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                            This document is posted to help you gain knowledge. Please leave a comment to let me know what you think about it! Share it to your friends and learn new things together.
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 Fun & sun!- Merriam’s summer event guide -
 Summer’s here and what’s not to like? The return of warmer weather, fresh fruits and veggies from the farmers’ market, diving into the cool refreshing water at the aquatic center, and listening to local artists at Merriam’s Friday night concerts . . . Merriam seems to come alive in the summer!
 Looking for something fun to do this summer? Want to learn more about your community and its history? The Merriam Visitors Bureau has created a summertime social media scavenger hunt designed to get families outdoors
 and explore Merriam! To read all about the details and how to participate, visit www.exploremerriam.com and click on the scavenger hunt logo. The scavenger hunt begins during National Tourism Week on May 7th and runs through July 5th. We invite you to explore our city this summer and all of the exciting things to do and see!
 A message from Mayor Ken Sissom
 As you read this message, the flowers will be blooming and the birds of winter have made their return. Merriam is a beautiful place during this season!
 As your mayor, I have much optimism for the future of our great little city. It seems the economy has turned the corner and there is very positive news for Merriam.
 Several months ago, the voters overwhelmingly passed the extension of a sales tax that will go far to fix streets and some of our much needed drainage projects. You will start to see progress on these projects this summer and for years to come.
 Very soon, you should also start seeing a flurry of construction in two of our dormant redevelopment projects. If successful, these projects will bring new residents and many new jobs to Merriam, as well as increased sales tax revenues.
 We are in the process of putting together the 2012 Merriam budget and it is my goal to completely fund all city departments so that they can continue to provide the excellent city services, to which we have all grown accustom. My goal is to do this without any increase in your city property taxes.
 The successes I have mentioned could not have happened without the support of our dedicated and professional city staff and the many fine businesses and citizens of Merriam. This makes it a great pleasure to be your Mayor.
 Have a safe and happy summer!
 Mayor Ken Sissom pictured with, daughter-in-law Amber, son Kyle, and wife Cathy, at Merriam’s annual Flags 4 Freedom event.
 - explore our city -
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2 MERRIAM HIGHLIGHTS
 Merriam Farmers’ Market -
 The Merriam Farmers’ Market had a record year in 2010, with more than 17,000 patrons visiting the market full of produce, plants, honey, handmade arts and crafts, baked goods and more. We look forward to having more patrons in 2011, as we have had numerous requests to come sell at the market this year.
 The Merriam Marketplace is located in the downtown Merriam historic district at 5740 Merriam Drive. The facility features a new electronic signboard and a PA system will be used during market days and special events.
 Shoppers enjoy a park-like setting next to Turkey Creek, with access to Turkey Creek Streamway Park and Werner Park. We offer the following benefits for our vendors at one of the most beautiful facilities in the metropolitan area.
 • Free live entertainment each Saturday- patrons love it!• Chef Demonstrations, and more. • Convenient paved parking for patrons, just steps from our vendor space.• Convenient access from I-35, Johnson & Merriam Drive.
 The Farmers’ Market is open 7 AM to 1 PM, Saturdays (May 7th - Oct. 29th), and Wednesdays (June 1st -Oct. 26th). For more information, call 322-5550 or visit www.merriam.org/park/Marketplace.
 2011 Turkey Creek Festival -
 The City of Merriam will hold its Annual Turkey Creek Festival, parade, and 5K fun run on Sat. May 21, 2011. All activities (except 5K run) take place at the beautiful, Antioch Park. The day is filled with events for everyone to enjoy, most of the activities are FREE!
 7 AM Merriam/Shawnee Noon Lions pancake breakfast 8 AM Merriam Turkey Creek Festival 5K Run, walk/stroller & youth
 sprints (Irene B. French Community Center)10 AM Festival begins in Antioch Park -- Over 90 arts & crafts
 vendors, children’s activities, petting zoo, pony rides, pedal boats, air structures, giant slide, obstacle course, bounce houses, adrenaline rush, monster murals, train ride, make and take wooden projects and more! New this year a juried fine arts show.
 11 AM Parade (down Antioch Road from 69th Street to park entrance).NOON Free main stage concert featuring classic rock performer
 “Toe Jam”1 PM Free fire pit concert featuring blue grass performer
 “The Rythmia” 3 PM Free main stage concert featuring rock-a-billy performer “Miss
 Major and Her Minor Mood Swings”
 For a complete list of activities visit www.merriam.org/park.
 Beat the heat at the Merriam Aquatic Center - Looking for some healthy and affordable family fun this summer? Look no further than your hometown aquatic center. Summer fun begins in Merriam on Sunday, May 29th, when the Merriam Aquatic Center opens for the season with a free swim for Merriam residents (must show proof of Merriam residency to the aquatic center cashier).
 Merriam Aquatic Center is located at 6040 Slater in Vavra Park. It features a 50 meter pool with diving boards and 25 meter lap lane, and two large water slides with plunge pool. The zero depth pool is a popular feature for families with children age 8 and under. New additions to the zero depth pool this summer include a floating lobster and whale themed slide. Shade structures and concessions area are also provided.
