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Media InformationMen’s EHF CupOttostadt Magdeburg EHF Cup Finals 2018 Draw
 Wednesday, 2 May, 11:00 hrs
 City Hall, Magdeburg
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 Draw Programme11:00 hrs Ottostadt Magdeburg EHF Cup Finals Press Conferencefollowed by the Ottostadt Magdeburg EHF Cup Finals Draw – semi-finals
 Draw ParticpantsMartin Hausleitner, EHF Secretary GeneralMarc-Henrik Schmedt, SC Magdeburg Managing DirectorLutz Trümper, Lord Mayor of the City of MagdeburgMarkus Glaser, EHF Chief Sports OfficerVlado Brindzak, EHF Media and Communications
 Draw ProceduresThe three teams qualifying from the Men’s EHF Cup quarter-finals, as well as SC Magdeburg, who qualified directly from the group phase as the host club, will be in the pot for the draw. There will be one single pot and no protection of any kind for the teams.
 The teams will be drawn as follows: Team 1 => Team 3 => Team 2 => Team 4
 Semi-finals will be played: Team 1 versus Team 2 / Team 3 versus Team 4
 Please note: The order of the semi-final matches will only be finalised after consulting TV partners in the days after the draw. The final playing schedule will be announced by the EHF on its website.
 EHF CupThe new Men’s EHF Cup was formed at the beginning of the 2012/13 season following the merging of the Men’s EHF Cup and the Men’s Cup Winners’ Cup. The competition forms the second tier of the EHF club competitions’ system after the VELUX EHF Champions League and above the Men’s Challenge Cup.
 The new competition also brought with it a new format, with three qualification rounds, a group phase, quarter-finals and a final tournament – the EHF Cup Finals.
 Ottostadt Magdeburg EHF Cup Finals in MagdeburgThe event will be held in the GETEC Arena in Magdeburg, Germany over two days with semi-finals to be played on Saturday, 19 May, the match for third/fourth place and the final on Sunday, 20 May. More than 150 volunteers, 150 media representatives and up to 80 players will take part in the two-day tournament.
 Ottostadt Magdeburg EHF Cup Finals DrawTown Hall (Rathaus), Magdeburg, 2 May 2018, 11:00 hrs
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 Ottostadt Magdeburg EHF Cup Finals Programme
 Friday, 18 May 2018 Media call at the GETEC Arena (TBA) - Team trainings at the GETEC Arena (afternoon) Welcome reception (TBA) Technical meeting at the GETEC Arena (TBA)
 Saturday, 19 May 2018 - Semi-final 1 - 14:15 hrs - Semi-final 2 - 17:00 hrs
 Sunday, 20 May 2018 - 3/4 Placement Match - 12:45 - EHF Cup Final - 15:15
 * Note that the playing order will be only finalised after the draw following negotiations with TV partners.
 TicketsTickets: At the time of publication more than 6,000 tickets have been already sold for the event. The remaining tickets are available in the ticket shop: https://www.eventimsports.de/ols/scm/de/Heimspiele/channel/shop/areaplan/venue/event/91161
 Ticket prices range from 49 to 139 euros for the whole event.
 VIP Packages: purchase directly from SC Magdeburg
 Club tickets: 250 tickets have been reserved for the fans of each of the participating teams, these tickets will be available directly from each of the participating clubs themselves. Any remaining tickets from the club allocations will be released for sale back into the ticket shop.
 Media AccreditationUp to 150 media representatives are expected to come to Magdeburg to cover the event for print and online publications as well as TV and radio. Media accreditation is open to professional media representatives working on the event. Freelance journalists may be required to provide evidence of their work. Given the demand for media places, it may not be possible to accept all requests.
 Accreditation is open until Friday, 4 May 2018 via an online registration system:https://accreditation.ehf.eu/ec/
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 Media Events
 Friday Afternoon (TBC) – Media call Afternoon - Team training (first 15 mins open to TV/photographers, interviews possible for 15 mins after training)
 Saturday Semi-final 1/2 - 15 minutes after final whistle – press conference - 1 player and coach each team Sunday 3/4 Placement Match - 15 minutes after final whistle – press conference - 1 player and coach each team Final – 15 minutes after awarding ceremony - press conference - 1 player and coach each team
 Ottostadt Magdeburg EHF Cup Finals OnlineThe event will be covered extensively online by both the EHF Media and Communications department and SC Magdeburg. The event can be followed on the EHF Cup and EHF Cup Finals websites: http://europeancup.eurohandball.com/ and http://www.scm-handball.de/
 Official hashtag - #ehfcupfinalsTwitter users can follow the coverage of the event on the official Twitter Channel of the EHF Media and Communications department @EHF, @ehf_live and also using the hashtag #ehfcupfinals.
 Television and live streamingCoverage of the event will be shown on television by several TV stations (the detailed list will be released in due time).
 Matches will also be streamed live and on-demand around the world at ehfTV.com, the European Handball Federation’s online streaming platform. Visit the ehfTV.com for more details and to watch games not only from the EHF Cup Finals, the VELUX EHF FINAL4 in Cologne and the TIPPMIX EHF FINAL4 in Budapest.
 Media Contacts
 Vladislav Brindzak (EHF Cup Finals Media Management)EHF Media and CommunicationsTel: +43 1 80151 161Mob: +421 908 721 328Email: [email protected]
 Oliver Laaber (TV/radio management)EHF Marketing GmbHTel: +43 1 80151 217Email: [email protected]
 Olaf Scholz (Local organisation – media)SC Magdeburg+49 171 [email protected]
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 Facts & FiguresSame teams as 2017, new high score, new low score
 Four matches only remain in the Men’s EHF Cup to decide the winner and the successor of Frisch Auf Göp-pingen (GER). In general, familiar faces will meet at the Ottostadt Magdeburg EHF Cup Finals in Magdeburg on 19/20 May, as exactly the same four teams as in 2017 are in the pot for the semi-final draw on Wednes-day (11:00 hrs local time, livestream on ehfTV.com). Besides the defending champions and host Magde-burg, last year’s finalists Füchse Berlin and Saint-Raphael Var Handall as only Non-German team made it to the final tournament.
 Here are all major facts, figures and numbers on the competition here.
