited as evidence that apes cannot learn language: she interrupted, she repeated phrases incessantly, she responded inappropriately, and she jumbled her word order. (34)
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He says that
 [a]t the age of eighteen months [his daughter] began
 to demonstrate most of the behaviors that critics have
 cited as evidence that apes cannot learn language:
 she interrupted, she repeated phrases incessantly,
 she responded inappropriately, and she jumbled her
 word order. (34)
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MLA Works Cited PageWhat’s the difference between a Works Cited and
 a Bibliography?
 Be sure to alphabetize. Be sure to follow guidelines for each source. Title with Works Cited and center. The entries should be double spaced and
 typed in a hanging indent. Abbreviate names of months except for May,
 June, and July. Include pages numbers correctly or not at all.
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Alphabetize:
 Anderson, Kurt. “Miami’s New Days of Rage.” Time 10 Jan. 1984: 20-21.
 Barron, James. “Officer Shot Dead: Two Wounded.” New York Times 15 Feb. 1984: A1.
 Bridgewater, Carol Austin. “Hill Street Burnout Blues.” Psychology Today May 1984: 70.
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Example of Citation: Book
 Lambert, Richard D., and Allan Heston, eds. The Police and Violence. Philadelphia: American Academy of Political and Social Science, 1980.

Page 32
                        

Examples of Citation: Periodicals
 Cullen, Frances., et al. “Paradox in Policing: A Note on Perception of Dangers.” Journal of Police Science and Administration 11 (1983): 457-65.
 Meredith, Nikki. “A Better Way in San Jose.” Psychology Today May 1984: 25.
 ---. “Attacking the Roots of Police Violence.” Psychology Today May 1984: 21-26.
 NOTE: Use triple hyphen to signal that the author or government agency is the same.
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Examples of Citation: Periodicals
 “Police Brutality Hot Issue Again.” U.S. News and World Report 25 Mar. 1984: 13.
 Wherry, Vernon B. “Research into the Use of Deadly Force.” The Police Chief Oct. 1981: 44-49.
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Examples of Citations:Full-Text Articles from Online Database:
 Weeks, W. William. “Beyond the Ark.” Nature Conservancy Mar. – Apr. 1999. America Online. 2 Apr. 1999. Keyword: Ecology.
 “Breaking the Dieting Habit: Drug Therapy for Eating Disorders.” Psychology Today Mar. 1995: 12+. Electric Library. Main Lib., Columbus, OH. 31 Mar. 1999 <http://www.elibrary.com/>.
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Including Page Numbers Correctly:
 For page numbers, provide the range of pages using all digits 1-99, but abbreviate for over 99 (e.g. 112-40). However, when crossing a “hundred,” provide all digits (e.g., 190-201). Use a “+” sign to indicate the story/article appeared on a page that was not consecutive (e.g. 21+).
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Including Page Numbers Correctly Cont’d
 As more full-text articles become available from online databases, researchers have a harder time providing correct page citation for quotations or paraphrases. Do your best to get a “camera” style (i.e., .pdf) full-text article. If you cannot, simply cite the article’s title and omit the page number.
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MLA Documentation
 For answers to other questions, visit Standley Lake Library’s website (select Citing Sources - MLA format and visit OWL at Purdue’s site) or consult a manual.
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Personal Interview Citation
 Q. Do you include a personal interview in the list of sources at the end of your paper (i.e, the Works Cited page)?
 R. Yes.
 Example:
 Meeker, Dolores. Personal interview. 21 Apr. 1998.
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Works Cited
 Hacker, Diana. A Writer’s Reference. 4th ed. New York: St. Martin’s, 1999.
 Lunsford, Andrea A. The Everyday Writer. 2nd ed. New York: St. Martin’s, 2001.
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That’s all, folks!
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