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 GROUP A – expert´s view
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 Chekhovskie Medvedi SG Flensburg-Handewitt Reale Ademar León RK Partizan Beograd HSV Hamburg Schedule of matches
 3 4 7 10 13 16 19 22
 2

Page 3
                        

TEAMS: 1. Montpellier Agglomération HB 2. Chekhovskie Medvedi 3. SG Flensburg-Handewitt 4. Reale Ademar Leon 5. RK Partizan 6. HSV Hamburg Expert Francois-Xavier Houlet says: Obviously, Montpellier, Flensburg, Hamburg and Chekhov seem to have the upper hand in this strong group. Montpellier have wisely strengthened themselves by the three “M”: Metličić, Mamelund and Malmagro. These three players will bring the necessary experience to the team for the Champions League and I am confident that the French champion can race for the “pole position” in the group. German runners-up Flensburg is back in the game! They played a really strong season and can rely on one of the best-rehearsed teams. In addition, their Campushalle is a “lion´s den”, where it is always extremely difficult to grab a point or two. Hamburg only sneaked into the Group Phase through the Wild Card Tournament. And even though their engine might not be running as smoothly as two years ago when they won the German championship and reached the FINAL4, their line-up of players is still among the best in Europe. Chekhov can rely on the prowess of many experienced players and have furthermore been reinforced by the former goalkeeper of Montpellier Richard Štochl. Talking about Montpellier, in 2010 the Russians beat the French side only in a penalty shoot-out in the quarter-final to reach the FINAL4. So we can expect an exciting clash again. I do not believe that Spanish team Leon can repeat last season´s achievement. Unfortunately, a lot of players left and the team therefore a considerable bit of its strength. However, Leon can still rely on “Grinta” and their raucous crowd! Belgrade is the minnow in this Group A and will a face tough time against its stronger opponents.
 3
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MONTPELLIER AGGLOMÉRATION HB (France)
 Qualification for the VELUX EHF Champions League 2012/13 season: French champions
 Season Preview: Patrice Canayer is starting his 19th season as Montpellier coach with mixed feelings. Not only will a strengthened Paris team fight for the French crown, but right wing Vid Kavtičnik is still suffering from a ruptured crucial ligament which he picked up in March, when the French champions were eliminated by Barcelona in the Last 16 of the VELUX EHF Champions League. They signed experienced Croat Petar Metličić as cover, but Kavtičnik is not supposed to return in 2013. Montpellier lost goalkeeper Štochl (Medvedi), Bojinović and Honrubia (both Paris), and signed Erlend Mamelund (Haslum) and Christian Malmagro (Kobenhavn). As preparation for the new season, a major part of the team took part in the IHF Super Globe with six players and coach Canayer strengthening the squad of hosts AL-Sadd (Doha, Qatar). And on top of that the squad will have many more training sessions in the newly-built fitness centre. "We are in a very difficult Group Phase. Furthermore, we will have to compete against the winner of the Wild Card Tournament in our group which is in general a very strong team. We were not fortunate in the draw, but the aim is to be the best-placed team after the Group Phase," the club manager Remy Levy said. “Our participation means two things: The possibility for us to play at the top European level, and the increased media coverage that brings. We hope to take advantage of the profile that gives us. And another important point is the positive economic impact for the sustainability of the club,” coach Canayer said.
