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 Media contacts
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 Vlado BrindzakMedia and CommunicationsEuropean Handball Federation+43 1 80 151 [email protected]
 POT 1 POT 2
 POT 3 POT 4
 TV and Radio
 Miguel Mateo MarcellanMedia ManagerEHF Marketing GmbH+43 1 80 151 [email protected]
 Vipers Kristiansand (NOR)Terje [email protected]
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Women´s EHF Champions league 2017/18
 status: 26.06.2017
 QualificationTournaments
 2Tournaments 4 groups with 4 teams 2 groups with 6 teams 8 teams 4 teams06.-08.10.2017 (1) 26.-28.01.2018 (1)
 08.-10.09.2017 13.-15.10.2017 (2) 02.-04.02.2018 (2) 06.-08.04.2018 12./13.05.2018tournaments 20.-22.10.2017 (3) 09.-11.02.2018 (3) first leg tournament
 played in semi finals 03.-05.11.2017 (4) 23.-25.02.2018 (4)and finals 10.-12.11.2017 (5) 02.-04.03.2018 (5) 13.-15.04.2018
 in one venue 17.-19.11.2017 (6) 09.-11.03.2018 (6) second leg
 1 HUN 1 Györi Audi ETO KC2 MNE 1 Buducnost3 MKD 1 HC Vardar4 ROU 1 CSM Bucuresti5 NOR 1 Larvik 6 RUS 1 Rostov-Don7 DEN 1 Nyköbing Falster HB8 FRA 1 Metz Handball9 GER 1 SG BBM Bietigheim
 10 SLO 1 RK Krim Mercator11 HUN 2 FTC-Rail Cargo Hungaria12 DEN 2 FC Midtjylland13 POL 1 Vistal Gdynia14 FRA 2 Brest Bretagne HB15 NOR 2 Vipers Kristiansand16 GER 2 Thüringer HC17 SWE 1 H 65 Höörs HK18 CRO 1 HC Podravka Vegeta19 AUT 1 Hypo Niederösterreich20 TUR 1 Kastamonu Belediyesi21 BLR 1 HC Gomel22 ESP 1 Mecalia Atletico Guardes
 WOMEN'S EHF CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 2017/18
 DRAWS: 29 June 2017 in Vienna/AUT 30 June 2017 in Ljubljana/SLO
 no draw 17.04.2018no draw
 Main Round FINAL4QuarterfinalsGroup Matches
 2 groups with 4 teams
 4th placed teams of CL Qualification Tournaments go to EHF Cup Rd 2, 2nd and 3rd placed teams of CL
 Qualification Tornaments go to EHF Cup Rd 3
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 Pots
 Pots for the qualification and group matchesFollowing the confirmation of the teams for the next season of the Women’s EHF Champions League the European Handball Federation has released the seeding both for the qualification and the group matches draw. While the former draw will take place at the EHF Office in Vienna on Thursday 29 June (11:00 hrs), the latter will be hosted by the Ljubljana castle on Friday evening. Both events will be streamed live on www.ehfTV.com and also on the competition’s Facebook page and the ehfTV youtube channel.
 Two tickets from the qualification
 Qualification will be played on 9 and 10 September in two tournaments, winners of which will be awarded with places in the group matches. The matches from each tournament will be played in one venue with two semi-finals, where teams from Pot 4 will meet teams from Pot 1 and teams from Pot 3 will face teams from Pot 2, followed by finals. The right to organise the qualification tournaments will also be drawn.
 Defending champions in Pot 1
 The group matches draw will follow on Friday 30 June with the event starting at 19:00 and the draw itself at 21:00 hrs local time. 14 directly seeded teams plus two qualification groups’ winners will be divided in four pots of four teams. Teams will not be able to face opponents from the same country in the group. Györi Audi ETO KC, the defending champions, are seeded in the second pot together with the other three participants of the TIPPMIX EHF FINAL4, Buducnost, HC Vardar and CSM Bucuresti.

Page 8
                        

8
 Vipers Kristiansand
 On 29 March 2017 they made history in the Grundigligaen, the Norwegian women’s league. Since 18 April 2001 Larvik haven’t lost a single match in the Norwegian league but on that Wednesday in March Kristiansand won on Larvik’s home ground 32:30.
