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Know a local youth handball team from 8-14 years old that could use some high-quality handballs? Apply for a whole bag of them from the official VELUX EHF Champions League supplier SELECT. Anyone can apply, whether a player on a youth team or a parent, friend or local supporter.
 Apply at veluxhandball.com, surprise your team and be a legend among them.
 BE A LEGEND GET FREE HANDBALLS
 veluxhandball.com
 V11944-045_EHF-FINAL-4-official-magazine-210x297mm.indd 1 27/04/2017 15:34:40
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status: 26.06.2017
 QualificationTournament
 13.-17.09.2017 (1); 20.-24.09.2017 (2);01.-03.09.2017 27.09.-01.10.17 (3); 04.-08.10.17 (4) 21.-25.03.2018 18.-22.04.2018 26./27.05.2018
 tournament 11.-15.10.2017 (5); 01.-05.11.2017 (6) first leg first leg tournament08.-12.11.2017 (7); 15.-19.11.2017 (8)
 22.-26.11.2017 (9); 29.11.-3.12.2017 (10) 28.03.-01.04.2018 25.-29.04.201807.-11.02.18 (11-A/B); 14.-18.02.18 (12-A/B) second leg second leg21.-25.02.2018 (13); 28.2.-04.03.18 (14)
 29 June 2017 in Vienna/AUT 30 June 2017 in Ljubljana/SLO no draw no draw 01.05.2018
 Group A and B (16 teams)2 groups with 8 teams
 1 HUN 1 Telekom Veszprem HC2 ESP 1 FC Barcelona Lassa3 POL 1 KS Vive Tauron Kielce4 MKD 1 HC Vardar5 FRA 1 Paris Saint-Germain Handball6 GER 1 Rhein-Neckar Löwen7 CRO 1 HC PPD Zagreb8 DEN 1 Aalborg Handball9 BLR 1 HC Meshkov Brest
 10 POL 2 Orlen Wisla Plock11 SLO 1 RK Celje Pivovarna Lasko12 HUN 2 MOL-Pick Szeged13 SWE 1 IFK Kristianstad14 GER 2 SG Flensburg-Handewitt15 FRA 2 HBC Nantes16 GER 3 THW Kiel
 Group C and D (12 teams)
 2 groups with 6 teams
 17 ESP 2 Abanca Ademar Leon18 MKD 2 HC Metalurg19 DEN 2 Skjern Handball 20 UKR 1 HC Motor Zaporozhye21 SLO 2 RK Gorenje Velenje22 FRA 3 Montpellier Handball23 SUI 1 Kadetten Schaffhausen24 TUR 1 Besiktas Mogaz HT25 RUS 1 Chekhovskie medvedi26 ROU 1 Dinamo Bucuresti27 NOR 1 Elverum Handball28 POR 1 Sporting CP29 SVK 1 Tatran Presov30 AUT 1 ALPLA HC Hard31 FIN 1 Cocks
 VELUX EHF CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 2017/18
 Last 16 FINAL4QuarterfinalsGroup Phase
 1 groups with 4 teams
 played in semi finals and finals played in semi finals and finals
 4 teams
 in one venue
 4th placed team of CL Qualification Tournament goes to the EHF Cup Qualification Rd 2, 2nd and 3rd placed team of CL
 Qualification Tornament goes to EHF Cup Qualification Rd 3
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8
 Pots for the qualification and group phase
 Pots for the qualification and group phaseAll claimants to the European club throne in its anniversary season will unfold their battle plans in the medieval stronghold as the group stage draw of the EHF Champions League takes place at Ljubljana Castle. Three stellar names known from the Slovenian and foreign Champions League clubs will help at the draw.
 Less than a month after a thrilling conclusion of the 2016/17 European club competitions season the representatives of the continent’s elite clubs congregate again this week for two draw events on Thursday and Friday to outline their first steps in the new season.
 The 2017/18 edition of the European top flight will mark the 25th anniversary in both men’s and women’s competition.
 Tamara Mavsar, Vid Kavticnik and Dragan Gajic, three stellar names known from Slovenian and foreign Champions League clubs will take over the responsibility for drawing of the lots on Friday together with the EHF President Michael Wiederer.
 Qualification draw in Vienna
 First, the focus shifted to the EHF’s headquarters in Vienna. On Thursday 29 June (11:00 hrs) the qualification tournaments have been drawn. A draw of the two women’s qualification groups will be followed by drawing of the order in the hosting rights for the tournaments.
 As there is just one group in the men’s qualification and seeding has determined the semi-final pairings, there is only a hosting rights draw needed.
 Main draw event at Ljubljana castle
 For the second year in a row the group stage draw will take place away from Vienna. After all eyes of handball fans were on Denmark’s Glostrup (the headquarters of the EHF’s official ball supplier SELECT) last year, the Slovenian capital will step into the spotlight, as the Ljubljana castle will host the event.
 The location of a combined men’s and women’s event could hardly be more matching as when the decision was announced Slovenia was the only country besides Spain which could boast both men’s and women’s EHF Champions League winners. Only on Sunday 4 June FYR Macedonia joined this elite company after HC Vardar claimed the trophy at the VELUX EHF FINAL4 in Cologne.
 Both RK Krim Mercator, who won the Europe’s premier competition twice in 2001 and 2003, and RK Celje Pivovarna Lasko, who dominated amongst continent’s best clubs in 2004, are also on the starting grid of the upcoming season.
 Draw procedure
 The official part of the event will start at 19:00 hrs local time, while the “serious business” of drawing the lots will begin at 21:00 hrs. There will be a lot of important names present at the event - Zoran Jankovic, the mayor of Ljubljana, Franjo Bobinac, president of the Slovenian Handball Federation and CEO of the new EHF’s regional sponsor Gorenje, Janez Kocijancic, European Olympic Committee’s Acting President, and Predrag Boskovic, EHF Vice President, to name a few.

Page 9
                        

9
 Pots for the qualification and group phase
 VELUX EHF Champions League
 After the Women’s EHF Champions League draw will be completed, the right back of Montpellier HB Vid Kavticnik will take over from Tamara Mavsar at the podium to take care of the VELUX EHF Champions League Group C and Group D. As there is no threat of having two teams from the same country the former Champions League winner (with THW Kiel) will be free to draw all twelve balls.
 The situation will be rather more complicated when it comes to Group A and Group B. Dragan Gajic, who finished third with Telekom Veszprem at the VELUX EHF FINAL4 earlier this June, will draw only four pots and the rest will have to be allocated.

Page 10
                        

10
 Telekom Veszprém HC
 Telekom Veszprém, who also won the Hungarian Cup in a thrilling game against Szeged, defended their title in 2016/17 to claim their overall 25th trophy – and continue the series that has seen them win every Hungarian trophy since 2008.
 In the new competition format this season there were no play-offs, just a two-leg final between the first two teams of the regular season.
 Surprisingly it was MOL-Pick Szeged that won the regular season, albeit only by a single goal as they lost 24:22 in Veszprém after beating the reigning champions by a three-goal margin in Szeged.
 The teams met again in the final, where Veszprém won the first leg 23:17 then kept the second match under control, allowing Szeged a 30:27 victory that was not enough to claim the title.
 POT 1
 Club AddressVeszprem HC5 Külső Kádártai út8200 VeszprémHungary
 Media contactZsolt Sevinger+36 [email protected]
 handballveszprem.hu
 veszpremhandballteam
 @mkbveszpremkc
 Playing hallVeszprém ArenaKülso Kadartai ut8200 VeszprémHungaryCapacity: 5,020
 Past achievementsVELUX EHF Champions LeagueParticipations (including 2017/18 season): 23Final (3): 2001/02, 2014/15, 2015/16Semi-final (4): 2002/03, 2005/06, 2013/14, 2016/17Quarter-final (9): 1997/98, 1998/99, 1999/00, 2003/04, 2004/05, 2006/07, 2008/09, 2009/10, 2012/13Last 16 (3): 1993/94, 2010/11, 2011/12Group Phase (3): 1994/95, 1995/96, 2007/08
 OtherCup Winners‘ Cup: Winners 2007/08, Run-ners-up 1996/97SEHA-league: 2 titles (2015, 2016)Hungarian league: 25 titles (1985, 1986, 1992, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2008-17)Hungarian Cup winner: 26 times
 Kit colours
 LightPlayer shirt: whitePlayer short: whiteGK shirt: green
 DarkPlayer shirt: redPlayer short: redGK shirt: black
 Telekom Veszprém HC
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11
 FC Barcelona Lassa
 The team lead by coach Xavi Pascual continued their dominance this season, and have now won all the Spanish championships four seasons in a row. In 2017, they were again victorious in all domestic competition matches to tally 158 consecutive victories overall, and 121 in the league.
 However, in the ASOBAL league, this season saw some close games for FC Barce-lona Lassa. They won three matches by just one goal – home and away against Abanca Ademar Leon (the league runners-up), and versus Bada Huesca at Palau Blaugrana.
 Barcelona also won the final of the Copa ASOBAL at Fraikin BM. Granollers in De-cember and, after their VELUX EHF FINAL4 Semi-final defeat, claimed the Copa del Rey by beating Naturhouse La Rioja at the Final 8 in Copa del Rey in June in León.
 They defeated Helvetia Anaitasuna to win the Spanish Cup Winner’s Cup and Gra-nollers to raise the Catalan Cup.
 Captain Victor Tomas reached a milestone 50 trophies with Barcelona this season.