 Club Address: Montpellier Agglomeration HB Centre Jean-Paul Lacombe 1000 avenue Val de Montferrand 34090 Montpellier, France Contact numbers: Tel. +33-4-99614455 Fax. +33-4-99614454 Email: [email protected] Arena: Arena Montpellier Rue de la Foire 34470 Pérols/Montpellier Capacity: 8000 OR Palais des Sports René Bougnol 1000 Av. du Val de Montferrand 34090 Montpellier, Capacity: 3000 Media contact: Suzy Demonte, +33 499 610358 [email protected] Online: Club website: www.montpellierhandball.com Twitter: @ MAHB Facebook: montpellierhandball ehfCL.com Club achievements: EHF Champions League: Participations (including 2012/13 season): 15 Winner (1): 2003 Semi-final (1): 2005 Quarter-final (4): 2001, 2006, 2010, 2011 Last 16 (4): 1996, 2004, 2007, 2012 Main Round (2): 2008, 2009 Group Phase (2): 1999, 2000 French champions: 14 titles(1995,1998, 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012) French Cup winners: 12 titles
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The squad
 No. First Name Family Name Nat. Position Date of Birth Weight Height 7 William Accambray FRA Left back 08.04.1988 94 194
 Arthur Anquetil FRA Left wing 23.07.1995 5 Maxime Arvin-Berod FRA Left wing 19.08.1991 77 182
 Lenny Bakana FRA Left back 11.08.1995 Samir Bellahcene FRA Goalkeeper 20.02.1995
 3 Baptiste Bonnefond FRA Left back 22.01.1993 89 193 Yasser Boukheda FRA 15.03.1994 Maxime Bouschet FRA Right back 02.04.1996 79 183 Clement Branco FRA Right back 25.08.1996 74 185 Laurent Corade FRA 06.06.1993 Tanguy Delmas FRA 28.01.1995
 92 Remi Desbonnet FRA Goalkeeper 28.02.1992 81 182 Ludovic Fabregas FRA Line player 01.07.1996 80 190
 30 Dragan Gajic SLO Right wing 21.07.1984 83 190 Thomas Gomez FRA 22.06.1995
 10 Mathieu Grebille FRA Left back 06.10.1991 94 188 14 Michael Guigou FRA Left wing 28.01.1982 79 179
 Antoine Gutfreund FRA Right back 05.10.1992 85 195 Tristan Hattu FRA 22.02.1992
 88 Wissem Hmam FRA Left back 21.04.1981 104 197 25 Luka Karabatic FRA Line player 19.04.1988 90 202 22 Nikola Karabatic FRA Left back 11.04.1984 102 196 23 Vid Kavticnik SLO Right wing 24.05.1984 85 190
 Theo Lavabre FRA 08.08.1994 Simon Lejonc FRA 29.04.1992 Remi Leventoux FRA Line player 12.02.1992 100 202 Clement Liard FRA Right wing 03.05.1996 80 190
 9 Cristian Malmagro Viana ESP Right wing 11.03.1983 88 191 11 Erlend Mamelund NOR Left back 01.05.1984 100 197
 Kevin Mesnard FRA Goalkeeper 11.01.1993 19 Petar Metlicic CRO Right back 25.12.1976 96 194 16 Primoz Prost SLO Goalkeeper 14.07.1983 96 186
 1 Mickael Robin FRA Goalkeeper 28.05.1985 82 190 21 Alexandre Saidani FRA 30.07.1994
 6 Issam Tej FRA Line player 29.07.1979 98 187 20 Vincent Thouvenot FRA 30.05.1994
 Mael Vandelannoote FRA 20.04.1995 Allan Villeminot FRA 24.05.1995 Romain Zerbib FRA 31.07.1993 New signings (including former club): • Erlend Mamelund (Haslum/NOR) • Petar Metličić (RK Celje/SLO) • Cristian Malmagro
 (AG København/DEN) • Maxime Arvon Berod, Mathieu
 Grebille (both MAHB youth programme)
 Left the club (including new club): • Richard Štochl (Chekhovskie
 Medvedi/RUS), • Mladen Bojinović (Paris SG
 Handball/FRA), • Rémi Salou (Tremblay/FRA) • Samuel Honrubia (Paris SG
 Handball/FRA)
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Key players
 Nikola Karabatić: The former World Handball player of the Year is a key figure in the Montpellier team. Karabatic has already won everything there is to win in handball, indeed has won the Olympic Games, world championships and EHF European Championships twice with the French national team. The left back is one of the most complete current handball players with strengths in attack and defence. He has won the EHF Champions League two times – in 2003 with Montpellier and 2007 with THW Kiel.