 The two teams faced each other again in the finals of the play-offs. While Kristiansand won the first leg on home ground 31:30, Larvik won the second leg 26:20 and became 2016/17 Norwegian champions.
 In the new season, however, their squad is bound to get some boost. Just one name for all - the Norwegian veteran goalkeeper Katrine Lunde has returned home from Rostov-Don and her Champions League experience will be invaluable for the competition’s newcomers.
 POT 1
 Club AddressVipers KristiansandTangen 84608 KristiansandNorway
 Media contactTerje [email protected]
 www.vipers.no
 VipersKristiansand
 @VipersKrSand
 Playing hallAquarama KristiansandTangen 84608 KristiansandNorwayCapacity: 2,200
 Past achievementsWomen’s EHF Champions LeagueParticipations (including 2017/18 season): 1
 OtherCup Winners‘ Cup: quarter-finals 2015/16EHF Cup: semi-finals 2003/04, Last 16 2004/05
 Norwegian league: - (runners-up 2016/17)Norwegian cup: - (runners-up 2010)
 Kit colours
 LightPlayer shirt: pinkPlayer short: blackGK shirt: black
 DarkPlayer shirt: blackPlayer short: blackGK shirt: blue
 Vipers Kristiansand
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 Thüringer HC
 They dominated the German women’s Bundesliga for six seasons in a row. But this year this era came to an end. Thüringer HC finished second with eight points behind the new and unbeaten champions SG BBM Bietigheim. They also reached the final four of the German Cup. The semi-final between Thüringen and TuS Metzingen ended in a tie after the regular playing time. In a thrilling penalty shoot-out it were Metzingen who eventually won the trophy with a 23:22 victory.Despite not making it to the Champions League as the German champions, they still made it to the European top flight after the EHF Executive Committee meeting in Zagreb granted them a place in the qualification following their upgrade request via the German Handball Federation.
 POT 1
 Club AddressThüringer HCMittelhäuser Str. 2199089 ErfurtGermany
 Media contactBernd Hohnstein+49 179 4649 [email protected]
 www.thueringer-hc.de
 ThueringerHC
 @ThueringerHC
 Playing hallWiedigsburghalle NordhausenAugust-Bebel-Platz 699734 NordhausenGermanyCapacity: 2,218
 Past achievementsWomen’s EHF Champions LeagueParticipations (including 2017/18 season): 7Quarter-finals (1): 2014/15Main Round (3): 2013/14, 2015/16, 2016/17Group Matches (2): 2011/12, 2012/13
 OtherCup Winners’ Cup: semi-final 2012/13Challenge Cup: runners-up 2008/09
 German league: 6 titles (2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016)German cup: 2 titles
 Kit colours
 LightPlayer shirt: whitePlayer short: blackGK shirt: black
 DarkPlayer shirt: redPlayer short: blackGK shirt: violet
 Thüringer HC
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 H 65 Höörs HKAfter being named Swedish champions eight years in a row, IK Sävehof´s domi-nance was finally broken in 2017. Though H 65 Höörs HK were not able to win the Challenge Cup as they did in 2014, with defeats in both legs of the final against HC Lokomotiva Zagreb putting an end to that hope, Höör took surprising revenge in the final of the Swedish championship.In the semi-final, Sävehof eliminated their opponents in the finals over the previ-ous two years, Skuru IK, while Höör sent Lugi HF home.Unlike the quarter- and semi-finals, which are played ‘best of five’, the final in Swe-den is a one-match affair. The final result of 27:25 does not provide a real picture of the difference between the two finalists, as Höör were in control almost all the way. Not even 13 goals from right wing Emma Ekenman-Fernis were enough to save Sävehof from losing their first championship final in eight years.For their maiden voyage in the Women’s EHF Champions League, Höör will have to do without two of their key players from this season, who are both joining other Champions League participants. Goalkeeper Jessica Ryde is joining FC Midtjylland, while left back Cassandra Tollbring is continuing her career in Larvik. For siblings Cassandra and Jerry Tollbring, the day of the finals was a family triumph as later that same afternoon, younger brother Jerry copied Cassandra’s triumph and won the men’s championship with Kristianstad.