 POT 2
 Club AddressFC Barcelona LassaAvda. Aristides Maillol, s/n08028 BarcelonaSpain
 Media contactGustau Galvache+34 [email protected]
 www.fcbarcelona.cat
 FCBHandbol
 @FCBHandbol
 Playing hallPalau BlaugranaAv. Aristides Maillol, s/n08028 BarcelonaSpainCapacity: 7,250
 Kit colours
 LightPlayer shirt: light greenPlayer short: light greenGK shirt: blue or yellow
 DarkPlayer shirt: blue and redPlayer short: blueGK shirt: green or black
 FC Barcelona Lassa
 Past achievementsVELUX EHF Champions LeagueParticipations (including 2017/18 season): 21Winner (8): 1995/96, 1996/97, 1997/98, 1998/99, 1999/00, 2004/05, 2010/11, 2014/15Final (3): 2000/01, 2009/10, 2012/13Semi-final (3): 2007/08, 2013/14, 2016/17Quarter-final (4): 2005/06, 2006/07, 2011/12, 2015/16Last 16 (1): 2003/04Main Round (1): 2008/09OtherEHF Cup: Winners 2002/03, Runners-up 2001/02Cup Winners‘ Cup: Winners 1993/94, 1994/95 Spanish league: 24 titles (1969, 1973, 1980, 1982, 1986, 1988-92, 1996-2000, 2003, 2006, 2011-17)Spanish Cup winner: 21 titlesAsobal Cup winner: 12 titles
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12
 KS Vive Tauron Kielce
 When it became clear that Kielce would no longer have a chance of defending their Champions League title, mobilisation on domestic ground reached its highest level.
 The 2016/17 edition of the PGNiG Superliga featured a brand-new format, with Kielce finishing the group phase as the only unbeaten team and a seven-point lead over runners-up Orlen Wisla Plock.
 After the victorious Polish Cup, the two-leg final against the Oilers saw two victo-ries for Kielce – 25:24 then 31:29.
 It was the first time in many years that Kielce could celebrate the championship win at home, as the schedule usually meant they recorded the final victory in Plock.
 POT 2
 Club AddressKS Vive Tauron Kielceul. Robotnicza 525-662 KielcePoland
 Media contactSebastian Kozubek+48 [email protected]
 www.vtkielce.pl
 kielcehandball
 @ksvive
 Playing hallHala M.O.S.I.R – Legionówul. Boczna 15A25-093 KielcePolandCapacity: 4,000
 Kit colours
 LightPlayer shirt: yellowPlayer short: blueGK shirt: blue
 DarkPlayer shirt: bluePlayer short: blueGK shirt: green
 KS Vive Tauron Kielce
 Past achievementsVELUX EHF Champions LeagueParticipations (including 2017/18 season): 15Winners (1): 2015/16Semi-final (2): 2012/13, 2014/15 (third ranked in VELUX F4)Last 16 (6): 1993/94, 1994/95, 2009/10, 2011/12, 2013/14, 2016/17Last 32 (2): 1996/97, 1998/99Group Matches (3): 1999/2000, 2003/04, 2010/11
 Other11 participations in other ECs
 Polish league: 13 titles (1993, 1994, 1996, 1998, 1999, 2003, 2009, 2010, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016)Polish cup: 13 titles
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13
 HC Vardar
 When the freshly-crowned VELUX EHF Champions League winners joined the Macedonian championship in the play-offs in April, they were defeated 29:26 by their biggest rival Metalurg.
 However, Raul Gonzales’ squad had an easy task in all seven matches that followed, recording only victories from that point on.
 Although Vardar and Metalurg had same number of points at the end of the cham-pionship, Vardar lifted their 17th trophy won in the Macedonian league thanks to a better goal difference.
 In addition to the domestic championship title, Vardar won the Macedonian Cup and the SEHA League, and were awarded with the ‘Medal of Merit for Macedonia’ for their Champions League success.
 POT 2
 Club AddressHC Vardar Marko SavovskiBUL 8 mi Septemvri 20FYR Macedonia
 Media contactBiljana [email protected]
 www.rkvardar.com.mk
 rkvardar
 @HCVardar
 Kit colours
 LightPlayer shirt: whitePlayer short: whiteGK shirt: red
 DarkPlayer shirt: black/redPlayer short: blackGK shirt: green, black
 HC Vardar
 Playing hallJane SandanskiSkopjeFYR MacedoniaCapacity: 5,000
 Past achievementsVELUX EHF Champions LeagueParticipations (including 2017/18 season): 12Winners (1): 2016/17Quarter-final (3): 2013/14, 2014/15, 2015/16Last 32 (1): 1999/2000Group Phase (6): 2001/02, 2002/03, 2003/04, 2004/05, 2007/08, 2009/10
 OtherCup Winners’ Cup: Semi-finals 1998/99, 2004/05, 2010/11, Quarter-finals 2006/07
 SEHA league: 3 titles (2012, 2014, 2017)
 Macedonian league: 11 titles (1999, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2007, 2009, 2013, 2015, 2016, 2017)Macedonian cup: 12 titles
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14
 Paris Saint-Germain Handball
 For the third consecutive year, Paris Saint-Germain Handball finished with the champions’ crown. It was however, a close affair all season, as Nantes proved to be a tough opponent.
 Nantes, who was defeated by Paris in the VELUX EHF Champions League Last 16, were the only team to beat PSG twice this season – thereby causing the only two defeats in the league for Nikola Karabatic and his teammates.
 But in the long run, Paris proved to be the best team and Nantes finished three points behind them, despite another win in the capital in the last game (37:38).
 With 167 goals, Uwe Gensheimer was the top scorer of the season, and received the same award for the VELUX EHF Champions League (115 goals), though Paris were defeated by Vardar in the final.
 POT 3
 Club AddressParis Saint-Germain Handball82 avenue Georges Lafont75016 ParisFrance
 Media contactLouise Cosnard+33 675 591 [email protected]
 www.psghand.fr
 PSGHand
 @psghand
 Kit colours
 LightPlayer shirt: whitePlayer short: whiteGK shirt: green
 DarkPlayer shirt: bluePlayer short: blueGK shirt: green
 Paris Saint-Germain Handball
 Playing hallStade Pierre de Coubertin82, Avenue Georges Lafond75016 ParisFranceCapacity: 4,012
 Past achievementsVELUX EHF Champions LeagueParticipations (including 2017/18 season): 6Runners-up (1): 2016/17Semi-final (1): 2015/16 (3rd)Quarter-final (2): 2013/14, 2014/15Last 16 (1): 2005/06
 OtherEHF Cup: Quarter-finals 2006/07, Last 16 2003/04
 French league: 4 titles (2013, 2015, 2016, 2017)French cup: 2 titles
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15
 Rhein-Neckar Löwen
 For the second time in a row, Rhein-Neckar Löwen finished on top of the Bunde-sliga. In contrast to 2016, when the decision was made in the very last match, the Mannheim-based team earned the title two rounds before the end.
 Flensburg had sat on top of the ranking for most of the season, but in the end missed their second-ever league title after 2004 by losing to EHF Cup winners Göppingen.
 After a season without a trophy in 2015/16, record champions THW Kiel won the German Cup by beating Flensburg in the final.
 In 2016/17, for the first time ever, the Bundesliga was not represented at the VE-LUX EHF FINAL4 – though Germany continued their dominant role in the EHF Cup, as Frisch Auf Göppingen defended the trophy on home ground, beating Füchse Berlin in the final.
 POT 3
 Club AddressRhein-Neckar LöwenMollstraße 49a68165 MannheimGermany
 Media contactChristopher [email protected]
 rhein-neckar-loewen.de
 rnloewen
 @RNLoewen
 Playing hallSAP ArenaAn der Arena 168163 MannheimGermanyCapacity: 13,200
 Kit colours
 LightPlayer shirt: yellowPlayer short: blueGK shirt: red/blue
 DarkPlayer shirt: bluePlayer short: blueGK shirt: red/white
 Rhein-Neckar Löwen
 Past achievementsVELUX EHF Champions LeagueParticipations (including 2017/18 season): 9Semi-final (2): 2008/09, 2010/11Quarter-final (2): 2009/10, 2013/14Last 16 (3): 2014/15, 2015/16, 2016/17Qualification (1): 2011/12
 OtherCup Winners’ Cup: Runners-up 2007/08EHF Cup: Winners 2012/13, Semi-finals 2011/12, Quarter-finals 2006/07
 German league: 2 titles (2016, 2017)
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 HC PPDZagreb
 Hardly any teams have shown the kind of dominance Zagreb have in the last 25 years. Despite a turbulent season with little success in the SEHA and VELUX EHF Champions League, Zagreb fought their way to a remarkable 50th domestic trophy (with 26 league and 24 cup titles won).
 2017’s victory also means Zagreb have defended the Croatian league trophy each and every year since its introduction in the 1991/92 season.
 Interestingly, Zagreb also made three coaching changes during the season.
 Veselin Vujovic was replaced by Silvio Ivandija, who led the squad throughout the better part of 2016/17. However, Ivandija’s time with Zagreb was reduced to a stint in favour of seasoned Bosnian tactician Kasim Kamenica, who finished the season with the team.
 Next season will also see a big change for Zagreb as several players will leave – most notably, one of clubs most loyal, Ivan Stevanovic. Meanwhile, Damir Bicanic, Josip Bozic Pavletic and Urh Kastelic will join the team, along with returnee Sandro Obranovic and the club’s intake of the first team-ready youth.