 William Accambray: The new star of Montpellier and the French national team. The powerful left back is one the most powerful shooters in Europe. He rose to prominence at the 2011 World Championship, where Accambray won his first international title. In 2012 he was one key players responsible for the French Olympic gold medal in London.
 Dragan Gajič: The Slovenian is a counter-attacking expert. The right wing is fast and extremely self-assured in front of goal, as well as being cold as ice from the penalty line. Gajic continues the line of successful Slovenians players at Montpellier including Vid Kavticnik and Primoz Prost in the current team.
 Coach
 Patrice Canayer: 15 French championship titles, 12 cup victories, 15 participations in the VELUX EHF Champions League since 1995 including winning the title in 2003 – these are just some of the achievements of Montpellier coach Patrice Canayer. In 1994 he started his coaching career and coached players like Nikola Karabatić, Thierry Omeyer and Didier Dinart. Now Canayer’s 19th straight season on the Montpellier bench has begun. In his active career the 51-year-old coach played for Bordeaux and Racing Paris.
 6

Page 7
                        

CHEKHOVSKIE MEDVEDI (Russia)
 Qualification for the VELUX EHF Champions League 2012/13 season: Russian champions
 Season Preview: In the 2009/10 VELUX EHF Champions League season, Chekhovskie Medvedi made it to the VELUX EHF FINAL4, two seasons later the Russian champions were eliminated in the Group Phase. Now the team of coach Vladimir Maximov is hoping for a return to Cologne and to hold onto their role as the dominant team in the Russian league. His highly experienced and well-rehearsed squad has not changed that much in the past few years except for long-term captain Vitaly Iwanov ending his career and going into coaching. The Russian champions since 2002 are hoping for some reinforcement between the posts, with Slovakian international Richard Štochl who has arrived from Montpellier. The “bears” have qualified for the 13th consecutive time for the VELUX EHF Champions League – none of the other 24 participants have managed to top this impressive record. And 13 could be their lucky number this year, hopes new team captain Vassily Filippov: “I remember our first participation in the FINAL4 in Cologne very well. It would be great to repeat that success three years later.” And for the 13th time Maximov is on the bench of Medvedi – only Montpellier’s Patrice Canayer has a longer era in the VELUX EHF Champions League. Chekhovskie have been all over Europe (Germany, France, Bosnia and Herzegovina) in their preparation for the new season, participating in a big number of top-class tournaments – to see how they cope with potential rivals who they could meet on their way to Cologne.
 Club Address: Chekhovskie Medvedi Poligrafistov str. 30 142300 Chekhov, Mosk. oblast Russia Contact numbers: Tel.+7-985-9991624 Fax +7-495-6132618 Email: [email protected] Arena: Sport Hall "Olimpiyskiy" Chekhov Poligrafistov Str. 30 142300 Chekhov Capacity: 3000 Media contact: Beniamin Kuznetsov +7 9166186054 [email protected] Online: Club website: www.ch-medvedi.ru ehfCL.com Club achievements: EHF Champions League: Participations (including 2012/13 season): 13 Semi-final (1): 2010 Quarter-final (2): 2009, 2011 Last 16 (2): 2005, 2007 Main Round (1): 2008 Group Phase (6): 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2006, 2012 Cup Winners´Cup: Winner: 2006 Russian champions: 11 titles (2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012) Russian Cup winners: 11 titles
 7
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The squad
 No. First Name Family Name Nat. Position Date of Birth Weight Height 4 Samvel Aslanyan RUS Left back 23.02.1986 91 190
 10 Alexander Chernoivanov RUS Line player 13.02.1979 105 202 20 Mikhail Chipurin RUS Line player 17.11.1980 105 190 17 Alexander Dereven RUS Line player 26.03.1992 88 196 31 Timur Dibirov RUS Left wing 30.07.1983 74 180 88 Egor Evdokimov RUS Line player 09.03.1982 114 204
 2 Vasily Filippov RUS Centre back 18.01.1981 87 183 13 Sergei Gorbok RUS Left back 04.12.1982 98 196
 1 Oleg Grams RUS Goalkeeper 20.02.1984 103 200 23 Eduard Koksharov RUS Left wing 04.11.1975 98 189