 POT 2
 Club AddressH 65 Höörs HKFriluftsvägen 11Sweden
 Media contactJan Hansson+46 670 6212172 (mobile)[email protected]
 www.h65.se
 HoorsHkH65
 h65hoor
 Playing hallEslövhallenOnsjövägen243 34 Eslöv, SwedenCapacity: 1,500
 Past achievementsWomen’s EHF Champions LeagueParticipations (including 2017/18 season): 1
 OtherChallenge Cup: 2013/14 winners, 2016/17 runners-up, 2012/13 semi-finalistsEHF Cup: 2015/16 quarter-finalists
 Swedish league: 1 title (2017)
 Kit colours
 LightPlayer shirt: light bluePlayer short: blackGoalkeeper shirt: dark blue
 DarkPlayer shirt: redPlayer short: redGoalkeeper shirt: orange
 H 65 Höörs HK
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 HC PodravkaVegeta
 In one of the most tightly-contested finishes the Croatian league has seen, Podrav-ka defended their title – though they relied on goal difference to do it.
 After suffering a heavy 17:10 defeat in the ultimate round against Lokomotiva Zagreb, which put their title credentials under question, Podravka’s celebrations were kept at minimum.
 The unexpected defeat was not met with approval, and as a result, coach Dragan Mrdjen resigned his post after lifting six trophies in four years with the club.
 Nevertheless, Podravka celebrated their record 23rd title, and will continue their Women’s EHF Champions League ambitions in the new season.
 They will start the season with a former sharpshooter of the European top flight at the helm as Snezana Petika took over the position in June. In the 1995/96 season Petika steered her team to their only title in the EHF Champions League as the top scorer of the whole competition.
 POT 2
 Club address:HC Podravka VegetaZeljka Selingera 3A48000 KoprivnicaCroatia
 Media contact:Ljerka Vresk+385 98 325 [email protected]
 www.rk-podravka.hr
 RkPodravka
 Playing hallSport Hall Fran GalovićZeljka Selingera bb48000 KoprivnicaCroatiaCapacity: 2,500
 Past achievements
 Women’s EHF Champions LeagueParticipations (including 2017/18 season): 24Winners (1): 1995/96Runners-up (1): 1994/95Semi-finals (1): 1997/98Quarter-finals (1): 1996/97Main Round (3): 2000/01, 2001/02, 2008/09Group Matches/Champions League (13): 1993/94, 1998/99, 1999/00, 2002/03, 2006/07, 2007/08, 2009/10, 2010/11, 2011/12, 2012/13, 2013/14, 2014/15, 2015/16Qualification (3): 2003/04, 2005/06, 2016/17
 OtherChampions Trophy: Winners 1995/96Cup Winners’ Cup: Runners-up 2004/05, Semi-finals 2007/08EHF Cup: Runners-up 2000/01, 2005/06
 Croatian league: 23 titlesCroatian cup: 22 titles
 Kit colours
 LightPlayer shirt: red/whitePlayer short: redGoalkeeper shirt: orange/white
 DarkPlayer shirt: bluePlayer short: blue/blackGoalkeeper shirt: black
 HC Podravka Vegeta
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 HypoNiederösterreich
 The 2016/2017 season was a historic one in Austria: For the first time in nearly 30 years, Hypo Niederösterreich did not win both trophies. The four-time EHF Cham-pions League winners were defeated 17:18 by MGA Fivers in the Austrian Cup final after 29 trophies in a row.
 But in the league finals, Martin Matuschkowitz’s team struck back, beating the Vienna-based Fivers team twice in the best-of-three series (31:23 and 32:21) to secure their 41st straight league title.
 For Hypo, it was not only the first-ever season that saw them defeated in the Cup final – it was also the first time they did not make it to the group stage of the EHF Champions League, as they lost the final of the qualification tournament against German side HC Leipzig.
 While Ines Ivancok (Fivers) finished as top scorer of the season with 150 goals, Hypo centre back Patricia Kovacs was awarded best player of the season.