 POT 4
 Club AddressHC PPD ZagrebVeprinecka 1610000 ZagrebCroatia
 Media contactGoran Roknić+385 95 9999 [email protected]
 www.rk-zagreb.hr
 RKZagreb
 @RKZagreb
 Kit colours
 LightPlayer shirt: whitePlayer short: whiteGK shirt: red
 DarkPlayer shirt: bluePlayer short: blueGK shirt: yellow
 HC PPD Zagreb
 Playing hallArena ZagrebLaniste b.b.,10000 ZagrebCroatiaCapacity: 15,200
 Past achievementsVELUX EHF Champions LeagueParticipations (including 2017/18 season): 24Final (4): 1994/95, 1996/97, 1997/98, 1998/99Semi-final (1): 1999/00Quarter-final (7): 2000/01, 2002/03, 2003/04, 2008/09, 2011/12, 2014/15, 2015/16Last 16 (4): 2005/06, 2009/10, 2010/11, 2016/17Main Round (1): 2007/08Group Phase (4): 1993/94, 2004/05, 2006/07, 2012/13
 OtherEHF Cup: Runners-up 2004/05Cup Winners‘ Cup: Semi-finals 2006/07
 SEHA League: 1 title (2013)
 Croatian league: 27 titles (1991-2017)Croatian Cup winner: 24 times
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 Aalborg Handball
 After winning in 2010 and 2013, 2017 saw Aalborg Handball become Danish cham-pions for the third time in history. Aalborg won the league but only after encoun-tering trouble in the group phase, where a last-second equaliser for a final score of 25:25 away against GOG secured the point that proved enough for the champions to reach the semi-final. The semi-finals and final were played as ‘best of three’ this year, and in the semis, Aalborg needed all three matches to eliminate defending champions Bjerringbro-Silkeborg. Aalborg won the first match 28:26 at home, only to lose 29:27 away. In the third match on home ground however, Aalborg left no doubt, winning clearly at 31:23 to be ready for the final against Skjern Handbold.
 Having won the league, Aalborg had the home advantage in the potential three-match contest once again, but Skjern had the mental edge of having won the Danish Cup Final Four on Aalborg’s home ground earlier in the season. In the first match in Aalborg’s Jutlander Bank Arena packed with 5,020 spectators, Aalborg had the upper hand most of the time, but in the last minute Skjern claimed their first lead in the match at 26:25. However, an equaliser in the dying seconds meant a 26:26 draw – and also meant that a possible winner of the second leg in Skjern Bank Arena would be champion. This time, Aalborg won 32:25 and took their third title, while Skjern are left with only one – won in their maiden season in the top flight back in 1998/99.
 The big star in the finals was Aalborg’s Norwegian international Sander Sagosen, who will continue his career with Paris Saint-Germain from next season.
 POT 4
 Club AddressAalborg HandballWilly Brandts Vej 319220 Aalborg OstDenmark
 Media contactJan Larsen+45 96 [email protected]
 aalborghaandbold.dk
 aalborghaandbold
 Kit colours
 LightPlayer shirt: redPlayer short: whiteGK shirt: black
 DarkPlayer shirt: blackPlayer short: whiteGK shirt: yellow
 Aalborg Handball
 Playing hallJutlander Bank Arena AalborgWilly Brandts Vej 319220 Aalborg OstDenmarkCapacity: 4,666
 Past achievementsVELUX EHF Champions LeagueLast 16 (1): 2013/14Group Phase (2): 2010/11, 2014/15
 OtherEHF Cup : quarter-final 2003/04, group phase 2015/16Challenge Cup: Round 4 2002/03Danish league: 3 titles (2010, 2013, 2017)Danish cup: - (2012 Supercup winner)
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 HC Meshkov Brest
 HC Meshkov Brest continued their dominance of the Belarusian league by winning the national title for the ninth time in history – and the fourth successive year.
 In the best-of-three semi-final series, Sergey Bebeshko’s team sensationally lost the first match to the humble Kronon Grodno (26:25). However, they made up for the first-leg defeat by smashing their rivals in the remaining two games to qualify for the final.
 In the final, Brest faced their biggest domestic rival, SKA Minsk. In the best-of-five series, HC Meshkov needed just three games to successfully defend their title.
 The first game was the tightest as Bebeshko’s team only clinched their 34:31 victo-ry in extra time. In the next matches, Brest had a bigger advantage, winning 31:23 and 35:28 to secure the gold medal.
 POT 5
 Club AddressHC Meshkov BrestLeningradskaya 4224028 BrestBelarus
 Media contactIvan Karaitschev+375 529 [email protected]
 bgk-meshkova.com
 bgkmeshkova
 bgk_meshkova
 Kit colours
 LightPlayer shirt: redPlayer short: redGK shirt: yellow
 DarkPlayer shirt: bluePlayer short: blueGK shirt: black
 HC Meshkov Brest
 Playing hallSportshall VictoriaLeningradskaya 4224028 BrestBelarusCapacity: 3,500
 Past achievementsVELUX EHF Champions LeagueParticipations (including 2017/18 season): 9Last 16 (2): 2015/16, 2016/17Group Phase (5): 2004/05, 2005/06, 2006/07, 2007/08, 2014/15Qualification (1): 2008/09
 OtherCup Winners’ Cup: quarter-final 2011/12
 Belarusian league: 9 titles (2004-08, 2014-17)Belarusian cup: 10 titles
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 Orlen Wisla Plock
 The 2016/17 PGNiG Superliga was played in a new way with teams split into two groups. After the group phase Plock was seven points behind Kielce but made their way through to the final which was played in home and away match.
 It’s been two thrilling matches between Kielce and Wisla Plock. The first match ended 25:24 for Kielce and Wisla Plock wasn’t able to win the away match, finish-ing second after they lost the rematch 31:29.
 While the final results in the league were close, Wisla Plock had not a chance in the Polish Cup final, losing the match 24:31 against Kielce.
 POT 5
 Club AddressOrlen Wisła PłockPlac Celebry Papieskiej 109-400 PłockPoland
 Media contactTomasz BaumanTel: +48 723 100 [email protected]
 www.sprwislaplock.pl
 sprwisla
 @SPRWisla
 Kit colours
 LightPlayer shirt: white, bluePlayer short: blueGK shirt: yellow
 DarkPlayer shirt: bluePlayer short: blueGK shirt: red
 Orlen Wisla Plock
 Playing hallOrlen ArenaPl. Celebry Papieskiej 109-400 PłockPolandCapacity: 5,467
 Past achievementsVELUX EHF Champions LeagueParticipations (including 2017/18 season): 12Last 16 (5): 1995/96, 2011/12, 2013/14, 2014/15, 2015/16Group Phase (6): 2002/03, 2004/05, 2005/06, 2006/07, 2008/09, 2016/17Qualification (1): 2012/13
 OtherEHF Cup: quarter-finals 1993/94, Group Phase: 2012/13
 Polish league: 7 titles (1995, 2002, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2008, 2011)Polish Cup: 10 titles
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 RK Celje Pivovarna Lasko
 Celje’s mind-blowing domestic record speaks for itself – 21 league trophies and 20 Cup titles over the 25 years since the Slovenian league was established.
 Furthermore, Celje have completed the famous double, winning the league and Cup in one season a staggering 18 times; most recently in 2016/17.
 Next season, however, everything will change.
 Luka Zvizej has been synonymous with Celje for the better part of the past decade. It has been seven years and 13 titles since the charismatic captain returned to his boyhood club to write history, but after 2016/17, the 36-year-old wing will see out the remainder of his of playing days elsewhere.
 Coincidentally, the last time Zvizej departed Celje (in 2003), a prosperous period for both the player and club ensued. Celje won the VELUX EHF Champions League in 2004, while Luka Zvizej lifted the very same trophy with Barcelona a year later.
 POT 6
 Club AddressCelje Pivovarna LaskoOpekarniska Cesta 153000 CeljeSlovenia
 Media contactNejc Ajdnik+386 [email protected]
 www.rk-celje.si
 rkceljepivovarnalasko
 @RKCPL
 Kit colours
 LightPlayer shirt: yellow-bluePlayer short: blueGK shirt: black
 DarkPlayer shirt: bluePlayer short: blueGK shirt: red
 RK Celje Pivovarna Lasko
 Playing hallDvorana ZlatorogOpekarinska cesta 153000 CeljeSloveniaCapacity: 5,830
 Past achievementsVELUX EHF Champions LeagueParticipations (including 2017/18 season): 22Winner (1): 2003/04Semi-final (6): 1996/97, 1997/98, 1998/99, 1999/2000, 2000/01, 2004/05Quarter-final (2): 2001/02, 2005/06Last 16 (3): 1995/96, 2006/07, 2012/13, 2013/14Main Round (2): 2007/08, 2008/09Group Phase (5): 1993/94, 1994/95, 2010/11, 2014/15, 2016/17Qualification (1): 2009/10OtherCup Winners‘ Cup: semi-finals 2002/02, 2011/12
 Slovenian league: 21 titles (1992-2001, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2010, 2014-17)Slovenian cup: 20 times
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 MOL-Pick Szeged
 Already known as the eternal derby it were again Szeged and Veszprém who faced each other in the final of the Hungarian premier league, Nemzeti Bajnokság I.
 While Veszprém won their match on home ground 23:17, Szeged won their match in front of their home crowd as well. But the 30:27 victory was not enough to equalise their loss in Vezsprem.