 7 Dmitry Kovalev RUS Right wing 15.05.1982 80 180 16 Dmitry Pavlenko RUS Goalkeeper 01.01.1991 89 192 14 Alexey Rastvortsev RUS Left back 08.08.1978 118 200 11 Sergiy Shelmenko RUS Right back 05.04.1983 98 195 18 Daniil Shishkarev RUS Right wing 06.07.1988 85 190 12 Richard Stochl SVK Goalkeeper 17.12.1975 108 200
 8 Dmitry Zhitnikov RUS Centre back 20.11.1989 90 193
 New signings (including former club):
 • Richard Štochl (Montpellier) • some young players from farm-team
 RGUFK
 Left the club (including new club): • Oleg Skopintsev (Dinamo Minsk), • Andrey Starikh (SKIF Krasnodar), • Vitaly Ivanov (new coach SAD
 Madeira/POR)
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Key players
 Sergei Gorbok: A classical shooter with a big variety of shots. The Belarusian player, Gorbok, started his career in Arkatron Minsk. His international club career took off in 2005 when he joined RK Celje winning the Slovenian championship in 2006 and 2007 as well as playing in the EHF Champions League. He transferred to German side Rhein Neckar Löwen in the 2007/08 before moving to Chekhovskie at the start of the 2010/11 season.
 Alexej Rastvortsev: A bear-like man, who shoots hammers from far distances and a pure wall in defence – Rastvortsev is one of the most experienced players in the Medvedi team, and with a stable level of performing for more than a decade. .
 Eduard Koksharow: The left winger was member of the 2007 World Championship all-star team and returned to his home country in 2011 after a highly successful period in Celje, winning the EHF Champions League in 2004. Despite his age, Koksharov is still a fast and precise shooting wing player with a good eye for his team-mates.
 Coach
 Vladimir Maximov : A living legend – Maximov (67) is still the only person who has become Olympic champion as a coach and a player. After his career on the field, also crowned with a silver medal at the Men's World Championship in 1978 and the champions cup in 1973, Maximov took to coaching in 1992. He led the CIS and Russian national teams to gold at the Olympics (1992 and 2000), Men's World Championships (1993 and 1997) and the EHF EURO (1996). In 2012 he resigned from the position as national team coach to focus on his role at Medvedi, which he holds since 2001. As coach, Chekhovskie has become Russian champion and cup winner every year. On the international stage his biggest success was taking the title in the EHF Cup Winners’ Cup in 2006. Besides his coaching job, Maximov is President of Medvedi and General Director of the Russian Handball Federation.
 9
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SG FLENSBURG-HANDEWITT (Germany)
 Qualification for the VELUX EHF Champions League 2012/13 season: German runners-up
 Season Preview: Nobody expected a season like this for the northern Germans in 2011/12: At first Flensburg secured the second rank in the German league ahead of teams like Füchse Berlin, HSV Hamburg or Rhein Neckar Löwen, then they took the EHF Cup Winners’ Cup trophy. After a year without participating in the VELUX EHF Champions League the two times finalist (2004 and 2007) wants to join the elite in the knock-out stage now again. The still Scandinavian constructed team with German stars like Lars Kaufmann or Holger Glandorf did not change that much: Tamás Mocsai and Viktor Szilagyi left, German international Steffen Weinhold arrived, Ljubomir Vranjes is still the coach. But the Germans have to cope with a severe injury of their top talent: Petar Djordjic, who just became German citizen, is out for months after a rupture of the cruciate ligament. Former manager Holger Kaiser left the club too and now is a member of the Executive Board of the German Bundesliga. "We compete in an interesting group with three traditional Champions League opponents. Due to the participation of the Wild Card Tournament winner, this group will be certainly more difficult. Our goal is to reach the Quarter-final of the Champions League," the new club manager Dierk Schmäschke said. The team captain Tobias Karlsson isn´t expecting an easy challenge either: "This is a tough group. But we know that the Champions League is not a walk in the park. About our goals, we haven’t talked with the team yet."