 POT 3
 Club AddressHypo NiederösterreichBSFZ SüdstadtLiese-Prokop-Platz 12344 Maria EnzersdorfAustria
 Media contact:Kati Kovacs+43 664 6016 [email protected]
 www.hypo-noe.at
 hyponoe
 Playing hall
 BSFZ SüdstadtLiese Prokop Platz 12344 Maria EnzersdorfAustriaCapacity: 1,020
 Past achievements
 Women’s EHF Champions LeagueParticipations (including 2017/18 season): 25Winners (4): 1993/94, 1994/95, 1997/98, 1999/2000Runners-up (2): 1995/96, 2007/08Semi-final (5): 1996/97, 1998/99, 2004/05, 2006/07, 2008/09Quarter-final (1): 2005/06Group Matches (11): 2000/01, 2001/02, 2002/03, 2003/04, 2009/10, 2010/11, 2011/12, 2012/13, 2013/14, 2014/15, 2015/16Qualification (1): 2016/17
 OtherChampions Trophy: Winners 1999/2000Cup Winners’ Cup: Winners 2012/13, Run-ners-up 2003/04
 Austrian league: 41 titles (1977-2017)Austrian cup: 29 titles
 Kit colours
 LightPlayer shirt: yellowPlayer short: blueGoalkeeper shirt: orange
 DarkPlayer shirt: blackPlayer short: blackGoalkeeper shirt: blue
 Hypo Niederösterreich
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 KastamonuBelediyesi
 One year after playing the Challenge Cup Final, Kastamonu GSK won their first ever national championship title.
 With coach Hakan Günal at the helm of this small town’s team, the turning point of the season came when Kastamonu defeated Izmir BSB GSK with a buzzer-beating goal.
 Yenimahalle – who were favourites to win the 2016/17 trophy – and Kastamonu defeated each other once and each lost one game to unexpected rivals, but they were otherwise unbeaten with 48 points at the end of the season.
 Kastamonu’s decisive victory came from the Youth league. According to newly-im-plemented rules, adult teams are awarded 10 per cent of their youth team’s points. Therefore, Yenimahalle received 1.2 and Kastamonu collected 1.5. Kastamonu won the title with a difference of 0.3 points.
 POT 3
 Club address:Kastamonu B. Genclik SKAktekke mahallesi barbaros cadde37100 Kastamonu, Turkey
 Media contact:Ahmet Cevher+90 544 [email protected]
 www.kastamonubelediyesigsk.org
 Playing hallTHF Spor ComplexYildizevler Hilal Mah.Holanda Cad. No 4706550 Cankaya/AnkaraTurkeyCapacity: 2,090
 Past achievementsWomen’s EHF Champions LeagueParticipations (including 2017/18 season): 1
 OtherEHF Cup: 2003/04 Round 2Challenge Cup: runners-up 2015/16, Round 4 2009/10
 Turkish league: 1 title (2017)Turkish cup: -
 Kit colours
 LightPlayer shirt: white-red-blackPlayer short: white-red-blackGoalkeeper shirt: black-blue-yellow
 DarkPlayer shirt: blackPlayer short: whiteGoalkeeper shirt: black-blue-yellow
 Kastamonu Belediyesi
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 HCGomel
 BNTU-BelAZ were a major force in the Belarusian league for years, winning the trophy 22 times, but recently the centre of gravity in Belarusian women’s handball shifted to Gomel.
 Coached by the Belarus national coach Tomaz Cater, HC Gomel became the cham-pions for the second straight year in 2016/17.
 Having won the regular season, BNTU were unable to confirm their superiority in the final games against Gomel. The best-of-five series was a fitting end to the season, as the teams had to play all five matches to determine the strongest side.
 BNTU led 1:0, then 2:1 in the series, but Gomel showed good morale and turned the battle around. In the decisive fifth match, they dominated and deservedly won 28:20, thus claiming the gold medal.
 POT 4
 Club Address
 HC Gomelst. 50 let Gomselmasha, 12246018 GomelBelarus
 Media contact
 Tomaz Cater+375 44 [email protected]
 www.ghc.by
 gk.gomel
 HandballGomel
 Playing hall
 Sportshall VictoriaLeningradskaya 4224028 BrestBelarusCapacity: 3,500
 Past achievementsWomen’s EHF Champions LeagueParticipations (including 2017/18 season): 2Qualification (1): 2016/17
 OtherCup Winners’ Cup: Round 3 2012/13EHF Cup: Round 3 2014/15
 Belarusian league: 2 titles (2016, 2017)Belarusian cup: 3 titles
 Kit colours
 LightPlayer shirt: yellowPlayer short: blackGoalkeeper shirt: green
 DarkPlayer shirt: bluePlayer short: blackGoalkeeper shirt: green
 IK Sävehof
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 Mecalia AtleticoGuardes
 Galician team Mecalia Atletico Guardes celebrated the club’s 50th anniversary by winning the Liga Loterías for the first time in history, ending four seasons of domi-nance from Bera Bera.