 0 French male team has ever won the EHF Cup neither in the new nor the old format or the Cup Winners’ Cup.
 0 zero times since the implementation of the new format in the 2012/13 season, the EHF Cup champions were coached by a German, though four times a German team won. This year the chance is higher, as all three German participants are coached by Germans (Velimir Petkovic has a German passport now, though he was born in Banja Luka.)
 0 national champions arriving from the VELUX EHF Champions League qualification made it to the quarter-finals.
 0 teams, which started in the second qualification round, made it to Magdeburg.
 1 EHF Cup champion managed to defend their title in the new format: current title holders Frisch Auf Göp-pingen, who took the trophy 2016 at Nantes and defended it on home ground last year.
 1 non-German team won the new version of the EHF-Cup only: Pick Szeged in 2014 in the final at Berlin against Montpellier.
 1 team - Göppingen (9 victories, 1 draw so far in the 2017/18 season) - arrives unbeaten at the Ottostadt Magdeburg EHF Cup Finals.
 1 former EHF Champions League winner - as every year so far - is still in the race for the EHF Cup trophy: SC Magdeburg. The same club had been quarter-finalist in 2013 and 2016 and semi-finalist in 2017, besides it were later-on finalists Montpellier (2014) and Hamburg (2015). So far, no former Champions League winner took the trophy.1 nation - Denmark - is represented in all four squads at the Ottostadt Magdeburg EHF Cup Finals. Three teams each have German, Croatian, Serbian or Swedish players in their line-ups.
 1 coach, present at the Ottostadt Magdeburg EHF Cup Finals, had been EHF Cup winner as a player - and even with the club he coaches now: Bennet Wiegert (Magdeburg/2007).
 1 team arriving from the quarter-finals won both knock-out matches: defending champions Frisch Auf Göp-pingen against Chambery Savoie.
 1 coach of the Ottostadt Magdeburg EHF Cup Finals participants have won the EHF Cup as a coach - Füchse coach Velimir Petkovic, both times with Frisch Auf Göppingen (2011, 2012).
 1 team, which finished second after the group stage, made it to Magdeburg: Saint Raphael.
 2 times - for the second time in a row - three German sides are among the four participants.
 2 winners of the new version of the EHF Cup are among the four participants of the Ottostadt Magdeburg EHF Cup Finals: Füchse Berlin (2015) and Frisch Auf Göppingen (2016, 2017).
 2 all-German finals have been played since the competition was merged: in 2015 it was Berlin vs Hamburg and in 2017 Göppingen vs Berlin.
 2 hosts of the EHF Cup Finals took the trophy so far: Berlin in 2015 and Göppingen in 2017. Füchse had failed in the semis 2014 on home ground, as Nantes failed twice in the finals against Löwen (2013) and Göppingen (2016).
 2 of 54 matches since the start of the group phase ended with a draw, Presov vs Minsk (25:25) and Cham-bery vs Granollers (30:30), none of it in the quarter-finals.
 3 - which means all - German teams, which qualified for the EHF Cup Finals, have won the EHF Cup at least once: Magdeburg (1998, 2001, 2007), Göppingen 2011, 2012, 2016, 2017) and Berlin (2015).
 3 nations are represented by the origin of the coaches of the previous EHF Cup Finals winners: Iceland (Gudmundur Gudmundsson/2013 and Dagur Sigurdsson/2015), Spain (Juan Carlos Pastor/2014) and Sweden (Magnus Andersson/2016 and 2017). Definitely, a fourth nationality will be added now, either Germany or France.
 3 participants of the EHF Cup Finals had finished on top of their groups: Magdeburg (group A), Berlin (group B) and Göppingen (group C).
 3 matches since the start of the group phase ended with 45 or less goals: First two in group C - Cocks vs Nexe (20:22) and Koper vs Göppingen (20:25), then the quarter-final Füchse vs Nexe 25:16.
 4 teams, which means all, which had been part of the 2017 edition of the EHF Cup Finals, made it again.
 4 times - including the upcoming event - Göppingen and Berlin have been part of the EHF Cup Finals.
 4 times Göppingen have won the EHF Cup, each twice in the old format (2011, 2012) and the new format (2016, 2017) to be record holders ahead of SC Magdeburg (1999, 2001, 2007) and THW Kiel (1998, 2002, 2004) with three titles each.
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 Facts & Figures
 6 - which means all - times the host of the EHF Cup Finals qualified directly from the group phase, skipping the quarter-finals (Nantes and Berlin each twice, Göppingen and now Magdeburg).
 6 times – like in all previous EHF Cup Finals - at least one German team is part of: 2013 it were Göppingen and Löwen, 2014 Berlin, 2015 Berlin and Hamburg, 2016 Göppingen, 2017 and 2018 Göppingen, Berlin and Füchse.
 7 nations have been represented by the clubs in all EHF Cup Finals since 2013: Germany (12 teams including 2018), France (6), Denmark (3), Spain (1), Hungary (1), Romania (1) and Slovenia (1).
 7 goals difference was the highest aggregate margin in the quarter-finals (Göppingen vs Chambery/61:54).
 8 goals was the lead of RK Nexe against Füchse Berlin after the first leg of the quarter-final (28:20), but Berlin won the re-match 25:16.
 8 matches since the start of the group phase were attended by more than 3000 fans, including the quarter-final Berlin vs Nexe (5000).
 9 matches since the start of the qualification ended with a draw: 5 in qualification round 1, 0 in round 2, 2 in round 3 and 2 in the group phase. No quarter-final ended with a levelled result.
 10 goals was the advance of Granollers in the second quarter-final against Saint-Raphael (40:30), but still the Catalans were eliminated after losing the first leg 23:37.
 12 points from six group matches - the optimum - were taken by Göppingen. The defending champions had this outcome already in the previous season.
 14 goals in the quarter-final Saint-Raphael vs Granollers (37:23) are the highest margin since the start of the group phase. Before, it were 12 goals of the match Magdeburg vs Presov (36:24).
 17 matches since the start of the group phase ended with 60 or more goals scored, including two quarter-finals, again both encounters of Saint-Raphael and Granollers. In the previous season, it was nearly the same number at this stage, 16.
 18 times a German team has won the old (14) and the new (4) version of the EHF Cup since the implementa-tion of the competition in the 1993/94 season. Five times the winner came from Spain, each once from Croatia and Hungary.
 18 nations are represented by the players on court of the Ottostadt Magdeburg EHF Cup Finals: GER, FRA, CIV, CZE, BLR, SRB, DEN, ROU, ESP, SWE, CRO, SLO, SVK, ISL, POL, RUS, NOR, AUT - last year it were 15 different nations.