 In the VELUX EHF Champions League Szeged made their way to the quarter-final were they faced the French team Paris Saint-Germain.
 They could not stop them from making it to the finals but made it quite difficult, losing only with three goals on home ground and tied with them in Paris.
 POT 6
 Club AddressMOL-Pick SzegedDeák Ferenc u. 28-30.6720 SzegedHungary
 Media contactLevente Juhasz+36 70 543 [email protected]
 www.pickhandball.hu
 pickszeged
 @pickhandball
 Playing hallVarosi Sportcsarnok SzegedTemesvari Krt.336726 SzegedHungaryCapacity: 3,200
 Kit colours
 LightPlayer shirt: orangePlayer short: blackGK shirt: white or red
 DarkPlayer shirt: bluePlayer short: blueGK shirt: black
 MOL-Pick Szeged
 Past achievementsVELUX EHF Champions LeagueParticipations (including 2017/18 season): 16Quarter-final (4): 1996/1997, 2003/2004, 2014/15, 2016/17Last 16 (6): 2004/2005, 2005/2006, 2006/2007, 2010/2011, 2012/13, 2015/16Main Round (1): 2007/2008Group Phase (3): 2008/2009, 2009/2010, 2011/2012Qualification (1): 2013/14
 OtherEHF Cup: Winners 2014/15, Quarter-final: 2000/01Last 16: 1994/95, 1999/2000Cup Winners’ CupSemi-final: 1993/94Quarter-final: 2002/03, 2008/09Hungarian league: 2 titles (1996, 2007)Hungarian cup: 6 titles
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 IFK Kristianstad
 When IFK Kristianstad became Swedish champions in 2015, it was the first time in 62 years that the club from the southern part of the country won the title.
 In 2017, former national coach and player Ola Lindgren’s men won the champion-ship for the third time in succession.
 What was even more special was the fact that Kristianstad’s opponents in the final were the same team they had faced three years in a row – 2014 champions Alingsas HK.
 While quarter-finals and semi-finals in the Swedish play-offs are always played ‘best of five’, the final is just one match. This year, the final took place in Malmo Arena on Saturday May 27. Both teams only needed three matches to eliminate their semi-final opponents, with Kristianstad defeating Ystads IF and Alingsas beating Sävehof.
 In the final, Kristianstad were clearly the dominant side. After leading 18:11 at half-time, they won the match with a final score of 31:25, and could call themselves Swedish champions and VELUX EHF Champions League participants for the third year in a row.
 POT 7
 Club AddressIFK KristianstadVästra Storgatan 6929154 KristanstadSweden
 Media contactAnders Hallengren+46 734 33 11 [email protected]
 www.ifkkristianstad.se
 IFKKristianstad
 @IFKKristianstad
 Kit colours
 LightPlayer shirt: orangePlayer short: whiteGK shirt: red/yellow/black/white
 DarkPlayer shirt: whitePlayer short: whiteGK shirt: red/yellow/black/white
 IFK Kristianstad
 Playing hallKristianstad ArenaVästra Storgatan 129154 KristianstadSwedenCapacity: 4,800
 Past achievementsVELUX EHF Champions LeagueParticipations (including 2017/18 season): 3Group Phase (2): 2015/16, 2016/17
 OtherEHF Cup: Group Phase 2013/14
 Swedish league: 7 titles (1941, 1948, 1952, 1953, 2015, 2016, 2017)
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 SG Flensburg-Handewitt
 Expectations were high at the beginning of the 2016/17 season in the German and European competitions. But in his last season coach Ljubomir Vranjes didn’t win a title with his team.
 While later VELUX EHF Champions League winners HC Vardar stopped Flensburg in the qaurter final, it was THW Kiel who took the trophy of the German Cup by defeating Flensburg 29:23.
 Although Flensburg was on top for most of the season in the German bundesliga they lost the key match against Rhein-Neckar Löwen and finished second.
 POT 7
 Club AddressSG Flensburg-HandewittSchiffbrücke 6624939 FlensburgGermany
 Media contactSandra von Wallis+49 [email protected]
 sg-flensburg-handewitt.de
 SGFleHa
 @SGFleHa
 Playing hallFlens ArenaCampusallee 224943 FlensburgGermanyCapacity: 6,000
 Kit colours
 LightPlayer shirt: whitePlayer short: blueGK shirt: black
 DarkPlayer shirt: dark-bluePlayer short: blueGK shirt: orange
 SG Flensburg-Handewitt
 Past achievementsVELUX EHF Champions LeagueParticipations (including 2017/18 season): 13Winners (1): 2013/14Final (2): 2003/2004, 2006/2007Semi-final (1): 2005/2006Quarter-final (6): 2004/2005, 2008/2009, 2010/2011, 2012/2013, 2015/16, 2016/17Last 16 (1): 2014/15Main Round (1): 2007/2008
 OtherCup Winners’ Cup: Winners 2000/2001 2011/2012EHF Cup: Winners 1996/1997City Cup: Winners 1998/1999
 German league: 1 title (2004)German cup: 4 titles
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 At their first appearance in the 2016/17 VELUX EHF Champions League Nantes showed a convincing perfomance in Group D, finishing on top with eight wins and only one tie and one loss.
 They eliminated La Rioja in the elimination round and reached the Last 16 were they faced French team Paris Saint-Germain . Again Nantes showed their huge potential. While the first leg ended in a tie on home ground the team could just be stopped in the second leg by Paris.
 The 2016/17 season has been outstanding for the French team. They topped their last year’s position in the French league by finishing second behind Paris Saint-Ger-main Handball and for the first time they won the French Cup against Monpellier.
 POT 8
 Club AddressHBC Nantes91 rue de la Trocardiere44400 RezeFrance
 Media contactMarina Normand+33 671 55 63 [email protected]
 www.hbcnantes.com
 HBCNantesOfficiel
 HBCNantes
 Kit colours
 LightPlayer shirt: white/purplePlayer short: whiteGK shirt: orange or blue
 DarkPlayer shirt: purple/yellowPlayer short: purpleGK shirt: black
 HBC Nantes
 Playing hallSalle Sportive de la Trocardiere91 Rue de la Trocardiere44400 RezeFranceCapacity: 4,500
 Past achievementsVELUX EHF Champions LeagueParticipations (including 2017/18 season): 2Last 16 (1): 2016/17
 OtherEHF Cup: runners-up 2012/13, 2015/16, quar-ter-finals 2013/14
 French Cup: 1 title (2017)French League Cup: 1 title (2015)
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 THW Kiel
 After 2015/16 season without a title win THW Kiel was eager to finally win trophies again. Like last year they didn’t succeed in the German league, finishing third behind the Löwen and Flensburg.
 But after a three year’s absence of the German Cup final four they stroke back with a convincing 29:23 victory against eternal rival Flensburg in the final, celebrating their tenth German Cup title.
 POT 8
 Club AddressTHW KielZiegelteich 3024103 KielGermany
 Media contactChristian Robohm +49 [email protected]
 www.thw-provinzial.de
 thwhandball
 @thw_handball
 Playing hallSparkassen-Arena-KielEuropaplatz 1, 24103 KielGermanyCapacity: 10,000
 Kit colours
 LightPlayer shirt: whitePlayer short: whiteGK shirt: black
 DarkPlayer shirt: blackPlayer short: blackGK shirt: red
 THW Kiel
 Past achievementsVELUX EHF Champions LeagueParticipations (including 2017/18 season): 21Winners (3): 2006/07, 2009/10, 2011/12Runners-up (4): 1999/2000, 2007/08, 2008/09, 2013/14Semi-final (5): 1996/97, 2000/01, 2012/13, 2014/15, 2015/16Quarter-final (6): 1998/99, 2002/03, 2004/05, 2005/06, 2010/11, 2016/17Group Phase (2): 1994/95, 1995/96
 OtherEHF Cup: Winners 1997/98, 2001/02, 2003/04
 German league: 20 titles (1957, 1962, 1963, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2002, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015)German Cup winners: 10 times
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Wherever you are!
 Watch it wherever you are on ehfTV.com!
 All matches of the VELUX EHF Champions League and WOMEN’S EHF Champions League,selected games of European Cups, DKB Handball-Bundesliga, Liga Bauhaus Asobal live and on demand.Don’t miss the best highlights, compilations, interviews, features, behind the scenes and more.
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Wherever you are!
 Watch it wherever you are on ehfTV.com!
 All matches of the VELUX EHF Champions League and WOMEN’S EHF Champions League,selected games of European Cups, DKB Handball-Bundesliga, Liga Bauhaus Asobal live and on demand.Don’t miss the best highlights, compilations, interviews, features, behind the scenes and more.
 select-sport.com
 ULTIMATECompletely controlled bounce. Extreme durability. Optimal roundness. Perfect grip and soft feel.
 Official match ball of the VELUX EHF Champions League.
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 In the 2015/16 season Leon already finished third in the Spanish league and they topped that result in the 2016/17 season by winning the silver medal, finishing second behing Barcelona.
 The Spanish team almost made it to the EHF Cup Group Phase. In a thrilling Qual-fication Round 3 against Danish KIF Kolding Kobenhavn they lost the first leg on home ground 24:27. With their 27_25 away win it was in the end just one goal that separated Leon from the group phase.
