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                            	1. MLA Citation: Lots of Fun!ENG 101, 102, 112, 221, 228 Prof.
Holly Johnson


2. What is MLA citation? How do I get it? Is it contagious?
Basically MLA style citation is a system used in scholarly essay
writing to indicate what material came from someone besides the
author and to make it clear who wrote that original material. The
purpose of MLA citation is to avoid plagiarism and to give credit
to people for their ideas. Also, the quotes you use provide the
evidence to support your papers thesis; without them your paper
will not succeed and will not earn a passing grade. 3. What does
MLA mean? And are there other styles?MLA stands for Modern Language
Association. This agroup of language professors and other
professionalswho study the usage of written language and they
alsoset the standards for MLA citation.There ARE other types of
citation, such as APA whichstands for American Psychological
Association. In apsychology class you may use APA style, but
thegoal is the same: avoid plagiarism and indicate whosaid what and
where so as to give credit to people fortheir ideas. 4. Are MLA
citations and APA citations very different?The two styles are
different, for example APA usesfootnotes and end-notes plus
bibliography, whereas MLAuses in-text citations and a Works Cited
list.Fortunately it is easy to learn both. If you take psychology
or social sciencesyoull be taught APA. Most humanities studies use
MLA style, and thats whatwere learning. 5. Okay, so what are the
main features of MLA citation?MLA citation has TWO components
In-text + citationsWorksCited list 6. So supposing your instructor
askedyou, like on a quiz or exam orsomething, what the two
primarycomponents of MLA citation are, shewould expect you to say.
7. In-text +citations WorksCited list 8. What are in-text citations
exactly?As you are writing your essay, each time you are about to
refer tomaterial that came from someone or somewhere else --like
abook, an article, a website, or even something your professor or
afellow student said in class-- you come right out and tell
thereader where the idea came from.Then you indicate what the
person said by putting their words inblock quote or short quote
format, or OCASSIONALLY by using aparaphrase, and you follow that
up with a snippet of informationin parentheses that helps your
reader locate the original info.It sounds hard, but really it isnt.
9. Wait, before you go on with in-text citations, can you remindme
about short quote, block quote and paraphrase formats? Short
quotes: Short quotes are just that, short. When you want to quote
something thats 3 lines long or less, a short quote is perfect. Put
quotation marks around it and follow it with the page number in
parentheses. Block quotes: Sometimes you need to quote something
thats more than just a sentence or two, in which case you need a
block quote. Block quotes do not get quotation marks around them,
but you can see them easily because they drop down to a new line,
they are single spaced whereas the rest of the paper is double
spaced, and every line of the quote is indented. Paraphrases:
Occasionally it makes most sense to put another authors idea into
your own words because quoting it directly wouldnt work well with
the syntax of your lead-in sentence. 10. So what are the steps for
in-text citations exactly?There are three steps you always need to
follow for every quote you give, whether its short or long or a
paraphrase:1. Set up the quote - you need a sentence or two that
comes before the quote and which tells: who said it and in what
publication or text (if youre writing a research paperyou must also
explain why this person is a legitimate source.) what the context
of the quote is (what was going on in the text at the pointwhere
the quote came from).2. Give the quote itself, followed by the page
number in parentheses, or the main part of a web address if it came
from the web, or the date if it came from a lecture or interview.3.
Explain how the quote relates to your thesis. You need a sentence
or two after a quote to explain its relevance. If this is missing,
the quote doesnt do anything to support your critical thesis. 11.
That sounds complicated. Can I see someexamples of this
please?Example 1 - A short quote with in-text citation:In the
article Global Warmings Fast Approach from the Journal of
Science,Millard Anderson, a professor of meteorology at the
University of Virginia, writes:The impact of global warming is
already evident; many people have already diedfrom storms that
would not have been so deadly if not for global
warmingseffect(121). We usually think of global warming as
something that will just makeus uncomfortable, but Anderson shows
precisely how dangerous the phenomenonreally is by explaining how
it is linked to fatalities. 12. Do you see all the in-text citation
components?Heres the original authors name andthe contextHeres the
short quote: less than three lines withthe around it.In the article
Global Warmings Fast Approach from the Journal of Science,Millard
Anderson, a professor of meteorology at the University of
Virginia,writes: The impact of global warming is already evident;
many people havealready died from storms that would not have been
so deadly if not for globalwarmings affect(121). We usually think
of global warming as something thatwill just make us uncomfortable,
but Anderson shows precisely how dangerous thephenomenon really is
by explaining how it is linked to fatalities.Heres the page number
in parentheses at theend of the quote.Here are the lines where the
student explainshow the quote relates to her papers thesis. 13.
