

    

        


        
        
                        
                
            
                    


        
            	
                    City of Merriam, Kansas
                
	
                    
                        Home
                    
                
	
                    
                        Comments
                    
                


        


        
    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                                                    
    
        

        


        
            I have been aﬃliated with the City of Merriam for nearly 30 years, and in that me, it has become apparent that Merriam is a very special place, for many diﬀerent reasons. In my message, I would like to share a couple of examples. The ﬁrst example involves economic development and ﬁnancial security. On January 19, 2012, I had the great pleasure of giving my “State of the City” address in front of over 100 area civic and municipal leaders at the Northeast Chamber of Commerce luncheon in Mission. In my address, I outlined the progress our city has experienced over the past year. In Merriam we have maintained excellent city services with no employee layoﬀs, and without raising property taxes. During this me we have witnessed homes being built in our new Timber Ridge Development. I am sure you have noced busy construcon going on at Merriam Pointe at 67 th and I-35. Soon we will have a grand new Toyota and Lexus Dealerships. By the me this message is published the remaining porons of this development will likely be under contract for full compleon. There are also other plans in progress that will make 2012 one of the most excing years in Merriam history. The city council has connued their commitment toward ﬁnancial security, making sure we have adequate reserves in place. Luckily, we saw an increase in sales tax revenues in 2011, which may indicate the end of the economic downturn. It also helps that Merriam has an impressive number of quality businesses, which contribute greatly to our boom line through employment and sales tax revenues. The second example of Merriam’s greatness has to do with volunteerism. We are blessed with many cizen and business volunteers that help to make this such a wonderful and unique place to work and live. These volunteers involve individuals and organizaons, engaged in serving their community and helping their fellow cizens. One group is the Downtown Merriam Partnership (DMP), which is an organizaon of Merriam businesses located along or near Merriam Drive. They have been very acve in serving our community and are the driving force behind the annual Christmas Dinner for Merriam Residents each December. The DMP, joined by other volunteers, provided a great meal at no cost to nearly 300 Merriam residents in 2011. The past two years they got help from members of the Crest Bible Church, who relocated last year in the old South Park School. The DMP has also worked with Merriam Park School in providing funding for meals for underprivileged students at me when the school is not in session. Another impressive volunteer involves a group called Neighbors Helping Neighbors. Published for Merriam Residents & Businesses SPRING / SUMMER 2012 MERRIAM HIGHLIGHTS CITY OF MERRIAM, KANSAS 6200 EBY STREET MERRIAM, KS 66202-2815 PRESORT STANDARD U.S. POSTAGE PAID PERMIT NO. 576 SHAWNEE MISSION, KS www.merriam.org | (913) 322-5500 | [email protected] A Message from Mayor Sissom - See “Mayor’s Message”, connued on page two... SAVE THE DATE: Large item clean-up scheduled for April 16 th - 20 th THE CITY OF MERRIAM WILL conduct its spring clean-up campaign during the week of April 16 th through 20 th . LARGE ITEMS SUCH AS FURNITURE, appliances, carpets/rugs, and other miscellaneous large items are to be put curbside before your scheduled pickup day. THE FOLLOWING ITEMS WILL NOT be picked up: • Routine trash • Concrete, asphalt, cinder blocks, or rocks • Landscaping timber/railroad ties • Tree branches, brush, ﬁrewood, leaves, or yard waste • Rooﬁng materials/shingles, lumber, sheet rock, and other building materials • Paint cans, chemicals, tires, motor oil, brake ﬂuid, gas/gas tanks, diesel fuel, or pesticides ITEMS MUST BE CURBSIDE BEFORE 7:00 AM on the day of your scheduled pickup. FOR A COMPLETE PICK-UP SCHEDULE, visit www.merriam.org, or call (913) 322-5570. 
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                            This document is posted to help you gain knowledge. Please leave a comment to let me know what you think about it! Share it to your friends and learn new things together.
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I have been affiliated with the City of Merriam for nearly 30 years, and in that time, it has become apparent that Merriam is a very special place, for many different reasons. In my message, I would like to share a couple of examples.