 POT 1
 Club AddressAbanca Ademar LeonP. Saenz de Miera s/nEstadio A. Amilivia24009 LeonSpain
 Media contactJose Ludena+34 609 [email protected]
 www.ademar.com
 Ademar Leon@ADEMARLEON
 Kit colours
 LightPlayer shirt: whitePlayer short: whiteGK shirt: multicolour
 DarkPlayer shirt: black or bluePlayer short: black or blueGK shirt: multicolour
 Abanca Ademar Leon
 Playing hallPalacio de los Deportes de LeonPaseo saenz de miera s/n24009 LeonSpainCapacity: 5,900
 Past achievementsVELUX EHF Champions LeagueParticipations (including 2017/18 season): 12Quarter-finals (4): 1997/98, 1999/00, 2001/02, 2011/12 Last 16 (4): 2003/04, 2005/06, 2009/10, 2012/13Main Round (2): 2007/08, 2008/09Qualification (1): 2010/11
 OtherCup Winners’ Cup: winners 1998/99, 2004/05, runners-up 2000/01, 2006/07EHF Cup: quarter-finals 2010/11, group phase 2013/14
 Spanish league: 1 title (2001)Copa del Rey: 1 title (2002)Copa ASOBAL: 2 titles (1999, 2009)
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 Metalurg and Vardar were in the 2016/17 season part of the SEHA League as well as of the Macedonian Super League. But both didn’t play the regular season and joined the Super League first when they started the play-offs.
 The teams faced each other in home and away matches. While Metalurg defeated Vardar on home ground, Vardar did the same in front of their home crowd.
 Since both teams only lost one match the decision which team are going to win the Macedoina championship was made by goal difference, resulting in Vardar having the better one.
 POT 1
 Club AddressHC Metalurgul. Jane Lukroski 61000 SkopjeFYR Macedonia
 Media contactAna Neloska+389 723 103 [email protected]
 www.rkmetalurg.mk
 rkmetalurgofficial
 Kit colours
 LightPlayer shirt: whitePlayer short: blackGK shirt: yellow/black/red
 DarkPlayer shirt: bluePlayer short: blueGK shirt: yellow/black/red
 HC Metalurg
 Playing hallBoris Trajkovskibul. 8 Septemvri bbSkopje FYR MacedoniaCapacity: 7,000
 Past achievementsVELUX EHF Champions LeagueParticipations (including 2017/18 season): 10Quarter-final (2): 2012/13, 2013/14Last 16 (1): 2011/12Group Phase (5): 2006/07, 2008/09, 2014/15, 2015/16, 2016/17Qualification (1): 2010/11
 Other9 participations in other ECMacedonian league: 6 titles (2006, 2008, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2014)Macedonian cup: 5 titles
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 Skjern only finished fourth in the Danish league but managed well in the fowolling play-offs as second best team in their group.
 By eliminating Ribe-Esbjerg in the semi-final Skjern faced Aalborg in the final which were played as ‚best of three‘. While the first match ended in a tie just one victory was neccesary to win the Danish championship – which Aalborg eventually did.
 But Skjern succeeded well in the Danish Cup, winning the trophy on Aalborgs home ground by defeating Bjerringbro-Silkeborg 27:20 in the final.
 POT 2
 Club AddressSkjern HandboldRanunkelvej 96900 SkjernDenmark
 Media contactHenning Kjaergaard Christensen+45 20 [email protected]
 skjernhaandbold.dk
 skjernhaandbold
 @skjernHaandbold
 Kit colours
 LightPlayer shirt: whitePlayer short: greenGK shirt: light blue
 DarkPlayer shirt: greenPlayer short: blackGK shirt: red
 Skjern Handball
 Playing hallSkjern Bank Arena,SkjernRanunkelvej 16900 SkjernDenmarkCapacity: 2,400
 Past achievementsVELUX EHF Champions LeagueParticipations (including 2017/18 season): 4Last 16 (1): 2003/04Group Phase (2): 1999/2000, 2015/16
 OtherChallenge Cup: Winners 2001/02, 2002/03EHF Cup: Semi-final 2006/07, 2014/15Cup Winners’ Cup: Quarter-final 2005/06
 Danish league: 1 title (1999)Danish cup: 2001 Super-Cup winner
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 There are no play-offs in the Ukrainian league as the champions are determined af-ter the regular season. Exactly like a year ago, Motor Zaporozhye enjoyed a perfect campaign, winning all 28 games on the way to their fifth straight title.
 ZTR Zaporozhye had hoped to challenge the defending champions, but Motor won all four local derbies. The clear 41:26 victory in the last of them secured Motor the title as early as April, a month before the season was over.
 POT 2
 Club AddressHC Motor ZaporozhyeIvanova Str. 2469068 ZaporozhyeUkraine
 Media contactDmitriy Karpushchenko+380 50 [email protected]
 handball.motorsich.com
 Handball Club Motor Zaporozhye
 Kit colours
 LightPlayer shirt: white/redPlayer short: whiteGK shirt: yellow/black
 DarkPlayer shirt: bluePlayer short: blueGK shirt: red/black
 HC Motor Zaporozhye
 Playing hallLokomotiv Sport ComplexKotlova 90/1KharkivUkraineCapacity: 4,500
 Past achievementsVELUX EHF Champions LeagueParticipations (including 2017/18 season): 5Last 16 (2): 2013/14, 2015/16Group Phase (2): 2014/15, 2016/17
 OtherEHF Cup: Group Phase 2012/13Cup Winners’ Cup: Quarter-finals 2011/12
 Ukrainian league: 4 titles (2013, 2014, 2015, 2016)Ukrainian cup: 3 titles
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 For the first time in Slovenian handball history RK Velenje as well as Celje played the SEHA league. The top-level league features teams from Croatia, Hungary, FYR Macedonia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Belarus, Slovakia and Slovenia.
 While Velenje took part in this special league they also played in the Slovenian league, finishing second behind Celje.
 They also played the EHF Cup Qualification in which they were stopped by Füchse Berlin in the third round. Velenje lost their home match 24:29 and defeated Berlin 30:28 in the away match. But that victory wasn’t high enough to reach the group phase.
 POT 3
 Club AddressRk Gorenje VelenjeSaleska Cesta 33320 VelenjeSlovenia
 Media contactAljaz Mocnik+386 31 726 [email protected]
 www.rk-gorenje.com
 rkgorenjevelenje
 @GorenjeVelenje
 Kit colours
 LightPlayer shirt: yellowPlayer short: blackGK shirt: red /green
 DarkPlayer shirt: blackPlayer short: blackGK shirt: blue
 RK Gorenje Velenje
 Past achievementsVELUX EHF Champions LeagueParticipations (including 2017/18 season): 9Last 16 (4): 2005/06, 2009/10, 2012/13, 2013/14Main Round (1): 2007/08Group Phase (1): 2004/05Qualification (2): 2010/11, 2016/17
 Other EHF Cup: runners-up 2008/09, semi-final 1994/95, quarter-final 1996/97, 2010/11, 2011/12Cup Winners’ Cup: semi-final 2003/04, quarter-final 2004/05
 Slovenian league: 3 titles (2009, 2012,2013)Slovenian cup: 1 title
 Playing hallRdeca DvoranaSaleska cesta 33320 VelenjeSloveniaCapacity: 2,700
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 Record French champions Montpellier sprang the suprise in the 2016/17 VELUX EHF Champions League season as they knocked 2015/16 champions KS Vive Tauron Kielce in the Last 16 out oft he competition. But in the quarter final they were stopped by later Final4 finalist Telekom Veszprém.
 In the domestic French ligue Montpellier finished third behind national champi-ons Paris Saint-Germain and HBC Nantes. It was also HBC Nantes who defeated Montpellier in the final of the French Cup, preventing them from winning the Cup for the 15th time.
 POT 3
 Club AddressMontpellier HBCentre Jean Paul Lacombe - 100034090 MontpellierFrance
 Media contactSuzy Demonte+33 499 610 [email protected]
 montpellierhandball.com
 MHB - Montpellier Handball
 @mhbofficiel
 Kit colours
 LightPlayer shirt: whitePlayer short: whiteGK shirt: light blue/yellow
 DarkPlayer shirt: bluePlayer short: blueGK shirt: purple
 Montpellier HB
 Playing hallPalais des Sports René Bougnol1000 Av. du Val de Montferrand 34090 MontpellierFranceCapacity: 3,000
 Past achievementsVELUX EHF Champions LeagueParticipations (including 2017/18 season): 20Winners (1): 2002/03Semi-final (1): 2004/05Quarter-final (5): 2000/01, 2005/06, 2009/10, 2010/11, 2016/17Last 16 (6): 1995/96, 2003/04, 2006/07, 2011/12, 2014/15, 2016/17Main Round (2): 2007/08, 2008/09Group Phase (3): 1998/99, 1999/00, 2012/13Qualification (1): 2013/14OtherEHF Cup: Runners-up 2013/14, Quarter-final: 1996/97Last 16: 1993/94, 1994/95Last 32: 1997/98Cup Winners’ Cup: Quarter-final 2001/02French league: 14 titles (1995, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012)French cup: 13 titles
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 Kadetten Schaffhausen
 For the fourth time in a row and 10th overall, Kadetten Schaffhausen took the trophy in Switzerland. Coach Peter Kukucka’s team dominated the semi-final and final series, winning all six matches.
 After eliminating Cup winners Wacker Thun with a 3-0 win in the best-of-five semi-final series, followed by the same dominance against Pfadi Winterthur in the finals, Kadetten defended their title.