Example 2 - A block quote with in-text citation:In the book DNA
Unraveled, author Maria Stone, a forensics expert for the crime lab
ofPhiladelphia, explains how DNA can be used to exonerate falsely
convicted criminals. Shewrites: In many cases that occurred in the
1970s and earlier, before DNA testing was available, falsely
accused criminals are now proving their innocence by having DNA
samples examined. For example, a man who was accused of a rape and
convicted based on circumstantial evidence like matching a
description and being in the right location, can now ask for the
evidence boxes to be unsealed so that semen or saliva stained
garments from the victim can be tested. DNA does not go bad over
time if the evidence was collected properly. (109)Stone goes on to
clarify that DNA evidence is not a solution in every case, however,
the kindof case she mentions mirrors Waylan Marquettes case
exactly. Marquette is sitting on deathrow in Arkansas, but the
ability to prove his innocence exists. 14. Do you see all the
in-text citation components? Heres the original authors name and
Heres the block quote: more than three lines, the context single
spaced, with all lines indented and no .In the book DNA Unraveled,
author Maria Stone, a forensics expert for the crime lab
ofPhiladelphia, explains how DNA can be used to exonerate falsely
convicted criminals.She writes:In many cases that occurred in the
1970s and earlier, before DNA testing wasavailable, falsely accused
criminals are now proving their innocence byhaving DNA samples
examined. For example, a man who was accused of arape and convicted
based on circumstantial evidence like matching aHere are the
linesdescription and being in the right location, can now ask for
the evidencewhere the student boxes to be unsealed so that semen or
saliva stained garments from the victimexplains how thequote
relates to hercan be tested. DNA does not go bad over time if the
evidence was collectedpapers thesis.properly. (109) Heres the page
number inparentheses.Stone goes on to clarify that DNA evidence is
not a solution in every case, however, the kindof case she mentions
mirrors Waylan Marquettes case exactly. Marquette is sitting on
deathrow in Arkansas, but the ability to prove his innocence
exists. 15. Martin Luther King Jr.actually got in trouble
forpossible plagiarism in hisPh.D. thesis paper. In theend, his
Ph.D. wasntrevoked, but the questionsabout it have tarnished
hisotherwise impeccable imageto some extent.Example 3 - A
paraphrase with in-text citation:In his 1963 I Have a Dream speech
Martin Luther King describes howhe wants his own children to live
in a world where they are judged basedon their behaviors and
achievements rather than simply their race (4). Insome ways, we can
see Kings dream has been achieved, but in other waysit hasnt yet.
16. Heres the original authors nameand the contextHeres
theparaphrase: thestudent has put theoriginal quote intoher own
words.Do you see all the in-text citation components?In his 1963 I
Have a Dream speech Martin Luther King describeshow he wants his
own children to live in a world where they arejudged based on their
behaviors and achievements rather than simply Page numbertheir race
(4). In some ways, we can see Kings dream has been achieved,but in
other ways it hasnt yet.Here are the lines where thestudent
explains how the quoterelates to her papers thesis. 17. Paraphrases
sound easiest, why wont you let me use them the most in my
papers?Paraphrases are easy, but they are easy to do incorrectly as
well. Lotsof students forget that they have to do other things
BESIDES put theoriginal authors words in to their own words. They
may forget tointroduce the original author, provide the context,
put the page numberafter the paraphrase, or explain the relevance
of the paraphrase totheir thesis. Students may be plagiarizing,
even if they didnt mean to.Also, students may also recast the
original authors idea incorrectly,putting it into their own words
but not accurately capturing the originalauthors intent.So
paraphrases run a much higher risk for plagiarism than
regularquotes. They should be used as little as possible, and only
when to usethe original quote would be difficult syntactically. 18.
Okay, is there anything I need to do differently if Im writing a
research paper instead of just a regular paper?The one thing you
have to do differently with a research paper issay why the person
youre quoting is an expert or a legitimateauthority on the topic
they are talking about. That should go inthe two sentences before
the quote.Example: Dr. Pete Brosnan, head neurosurgeon at Johns
HopkinsMedical Center, in his article The Human Mind from Science
magazinewrites: In extreme cases of epilepsy, it may be necessary
to removeone lobe of the patients brain. There is enough redundancy
in thehuman brain for that person to be able to function(48).The
portion highlighted in red shows why this source islegitimate. For
more on this, see handouts on scholarly vs.unscholarly sources. 19.
Supposing Im writing a paper for a literature class andI want to
quote some lines of poetry, how do I do that?Quote the lines just
as if you were doing a short quote, butput a slash mark in wherever
there is a line break in theoriginal poem.Example: In the poem
There is no frigate like a book as itappears in The Norton
Anthology of Literature by Women, EmilyDickenson writes There is no
frigate like a book/ To take uslands away/ Nor any coursers like a
page/ of prancing poetry(3665). 20. Okay, I think I understand
about how to do in-text citationsfor short and block quotes, but
could you show me how todo it if the information I have comes from
a webpage? Andwhat do I do if I dont know who the author is?In
general you should avoid quoting something if you have no idea who
saidit, but sometimes you may find information on a webpage where
the authorisnt given but the institution that put the information
on the web is known tobe legitimate. For example you may want to
use some information from agovernment web page or from a site run
by a group of medical or otherexperts. When you quote from this
kind of source, follow the normalprocedure, but also explain what
the site is before giving the quote, andinstead of giving a page
number, give the CORE WEB ADDRESS.Example: Information provided by
the National Headache Association ontheir website, updated daily,
says: More than three in ten Americans sufferfrom one or more
headaches per week (www.nha.org).Now the actual link may look more
like this:http://www.nha.org/449na_oin/hippa/7rbr_headaches.htmlThe
long version goes on your Works Cited page, but the core goes
in-text. 21. Okay, I think I get the in-text citations, now
whatabout this Works Cited page you mentioned?A Works Cited page is
where you list all the sourcesyou mentioned in your paper, but
instead of justgiving the name of the book or webpage along withthe
authors name and the page number, you alsoprovide all the
publication information such as thepublishers name and location,
the year the book orarticle was published etc.The Works Cited page
goes at the end of your paperand starts at the top of a new page.