 21 away wins (20 in the group phase, 1 in the quarter-finals) were among the 54 matches since the start of the group phase - exactly the same number as in the 2016/17 season.
 23 EHF Cup matches in a row (including the last two seasons) Göppingen are unbeaten in this competition, the record is 21 victories, one draw (in the qualification of this season against Arendal. The last team to beat Göppingen was Magdeburg in the first leg of the 2015/16 quarter-finals (29:27).
 31 times (26 in the group matches, 5 times in the quarter-finals), the home team was victorious since the start of the group phase. In the previous season, it were 32 home victories at the same time.
 41 goals in the quarter-final Füchse vs Nexe (25:16) are the low-score in a match since the start of the group phase).
 45 goals in two quarter-final matches against Nexe were enough for Füchse Berlin to qualify for the Otto-stadt Magdeburg EHF Cup Finals.
 +50 is the goal difference of Frisch Auf Göppingen after qualification, group phase and quarter-finals.
 70 goals scored in the quarter-final re-match Granollers vs Saint-Raphael (40:30) are the high score since the start of the group phase. Before, it were 67 goals each in the group matches Azoty-Pulawy vs Granoll-ers (30:37) and Anaitasuna vs Saint-Raphael (29:38).
 75 goals were scored by Uladzislau Kulesh (Minsk) and Nico Rönnberg (Cocks) to top the top scorer list so far. Best scorer still in competition is the 2016/17 overall top scorer Hans Lindberg (Belrin) by 67 goals.
 331 goals were scored by Saint-Raphael to have the best attack of all four participants.
 334 goals were scored in the six quarter-final matches.
 2,943 goals were scored since the start of the group phase, which means an average of 54,5 goals. Last season, it were 3,029 goals at the same time.
 5,983 fans were the highest attendance since the start of the group phase, when Berlin hosted Anaitasuna, the biggest number of fans in a quarter-final match were 5000, again in Berlin, in the match against Nexe.

Page 8
                        

8
 Sea
 son
 20
 17/1
 8 p
 layi
 ng d
 ates
 Men
 ’s E
 HF
 Cup
 20
 17/1
 8 p
 layi
 ng s
 yste
 m
 Qua
 li�ca
 tio
 n R
 oun
 d 1
 Gro
 up P
 has
 efir
 st le
 g21
 /22.
 04.1
 8
 seco
 nd le
 g28
 /29.
 04.1
 8
 10/1
 1.02
 .201
 8
 17/1
 8.02
 .201
 8
 24/2
 5.02
 .201
 8
 Qua
 rter
 -�n
 als
 first
 leg
 18/1
 9.11
 .201
 7
 seco
 nd le
 g25
 /26.
 11.2
 017
 first
 leg
 - 02/
 03.0
 9.20
 17se
 cond
 leg
 - 09
 /10.
 09.2
 017
 Qua
 li�ca
 tio
 n R
 oun
 d 2
 first
 leg
 - 07/
 08.1
 0.20
 17se
 cond
 leg
 - 14
 /15.
 10.2
 017
 Qua
 li�ca
 tio
 n R
 oun
 d 3
 19/2
 0.05
 .201
 8EH
 F C
 up F
 inal
 s03
 /04.
 03.2
 018
 24/2
 5.03
 .201
 8
 31.0
 3./0
 1.04
 .18
 Hom
 e M
 atch
 es
 3A
 way
 Mat
 ches
 3
 Sem
 i-�na
 ls
 vs.
 vs.
 vs.
 15
 vs.
 15
 vs.
 16
 vs.
 16
 vs.
 16
 vs.
 16
 3rd
 Pla
 ce M
 atch
 vs.
 Fina
 l
 vs.
 vs.
 21
 vs.
 vs.
 vs.
 Qua
 li�ca
 tio
 n R
 oun
 d 1
 Qua
 li�ca
 tio
 n R
 oun
 d 2
 Qua
 li�ca
 tio
 n R
 oun
 d 3
 Gro
 up P
 has
 eQ
 uart
 er-�
 nal
 sEH
 F C
 up F
 inal
 s
 16
 w
 inne
 rs1
 6w
 inne
 rs4
 win
 ners
 8te
 ams
 15w
 inne
 rs

Page 9
                        

Gro
 up P
 hase
 201
 7/18
 MEN
 ’S E
 HF
 CU
 P T
 EA
 MS
 Sai
 nt-
 Rap
 hae
 l Var
 Han
 db
 all
 FRA
 RD
 Ko
 per
 SLO
 Co
 cks
 FIN
 Hel
 veti
 a A
 nai
 tasu
 na
 ESP
 Frai
 kin
 BM
 . Gra
 no
 llers
 ESP
 Cha
 mbe
 ry S
 avo
 ie M
 ont
 Bla
 ncFR
 A
 Wac
 ker T
 hun SU
 I
 Fris
 ch A
 uf G
 öp
 pin
 gen
 GER
 SC
 Mag
 deb
 urg
 GER
 Füch
 se B
 erlin
 GER
 Lugi
 HF
 SW
 EK
 S A
 zoty
 -Pul
 awy
 SA
 PO
 L
 Bje
 rrin
 gbro
 -Silk
 ebo
 rgD
 EN
 SK
 A M
 insk
 BLR
 RK
 Nex
 eC
 RO
 TAT
 RA
 N P
 reso
 vS
 VK
 Men
 ’s E
 HF
 Cu
 p Fi
 nal
 s ve
 nu
 e

Page 10
                        

10
 published version, 10.07.2017
 Qualification Qualification FinalRound 1 Round 2 Tournament
 30 teams 32 teams 32 teams 16 teams 8 teams 4 teams02/03.09.2017 07/08.10.2017 18/19.11.2017 R1: 10/11.02.2018 21/22.04.18 19/20.05.2018
 first leg first leg first leg R2: 17/18.02.2018 first leg TournamentR3: 24/25.02.2018
 09/10.09.2017 14/15.10.2017 25/26.11.2017 R4: 03/04.03.2018 28/29.04.18second leg second leg second leg R5:24/25.03.2018 second leg
 R6:31.03./01.04.1818.07.2017 18.07.2017 17.10.2017 30.11.2017 03.04.2018 01.05.2018
 1 Def. Champ. Frisch Auf Göppingen/GER2 HUN Grundfos Tatabanya KC3 GER Füchse Berlin4 ESP BM Logrono La Rioja5 DEN Bjerringbro-Silkeborg6 SLO RK Riko Ribnica7 HUN CYEB Budakalasz8 POL KS Azoty-Pulawy SA9 GER SC Magdeburg