 Popular aquatic center programs include swim lessons, Merriam Dolphins Swim and Dive Team, Aqua Aerobics and special events such as Dive-In-Theater and Pooch Paddle. Having a party this summer? The facility is available for rental for after-hours private parties.
 Season passes go on sale beginning May 2nd at Irene B. French Community Center. For additional information, see the attached Merriam Parks and Recreation summer catalogue or visit www.merriam.org/park
 Music at the Marketplace: Free summer concert series - Bring a lawn chair and enjoy the sounds of local musicians under our beautiful Marketplace pavilion!
 Merriam’s free summer concert series kicks off Friday, June 10th, and continues to delight every FRIDAY night through August 12th. The music kicks off at 6:30 PM at the Merriam Marketplace (5740 Merriam Drive). For a complete list of featured acts, visit www.merriam.org/park
 Celebrate National Trails Day -
 Help the City of Merriam celebrate National Trails Day on Saturday, June 4th with the dedication of the final phase of the Turkey Creek Streamway Trail. The ceremony will be held at 10 AM at Waterfall Park (51st & Merriam Drive). Light refreshments will be served, souvenir t-shirts will be provided.
 Following the dedication, citizens will be encouraged to walk or bike the new trail section. The newly completed trail section is an estimated 0.4 mile long, connecting the trail from Waterfall Park to Antioch Road & 49th Terrace along the East side of Merriam Drive.
 With the completion of this phase, the Turkey Creek Streamway Trail now extends 4.3 miles from Merriam’s southern border at 75th Street to northern border at Antioch Road. The trail extension was constructed by Merriam Public Works Department and funded by the 1/8 cent sales tax for Merriam Drive improvements.
 For more information, visit www.merriam.org/park or call 322-5550.
 Merriam Parks & Recreation summertime news & events
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3SUMMER 2011
 As you may know on January 29th, our great state celebrated its 150th year as a free state.
 Even though this one day event has come and gone, such a memorable occasion deserves a year-long celebration. To that end, we’ve provided a few great links to Kansas 150 events and activities across the state in 2011:
 • For starters, the Merriam Visitors Bureau is offering a contest through Facebook. Become a fan at www.facebook.com/ExploreMerriam
 and you’ll be in the running to win a prize pack valued at $150 once we reach 500 fans!
 • The State of Kansas has developed a website, www.ks150.kansas.gov, with a comprehensive list of Kansas 150 events and activities in celebration of the sesquicentennial!
 • And be sure to visit the “150 Things I Love About Kansas” special exhibit at the Kansas State Historical Society in Topeka now through December 31, 2011.
 Happy Birthday Kansas!
 Hey Kansas -- 150 years looks good on you!
 The Merriam Parks, Recreation and Community Center Foundation is selling “Merriam… Just Right!” license plates. Proceeds from the sale of the plates will benefit the Foundation in their efforts to support parks and recreation programs in the City of Merriam.
 Fundraising efforts by the Foundation have supported the installation of a new floor for the community center gymnasium, art gallery wall covering and lighting, game room furniture,
 support for the Merriam Dolphins swim team, summer concerts at the Merriam Marketplace, pool membership scholarships for qualifying families, and Heartland Artist Exhibition annual
 purchase award of original art to hang in city buildings.
 Display your community pride and support our local parks program! Merriam license plates may be purchased at the Irene B. French Community Center (5701 Merriam Drive) for a $20 donation.
 For questions about purchasing the plates, call the Merriam Parks & Recreation Department at 913-322-5500.
 Drive with pride - purchase your Merriam license plate today
 The Merriam Parks, Recreation and Community Center Foundation will host this year’s “Flags 4 Freedom” event in our downtown and surrounding areas from Saturday, June 25th through Tuesday, July 5, 2011.
 Businesses and neighborhoods will be transformed into a sea of red, white and blue as Flags 4 Freedom organizers setup and place over 3,000 United States flags at the Merriam Marketplace, Irene B. French Community Center, and lining the streets of Downtown Merriam.
 Everyone is invited to stop by and view this astonishing display of patriotism and community pride.
 Flags may be dedicated to honor friends and loved ones by sponsoring a dedication ribbon. Proceeds from the event will benefit the Merriam Community Center Foundation.
 A patriotic program is being tentatively scheduled for July 4th. For more information about the event and volunteer opportunities, please visit www.flags4freedom.org.
 Patriotic flag display returns to downtown Merriam
 The Merriam Police and Fire Departments will be participating in the Annual National Night Out Against Crime on Tuesday August 2, 2011.
 “America’s Night Out Against Crime” is an annual event that allows citizens and first responders (Police and Fire) to get together. Residents are invited to join us for a citywide,
 family friendly, National Night Out Against Crime event at Vavra Park (6040 Slater) on Tuesday, August 2nd at 6 PM.
 If you have any questions about the event please call 322-5560 or visit www.merriam.org/MPD. For more information on the National Night Out visit www.natw.org/nno.