 The first example involves economic development and financial security. On January 19, 2012, I had the great pleasure of giving my “State of the City” address in front of over 100 area civic and municipal leaders at the Northeast Chamber of Commerce luncheon in Mission. In my address, I outlined the progress our city has experienced over the past year. In Merriam we have maintained excellent city services with no employee layoffs, and without raising property taxes.
 During this time we have witnessed homes being built in our new Timber Ridge Development. I am sure you have noticed busy construction going on at Merriam Pointe at 67th and I-35. Soon we will have a grand new Toyota and Lexus Dealerships. By the time this message is published the remaining portions of this development will likely be under contract for full completion. There are also other plans in progress that will make 2012 one of the most exciting years in Merriam history.
 The city council has continued their commitment toward financial security, making sure we have adequate reserves in place. Luckily, we saw an increase in sales tax revenues in 2011, which
 may indicate the end of the economic downturn. It also helps that Merriam has an impressive number of quality businesses, which contribute greatly to our bottom line through employment and sales tax revenues.
 The second example of Merriam’s greatness has to do with volunteerism. We are blessed with many citizen and business volunteers that help
 to make this such a wonderful and unique place to work and live.
 These volunteers involve individuals and organizations, engaged in serving their community and helping their fellow citizens.
 One group is the Downtown Merriam Partnership (DMP), which is an organization of Merriam businesses located along or near Merriam Drive.
 They have been very active in serving our community and are the driving force behind the annual Christmas Dinner for Merriam Residents each December. The DMP, joined by other volunteers, provided a great meal at no cost to nearly 300 Merriam residents in 2011. The past two years they got help from members of the Crest Bible Church, who relocated last year in the old South Park School. The DMP has also worked with Merriam Park School in providing funding for meals for underprivileged students at time when the school is not in session.
 Another impressive volunteer involves a group called Neighbors Helping Neighbors.
 Published for Merriam Residents & Businesses SPRING / SUMMER 2012
 MERRIAM HIGHLIGHTS CITY OF MERRIAM, KANSAS 6200 EBY STREET MERRIAM, KS 66202-2815
 PRESORT STANDARDU.S. POSTAGE
 PAIDPERMIT NO. 576
 SHAWNEE MISSION, KS
 www.merriam.org | (913) 322-5500 | [email protected]
 A Message from Mayor Sissom
 - See “Mayor’s Message”, continued on page two...
 SAVE THE DATE: Large item clean-up scheduled for April 16th - 20th
 THE CITY OF MERRIAM WILL conduct its spring clean-up campaign during the week of April 16th through 20th.
 LARGE ITEMS SUCH AS FURNITURE, appliances, carpets/rugs, and other miscellaneous large items are to be put curbside before your scheduled pickup day.
 THE FOLLOWING ITEMS WILL NOT be picked up:• Routine trash• Concrete, asphalt, cinder blocks, or rocks• Landscaping timber/railroad ties• Tree branches, brush, firewood, leaves, or yard
 waste• Roofing materials/shingles, lumber, sheet
 rock, and other building materials• Paint cans, chemicals, tires, motor oil, brake
 fluid, gas/gas tanks, diesel fuel, or pesticides
 ITEMS MUST BE CURBSIDE BEFORE 7:00 AM on the day of your scheduled pickup.
 FOR A COMPLETE PICK-UP SCHEDULE, visit www.merriam.org, or call (913) 322-5570.
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2 MERRIAM HIGHLIGHTS
 Their efforts have assisted senior residents with their property repairs in order improve their quality of life and bring their properties up to standards concerning city codes.
 Recently, City Councilman Al Frisby started a home weatherization program to assist Merriam Citizens who need some help with home winter weatherization. Using funds from a DMP grant, this program provides materials and labor for senior and underprivileged residents who need help with calking, and other minor weatherization related repairs in effort to save energy and reduce costs. If you are interested in this program, please call Councilman Al Frisby at 913-206-5354.
 Finally there are many residents who help out with programs connected with our Parks and Recreation efforts. Each year in May the city sponsors the Turkey Creek Festival in Antioch Park. In July, we have a spectacular patriotic flag display called Flags 4 Freedom and in the fall the city hosts the Turkey Creek Car Show at the Merriam Marketplace in partnership with the DMP. None of these events could happen without the help of volunteers. I also need to acknowledge the fine efforts of our services clubs. The Kiwanis and Lions Clubs meet regularly and are involved in many wonderful projects that benefit our community.