 10 ESP Frainkin BM Granollers11 FRA St. Raphael var Handball12 DEN Ribe-Esbjerg HH13 SLO RD Koper14 SWE Lugi HF15 2nd CL QT 2nd CL QT16 3rd CL QT 3rd CL QT17 4th CL QT 4th CL QT18 NED OCI/Lions19 HUN Csurgoi KK20 SUI Wacker Thun21 ROU Dobrogea Sud Constanta22 BLR HC SKA Minsk23 CRO RK Nexe24 POR FC Porto25 RUS St. Petersburg HC26 POL Gwardia Opole27 ESP Helvetia Anaitasuna28 FRA Chambery Savoie MB HB29 DEN TTH Holstebro30 HUN Balatonfüredi KSE31 SWE HK Malmö32 SUI Pfadi Winterthur33 ROU CSM Bucuresti34 CRO RK Dubrava35 POR S.L. Benfica36 NOR BSK Handball Elite37 UKR ZTR Zaporozhye38 CZE Dukla Praha39 ISL Valur FC40 ISR Maccabi S. Rishon Lezion41 AUT Insignis HB West Wien42 BEL Achilles Bocholt43 SRB HC Vojvodina44 GRE IEK XYNI Dikeas45 KOS KH Besa Fam Gas46 NED HV Kras/Volendam47 LUX HB Esch48 EST Pölva Serviti49 TUR Beykoz BLD SK50 ITA SSV Bozen Loacker 51 MDA HC Olimpus-85 USEFS52 MNE RK Partizan 1949 Tivat53 LTU Dragunas Klaipeda54 CZE Talent Robstav MAT Plzen55 ISL Afturelding56 SRB RK Dinamo Pancevo57 GRE AC Doukas58 MKD HC Ohrid 201359 SUI HC Kriens-Luzern60 CRO HRK Gorica61 NOR OIF Arendal62 ISL FH Hafnarfjordur63 AUT Bregenz Handball
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 They were the first club to defend their EHF Cup trophy after the new system was implemented in the 2012/13 season. And following their victory on home court in May, Frisch Auf Göppingen have become the record winners of the competition, leading fellow German sides THW Kiel and SC Magdeburg, who won the trophy three times in the old format.
 No team has been more dominant in the old and new version of the EHF Cup as Göppingen have taken the title four times in seven seasons between 2011 and 2017 And they are hungry for more success as the Men's EHF Cup Group Phase in February.Despite the great success on international level, the 12-time German champions fired their Swedish coach Magnus Andersson at the end of September. The reason was the lack of success in the Bundesliga.
 One of the most experienced German handball coaches took over: Rolf Brack, who steered Balingen for more than a decade and later was the Swiss national team coach The sports and handball professor at the Stuttgart University had a debut at the age of 64: The EHF Cup Qualification Round 3 matches against OIF Arendal in November were his first ever international games on club level. After a surprising draw on home court, the defending champions beat the Norwegian side 31:21 in the away game 10 days later. In the group phase they cruised past their opponents in all games and clinched their ticket to Magdeburg thanks to two clear wins over Chambery in the quarter-finals.
 Frisch Auf Göppingen (GER)
 Club Address:Frisch Auf GöppingenLeonhard Weiss -Strasse 4073037 GöppingenGermany
 Media contact:Alexander Kolb+49 7161 965 975 [email protected]
 Online information:Website: www.frischauf-gp.deFacebook: frischaufgpTwitter: @FRISCHAUFGP
 Kit coloursLightPlayer shirt: whitePlayer short: greenGoalkeeper shirt: redDarkPlayer shirt: greenPlayer short: whiteGoalkeeper shirt: blue
 Past achievements
 EHF CupWinners (4): 2010/11, 2011/12, 2015/16, 2016/17Runners-up (1): 2005/06EHF Cup Finals (3): fourth ranked 2013Quarter-final (1): 2009/10
 Other
 German league: 11 titles (outdoor 1954, 1957, indoor 1954,1955, 1958, 1959, 1960, 1961, 1965, 1970, 1972)
 Playing hallEWS Arena GöppingenNördlichen Ringstrasse 8773033 GöppingenGermanyCapacity: 5,600 Coach: Rolf Brack (GER)
 Nations represented in the squad: 7 (GER, DEN, SRB, CRO, SWE, SLO, SVK)
 Top scorers:Marcel Schiller 57Kresimir Kozina 34Daniel Fontaine 28
 Road to the semi-finals:
 Quarter-final@ Chambery Savoie MBH W27:30 (11:19)vs Chambery Savoie MBH W31:27 (18:13)
 Group Phasevs RK Nexe W30:27 (16:15)@ RD Koper W20:25 (10:15)@ Cocks W20:31 (12:14)vs Cocks W33:27 (13:12)@ RK Nexe W24:27 (8:15)vs RD Koper W31:26 (17:11) Qualification Round 3vs OIF Arendal D27:27 (14:15)@ OIF Arendal W21:31 (9:15)
 GROUP C Final Table:
 1. Frisch Auf Göppingen 6 6 0 0 177 : 144 (33) 122. RK Nexe 6 4 0 2 164 : 152 (12) 83. RD Koper 6 1 0 5 152 : 168 (-16) 24. Cocks 6 1 0 5 143 : 172 (-29) 2
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 No French team have ever won the Men’s EHF Cup. Now Saint-Raphael start their next attempt to go for the trophy. They lost unluckily in the quarter-finals two years ago, and made it to the EHF Cup Finals in Göppingen last year. However, they lost in the semi-finals against Füchse Berlin (35:24), and the following day against Magdeburg (32:31) to finish fourth.
 An off-court change is an enlargement of their playing arena with 500 additional seats, raising the capacity to 2,500. Saint-Raphael had no problems in qualification. They beat Croatian side Dubrava clearly twice (40:29 and 41:31) in their sixth EHF Cup season.
 They kicked off the group phase with a sensational win away at Füchse Berlin, however their only defeat in the stage came in the reverse fixture on the home court. As the goal difference spoke in favour of foxes Saint-Raphael had to play against the Group D winners Fraikin BM Granollers in the quarter-finals. The French team laid the foundation of their trip to Magdeburg already in the first leg winning by 14 goals.