 Merriam hosts National Night Out
 The Merriam Police Department will be hosting a Citizens Police Academy in September. The Academy will start on September 13, 2011. It is a 10 week course that meets every Tuesday night from 6:00 PM until about 9:30 PM.
 The classes will cover all areas of police operations including: an overview of the Merriam PD, basic patrol officer duties, traffic enforcement, emergency vehicle operation, search and seizure law, domestic violence, property and person crime investigations,
 traffic accident investigation, less than lethal force options, firearms, use of force liability, defensive tactics, S.W.A.T. operations, and DUI investigations.
 This is a fun class for both the participants and the Police Officer Instructors. You will have the opportunity to meet many of the Merriam Police Officers. You will get to know a little about them and why they choose to be police officers in the City of Merriam.
 You can enroll in the academy by going to the Merriam Police Department website at www.merriam.org/MPD
 Do you have an interest in police? Join the Citizen Police Academy
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 The City of Merriam will conduct its spring clean-up campaign during the week of April 18th through 22nd.
 Items such as furniture, large appliances, carpet, and bulky items are to be put curbside before your scheduled pickup day.
 A one-time pickup in your area will occur as outlined to the right. Set items curbside before the day of your pickup or before 7 AM the day of your scheduled pickup.
 If you are a senior citizen or resident with disabilities, please call the Public Works Department at 322-5570 and you will be placed on a list of citizens needing assistance in removal of large items from the home or yard.
 The following items will NOT be picked up:
 • Routine trash (goes to local trash service)• Concrete, asphalt, cinder blocks, or rocks• Landscaping timber/railroad ties• Tree branches, brush, firewood, leaves, and
 yard waste• Roofing materials/shingles, lumber, sheet
 rock and other building materials• Paint cans, chemicals, tires, motor oil, brake
 fluid, gas/gas tanks, diesel fuel, pesticides, and other household hazardous waste
 Do not load items into truck beds, trailers or inside containers you wish to keep.
 For more information, visit www.merriam.org, or call 322-5570.
 Large item clean-up scheduled for April 18th - 22nd
 With warmer weather approaching, it’s time to turn our attention towards getting outdoors and addressing those things that this time of year brings.
 The Community Development Department would like to remind residents that weeds and grass must be maintained below 10 inches in height in order to be in compliance with City ordinance.
 All residential properties are required to have trash service. With new families moving into the City of Merriam and with new waste and recycling containers provided by disposal service companies, we wanted to take this time
 to remind residents of requirements for proper storage of trash and waste containers.
 Please be advised that waste and recycling containers may only be stored outdoors when placed behind the front of a residence and screened from view. Waste and recycling containers should be placed curbside for pick-up no more than 24 hours prior to scheduled pick-up.
 If you have any questions or concerns regarding code issues within the City of Merriam, please contact the Community Development Department offices at 322-5520.
 We would like to thank you in advance for your cooperation with these matters and express our appreciation for your help in keeping Merriam, “Just right”!
 Summertime maintenance reminders
 On behalf of the Merriam Fire Department and the National Fire Protection Association, we would like to provide you with some summer safety tips to help make your summer safer.
 Scooter, bike and pedestrian safety
 Scooters, bikes, in-line skates and skateboards are associated with numerous injuries yearly.
 • Wear a comfortable, properly fitted helmet bearing the label of an independent testing lab. Be sure that the helmet sits level on top of the head and always fasten the strap.
 • Be sure that safety gear (wrist, elbow and kneepads) fits properly and does not interfere with the rider’s movement, vision or hearing
 • Ride scooters and bikes only on smooth, paved surfaces and only ride during daylight hours.
 • Learn the proper hand signals and use them when you turn or stop.
 • Come to a complete stop before entering driveways, paths or sidewalks, then look
 left, right and left again for bikes, cars or pedestrians heading your way.
 Water Safety
 • Extra caution should be used when around water, for children and adults. Only swim in approved areas.
 • Always supervise children near water at all times and make sure that children learn to swim.
 • Check the depth of the water with a lifeguard before jumping in.
 Camping Safety Tips
 • Always use a flame retardant tent and set up camp far away from the campfire.
 • Only use flashlights or battery-powered lanterns inside the tent or any other closed space, not liquid-filled heaters or lanterns.
 • Always build your campfire down wind away from your tent. Clear all vegetation and dig a pit surrounded by rocks before building your campfire.
 • Store liquid fire starter away from your tent and campfire and only use dry kindling to freshen a campfire.
 • Always put out a campfire when going to sleep or leaving the campsite. To extinguish the fire, cover with dirt or pour water over it.
 Fireworks
 • All consumer fireworks are illegal in Merriam and illegal use may result in a fine.
 • According to the NFPA, fireworks lead to thousands of injuries requiring emergency room treatment each year. Many fireworks can cause burns, lacerations, amputations and blindness. Stay safe by always leaving fireworks to professionals.
 • Stay back at least 500 feet from professional fireworks displays.
 • If you find fireworks, do not touch them, but instead direct authorities to them.
 For additional summertime safety tips, visit www.merriam.org/MFD.
 Summer safety tips
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