 Merriam is a wonderful place, and these are only a few reasons why. If you are not already doing so, please consider getting involved in your community to make a difference. This will insure that Merriam continues to be a great little city.
 Mayor Ken Sissom
 Mayors Message (cont. from page one) ~ Redevelopment updatesAs you drive around Merriam, you may notice some positive changes in our neighborhoods. Over the past months, the City of Merriam has seen a significant increase the amount of commercial development taking place.
 If you have questions regarding these or other projects around Merriam, contact the Community Development Department at 913-322-5520.
 Here is a look at some of the projects currently under construction in Merriam:
 Superior Toyota
 Superior Toyota is in the process of constructing a new facility at the southwest corner of W. 67th Street and I-35. Once completed, they will move their operations from their facility currently located on Shawnee Mission Parkway.
 QuickTrip
 QuikTrip has been approved to build a new concept store at the southeast corner of Eby Street and Johnson Drive. The store design departs from their traditional look and will be a welcome addition to the Johnson Drive corridor. They have been moving a lot of dirt to prepare the site and will begin construction in the first part of 2012.
 Jack in the Box
 Jack in the Box has been approved to build a new store at the southwest corner of Eby Street and Johnson Drive. It will be located right across the street from the QuikTrip also under construction. Jack in the Box is currently working with the power company to relocate some existing power lines. Construction is expected to begin once the power line relocation is complete.
 Southridge Car Wash
 A new car wash has been constructed on the site of the former Perkins Restaurant. The new building is a welcome addition along the Shawnee Mission Parkway corridor and has set a high standard of redevelopment for this area.
 Russell Stover
 Russell Stover Candies has been approved to build a new building at their current location. The proposed building will be similar to one built in Fairway along Shawnee Mission Parkway.
 Vacations = Improved health & better relationships!Did you know that taking a vacation can improve your health? Most of us are aware that vacations can reduce stress, but did you know how much?
 Check out this list of benefits*:• An annual vacation can cut a person’s risk of
 heart attack by 50%• The more frequent the vacations, the longer
 men lived (Framingham Heart Study)• Women who take more vacations are more
 satisfied with their marriages• Blood pressure, heart rate and levels of
 epinephrine (a stress hormone) decline during holidays of only 1-2 days
 • Travelers rate their overall health one full point higher (on a scale of 1-5) while on vacation
 • Vacationers get three times more deep sleep after vacation and sleep almost 20 minutes longer
 And the list of health benefits goes on and on.
 If you want to reap the benefits of reduced stress and improved health, try to schedule a little escape for yourself or your family this year.
 Here in Kansas City, we have a ton of exciting opportunities for visitors to our region. Here’s a quick list of suggested activities:• Merriam Turkey Creek Festival, May 19th
 • One Hill of a Run (5K), May 19th
 • SeaLife Aquarium –NEW!• LegoLand Kansas City – NEW!• Schlitterbahn Water Park• Kansas City Zoo• Overland Park Arboretum• Worlds and Oceans of Fun• Picnic at Antioch ParkThe Merriam Visitors Bureau is pleased to assist you with ideas, maps, brochures and directions. Give us a call at 913-403-8999, find us on Facebook, or visit www.exploremerriam.com for more information.
 *information provided by the U.S. Travel Association
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3SPRING / SUMMER 2012
 Merriam Farmers’ Market -
 The 2012 Merriam Farmers’ Market will be open 7 AM to 1 PM, Saturdays beginning May 5th through Oct. 13th. Shop local and buy fresh produce at the Merriam Farmers’ Market. Vine-ripened tomatoes, “just-picked” juicy melons, flowering baskets, herbs, annuals and perennials, home-baked cookies and breads, and hand-crafted artwork. You’ll find all of these and more from the vendors at the Merriam Marketplace this season!
 The Merriam Marketplace is located in the downtown Merriam historic district at 5740 Merriam Drive. Shoppers enjoy a park-like setting next to Turkey Creek, with access to Turkey Creek Streamway Park and Werner Park. We offer the following benefits for our vendors at one of the most beautiful facilities in the metropolitan area.