 The coach Joel Da Silva regarded the three German sides Berlin, Göppingen and Magdeburg as favourites already before the season’s start, but also his own team. As he was completely correct in his predictions, the finals would get the same line-up as last year.
 Saint-Raphael Var Handball (FRA)
 Club Address:Saint-Raphael Var HandballPO Box BP 50383705 Saint Raphael CedexFrance
 Media contact:Vanessa Patucca-Bourgeais+33 7 64 09 31 [email protected]
 Online information:Website: www.srvhb.comFacebook: saintraphaelvarTwitter: @SRVHB
 Playing hallPalais des Sports JF KrakowskiRue des Chataigniers83700 Saint RaphaelFranceCapacity: 2,500
 Kit colours
 LightPlayer shirt: turquoise / yellowPlayer short: Turquoise / yellowGoalkeeper shirt: purpleDarkPlayer shirt: dark bluePlayer short: dark blueGoalkeeper shirt: green
 Road to the semi-finals:
 Quarter-finalvs Fraikin BM Granollers W37:23 (17:10)@ Fraikin BM Granollers L40:30 (16:15)
 Group Phase@ Füchse Berlin W21:26 (7:13)vs Helvetia Anaitasuna W36:27 (18:13)@ Lugi HF W28:30 (10:11)vs Lugi HF W28:26 (14:17)vs Füchse Berlin L25:34 (12:17)@ Helvetia Anaitasuna W29:38 (14:16)
 Qualification Round 3vs RK Dubrava W40:29 (22:18)@ RK Dubrava W31:41 (16:23)
 Coach: Joel da Silva (POR)Nations represented in the squad: 8 (FRA, SRB, ROU, CZE, BLR, DEN, ESP, CIV)
 Top scorers:Raphael Caucheteux 62Adrian Dipanda 37Artsem Karalek 36
 Past achievements
 EHF Cup
 EHF Cup Finals (1): 2016/17 (4th place)Quarter-finals (1): 2015/16Round 3 (1): 2012/13
 Other
 VELUX EHF Champions League: 2012/2013 qualification
 Challenge Cup: 2010/11, 2011/12 quarter-finals
 French League: - (2016 runners-up)
 GROUP B Final Table:
 1. Füchse Berlin 6 5 0 1 185 : 154 (31) 102. Saint-Raphael Var Handball 6 5 0 1 183 : 165 (18) 103. Helvetia Anaitasuna 6 2 0 4 174 : 201 (-27) 44. Lugi HF 6 0 0 6 169 : 191 (-22) 0
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 During six years of participation in European club competitions, Füchse Berlin have made it to the finals’ event four times. They have done it three times in the Men’s EHF Cup. In 2014 (third) and 2015 (champions), the ‘Foxes’ hosted the event in Berlin; in 2017 (finalists) they lost to hosts Frisch Auf Göppingen. Füchse also qualified for the VELUX EHF FINAL4 as debutant in the competition in 2011. And twice they won the IHF Super Globe, in 2015 and 2016.
 At the EHF EURO, Füchse were the only EHF Cup participants with a player in the All-star Team as Jakov Gojun of Croatia was named best defender. Swedish right wing Mattias Zachrisson returned with a silver medal but the German and Croatian players were rather disappointed after missing out on the semi-finals.
 Serbian international Petar Nenadic moved to Veszprém in the winter break (and has been replaced by Zagreb’s Stipe Mandalinic) while German international Paul Drux missed the group phase after injuring his right knee at the EHF EURO in Croatia, but returned to the squad for the quarter-finals against Nexe.
 Following an unexpected eight-goal defeat in the first game in Croatia Füchse struggled also in the return leg and shortly after the break they led only by two goals. Still the German club prevailed in a dramatic end and denied Nexe in their bid for a EHF Cup Finals premiere.
 Füchse Berlin (GER)
 Club Address:Füchse BerlinMarkgrafenstraße 3410117 BerlinGermany
 Media contact:Ronald Maier+49 1727185040 [email protected]
 Online information:Website: www.fuechse-berlin.deFacebook: fuechseberlinTwitter: @FuechseBerlin
 Playing hallMax-Schmeling-HalleFalkplatz 110437 BerlinGermanyCapacity: 8,521
 Kit coloursLightPlayer shirt: whitePlayer short: greyGoalkeeper shirt: yellowDarkPlayer shirt: bluePlayer short: blueGoalkeeper shirt: red
 Past achievements
 EHF CupWinners (1): 2014/15EHF Cup Finals (3): runners-up 2016/17, third place 2013/14,winners 2014/15Qualification Round 3 (1): 2015/16
 OtherVELUX EHF Champions League: 2011/12 VELUX EHF FINAL4- fourth place, 2012/13 Last 16
 IHF Super Globe: winners 2015, 2016German cup: 1 title (2014)
 Road to the semi-finals:
 Quarter-final@ RK Nexe L28:20 (12:9)vs RK Nexe W25:16 (14:9)
 Group Phasevs Saint-Raphael Var H. L21:26 (7:13)@ Lugi HF W27:32 (16:12)@ Helvetia Anaitasuna W28:30 (11:17)vs Helvetia Anaitasuna W34:23 (17:10)@ Saint-Raphael Var H. L25:34 (12:17)vs Lugi HF W34:25 (17:12) Qualification Round 3@ Futebol Clube do Porto W27:30 (12:14)vs Futebol Clube do Porto W33:25 (17:12)
 GROUP B Final Table:
 1. Füchse Berlin 6 5 0 1 185 : 154 (31) 102. Saint-Raphael Var Handball 6 5 0 1 183 : 165 (18) 103. Helvetia Anaitasuna 6 2 0 4 174 : 201 (-27) 44. Lugi HF 6 0 0 6 169 : 191 (-22) 0
 Coach: Velimir Petkovic (GER)Nations represented in the squad: 7 (GER, DEN, ISL, CRO, SWE, ESP, CZE)
 Top scorers:Hans Lindberg 67Steffen Fäth 39Mattias Zachrisson 28
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 When the EHF announced its decision in December, happiness was huge in Magdeburg: the EHF Champions League winners in 2002 will host the EHF Cup Finals on 19-20 May 2018. After Berlin (2014 and 2015) and Göppingen (2017), the final tournament will be held in Germany for the fourth time. And Magdeburg hope to go all the way, just like Göppingen did when they took the title on home court last season.
