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MLA Citation Quick Tips
 Citing sources in your essayand
 Creating a Works Cited page

Page 2
                        

Citing Sources in your Essay
 QUICK TIPS!

Page 3
                        

Two Ways to Cite Sources Within your Essay
 Running text citation – the outside source citation of quote, paraphrase, or summary “runs” inside the essay or paper.
 In the New York Times article, “The Kids are Idiots,” by Mark Bauerlein, teens have lost their moral meaning due to Facebook. Parenthetical citation – the outside source is cited in parenthesis at the end of the sentence.
 A sense of morality is absent in adolescents who use Facebook (Bauerlein).

Page 4
                        

Transitions to Introduce Outside Sources
 • According to author’s name and/or article title…
 • In the article article title by article’s author,…
 • Author’s name and credentials suggests believes writes states argues
 recommends highlights
 • Expert’s name and credentials states …(author or title).

Page 5
                        

To Quote or Paraphrase? That is the question.
 • Use a quote when the original is extremely well-written or well-worded.
 Only 1/3 of your outside sources should be quotes in a research paper.
 • Use a paraphrase when the original is useful but not stylistically worded.
 A paraphrase takes an original sentence and rewords it; uses a different sentence structure; should not be more than 3 words in a row from the original text; and maintains the original meaning.
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Creating a Works Cited page
 Quick Tips

Page 7
                        

Creating a Works CitedA list of works cited for each source you use appears at the end of a paper. The main ingredients of a citation are: • Book: author’s name, title of book, place of publication,
 name of publisher, year of publication, medium• Magazine, Journal or Newspaper: author’s name, title of
 article, title of publication, volume, date of publication, section and/or page numbers, medium
 • Electronic and online Sources: author's name, title of article, title of resource, name of database, type of medium, date of document, date retrieved

Page 8
                        

Creating a Works Cited
 Arrangement of citations is:• first lines of entries are flush left and any
 subsequent lines are indented 5 spaces. • alphabetical order by the author’s family
 name (or by the first word of the title if no author is given.)

Page 9
                        

Citation TipsDates• day Month Year
 – 24 June 2011– 2 Feb. 2012
 Missing Information• If information for the citation is unavailable, generally you skip
 that part of the entry• For web site citations, use n.p. if no publisher name is available
 and n.d. if no publishing date is given.Teacher/Professor Rules• Requirements of your teacher take precedence over MLA rules

Page 10
                        

MLA citation sources
 • PSH library website• Most Databases provide citations• Purdue Owl
 https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/• Easy Bib– Manual entry
 https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/
 https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/
 http://easybib.com/
 http://easybib.com/
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Cite the book
 Berger, Jonah. Contagious: Why Things Catch on. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2013. Print.

Page 12
                        

Scholarly Article - Online Database
 Author(s). "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume.Issue (Year): pages. Database. Web. Date of Access.
 Vermillion, Chris, and Lorenzo Fagiano. "Electricity In The Air: Tethered Wind Energy Systems." Mechanical Engineering 139.9(2013): 13-21. Academic Search Elite. Web. 28 Oct. 2013.

Page 13
                        

Cite a page from a website
 Editor or author. Name of Site. Version number. Name of organization (sponsor or publisher), date. Web. Date of access.
 "Brock, Lou." Baseball Hall of Fame. National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum, n.d. Web. 28 Oct. 2013.
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