 • Convenient paved parking for patrons, just steps from our vendor space. • Free live entertainment each Saturday- patrons love it!• Chef Demonstrations, and more.
 For more information, call 322-5550 or visit www.merriam.org/park.
 2012 Turkey Creek Festival -
 The City of Merriam will hold its Annual Turkey Creek Festival and 5K fun run on Sat. May 19, 2012. All activities (except 5K run) take place at the beautiful, Antioch Park. The day is filled with events for everyone to enjoy, most of the activities are FREE!
 7 AM Merriam/Shawnee Noon Lions pancake breakfast 8 AM 5K Run, walk/stroller & youth sprints (5701 Merriam Dr.)10 AM Festival begins in Antioch Park -- Over 90 arts & crafts vendors
 children’s activities, petting zoo, pony rides, pedal boats inflatable games, train ride, make and take projects, concerts and more!
 11 AM Free main stage concert with children’s songs by “Funky Mama”1 PM Free fire pit concert featuring “The Bill Crain Group” (jazz)3 PM Free main stage concert featuring “51% Blues”
 For a complete list of activities visit www.merriam.org/park.
 Beat the heat at the Merriam Aquatic Center -
 Looking for some healthy and affordable family fun this summer? Look no further than your hometown aquatic center at 6040 Slater in beautiful Vavra Park.
 Summer fun begins in Merriam on Sunday, May 27th when the aquatic center opens for the season with a free swim for Merriam residents (must show proof of Merriam residency to the aquatic center cashier).
 The aquatic center includes a 50 meter pool with diving boards and 25 meter lap lane, and two large water slides with plunge pool. The zero depth pool is a popular feature for families with children age 8 and under and includes water riders, small slides and floating sea creatures. Shade structures and concessions area are also provided for your comfort.
 The Superpass add-on option is available again this summer for season pass holders. Merriam has joined forces with the northeast Johnson County cities of Prairie Village, Roeland Park, Mission, Leawood and Fairway to provide our residents with reciprocal access to area city pools.
 Season passes go on sale beginning May 1st at Irene B. French Community Center. See complete information on the aquatic center fees and programs in the attached Merriam Parks and Recreation summer catalogue, or visit www.merriam.org/park.
 Free summer concert series -
 Bring a lawn chair and enjoy the sounds of local musicians under our beautiful Marketplace pavilion!
 Music @ the Marketplace, Merriam’s free summer concert series kicks off Friday, June 15th, and continues to delight every FRIDAY night through July 27th. The music kicks off at 6:30 PM at the Merriam Marketplace (5740 Merriam Drive).
 And make plans to join us as we bring the concert to you, with Merriam’s Party in YOUR Park Concerts. Listen to “Valentine & The Nights” (variety music) at Quail Creek Park on June 8th, and “The Brew” (60’s & 70’s music) on August 10th at Campbell Park.
 For a complete list of featured acts, visit www.merriam.org/park.
 Discover one of Merriam’s hidden treasures: the Tim Murphy Art Gallery at the Irene B. French Community Center -
 Located inside the Irene B. French Community Center on the third level (elevator provided), the Tim Murphy Art Gallery features monthly exhibits by local and regional artists.
 The mission is to increase public awareness of the visual arts by providing a setting for exhibition and education. All exhibits are free to the public and many artists will have originals and prints for sale to the public.
 A special wine and cheese reception will take place from 7 - 8 PM, on opening night for all new exhibits. These receptions are free and open to the public.
 For a list of upcoming exhibits, and a preview of the works on display, visit www.merriam.org/park.
 Merriam Parks & Recreation summertime events
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 Spring/Summer property maintenance remindersWith spring upon us and summer approaching, it is time to turn our attention towards getting outdoors and addressing those things that this time of year bring.
 The Community Development Department would like to remind residents that weeds & grass must be maintained below 10 inches in height in order to be in compliance with city ordinance.
 As new county wide waste disposal regulations begin, please remember that all residential properties are required to have trash service. However, as expanded waste services lead to an increase in the number of waste containers, please help keep our City looking great by
 ensuring that waste and recycle containers stored outdoors are screened from view and are well maintained. Items may be placed curbside for pick-up no more than 24 hours prior to scheduled pick-up.