 SC Magdeburg, by far the most successful Eastern German club since the reunification, hope to raise their fourth EHF Cup trophy. They won the title under the old format of the competition in 1999, 2001 and 2007. And, like all previous EHF Cup Finals hosts, they took advantage of their group win courtesy of which they advanced directly to the finals. In the group phase they dropped just the last game at Bjerringbro-Silkeborg.
 Last season, Magdeburg were part of the EHF Cup Finals for the first time. They lost their semi-final against eventual winners and hosts Göppingen, and finished third after beating Saint-Raphael in a penalty shoot-out.
 SC Magdeburg (GER)
 Club Address:SC MagdeburgHandball magdeburg GmbHFriedrich-Ebert-Straße 6839114 Magdeburg, Germany
 Media contact:Olaf Scholz0049 171 [email protected]
 Online information:Website: www.scm-handball.deFacebook: SCMagdeburgTwitter: @SCMagdeburg
 Playing hallGETEC-Arena - BördelandhalleBerliner Chaussee 3239114 MagdeburgGermanyCapacity: 7,800
 Kit coloursLightPlayer shirt: white/redPlayer short: white/redGoalkeeper shirt: yellowDarkPlayer shirt: green/redPlayer short: green/redGoalkeeper shirt: red
 Past achievementsEHF CupWinners (3): 1998/99, 2000/01, 2006/07Runners-up (1): 2004/05Third place (1): 2016/17Quarter-final (1): 2012/13Last 16 (1): 1999/00
 OtherVELUX EHF Champions League: 2001/02 winners, 2003/04semi-finals, 2002/03 quarter-finalChampions Trophy: 2000/01, 2001/02 winners
 Cup Winners’ Cup: 1996/97 semi-finals, 2007/08 quarterfinals
 German league: 12 titles (outdoor 1967, indoor 1970, 1977,1980-85, 1988, 1991 - all GDR, 2001)
 German cup: 7 titles (1970, 1977, 1978, 1984, 1990 - all GDR, 1996, 2016)
 Road to the semi-finals:
 Quarter-finalbye
 Group Phase@ SKA Minsk W31:33 (19:17)vs Bjerringbro-Silkeborg W33:26 (15:12)@ TATRAN Presov W19:29 (11:16)vs TATRAN Presov W36:24 (22:12)vs SKA Minsk W35:30 (17:15)@ Bjerringbro-Silkeborg L27:26 (12:11) Qualification Round 3vs HC Dobrogea Sud Constanta W27:25 (13:10)@ HC Dobrogea Sud Constanta L27:26 (15:15)
 GROUP A Final Table:
 1. SC Magdeburg 6 5 0 1 192 : 157 (35) 102. Bjerringbro-Silkeborg 6 3 0 3 166 : 167 (-1) 63. SKA Minsk 6 2 1 3 177 : 178 (-1) 54. TATRAN Presov 6 1 1 4 146 : 179 (-33) 3
 Coach: Bennet Wiegert (GER)Nations represented in the squad: 10 (GER, DEN, SRB, CRO, NOR, SWE, POL, AUT, SLO, RUS)
 Top scorers:Matthias Musche 39Robert Weber 31Lukas Mertens 27
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 Potential head-to-headsHistoric encounters of the LIQUI MOLY EHF Cup Finals opponents in the EC
 Saint-Raphael Var Handball vs Füchse Berlin 2-0-3 (133:144) 4:619.02.2017 Füchse Berlin vs Saint-Raphael Var Handball, EHF Cup – Group A 33:31 (19:14)01.04.2017 Saint-Raphael Var Handball vs Füchse Berlin, EHF Cup – Group A 27:21 (11:12)20.05.2017 Saint-Raphael Var Handball vs Füchse Berlin, EHF Cup Finals – Semi-final 24:35 (10:17)07.02.2018 Füchse Berlin vs Saint-Raphael Var Handball, EHF Cup – Group B 21:26 (7:13)24.03.2018 Saint-Raphael Var Handball vs Füchse Berlin, EHF Cup – Group B 25:34 (12:17)
 Saint-Raphael Var Handball vs Frisch Auf GöppingenNo previous encounters in European competitions
 Saint-Raphael Var Handball vs SC Magdeburg 0-0-1 (31:32) 0:221.05.2017 Saint-Raphael Var Handball vs SC Magdeburg, EHF Cup Finals – Place 3/4 31:32 (12:13, 27:27)
 Füchse Berlin vs Frisch Auf Göppingen 0-0-1 (22:30) 0:221.05.2017 Füchse Berlin vs Frisch Auf Göppingen, EHF Cup Finals – Final 22:30 (13:15)
 Füchse Berlin vs SC MagdeburgNo previous encounters in European competitions
 Frisch Auf Göppingen vs SC Magdeburg 2-0-1 (91:83) 4:223.04.2016 Frisch Auf Göppingen vs SC Magdeburg, EHF Cup – Quarter-final 31:25 (13:11)27.04.2016 SC Magdeburg vs Frisch Auf Göppingen, EHF Cup – Quarter-final 29:27 (17:13)20.05.2017 SC Magdeburg vs Frisch Auf Göppingen, EHF Cup Finals – Semi-final 29:33 (14:16)
 All-time stats before the Ottostadt Magdeburg EHF Cup FinalsAll-time ranking1. Frisch Auf Göppingen GER 6 4 0 2 172:158 +14 8:42. Füchse Berlin GER 6 4 0 2 165:157 +8 8:43. Rhein-Neckar Löwen GER 2 2 0 0 54:46 +8 4:04. Pick Szeged HUN 2 2 0 0 53:50 +3 4:05. HBC Nantes FRA 4 2 0 2 103:104 -1 4:46. Montpellier Agglomeration HB FRA 2 1 0 1 64:61 +3 2:27. Fraikin BM. Granollers ESP 2 1 0 1 51:48 +3 2:28. HSV Hamburg GER 2 1 0 1 54:53 +1 2:29. Skjern Handbold DEN 2 1 0 1 50:49 +1 2:210. SC Magdeburg GER 2 1 0 1 61:64 -3 2:211. Team Tvis Holstebro DEN 2 1 0 1 48:53 -5 2:212. HCM Constanta ROU 2 0 0 2 60:65 -5 0:413. Chambery Savoie Handball FRA 2 0 0 2 46:53 -7 0:414. Rk Gorenje Velenje SLO 2 0 0 2 46:54 -8 0:415. Saint-Raphael Var Handball FRA 2 0 0 2 55:67 -12 0:4