 Kadetten topped the tables in the regular season and finals rounds, then won the trophy in the trophy series with two wins at 30:26 and 31:18, followed by a 30:28 victory in extra time in the third match.
 The trophy came after disappointment in the Swiss Cup, where they were eliminat-ed by Thun in the semi-final.
 Schaffhausen’s Hungarian international Gabor Csaszar, who was top scorer after the group phase of the VELUX EHF Champions League, was also top scorer in the Swiss league with 180 goals to earn the best player of the league award. Andy Schmid from German champions Rhein-Neckar Löwen was awarded Swiss player of the year.
 POT 4
 Club AddressKadetten SchaffhausenSchweizersbildstrasse 108207 SchaffhausenSwitzerland
 Media contactBarbara Imobersteg+41 [email protected]
 www.kadettensh.ch
 kadettensh
 @kadettensh
 Kit colours
 LightPlayer shirt: orangePlayer short: blackGK shirt: yellow
 DarkPlayer shirt: blackPlayer short: blackGK shirt: green
 Kadetten Schaffhausen
 Playing hallBBC ArenaSchweizersbildstr. 108207 SchaffhausenSwitzerlandCapacity: 3,000
 Past achievementsVELUX EHF Champions LeagueParticipations (including 2017/18 season): 11Last 16 (2): 2010/11, 2011/12Group Phase (6): 2005/06, 2006/07, 2007/08, 2012/13, 2014/15, 2015/16, 2016/17Qualification (1): 2009/10
 OtherEHF Cup: final 2009/10Cup Winners’ Cup: semi-final: 2007/08
 Swiss league: 10 titles (2005, 2006, 2007, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2014-17)Swiss Cup: 8 titles
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 35
 Besiktas Mogaz HT won their 13th national league title – and ninth in a row – at the end of April. With 50 points earned in 26 games, the black eagles outscored their closest rivals by 12 points.
 Earlier in April, Besiktas won the Turkish Cup against Tasova YİBO SK.
 The record-breaking team have now reached 37 national titles – 13 in the Super League, 12 in the Turkish Cup, and 12 in the Super Cup.
 Besiktas said farewell to four top players this season. Croatian star Ivan Nincevic re-tired from handball, while Serbian left back Predrag Dacevic and goalkeeper Yunus Özmusul departed. One of the most successful players in Turkish handball history, team captain Ibrahim Demir, left the club after 11 years and 26 cups.
 In 2016/17 however, there was something much more important for Besiktas than the titles. Young right wing Kubilay Yılmaz had a tragic car accident prior to the season and spent time in intensive care before recovering to celebrate the title with his teammates.
 POT 4
 Club AddressBesiktas MOGAZ HTSuleyman Seba Cd. No. 4834357 Besiktas - IstanbulTurkey
 Media contactBerk Karahan+90 551 [email protected]
 www.bjk.com.tr
 Besiktas
 @BJKHentbol
 Kit colours
 LightPlayer shirt: whitePlayer short: blackGK shirt: redDarkPlayer shirt: blackPlayer short: blackGK shirt: green
 Besiktas Mogaz HT
 Playing hallKocaeli Sehit Polis Recep Topaloglu Spor SalonuYahya Kaptan Mah.Kizilay Sok No: 41050 ArastaIzmit, TurkeyCapacity: 5,000
 Past achievementsVELUX EHF Champions LeagueParticipations (including 2017/18 season): 11Group Phase (2): 2014/15, 2015/16, 2016/17Qualification (7): 2005/06, 2007/08, 2009/10, 2010/2011, 2011/12, 2012/13, 2013/14
 OtherEHF Cup: Last 16 1998/99, 2005/06, 2010/11Challenge Cup: Semi-final2008/09, Quarter-final 2002/03
 Turkish league: 13 titles (1981, 1982, 2005, 2007, 2009-2017)Turkish cup: 12 titles
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 There were no sensations in the Russian Superleague as Chekhovskie Medvedi finished on top once again and won their 16th successive title.
 For Vladimir Maximov’s team, the season was nearly perfect. In the regular season, Medvedi lost just three points in 22 matches and finished first, tallying six points more than their closest rivals St. Petersburg HC.
 In the play-offs, the team from Chekhov did not stumble at all. Two victories against Permskie Medvedi in the quarter-final and two semi-final wins against Dinamo Astrakhan booked them a spot in the finals.
 St. Petersburg tried to resist in the best-of-five final series, but did not succeed. Maximov’s unstoppable team won three matches – 27:21, 33:25 and 28:24 – and that was enough to claim another domestic title.
 It was a swan song for a number of Medvedi veterans as Alexander Chernoivanov, Oleg Grams, Dmitry Kovalev and Oleg Skopintsev all left the team after the season.
 POT 5
 Club AddressChekhovskie MedvediPoligrafistov str. 30142300 Chekhov, Mosk. oblastRussia
 Media contactOlga Belysheva+7 909 6391 [email protected]
 www.ch-medvedi.ru
 Kit colours
 LightPlayer shirt: whitePlayer short: whiteGK shirt: yellow
 DarkPlayer shirt: purplePlayer short: purpleGK shirt: black
 Chekhovskie Medvedi
 Playing hallSport Hall “Olimpiyskiy” ChekhovPoligrafistov Str. 30142300 ChekhovRussiaCapacity: 3,000
 Past achievementsVELUX EHF Champions LeagueParticipations (including 2017/18 season): 17Semi-final (1): 2009/10Quarter-final (2): 2008/09, 2010/11Last 16 (3): 2004/05, 2006/07, 2012/13Main Round (1): 2007/08Group Phase (9): 2000/01, 2001/02, 2002/03, 2003/04, 2005/06, 2011/12, 2014/15, 2015/16, 2016/17
 OtherCup Winners’ Cup: Winner 2005/06
 Russian league: 15 titles (2002-2016)Russian cup: 14 titles
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 After a rollercoaster year with a lot of drama, Bucuresti celebrated their second consecutive title. The ‘Red Dogs’ won the regular season after a consistent perfor-mance, with six points more than second-placed side, AHC Potaissa Turda.
 The final saw a replay of last year’s ultimate match, with Dinamo facing CSM Bucur-esti – and it lived up to all expectations with 120 minutes of sheer drama.
 Dinamo won the first leg 27:26 with a goal scored in the last second. The second leg was even more balanced as it ended in a draw, with Dinamo snatching the win after a penalty shoot-out to claim their second title in a row.
 POT 5
 Club AddressDinamo BucurestiSos.Stefan cel Mare n° 7-9 ,sec2BucurestiRomania
 Media contactAlexandru Enciu+40 754 929 106 [email protected]
 www.csdinamo.eu
 csdinamo
 Kit colours
 LightPlayer shirt: whitePlayer short: whiteGK shirt: orangeDarkPlayer shirt: redPlayer short: redGK shirt: black
 Dinamo Bucuresti
 Playing hallDinamo Bucuresti ArenaSoseaue Stefan Cel Mare 7-9Sector 2, 020121 BucurestiRomaniaCapacity: 2,538
 Past achievementsVELUX EHF Champions LeagueParticipations (including 2017/18 season): 5Group phase (2): 2005/06, 2016/17Qualification (2): 1995/96, 1997/98
 Other EHF Cup: semi-finals 2003/04, Last 16 2001/02, 2004/05Cup Winners’ Cup: quarter-finals 2002/03Challenge Cup: runners-up 2000/01, semi-finals 2007/08City Cup: Semi-finals 1999/2000European Champions’ Cup: 1 title (1965)IHF Cup Winners’ Cup: runners-up 1983Romanian league: 14 titles (1959, 1960, 1961, 1962, 1964, 1965, 1966, 1978, 1986, 1995, 1997, 2005, 2016, 2017)Romanian cup: 4 titles (1979, 1982, 1988, 2017)
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 For the third time in succession Elverum won the play-off in Norway, and this sea-son, claimed the league title as well. ØIF Arendal won the league for the last two years before Elverum took both titles in 2017.
 However, Elverum had some trouble in the final, where their opponents were none other than former back-to-back league winners Arendal.
 Arendal won the first match away 24:21, but after Elverum claimed victory in the second leg with a score of 30:29 on away ground, they took the title with a 25:20 at home in the third, deciding match.
 The triumph led Elverum to tweet a picture of the full LANXESS Arena on the final day of the VELUX EHF FINAL4 with the text: “We did not manage to make it there this year, but this autumn, we will make another try!”