 As the weather warms up and your summer to-do list begins to grow, please remember to check with the City of Merriam Community Development Department prior to starting your building projects. Many common summer building projects require permits from the City. Some of these include decks, driveways, fences, pools, and sheds. If you are not sure whether or not something on your to-do list requires a permit, contact us at 913-322-5520
 Should you have any questions or concerns regarding code issues within the City of Merriam, please contact the Community Development office at 913-322-5520.
 We would like to thank you in advance for your cooperation with these matters and express our appreciation for your help in keeping Merriam “Just Right”.
 Where there’s smoke, there’s...
 You know the answer. – “where there’s smoke – there’s fire”. The real question is whether you would know if there is a fire in your house.
 It is a proven fact that smoke alarms save lives. Your chances of surviving a fire are increased by 50%, if you have a working smoke alarm. However, a smoke alarm is not something you attach to your ceiling and forget about. Smoke alarms must be installed properly and maintained, so that they will be ready and able to alert you if there is a fire.
 As of January 1, 1999, all Kansas homes are required to have a working smoke alarm on every level. All new homes being constructed today are even required to have a smoke alarm installed in each bedroom as well. New homes have 110 volt alarms with battery back-up and they are interconnected so that when one activates, they all activate.
 Unfortunately, we have found that approximately 1/3 of all smoke alarms are not functioning. Make sure yours isn’t one of them by vacuuming and testing it monthly. If it’s battery operated, you should change its batteries whenever you change your clock in the spring and again in the fall. Some alarms have a 10-year (long life) lithium battery. Mark the date you purchased this detector on the inside cover, so you will know when to replace it. All smoke alarms over 10 years old should be replaced regardless of whether it appears to be working.
 Some recent studies have suggested that some
 children may not wake up to a smoke alarm. The only way to know for sure is to test your alarm in the middle of the night to see if your children awaken. If they don’t, you can install alarms above their bed; install an alarm that also projects a bright strobe light, or you can install a device that will vibrate the bed. Waking them is only half the battle; now teach them how to get out.
 The Merriam Fire Department, Johnson County Fire & Emergency Chiefs’ Association, Heart of America Chiefs, and the Kansas Department of Health & Environment wishes to ensure that you are protected. Through our partnerships with these organizations, we are pleased to be able to provide Merriam residents with a free smoke alarm and/or carbon monoxide alarm.
 Please contact us at (913) 322-5530 and set up an appointment today -- before our supply runs out. Your safety is our utmost concern!
 Fireworks of any kind are prohibited in MerriamHave you heard the saying “It’s all fun and games until someone gets hurt”?
 Each year on July 4th, we celebrate our country’s independence. Celebrations often include cooking out on the grill with family and friends. Unfortunately, it sometimes includes the shooting of fireworks. Although this can be exciting, it can easily turn tragic. Fires and injuries often accompany this type of activity.
 This is the busiest day of the year for fires. According the National Fire Protection Agency (NFPA) in 2009, there were over 18,000 reported fireworks related fires. There were 1,300 structure fires, 400 vehicle fires, and 16,300 outside/other fires. There was over 38 million dollars in property damage. And there were over 8,800 civilian injuries.
 Did you know that Sparklers burn at 1,200 degrees Fahrenheit? Did you know that all bottle rockets are illegal in the State of Kansas? It is the recommendation of the NFPA that the public leave the shooting of fireworks to professionals.
 We want you to enjoy your holiday without worrying about your safety or that of a loved one. We don’t want you to experience the loss of your residence due to a fireworks related fire. Therefore, the sale, shooting or possessing of any type of firework is prohibited in Merriam.
 Fines can range from $25 to $500 and/or you can receive 1-30 days in jail. Merriam firefighters and police officers will be patrolling the City during the holiday season and violators will be prosecuted.
 If you have any questions regarding these regulations, please contact the Merriam Fire Department at (913)322-5530.
 The City of Merriam wishes you a safe and happy holiday!
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