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MLA CITATION STYLE
 Originally created by Jill SimserUpdated by Karen Best 2.2017
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What is MLA?• MLA stands for Modern Language
 Association
 • MLA Style refers to standardized rules for formatting a paper (line spacing, margins) and citing ideas, quotations, facts and paraphrases borrowed from other sources
 Who Uses MLA?• MLA style is commonly used for writing
 papers and citing sources within the liberal arts and humanities.
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What is MLA Style?
 • Document format
 • In-text citations
 • Works Cited
 (a list of all sources
 used in the paper)
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Why Do We Cite and Why is it Important?• Citation credits the work of others who have made your
 research possible
 • Citation creates a TRAIL for your reader to find information you used in a research project
 • Citing reliable sources establishes your credibility and prevents you from plagiarizing
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MLA format follows the Author-Page Style of in-text citation.
 What does Author-Page Style mean?
 The author's last name and the page number(s) from which the quotation or paraphrase is taken must appear in the text, and a complete reference should appear on your Works Cited page.
 The author's name may appear either in the sentence itself introduced by a signal phrase, or in parentheses following the quotation or paraphrase.
 Let’s talk about In-text Citations
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Please note: Bold formatting used for emphasis only
 In-text Citation Examples
 Note: The author’s first and last name should be used on the first reference. Anytime after that just use the last name.
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Work(s) Cited
 Wordsworth, William. Lyrical Ballads. Oxford UP, 1967.
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Your Reader’s Trail:
 In-text Citation
 Works Cited Page
 Exact Location of the Source
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Book Example
 MLA Elements Include:
 • Author(s).
 • Title of Book.
 • Publisher,
 • Date of Publication.
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Book Example: One Selection from an Anthologyex: Short story in a Collection
 MLA Elements Include:
 • Author(s).
 • “Title of Selection.”
 • Title of Book, (italicized)
 • Editor,
 • Publisher,
 • Date of Publication,
 • Page #s.
 Thurber, James. “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty.” 21 Essential American Short Stories, edited
 by Leslie M. Pockell, Thomas Dunne Books, 2011, pp.129-41.
 Author. “Title of Story.” Title of Book
 Page numbers. Date, Publisher, editor,
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Magazine or Journal Article in an Online DatabasePossible components: • Author’s name(s).• “Title of article.” (in quotations)• Name of Journal or Magazine, (italicized)• Volume number,• Issue number,• Date of Publication,• Page numbers. • Title of the Database, (italicized)• Permalink or D.O.I.
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FROM AN ONLINE DATABASE
 Journal Article
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• Using citation generators in the databases is a good place to start.
 • Be aware citations are not always formatted correctly.
 • Double check them for accuracy using the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 8th edition or other up to date citation guide.
 Why can’t I just copy and paste citations from the databases?
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Basic Web Publication
 • Author and/or editor names (if available)
 • Title of the work (in quotations, and if applicable)
 • Title of the overall Web site (italicized)
 • Publisher or sponsor of the site (if not available, use n.p.)
 • Date of publication (if not available, use date of access)
 • URL, Permalink, or D.O.I.
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Web Publications - Examples
 Lewis, Paul. “Citizen Journalism.” YouTube, 14 May 2011, www.youtube.com/
 watch?v=9AP09_yNbcg.
 “Social and Historical Context: Vitality.” Arapesh Grammar and Digital Language Archive
 Project, Institute for Advanced Technology in the Humanities, www.arapesh.org/socio_
 historical_context_vitality.php. Accessed 22 Mar. 2016.
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Works Cited
 Dean, Cornelia. "Executive on a Mission: Saving the Planet." The New York Times, 22 May 2007,
 www.nytimes.com/2007/05/22/science/earth/22ander.html?_r=0. Accessed 12 May 2016.
 Ebert, Roger. Review of An Inconvenient Truth, directed by Davis Guggenheim, Rogerebert.com, 1 June 2006,
 www.rogerebert.com/reviews/an-inconvenient-truth-2006. Accessed 15 June 2016.
 Gowdy, John. "Avoiding Self-organized Extinction: Toward a Co-evolutionary Economics of
 Sustainability." International Journal of Sustainable Development and World Ecology, vol. 14, no. 1,
 2007, pp. 27-36. Academic Search Complete, www.ebscohost.com/academic/academic-search-
 complete.
 An Inconvenient Truth. Directed by Davis Guggenheim, performances by Al Gore and Billy West, Paramount,
 2006.
 Leroux, Marcel. Global Warming: Myth or Reality? The Erring Ways of Climatology. Springer, 2005.
 Milken, Michael, et al. "On Global Warming and Financial Imbalances." New Perspectives Quarterly, vol. 23,
 no. 4, 2006, p. 63. Gale General One File, www.cengage.com.
 Nordhaus, William D. "After Kyoto: Alternative Mechanisms to Control Global Warming." American
 Economic Review, vol. 96, no. 2, 2006, pp. 31-34.
 ---. "Global Warming Economics." Science, vol. 294, no. 5545, 9 Nov. 2001, pp. 1283-84, DOI:
 10.1126/science.1065007.
 Adapted from “MLA Sample Works Cited Page.” Purdue Online Writing Lab, 18 Aug. 2016, owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/12/.
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• Prepare the works cited page in advance
 • Center the title, Works Cited, an inch from the top of the page
 • Alphabetize entries by author’s last name or by title if the author’s name is unavailable
 • Double space entries and use hanging indents
 • Titles of books, journals, magazines, databases and overall web sites are italicized
 • Titles of articles, chapters, essays (the smaller element) are enclosed in quotation marks
 MLA-Style Works Cited Tips
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MLA Style and FormattingWhere to Get Help
 style.mla.org/
 libguides.easternflorida.edu/writingcenter
 owl.english.purdue.edu
 https://style.mla.org/
 http://libguides.easternflorida.edu/writingcenter
 https://owl.english.purdue.edu/
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