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What is Mental Retardation?What is Mental Retardation?
 Mental retardation is described as a Mental retardation is described as a condition that is diagnosed before condition that is diagnosed before age 18, and includes below-average age 18, and includes below-average general intellectual function, general intellectual function, accompanied by impairment in the accompanied by impairment in the person’s ability to acquire the skills person’s ability to acquire the skills necessary for daily living.necessary for daily living.
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What are some causes of Mental What are some causes of Mental Retardation?Retardation?
 unexplained (most common)unexplained (most common) trauma (before and after birth) trauma (before and after birth) infections (present at birth or occurring after infections (present at birth or occurring after
 birth) birth) chromosomal abnormalities chromosomal abnormalities genetic abnormalities and inherited metabolic genetic abnormalities and inherited metabolic
 disorders disorders metabolic metabolic toxictoxic nutritional nutritional environmental environmental
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Why Is Mental retardation Why Is Mental retardation Unexplainable? Unexplainable?
 Mental Retardation can be Mental Retardation can be unexplainable for many reasonsunexplainable for many reasons
 Most of the time it can be an Most of the time it can be an occurrence on the body while the occurrence on the body while the female is still pregnantfemale is still pregnant
 Most of the occurrences that happen Most of the occurrences that happen are usually looked over and not are usually looked over and not knoticedknoticed
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What are some traumas that cause What are some traumas that cause Mental Retardation?Mental Retardation?
 lack of oxygen to the brain before, lack of oxygen to the brain before, during, or after birth during, or after birth
 Severe head injurySevere head injury Intracranial hemorrhage before or Intracranial hemorrhage before or
 after birth (An intracerebral after birth (An intracerebral hemorrhage is bleeding in the brain hemorrhage is bleeding in the brain caused by the rupture of a blood caused by the rupture of a blood vessel within the head)vessel within the head)
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What Infections can be a cause of What Infections can be a cause of Mental RetardationMental Retardation
 congenital rubellacongenital rubella meningitismeningitis congenital CMV congenital CMV encephalitis encephalitis congenital toxoplasmosiscongenital toxoplasmosis listeriosislisteriosis HIV infection HIV infection
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What is a Chromosomal What is a Chromosomal Abnormality? Abnormality?
 The state of having a chromosome number The state of having a chromosome number that is not a multiple of the haploid that is not a multiple of the haploid number.number.
 errors of chromosome numbers (Ex. errors of chromosome numbers (Ex. Down's syndrome) Down's syndrome)
 defects in the chromosome or defects in the chromosome or chromosomal inheritance chromosomal inheritance
 chromosomal translocations (a gene is chromosomal translocations (a gene is located in an unusual spot on a located in an unusual spot on a chromosome) chromosome)
 chromosome deletions chromosome deletions

Page 8
                        

Genetic Abnormalities and Genetic Abnormalities and Inherited Metabolic DisordersInherited Metabolic Disorders
 galactosemia Tay-Sachs disease phenylketonuria Hunter syndrome Hurler syndrome Sanfilippo syndrome metachromatic leukodystrophy adrenoleukodystrophy Lesch-Nyhan‘s syndrome Rett syndrome   tuberous sclerosis
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MetabolicMetabolic Reye's syndrome (Reye syndrome is sudden
 (acute or short term) brain damage and liver function problems of unknown cause. The syndrome has been associated with the use of aspirin to treat chickenpox or the flu in children)
 congenital hypothyroid very high bilirubin levels in babies (bilirubin
 is a byproduct of normal breakdown of red blood cells) 
 hypoglycemia (Hypoglycemia is a condition that occurs when your blood sugar is too low. )
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Toxic causes of Mental RetardationToxic causes of Mental Retardation
 exposure to alcohol, cocaine, exposure to alcohol, cocaine, amphetamines, and other drugs amphetamines, and other drugs
 methylmercury poisoning (brain and methylmercury poisoning (brain and nervous system damage from the nervous system damage from the chemical methylmercury)chemical methylmercury)
 lead poisoning lead poisoning
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How Nutrition causes Mental How Nutrition causes Mental RetardationRetardation
 Malnutrition Malnutrition Malnutrition is the condition that Malnutrition is the condition that
 occurs when a person's body is not occurs when a person's body is not getting enough nutrients. The getting enough nutrients. The condition may result from an condition may result from an inadequate or unbalanced diet, inadequate or unbalanced diet, digestive difficulties, absorption digestive difficulties, absorption problems, or other medical problems, or other medical conditions conditions
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Environmental EffectsEnvironmental Effects
 environmental effects can effect the environmental effects can effect the body in many ways causing someone body in many ways causing someone or something to “go crazy”or something to “go crazy”
 Below are 3 causesBelow are 3 causes poverty poverty low socioeconomic status low socioeconomic status deprivation syndrome deprivation syndrome
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What is Autism?What is Autism? Autism is a complex developmental Autism is a complex developmental
 disorder that appears in the first 3 years of disorder that appears in the first 3 years of life, although it is sometimes diagnosed life, although it is sometimes diagnosed much later. It affects the brain's normal much later. It affects the brain's normal development of social and communication development of social and communication skills skills
 Common features of autism include Common features of autism include impaired social interactions, impaired impaired social interactions, impaired verbal and nonverbal communication, verbal and nonverbal communication, problems processing information from the problems processing information from the senses, and restricted and repetitive senses, and restricted and repetitive patterns of behavior patterns of behavior
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What causes Autism?What causes Autism?
 Autism is a physical condition linked Autism is a physical condition linked to abnormal biology and chemistry in to abnormal biology and chemistry in the brain the brain
 The exact causes of these The exact causes of these abnormalities remain unknown abnormalities remain unknown
 There are probably a combination of There are probably a combination of factors that lead to autism factors that lead to autism
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Pictures that depict AutismPictures that depict Autism
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Pictures that depict Mental Pictures that depict Mental RetardationRetardation
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