 Club Address: SG Flensburg-Handewitt Schiffbrücke 66 24939 Flensburg GermanyContact numbers: Tel. +49-171-2780800 Fax. +49-461-1609622 Email: [email protected] Arena: Campushalle Campusallee 2 24943 Flensburg Capacity: 6000 Media contact: Sandra von Wallis +49 4611609625 [email protected] Online: Club website: www.sg-flensburg-handewitt.de Facebook: SGFleHa ehfCL.com VELUX EHF Champions League records: Participations (including 2012/13 season): 8 Final (2): 2004, 2007 Semi-final (1): 2006 Quarter-final (3): 2005, 2009, 2011 Main Round (1): 2008
 Cup Winners´ Cup: Winner 2001 2012 EHF Cup: Winner: 1997 City Cup: Winner 1999 German champions: 2004 German Cup winners: 3 titles
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The squad
 No. First Name Family Name Nat. Position Date of Birth Weight Height 1 Erik Mattias Andersson SWE Goalkeeper 29.03.1978 93 185 5 Arnor Atlason ISL Left back 23.07.1984 95 190
 13 Marc Blockus GER Right back 07.11.1992 95 193 2 Lukas Blohme GER Right wing 07.11.1994 72 188
 14 Morten Dibbert GER Line player 19.10.1991 95 193 17 Petar Djordjic SRB Left back 17.09.1990 102 197
 7 Anders Eggert Jensen DEN Left wing 14.05.1982 79 179 9 Holger Glandorf GER Right back 30.03.1983 90 195
 21 Jacob Heinl GER Line player 09.10.1986 101 195 3 Tobias Karlsson SWE Line player 04.06.1981 102 196
 28 Lars Kaufmann GER Left back 25.02.1982 103 199 77 Michael V. Knudsen DEN Line player 04.09.1978 99 192
 4 Maik Machulla GER Centre back 09.01.1977 95 189 10 Thomas Mogensen DEN Centre back 30.01.1983 100 187 16 Sören Rasmussen DEN Goalkeeper 12.08.1976 98 193 24 Christopher Rudeck GER Goalkeeper 15.10.1994 98 198 11 Lasse Svan Hansen DEN Right wing 31.08.1983 85 185 13 Malte Voigt GER Left wing 17.01.1993 91 189 14 Thies-Jakob Volquardsen GER Centre back 16.09.1989 87 185 32 Paul Weidner GER Goalkeeper 29.02.1992 85 185
 3 Steffen Weinhold GER Right back 19.07.1986 95 188
 New signings (including former club):
 • Steffen Weinhold (TV Großwallstadt), • Maik Machulla (ASV Hamm-
 Westfalen), • Morten Dibbert (second team), Malte
 Voigt (youth))
 Left the club (including new club): • Viktor Szilagyi (Bergischer HC), • Tamás Mocsai (TSV Hannover-
 Burgdorf), • Lars Bastian (SV Henstedt-Ulzburg)
 11
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Key players
 Mattias Andersson: The goalkeeper won the EHF Champions League in 2007 with his former club THW Kiel. Thanks to the saves of the Swedish national team member Flensburg won the Cup Winners’ Cup in the 2011/12 season and finished second in the German league. Andersson is one of the most experienced goalkeepers in the whole competition. He won a silver medal with the Swedish national team at London 2012. .
 Anders Eggert: Fast, faster, Eggert: The Dane had to fill the biggest shoes ever in Flensburg as successor to the legendary left wing Lars Christiansen. But he coped perfectly with this situation and was top scorer of the German Bundesliga two years ago. Eggert is two-times EHF EURO champion and runner-up of the 2011 World Championship the Danish national team.
 Holger Glandorf: Years ago it was impossible to find any German stars in the Flensburg squad, but times have changed. One of two German 2007 world champions in the roster is left handed shooter Holger Glandorf. Despite some injury breaks, the right back always returned to a high level of performance.