 The victory was a significant achievement for the club from a town with a popula-tion of just 10,000, who won the league in the last round.
 Canaria team Rocasa Gran Canaria, who finished third in the league, won the Copa de la Reina by beating Bera Bera in extra time in the final. It was the second Copa in club history, after they claimed the first in 2015.
 POT 4
 Club AddressMecalia Atletico GuardesSport Hall A SangrinaPortugal Avenue s/n36780 A GuardaSpain
 Media contactJose Ignacio Prades Pons+34 609 800454 (mobile)[email protected]
 www.balonmanatleticoguardes.com
 mecaliaguardesofficial
 Playing hallComplejo Deportivo de As TravesasAv. de Castrelos, 1, 36210 VigoSpainCapacity: 6,000
 Past achievementsWomen’s EHF Champions LeagueParticipations (including 2017/18 season): 1
 OtherChallenge Cup: quarter-finals 2016/17Cup Winners’ Cup: Round 3 2013/14, 2014/15, 2015/16
 Spanish league: 1 title (2017)Spanish cup: -
 Kit colours
 LightPlayer shirt: red-whitePlayer short: redGK shirt: green
 DarkPlayer shirt: blackPlayer short: blackGK shirt: blue
 Mecalia Atletico Guardes
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 2015/16 Top Scorers
 2016/17 Top Scorers
 Rank Player Club Goals
 1 Andrea Penezic (CRO) HC Vardar (MKD) 98
 2 Isabelle Gulldén (SWE) CSM Bucuresti (ROU) 92
 3 Katarina Bulatovic (MNE) Buducnost (MNE) 90Cristina Neagu (ROU) Buducnost (MNE) 90
 5 Nora Mørk (NOR) Györi Audi ETO KC (HUN) 85
 6 Anita Görbicz (HUN) Györi Audi ETO KC (HUN) 84
 Ana Gros (SLO) Metz Handball (FRA) 84
 8 Linn-Kristin Koren Riegelhuth (NOR) Larvik (NOR) 83
 9 Stine Jörgensen (DEN) FC Midtjylland (DEN) 81
 10 Karina Sabirova (RUS) Astrakhanochka (RUS) 78
 11 Amanda Kurtovic (NOR) Larvik (NOR) 74
 12 Eduarda Amorim Taleska (BRA) Györi Audi ETO KC (HUN) 70
 13 Jovanka Radicevic (MNE) HC Vardar (MKD) 69
 14 Carmen Martin (ESP) CSM Bucuresti (ROU) 65
 15 Iveta Luzumova (CZE) Thüringer HC (GER) 6416 Nerea Pena (ESP) FTC-Rail Cargo Hungaria (HUN) 60
 17 Jenny Alm (SWE) Team Esbjerg (DEN) 59
 Andrea Lekic (SRB) HC Vardar (MKD) 59
 19 Alexandra Lacrabere (FRA) HC Vardar (MKD) 58
 20 Marit Malm Frafjord (NOR) Larvik (NOR) 57
 Veronica Kristiansen (NOR) FC Midtjylland (DEN) 57
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 1994 Hypo Niederösterreich AUT
 1995 Hypo Niederösterreich AUT
 1996 Podravka Koprivnica CRO
 1997 Mar El Osito L Eliana Valencia ESP
 1998 Hypo Niederösterreich AUT
 1999 Dunaferr SE HUN
 2000 Hypo Niederösterreich AUT
 2001 RK Krim Neutro Roberts SLO
 2002 Kometal D.P. Skopje MKD
 2003 Krim ETA Kotex Ljubljana SLO
 2004 Slagelse FH DEN
 2005 Slagelse FH DEN
 2006 Viborg A/S DEN
 2007 Slagelse FH DEN
 2008 Zvezda Zvenigorod RUS
 2009 Viborg A/S DEN