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 Most goals in one gameYves Grafenhorst 12 21.05.2017 Saint-Raphael Var Handball-SC Magdeburg 31:32Hans Lindberg 11 20.05.2017 Saint-Raphael Var Handball-Füchse Berlin 24:35Uwe Gensheimer 10 19.05.2013 HBC Nantes-Rhein-Neckar Löwen 24:26Iuliu Alexandru Csepreghi 10 17.05.2014 HCM Constanta-Montpellier Agglomeration HB 32:36Dragan Gajic 10 18.05.2014 Montpellier Agglomeration HB-Pick Szeged 28:29Kentin Mahe 10 17.05.2015 Füchse Berlin-HSV Hamburg 30:27David Resina Forns 10 14.05.2016 Fraikin BM. Granollers-HBC Nantes 26:27Ferran Sole Sala 10 15.05.2016 Chambery Savoie Handball-Fraikin BM. Granollers 21:25Daniel Pettersson 10 21.05.2017 Saint-Raphael Var Handball-SC Magdeburg 31:32Dragan Gajic 9 17.05.2014 HCM Constanta-Montpellier Agglomeration HB 32:36Marcel Schiller 9 14.05.2016 Chambery Savoie Handball-Frisch Auf Göppingen 25:28Cedric Paty 9 15.05.2016 Chambery Savoie Handball-Fraikin BM. Granollers 21:25Zarko Sesum 9 20.05.2017 SC Magdeburg-Frisch Auf Göppingen 29:33Valero Rivera Folch 8 18.05.2013 Team Tvis Holstebro-HBC Nantes 20:26Iker Romero Fernandez 8 18.05.2014 HCM Constanta-Füchse Berlin 28:29Valero Rivera Folch 8 14.05.2016 Fraikin BM. Granollers-HBC Nantes 26:27Valero Rivera Folch 8 15.05.2016 Frisch Auf Göppingen-HBC Nantes 32:26Michael Damgaard Nielsen 8 20.05.2017 SC Magdeburg-Frisch Auf Göppingen 29:33Marcel Schiller 8 20.05.2017 SC Magdeburg-Frisch Auf Göppingen 29:33Alexandru Viorel Simicu 8 20.05.2017 Saint-Raphael Var Handball-Füchse Berlin 24:35Lars Kaufmann 8 21.05.2017 Füchse Berlin-Frisch Auf Göppingen 22:30
 Most participations (including this year): 4 Frisch Auf Göppingen4 Füchse Berlin2 HBC Nantes2 SC Magdeburg2 Saint-Raphael Var Handball
 Most goals in one match:36 HCM Constanta 17.05.2014 HCM Constanta-Montpellier Agglomeration HB 32:36
 Most goals in one match both teams:68 17.05.2014 HCM Constanta-Montpellier Agglomeration HB 32:36
 Least goals in one match :20 Team Tvis Holstebro 18.05.2013 Team Tvis Holstebro-HBC Nantes 20:26
 Least goals in one match both teams:46 18.05.2013 Team Tvis Holstebro-HBC Nantes 20:2646 17.05.2014 Füchse Berlin-Pick Szeged 22:2446 15.05.2016 Chambery Savoie Handball-Fraikin BM. Granollers 21:25
 Biggest win at Ottostadt Magdeburg EHF Cup Finals:+11 20.05.2017 Saint-Raphael Var Handball-Füchse Berlin 24:35
 Most goals at half-time at Ottostadt Magdeburg EHF Cup Finals:18 Montpellier Agglomeration HB 17.05.2014 HCM Constanta-Montpellier Agglomeration HB (14:18)
 Most goals at half-time both teams at Ottostadt Magdeburg EHF Cup Finals:32 17.05.2014 HCM Constanta-Montpellier Agglomeration HB (14:18)
 Least goals at half-time at Ottostadt Magdeburg EHF Cup Finals:7 Frisch Auf Göppingen 18.05.2013 Frisch Auf Göppingen-Rhein-Neckar Löwen (7:12)
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 Least goals at half-time both teams at Ottostadt Magdeburg EHF Cup Finals:19 18.05.2013 Frisch Auf Göppingen-Rhein-Neckar Löwen (7:12)
 Biggest gap at half-time at Ottostadt Magdeburg EHF Cup Finals:+7 Füchse Berlin 20.05.2017 Saint-Raphael Var Handball-Füchse Berlin (10:17)
 Biggest change from half-time score to full-time score at Ottostadt Magdeburg EHF Cup Finals:8 14.05.2016 Chambery Savoie Handball-Frisch Auf Göppingen 25:28 (14:9)
 Most penalty minutes at Ottostadt Magdeburg EHF Cup Finals:16’ Frisch Auf Göppingen 18.05.2013 Frisch Auf Göppingen-Rhein-Neckar Löwen 22:2816’ Rhein-Neckar Löwen 19.05.2013 HBC Nantes-Rhein-Neckar Löwen 24:26
 Most penalty minutes both teams at Ottostadt Magdeburg EHF Cup Finals:28’ 19.05.2013 HBC Nantes-Rhein-Neckar Löwen 24:26
 Least penalty minutes at Ottostadt Magdeburg EHF Cup Finals:2’ Rk Gorenje Velenje 17.05.2015 Rk Gorenje Velenje-Skjern Handbold 22:272’ Chambery Savoie Handball 14.05.2016 Chambery Savoie Handball-Frisch Auf Göppingen 25:28
 Least penalty minutes both teams at Ottostadt Magdeburg EHF Cup Finals:8’ 17.05.2015 Rk Gorenje Velenje-Skjern Handbold 22:27
 Most 7m throws at Ottostadt Magdeburg EHF Cup Finals:11 Saint-Raphael Var Handball 21.05.2017 Saint-Raphael Var Handball-SC Magdeburg 31:32
 Most 7m throws both teams at Ottostadt Magdeburg EHF Cup Finals:20 21.05.2017 Saint-Raphael Var Handball-SC Magdeburg 31:32