 Coach
 Ljubomir Vranjes: Player, manager, coach – this the running order of the career of former Swedish international player Ljubomir Vranjes (39). After retiring as a player he became club manager in 2009 and coach in November 2010. His biggest success on the bench was the title in the EHF Cup Winners’ Cup 2012 and finishing second in the German league in the same season. As a player Vranjes represented Sweden on the international stage and became Men's World Champion in 1999 and three-times EHF EURO champion with the national team. On the club front he began his career in Gothenburg, where he played for ten years, before moving to Spain (Granollers) and Germany (Nordhorn, Flensburg). With Flensburg he was EHF Champions League finalist 2007 against Kiel.
 12
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REALE ADEMAR LEÓN (Spain)
 Qualification for the VELUX EHF Champions League 2012/13 season: Third ranked in Spain
 Season Preview: The upcoming season will be a tough one for Ademar León and their coach Manuel Cadenas, who is returning to his former club after a five-year absence. The squad has seen big personnel changes since their exit from the 2011/12 VELUX EHF Champions League season in the quarter-final.
 Baena has made his way to Créteil, Straňovský and Montoro are wearing the scarlet and blue strips of FC Barcelona Intersport this season, Andreu has signed for TSV Hannover Burgdorf, Čutura left to HCM Constanţa and Krivoshlikov is yet to find a new team. The club has seen ten newcomers come through the doors. Ranking third below FC Barcelona Intersport and Atlético Madrid BM in Spain, it will be no easy task for Leon to make it to the knock-out stage.
 “We want to achieve the best possible results; we know that our opponents are stronger than us. Besides that, we hope to keep up our ‘fighting spirit’ in the Spanish league and in the Champions League. We have a long way to go; our squad is still under construction. It is always important that the hard work is followed up with good results, because it gives the squad confidence, especially when you have so many young players like we have,” club manager José Ludena Montenegro said.
 “Our main objective is to be in the top four of our group to try to proceed to the next phase. Our group consists of teams which play at the top level in world handball, so it won’t be easy,” Manuel Cadenas said.
 “For me personally it is the return to the ‘big stage’. For the club it is important to represent the club in a good light and to make it as far as possible in this competition,” he added.
 Club Address: Reale Ademar León P. Saenz de Miera s/n Estadio A. Amilivia 24009 Leon, Spain Contact numbers: Tel. +34-609-846050 Fax: +34-987-263199 Email: [email protected] Arena: Palacio de los Deportes de Leon Paseo saenz de miera s/n 24009 Leon Capacity: 5900 Media contact: Jose Ludena, +34 609846050 [email protected] Online: Club website: www.ademar.com Twitter: @ ADEMARLEON Facebook: Ademar-León ehfCL.com Club achievements: EHF Champions League:Participations (including 2012/13 season): 11 Quarterfinal (4): 1998, 2000, 2002, 2012 Last 16 (3): 2004, 2006, 2010 Main Round (2): 2008, 2009 Qualification (1): 2011
 Cup Winners´Cup: Winner: 1999, 2005 Final: 2001, 2007
 Spanish champions: 2001, runners-up: 1997, 1998, 2000 Spanish Cup winners: Asobal Cup 1999, 2008, Copa del Rey 2003
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The squad
 No. First Name Family Name Nat. Position Date of Birth Weight Height 18 Felipe Borges Dutra BRA Left wing 04.05.1985 88 186
 2 Alvaro Cabanas Carcia Pertusa ESP Left wing 22.04.1990 71 181 18 Raul Nantes Campos BRA Left back 20.03.1990 90 192
 7 Gonzalo Carou Marcel ESP Line player 15.08.1979 98 194 15 Jose Mario Carrillo Gutierrez ESP Left wing 18.12.1990 75 180 13 Juan Castro Alvarez ESP Centre back 31.10.1990 89 190 12 Luis De Vega Martinez ESP Goalkeeper 14.09.1988 78 190