 POT 6
 Club AddressElverum Handball HerrerPostboks 2952403 ElverumNorway
 Media contactErik Henriksen+47 400 [email protected]
 www.ehh.no
 elverumhandball
 @ElverumHandball
 Kit colours
 LightPlayer shirt: whitePlayer short: blackGK shirt: yellow
 DarkPlayer shirt: blackPlayer short: blackGK shirt: green
 Elverum Handball
 Playing hallTerningen ArenaHamarvegen 1122418 ElverumNorwayCapacity: 2,400
 Past achievementsVELUX EHF Champions LeagueParticipations (including 2017/18 season): 4Group Phase (2): 2015/16, 2016/2017Qualification (1): 2013/14
 OtherCup Winners’ Cup: Quarter-final 2010/11EHF Cup: Group Phase 2012/13
 Norwegian league: 5 titles (2009, 2013, 2015, 2016, 2017)
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 2016/17 Top Scorers
 2016/17 Top ScorersRank Player Club Goals
 1 Uwe Gensheimer (GER) Paris Saint-Germain Handball (FRA) 115
 2 Mikkel Hansen (DEN) Paris Saint-Germain Handball (FRA) 99
 3 Momir Ilic (SRB) Telekom Veszprém (HUN) 894 Zsolt Balogh (HUN) MOL-Pick Szeged (HUN) 88
 Jure Dolenec (SLO) Montpellier HB (FRA) 88
 6 Kiril Lazarov (MKD) FC Barcelona Lassa (ESP) 85
 7 Gabor Csaszar (HUN) Kadetten Schaffhausen (SUI) 84
 8 Alex Dujshebaev (ESP) HC Vardar (MKD) 83
 9 Nedim Remili (FRA) Paris Saint-Germain Handball (FRA) 81
 Rastko Stojkovic (SRB) HC Meshkov Brest (BLR) 81
 11 Nikola Karabatic (FRA) Paris Saint-Germain Handball (FRA) 79
 12 Julen Aguinagalde (ESP) KS Vive Tauron Kielce (POL) 78
 13 Banc Janc (SLO) RK Celje Pivovarna Lasko (SLO) 77
 14 Dainis Kristopans (LAT) HC Meshkov Brest (BLR) 76
 Valero Rivera (ESP) FC Barcelona Lassa (ESP) 76
 16 Laszlo Nagy (HUN) Telekom Veszprém (HUN) 73
 17 Magnus Bramming (DEN) TTH Holstebro (DEN) 72
 Jerry Tollbring (SWE) IFK Kristianstad (SWE) 72
 Marko Vujin (SRB) THW Kiel (GER) 72
 20 Karol Bielecki (POL) KS Vive Tauron Kielce (POL) 71
 Timur Dibirov (RUS) HC Vardar (MKD) 71
 Stipe Mandalinic (CRO) HC PPD Zagreb (CRO) 71
 23 Mathieu Grebille (FRA) Montpellier HB (FRA) 70
 Jonas Källman (SWE) MOL-Pick Szeged (HUN) 70
 Andre Schmid (SUI) Rhein-Neckar Löwen (GER) 70
 26 Sergei Gorbok (RUS) MOL-Pick Szeged (HUN) 69
 27 Nicolas Claire (FRA) HBC Nantes (FRA) 68
 Niclas Ekberg (SWE) THW Kiel (GER) 68
 Sajad Esteki (IRI) Dinamo Bucuresti (ROU) 68
 30 Nikolaj Markussen (DEN) Bjerringbro-Silkeborg (DEN) 67
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 Past winners
 2017 HC Vardar (MKD)
 2016 Vive Tauron Kielce (POL)
 2015 FC Barcelona (ESP)
 2014 SG Flensburg-Handewitt (GER) 2013 HSV Hamburg (GER)
 2012 THW Kiel (GER)
 2011 FC Barcelona Borges (ESP)
 2010 THW Kiel (GER)
 2009 BM Ciudad Real (ESP)
 2008 BM Ciudad Real (ESP)
 2007 THW Kiel (GER)
 2006 BM Ciudad Real (ESP)
 2005 FC Barcelona-Cifec (ESP)
 2004 RK Celje Pivovarna Laško (SLO)
 2003 Montpellier HB (FRA)
 2002 SC Magdeburg (GER)
 2001 Portland San Antonio (ESP)
 2000 FC Barcelona (ESP)
 1999 FC Barcelona (ESP)
 1998 FC Barcelona (ESP)
 1997 FC Barcelona (ESP)
 1996 FC Barcelona (ESP)
 1995 Elgorriaga Bidasoa (ESP)
 1994 TEKA Santander (ESP)
 Past winners
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 All-time club standings 1993 - 2017
 TR Name of the club MP W D L GF:FA GD P NP %
 1 FC Barcelona Lassa ESP 262 195 18 49 8050:6721 +1329 408:116 (20)* 77,86%
 2 THW Kiel GER 258 175 16 67 7897:6950 +947 366:150 (20)* 70,93%
 3 Telekom Veszprém HUN 242 164 12 66 6993:6281 +712 340:144 (21)* 70,25%
 4 HC PPD Zagreb CRO 242 113 25 104 6335:6232 +103 251:233 (23)* 51,86%
 5 BM Atletico Madrid ESP 144 111 5 28 4502:3803 +699 227:61 (10) 78,82%
 6 RK Celje Pivovarna Lasko SLO 202 104 13 85 5773:5493 +280 221:183 (19)* 54,70%
 7 Montpellier HB FRA 186 103 12 71 5353:5099 +254 218:154 (17)* 58,60%
 8 SG Flensburg-Handewitt GER 166 103 11 52 4960:4571 +389 217:115 (12)* 65,36%
 9 KS Vive Tauron Kielce POL 126 75 10 41 3695:3541 +154 160:92 (10)* 63,49%
 10 MOL-Pick Szeged HUN 152 69 12 71 4179:4177 +2 150:154 (14)* 49,34%
 11 Chekhovskie Medvedi RUS 146 65 17 64 4419:4307 +112 147:145 (15)* 50,34%
 12 HSV Hamburg GER 98 68 9 21 3088:2670 +418 145:51 (7) 73,98%
 13 Portland San Antonio ESP 100 64 6 30 2929:2594 +335 134:66 (9) 67,00%
 14 Rhein-Neckar Löwen GER 102 58 12 32 3029:2834 +195 128:76 (7)* 62,75%
 15 KIF Kolding Kobenhavn DEN 118 54 9 55 3330:3361 -31 117:119 (12) 49,58%
 16 Reale Ademar Leon ESP 100 50 6 44 2875:2817 +58 106:94 (10)* 53,00%
 17 Paris Saint-Germain Handball FRA 80 49 6 25 2346:2198 +148 104:56 (6)* 65,00%
 18 HC Vardar MKD 104 45 11 48 2846:2943 –97 101:107 (10)* 48,56%
 19 HC Metalurg MKD 82 32 5 45 2008:2125 -117 69:95 (8)* 42,07%
 20 Orlen Wisla Plock POL 96 28 7 61 2533:2775 –242 63:129 (10)* 32,81%
 21 Chambery Savoie Handball FRA 74 29 3 42 2028:2133 -105 61:87 (8) 41,22%
 22 Kadetten Schaffhausen SUI 86 25 7 54 2423:2582 -159 57:115 (9)* 33,14%
 23 RK Gorenje Velenje SLO 62 26 1 35 1779:1775 +4 53:71 (6)* 42,74%
 26 HC Motor Zaporozhye UKR 48 23 4 21 1405:1402 +3 50:46 (4)* 52,08%
 27 HC Meshkov Brest BLR 64 19 7 38 1746:1853 -107 45:83 (7)* 35,16%
 37 TATRAN Presov SVK 56 13 5 38 1504:1707 -203 31:81 (8)Q 27,68%
 44 Skjern Handbold DEN 26 10 4 12 686:691 –5 24:28 (3)* 46,15%
 47 HBC Nantes FRA 14 10 2 2 433:387 +46 22:6 (1)* 78,57%
 48 Aalborg Handball DEN 34 8 5 21 917:993 -76 21:47 (3)* 30,88%
 56 Elverum Handball NOR 20 6 3 11 531:563 -32 15:25 (2)* 37,50%
 57 IFK Kristianstad SWE 28 6 3 19 790:848 -58 15:41 (2)* 26,79%
 58 Besiktas Mogaz HT TUR 34 7 1 26 910:1079 –169 15:53 (3)* 22,06%
 68 Dinamo Bucuresti ROU 16 4 2 10 442:492 -50 10:22 (2)* 31,25%
 96 Sporting CP Lisboa POR 6 2 0 4 132:149 –17 4:8 (1)Q 33,33%
 117 Alpla HC Hard AUT 6 0 0 6 138:180 -42 0:12 (1)Q 0,00%
 NR Cocks FIN 0 0 0 0 0:0 0 0:0 (0)Q 0,00%
 All-time club standings 1993 - 2017
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 History: 24 years of EHF Champions League
 History: 24 years of EHF Champions League
 1993 - 20051993/94Final: ABC Braga vs TEKA Santander 22:22/21:23 (43:45) The inaugural year of the Men’s EHF Champions League saw the classic home and away knockout matches being replaced with a totally new system. 32 teams went into two qualification rounds, eliminating 24 clubs. The remaining eight teams were placed into two groups of four teams each playing in a round-robin system. TEKA Santander and ABC Braga topped their respective groups and faced each other in the final. Santander narrowly kept the upper hand and started what should become an eight-year Spanish club winning streak in the Men’s EHF Champions League.
 1994/95Final: Elgorriaga Bidasoa Irun vs Badel Zagreb 30:20 / 26:27 (56:47)The final of the EHF Champions League’s second season became the match of a lifetime for Irun’s Nenad Perunicic, nicknamed “the canon” or “Il Conquistadore” by the fans. He was his team’s key player in the final and, in his first year in Spain, not only he lifted the EHF Champions League but also the national championship trophy with Irun.
 1995/96Final: FC Barcelona vs Elgorriaga Bidasoa Irun 23:15 / 23:23 (46:38)In the season that was marked by the “Bosman decision”, which had substantial effects on transfer regulations and transfer fees in sport, FC Barcelona won their first EHF Champions League title. No other should be capable of dethroning the Catalan side for the next four years.
 1996/97Final: FC Barcelona vs Badel Zagreb 31:22 / 30:23 (61:45)In their second consecutive EHF Champions League Final Barcelona dominated both matches against Badel Zagreb. And while the Spanish side celebrated their second EHF Champions League triumph, the Croatian side had lost their second final. Also in 1996/97 the so called “fast break” was born due to a rule change, making handball more attractive and athletic than ever before.