 2010 Viborg A/S DEN
 2011 Larvik HK NOR
 2012 Buducnost Podgorica MNE
 2013 Gyõri Audi ETO KC HUN
 2014 Gyõri Audi ETO KC HUN
 2015 Buducnost Podgorica MNE
 2016 CSM Bucuresti ROU
 2017 Györi Audi ETO KC HUN
 Past winners
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 All-time clubs standings
 TR Name of the club MP W D L GF:FA GD P NP %
 1 Buducnost MNE 218 125 21 72 5837:5473 +364 271:165 (21) 62,16%
 2 Györi Audi ETO KC HUN 172 122 12 38 4829:4221 +608 256:88 (13) 74,42%
 3 Hypo Niederösterreich AUT 198 124 5 69 5285:5002 +283 252*:144 (23) 63,64%
 4 Larvik NOR 190 113 10 67 5135:4721 +414 236:144 (18) 62,11%
 5 RK Krim Mercator SLO 214 106 10 98 5778:5707 +71 222:206 (21) 51,87%
 6 Viborg HK DEN 164 87 12 65 4565:4323 +242 186:142 (17) 56,71%
 7 FTC-Rail Cargo Hungaria HUN 132 68 11 53 3604:3477 +127 147:117 (15) 55,68%
 8 Oltchim Rm. Valcea ROU 118 62 8 48 3148:3005 +143 132:104 (12) 55,93%
 9 CBM Astroc Sagunto ESP 100 52 3 45 2658:2582 +76 107:93 (12) 53,50%
 10 HC Podravka Vegeta CRO 124 50 7 67 3124:3262 -138 107:141 (18) 43,15%
 11 Kometal Gjorce Petrov MKD 98 47 6 45 2460:2410 +50 100:96 (12) 51,02%
 12 FC Midtjylland DEN 96 44 6 46 2470:2476 -6 94:98 (9) 48,96%
 13 HC Vardar MKD 62 41 6 15 1803:1574 +229 88:36 (4) 70,97%
 14 Dinamo-Sinara RUS 94 38 9 47 2473:2520 -47 85:103 (11) 45,21%
 15 Slagelse DT DEN 56 38 2 16 1514:1400 +114 78:34 (5) 69,64%
 16 HC Lada RUS 62 33 2 27 1729:1737 -8 68:56 (7) 54,84%
 17 Dunaferr NK HUN 52 29 4 19 1395:1285 +110 62:42 (6) 59,62%
 18 Metz Handball FRA 80 26 6 48 1979:2084 –105 58:102 (10) 36,25%
 19 Thüringer HC GER 62 21 5 36 1582:1667 -85 47:77 (6) 37,90%
 20 Zvezda Zvenigorod RUS 46 21 3 22 1294:1297 -3 45:47 (5) 48,91%
 21 HC Leipzig GER 72 20 3 49 1792:2025 –233 43:101 (9) 29,86%
 22 CSM Bucuresti ROU 32 20 2 10 843:794 +49 42:22 (2) 65,63%
 23 MKS Selgros Lublin POL 64 18 5 41 1617:1782 –165 41:87 (10) 32,03%
 24 Grupo Asfi Itxako Navarra ESP 34 17 5 12 879:839 +40 39:29 (3) 57,35%
 25 Byasen NOR 40 15 3 22 942:1006 –64 33:47 (6) 41,25%
 28 Rostov-Don RUS 20 12 1 7 547:499 48 25:15 (2) 62,50%
 NR HC Gomel BLR 0 0 0 0 0:0 0 0:0 (0) 0,00%
 NR Nykøbing FH DEN 0 0 0 0 0:0 0 0:0 (0) 0,00%
 NR BM Atletico Guardes ESP 0 0 0 0 0:0 0 0:0 (0) 0,00%
 NR Brest Bretagne FRA 0 0 0 0 0:0 0 0:0 (0) 0,00%
 NR SG BBM Bietigheim GER 0 0 0 0 0:0 0 0:0 (0) 0,00%
 NR Vipers Kristiansand NOR 0 0 0 0 0:0 0 0:0 (0) 0,00%
 NR Vistal Gdynia POL 0 0 0 0 0:0 0 0:0 (0) 0,00%
 NR Höörs HK H65 SWE 0 0 0 0 0:0 0 0:0 (0) 0,00%
 NR Kastamonu Belediyesi TUR 0 0 0 0 0:0 0 0:0 (0) 0,00%
 All-time clubs standings
 * = Point for Hypo NÖ deducted by official decisionExcluding Qualifying matches
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