 Least 7m throws at Ottostadt Magdeburg EHF Cup Finals:0 Team Tvis Holstebro 18.05.2013 Team Tvis Holstebro-HBC Nantes 20:26
 Least 7m throws both teams at Ottostadt Magdeburg EHF Cup Finals:3 19.05.2013 Team Tvis Holstebro-Frisch Auf Göppingen 28:27
 Most 7m throws scored at Ottostadt Magdeburg EHF Cup Finals:9 Saint-Raphael Var Handball 21.05.2017 Saint-Raphael Var Handball-SC Magdeburg 31:329 SC Magdeburg 21.05.2017 Saint-Raphael Var Handball-SC Magdeburg 31:32
 Most 7m throws scored both teams at Ottostadt Magdeburg EHF Cup Finals:18 21.05.2017 Saint-Raphael Var Handball-SC Magdeburg 31:32
 Least 7m throws scored at Ottostadt Magdeburg EHF Cup Finals:0 Team Tvis Holstebro 18.05.2013 Team Tvis Holstebro-HBC Nantes 20:260 Frisch Auf Göppingen 19.05.2013 Team Tvis Holstebro-Frisch Auf Göppingen 28:27
 Least 7m throws scored both teams at Ottostadt Magdeburg EHF Cup Finals:2 19.05.2013 Team Tvis Holstebro-Frisch Auf Göppingen 28:27
 Disqualifications at Ottostadt Magdeburg EHF Cup Finals:Manuel Späth (Frisch Auf Göppingen) 18.05.2013 Frisch Auf Göppingen-Rhein-Neckar Löwen 22:28Alexandru Viorel Simicu (HSV Hamburg) 17.05.2015 Füchse Berlin-HSV Hamburg 30:27Bjarki Mar Elisson (Füchse Berlin) 20.05.2017 Saint-Raphael Var Handball-Füchse Berlin 24:35
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 Rank Name & nation Club Goals
 1 Hans Lindberg (DEN) Füchse Berlin (GER) 67
 2 Raphael Caucheteux (FRA) Saint-Raphael Var Handball (FRA) 62
 Nico Rönnberg (FIN) Cocks (FIN) 62
 4 Uladzislau Kulesh (BLR) SKA Minsk (BLR) 58
 5 Sasa Barisic Jaman (SLO) RK Nexe (CRO) 57
 Marcel Schiller (GER) Frisch Auf Göppingen (GER) 57
 7 Lenny Rubin (SUI) Wacker Thun (SUI) 51
 Vedran Zrnic (CRO) RK Nexe (CRO) 51
 9 Fahrudin Melic (MNE) Chambery Savoie Mont Blanc H. (FRA) 49
 10 Adrian Figueras (ESP) Fraikin BM. Granollers (ESP) 48
 11 Jakub Hrstka (CZE) TATRAN Presov (SVK) 47
 Nikolaj Oris Nielsen (DEN) Bjerringbro-Silkeborg (DEN) 47
 13 Adam Bratkovic (SLO) RD Koper (SLO) 45
 14 Marc Cañellas (ESP) Fraikin BM. Granollers (ESP) 41
 Hampus Jildenbäck (SWE) Lugi HF (SWE) 41
 16 Quentin Minel (FRA) Chambery Savoie Mont Blanc H. (FRA) 40
 Raul Nantes Campos (BRA) Helvetia Anaitasuna (ESP) 40
 David Resina Forns (ESP) Fraikin BM. Granollers (ESP) 40
 19 Steffen Fäth (GER) Füchse Berlin (GER) 39
 Matthias Musche (GER) SC Magdeburg (GER) 39
 21 Adrien Dipanda (FRA) Saint-Raphael Var Handball (FRA) 37
 Current top scorers
 (Bold text indicates players that are still active in the competition.)
 Season Name & nation Club Goals
 2016/17 Hans Lindberg (DEN) Füchse Berlin (GER) 92
 2015/16 Ferran Sole Sala (ESP) Fraikin BM Granollers (ESP) 70
 2014/15 Skube Stas (SLO) Rk Gorenje Velenje (SLO) 81
 2013/14 Dragan Gajic (SLO) Montpellier Agglomeration HB (FRA) 72
 2012/13 Momir Rnic (SRB) Frisch Auf Göppingen (GER) 59
 Previous seasons’ top scorers
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 Past winners
 Previous Men’s Cup Winners’ Cup winners
 2012 SG Flensburg Handewitt (GER)2011 VfL Gummersbach (GER)2010 VfL Gummersbach (GER)2009 Pevafersa Valladolid (ESP)2008 MKB Veszprem KC (HUN)2007 HSV Hamburg2006 Chekhovski Medvedi (RUS)2005 C. BM Ademar Leon (ESP)2004 Portland San Antonio (ESP)2003 A.D.C. Ciudad Real (ESP)2002 A.D.C. Ciudad Real (ESP)2001 SG Flensburg Handewitt (GER)2000 Portland San Antonio (ESP)1999 Prosesa Ademar Leon (ESP)1998 Caja Cantabria Santander (ESP)1997 Elgorriaga Bidasoa (ESP)1996 TBV Lemgo (GER)1995 FC Barcelona (ESP)1994 FC Barcelona (ESP)
 Previous Men’s EHF Cup winners
 2012 Frisch Auf Göppingen (GER)2011 Frisch Auf Göppingen (GER)2010 TBV Lemgo (GER)2009 VfL Gummersbach (GER)2008 HSG Nordhorn (GER)2007 SC Magdeburg (GER)2006 TBV Lemgo (GER)2005 Tusem Essen (GER)2004 THW Kiel (GER)2003 FC Barcelona (ESP)2002 THW Kiel (GER)2001 Sportclub Magdeburg (GER)2000 Metkovic Jumbo (CRO)1999 Sportclub Magdeburg (GER)1998 THW Kiel (GER)1997 SG Flensburg Handewitt (GER)1996 BM Granollers (ESP)1995 BM Granollers (ESP)1994 Aliza Avidesa (ESP)
 2013 Rhein Neckar Löwen (GER)
 2014 Pick Szeged (HUN)
 2015 Füchse Berlin (GER)
 2016 Frisch Auf Göppingen (GER)
 Ottostadt Magdeburg EHF Cup Finals 2018 Draw
 Media Guide
 by
 EHF Media & Communications, 01/05/2018
 Contributors: Björn Pazen, Peter Bruun, Kevin Domas, Magdalena Pluszewska, Sergey Nikolaev, all stats by Roy Knoppert
 2017 Frisch Auf Göppingen (GER)
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