 1997/98Final: FC Barcelona vs Badel Zagreb 28:18 / 28:22 (56:40)Barcelona beat Zagreb once more to win their third consecutive EHF Champions League title. But at least as much news as the repeated triumph made the wedding of Barcelona player Inaki Urdangarin who married Christina, youngest daughter of Spanish King Juan Carlos and Queen Sofia, on 4th October 1997.
 1998/99Final: Badel Zagreb vs FC Barcelona 22:22 / 18:29 (40:51) Once again there were tears in Zagreb and joy in Barcelona. The Spanish team beat Zagreb in their third consecutive final and lifted the EHF Champions League trophy for the fourth time in a row. Zagreb’s coach Velimir Klajic had to admit that Barcelona “at this moment in time, were quite simply the best club team in the world.”
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 History: 24 years of EHF Champions League
 1999/00Final: THW Kiel – FC Barcelona 28:25 / 24:29 (52:54) THW Kiel became the first German team to make it into the Final but even a 28:25-victory in the final’s first leg was not enough to end Barcelona’s EHF Champions League winning streak. Backed by half of the Spanish national team and international stars like Christian Schwarzer and Tomas Svensson, Barcelona won their fifth title.
 2000/01Final: Portland San Antonio – FC Barcelona 30:24 / 22:25 (52:49)For Barcelona it was a whole new feeling to watch another team celebrating at the end of the Champions League Final. Following five consecutive titles an era came to end when Spanish King Juan Carlos handed the huge tropy to Portland San Antonio at the end of all-Spanish Final.
 2001/02Final: Fotex Veszprem vs SC Magdeburg 23:21 / 25:30 (48:51)One year after Barcelona’s dominance had ended in the EHF Champions League, the dominance of Spanish clubs also came to an end, when SC Magdeburg became the first German team to win the competition. And late at night, at the end of a glittering party, Stefan Kretzschmar and coach Alfred Gislason were still up for jokes: “Training is on the agenda. The entire team is going to run through the whole town until 08:00 tomorrow morning,” they both proclaimed.
 2002/03Final: Portland San Antonio – Montpellier HB 27:19 / 19:31 (46:50) A new star was born during the finals of the 2002/03 EHF Champions League season. Montpellier’s Nikola Karabatic scored 11 goals in the first leg in Spain and another six in front of his home fans, enabling his team to turn around the eight goal defeat from the first leg and to become the first French side to win the EHF Champions League.
 2003/04Final: Celje vs Flensburg- Handewitt 34:28 / 28:30 (62:58) In March 2003 the EHF had decided on a new structure for the competition. Three teams from Spain and Germany now had a starting slot. Two representatives from Hungary, Slovenia, Denmark and Croatia would start in the Group Phase. Overall 32 teams (8 groups of 4 teams each) made up the Group Phase. Flensburg had profited from the new system but Slovenian side Celje was too strong in the final.
 2004/05Final: BM Ciudad Real vs FC Barcelona Cifec 28:27 / 27:29 (55:56) Following four years without being present in the final, Barcelona won their sixth EHF Champions League title. And while the spectator record for one match was 10,000 fans, the whole city celebrated Barcelona’s victory. “We did a lap of honour in the Stadion Nou Camp in front of 100,000 spectators and were celebrated by the whole town,” remembers Barcelona’s Dane Lars Krogh Jeppesen.
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 History: 24 years of EHF Champions League
 History: 24 years of EHF Champions League
 2005 - 20172005/06Final: Portland San Antonio vs BM Ciudad Real 19:25 / 28:37 (47:62)Spanish businessman and BM Ciudad Real president, Domingo Diaz de Mera, had put together a team that proved to be unbeatable in the 2005/06 Champions League season. Mera bought superstars from all over Europe and the team around Olafur Stefansson, Mirza Dzomba, Didier Dinart et al. paid justified Mera’s expenses when they beat Spanish rival San Antonio in the final.
 2006/07Final: SG Flensburg- Handewitt vs THW Kiel 28:28 / 27:29 (55:57)The EHF Champions League, through the efforts of the 2005 founded EHF Marketing GmbH, became a unified look. Since 2006, TV spectators across Europe know they are watching a men’s EHF Champions League match when they see the distinct blue lagoon and black supplied by flooring specialists Gerfloor in addition to the season’s individual yellow and blue handball supplied by adidas. On the sport side of things, Kiel won their first EHF Champions League title, beating arch rival Flensburg-Handewitt.
 2007/08Final: BM Ciudad Real vs THW Kiel 27:29 / 31:25 (58:54)In the 2007/08 season a second Group Phase with four groups of four teams each replaced the Last 16-matches and the quarter-finals. The first teams of each group qualified for the semi-finals and in the final 2006 champion Ciudad Real faced 2007 champion THW Kiel. The Spanish side prevailed and could win their second EHF Champions League trophy.
 2008/09Final: THW Kiel vs BM Ciudad Real 39:34 / 27:33 (66:67)THW Kiel and BM Ciudad Real faced each other in the final for the second year in a row and even though Kiel had won the first leg of the final by five goals, it was Ciudad Real that won the EHF Champions League for a second consecutive time. Kiel were still in the lead by 20:16 after 39 minutes but with a series of 10:3 goals within 11 minutes Ciudad Real turned the match in their favour.
 2009/10Final: FC Barcelona Borges vs HW Kiel 34:36In the 2009/10 season the number of participating teams in the first Group Phase was reduced from 32 to 24. Four groups of six teams each were formed and the first four teams qualified for the knockout phase which replaced the second group phase. For the first time the VELUX EHF FINAL4 tournament, which combined the Semi-finals and the Final, was held in Cologne, Germany, to decide the champion. THW Kiel won their second title when they beat Barcelona.
 2010/11Final: FC Barcelona vs Renovalia Ciudad Real 27:24Since 2010 the event is known as the VELUX EHF Champions League. 40,000 fans stormed to Cologne to attend the VELUX EHF FINAL4 weekend and TV viewing audience figures went to a new height. 310 million viewers from 76 countries worldwide watched 2,800 hours of TV transmissions 2010/11. Barcelona extended their lead as the most successful club in EHF Champions League history when won their seventh title, beating Ciudad Real in the Final.
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 History: 24 years of EHF Champions League
 2011/12Final: THW Kiel vs BM Atletico Madrid 26:21The German powerhouse sensationally lost in their first home match of the season against Montpellier, but no other team was able to overcome THW Kiel throughout the remaining of the season. Gíslason led his team to the third trophy in the club’s history becoming the first coach who won with two different teams. Defending champions from Barcelona were eliminated in the quarter-finals by AG København, but the Danish side was stopped in the semi-final by Atlético Madrid, who made it to the VELUX EHF FINAL4 for the fourth time in a row.
 2012/13Final: FC Barcelona vs HSV Hamburg 29:30 AETHSV Hamburg go into the new season as the defending champion. For the first time the extra-time had to decide the winner. In 20 years of EHF Champions League history there have only been two champions, Montpellier in 2003 and Celje in 2004, who neither came from Spain nor from Germany. The All-Stars team of the 20 years were announced: Goalkeeper Tomas Svensson (SWE), Left Wing Stefan Kretzschmar (GER), Left Back Filip Jícha (CZE), Line Player Andrei Xepkin (ESP), Centre Back Jackson Richardson (FRA), Right Back (Oláfur Stefansson), Right Wing Mirza Džomba (CRO), Best defender Didier Dinart (FRA)
 2013/14Final: SG Flensburg-Handewitt vs THW Kiel 30:28For the third year in a row a team from Northern Germany prevailed as SG Flensburg-Handewitt took both of their opponents at the VELUX EHF FINAL4 by surprise. In the semi-final the “Vranjes boys” eliminated giants of FC Barcelona after a penalty-shoot-out thriller and made the Cinderrella story perfect by beating their neighbours from Kiel 30:28 in the final.
 2014/15Final: FC Barcelona vs MKB-MVM Veszprem 28:23The defending champions from SG Flensburg-Handewitt were eliminated already in the Last 16 as well as Rhein-Neckar Löwen.The end of the three-year-old reign of Bundesliga was sealed only in Cologne as THW Kiel were unable to repeat their 2014 semi-final win against Veszprem. However, the effort of Hungarian champions for their premiere trophy were denied by FC Barcelona who rose to the throne for the eighth time in the EHF history.
 2015/16KS Vive Tauron Kielce vs MVM Veszprem 39:38 after 7m shootoutThis final went down to history books of the Champions League as a breathtaking classic. Deep in the second half Veszprem were leading by nine goals, still Kielce put up a spritid fight to force the extra-time. Even the additional ten minutes could not solve the thriller and in the 7m shootout Kielce were luckier with Julen Aguinagalde’s last effort clinched the maiden title for the Polish champions adding only fifth country to the list of winners.
 2016/17Paris Saint-Germain Handball vs HC Vardar 23:24For the first time in history no German team made it to the VELUX EHF FINAL4. The sold-out LANXESS arena still saw yet another edition of some showcase handball and three out of four matches ended in only one goal differences. HC Vardar beat the buzzer for two days in a row as Luka Cindric sank FC Barcelona Lassa in the semi-final and Ivan Cupic clinched the maiden title for the Macedonian team in the final against PSG sending the whole country into a handball frenzy.
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