22. Here is aWorks Citedsample WorksCited page.Note how it Braudy,
Leo. The World in a Frame: What We See in Films. Chicago:says
WorksCited at the topUniversity of Chicago Press, 1976.See how the
Campbell, Joseph. The Hero With A Thousand Faces. New Jersey:
Princetonlistings come inalphabeticalUniversity Press, 1949.order
byDieckmann, Ute, Katherine Bradway, and Gareth Hill. Male and
Female,authors lastname, unlessFeminine and Masculine. San
Francisco, C.G. Jung Institute ofthere is noauthor and then San
Francisco Press, 1973.they go by thefirst letter of the Gordin,
Michael D. "The Science of Vodka." Letter. The New Yorker 13
Jan.title of the2003: 7.article."Ho Chi Minh." Encyclopaedia
Britannica. 2003. Britannica.com. 15 MayNotice how if2003 . a
listing runsonto aKindlon, Dan, and Thompson, Michael. Raising
Cain: Protecting the second orthird line, theEmotional Life of
Boys. New York: Ballentine Books, 1999.later linesPerera, Sylvia
Brinton. Descent to the Goddess: A Way of Initiation for are
indentedbut the firstWomen. Toronto, Inner City Books, 1989. one is
NOT.Also noteStoned On Ice. The Economist. 306.7537 (13 Feb. 1988):
81(2). Infotracthe whole listis double-Web: Expanded Academic ASAP.
Gale Group. 13 Oct. 2000.spaced. 23. Looking at that sample Works
Cited page it seems liketheres a special format for each type of
source you canhave. How am I going to learn and remember all
thosedifferent formats? You arent going to remember exactly how
toformat each type of source: book, article,webpage, etc. What you
ARE going to do is: 1. keep track of the publishing and/or
webinformation as you are writing your paper, and 2. when you are
done and ready to compile yourWorks Cited list, you will use a
reference thatwill tell you how to do each entry correctly. 24. So
what reference do I use to help me with my WorksCited list? Where
do I find that information?That information is located on the
Internet! The easiestto use reference is called Owl at Perdue
University.To access the information you can click here, or youcan
go to your Links page on the class website. Its thevery first link
at the top!Or you can go to Google and type in: works cited
owlperdue and it will be the first listing you get. 25. Whats this
Owl thing?Owl is just Perdue Universitys web page that
describesexactly how to format a Works Cited page. It looks like
this: 26. So youre saying if I go to Owl it will show meexactly
what to do to format my Works Cited page?Thats right. At the bottom
of the main page, which shows how to dobasic book formats, there
are a list of links for all other types ofsources such as
electronic sources etc. It looks like this: 27. Are you sure I can
get to that Owl page from our classLinks page?Yup. Heres the top of
our class links page:Theresthe Owllink. 28. Okay, so can you review
all this for me? Imfeeling overloaded.Sure thing! You can also go
back and watch thisagain. Take notes; it will help the info stick
in yourhead better. But first, lets review. 29. MLA style citations
are commonly used in scholarlywriting and is learned by college
studentseverywhere. There are other styles too, but thisone is used
for humanities classes. MLA standsfor Modern Language
Association.When we write papers we use MLA citation forseveral
reasons:1. to give people credit for their ideas2. to support our
own ideas and strengthen our critical arguments3. to avoid
plagiarism 30. MLA citation has two primary components: In-text
+Works citationsCited list 31. In-text citation is used EVERY time
you givea short quote, block quote or paraphrase.It has three basic
components:1. Give the authors name, the title of the publication,
and the context of the quote (in research papers also explain why
the author is a legitimate scholarly source)2. Give the quote in
either short or block quote format3. After the quote explain how
the quote relates to your thesis. 32. Avoid paraphrasesbecause they
carry avery high risk for plagiarism. 33. The Works Cited page
comes at the end ofyour essay, on its own separate page and isa
list of all the sources you cited in-text butwith more information
about each.The Works Cited list follows a very specificformat that
you need to look up each timeyou go to write one. The info for how
to do itis located on the web at the Owl website.NOTE: Keep track
of all web and publisherinformation for each source you are using
as you goalong so you dont have to find it again when you goto
write your Works Cited page. 34. MLA citation:EVERY QUOTE, EVERY
TIME,NO EXCEPTIONS! 35. END
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