 5 Iosu Goni Leoz ESP Left back 04.01.1990 95 197 3 Mario Lopez Alvarez ESP Right wing 19.09.1994 72 180 1 Inaki Malumbres Aldave ESP Goalkeeper 03.08.1975 84 185
 19 Alberto Molina Martinez ESP Centre back 14.01.1993 75 181 14 Diego Pineiro Martin ESP Line player 12.09.1994 91 192 11 Carlos Ruesga Pasarin ESP Left back 10.03.1985 94 184 24 Faruk Vrazalic BIH Left wing 22.06.1990 85 186 77 Vladimir Vranjes BIH Left back 14.12.1988 107 200 16 Matej Asanin CRO Goalkeeper 04.09.1993 118 203 22 Djordje Golubovic SRB Right back 20.05.1992 81 192
 New signings (including former club):
 • Vladimir Vranjes (Banja Luka/BIH), • Faruk Vražalić (Sloga Doboj/BIH), • Matej Ašanin (Zagreb), • Iñaki Malumbres (Caja 3/ESP), • Raul Nantes (Pilotes Posada), • Djordje Golubović, Diego Piñeiro,
 Mario Lopez, Luis de Vega, Alberto Molina (Ademar Leon Juniors and second team)
 Left the club (including new club): • Antonio Garcia (Paris), • Alvaro Ferrer (Atletico Madrid) • Juan Andreu (Hannover-Burgdorf), • Rafa Baena (Créteil/FRA), • Angel Montoro and Martin Straňovský
 (Both FC Barcelona Intersport), • Dalibor Čutura (Constanta), • Jaime Gonzalez, Denis Krivoshlykov
 (both destination unknown)
 14
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Key players
 Gonzalo Carou: The powerful line player is one of the keys to the success of the Argentinean national team, which was one the best non-European team at the 2011 World Championship and qualified for the first time ever for the Olympic Games. Carou is a wall in defence and very movable in attack – one to lead the young team of Leon.
 Felipe Borges: The Brazilian left wing will need to bridge the gap in the Leon squad, which has resulted from the transfer of Martin Stranovsky to FC Barcelona. Borges is fast and extremely strong in defence for a wing player.
 Carlos Ruesga: The former Spanish international is the most experienced player in the rejuvenated Leon squad. The tall left back is playing his seventh season in the VELUX EHF Champions League with Leon and formerly with Portland San Antonio.
 Coach
 Manolo Cadenas: Back to his roots: Cadenas (57) has returned to Leon, where he had been coach from 1995 to 2007, in the “golden era” of the club. He led Ademar to their only Spanish championship title in 2001, two cup titles and two titles in the EHF Cup Winners’ Cup. Cadenas also coached in Santander, where he won the Spanish cup and the Cup Winners’ Cup, and Valladolid (1991 – 1995). After his first stint at Leon he changed to FC Barcelona Intersport and Granollers, this marks his return to Ademar.
 15
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RK PARTIZAN (Serbia)
 Qualification for the VELUX EHF Champions League 2012/13 season: Winner of the Qualification Tournament 1, Serbian Champion
 Season Preview: Just eight months after the success of the Men’s EHF EURO and only three months before the start of the Women’s EHF EURO, Partizan Beograd continued the Serbian success by qualifying for the Group Phase of the VELUX EHF Champions League for the second straight time. In a qualification stage which included virtually all Balkan teams, they first beat Vitalis Porto (POR) before outclassing their Bosnian neighbours Sloga Doboj in the final of the tournament, which was hosted by Partizan. Aleksandar Brković, the youngest coach of all 24 teams in the Group Phase, has again rejuvenated his team following the departure of some experienced players. By signing even more new talent, Belgrade is hoping for a better result than last season when they finished the Group Phase without any points – after competing with top class opponents like Kiel, Montpellier or København. After their triple triumph on home ground – champions, cup winners and super cup winners – Partizan are aiming to be more competitive, to give it their best shot and try to win at least one match, knowing they have a slightly better team and slightly easier group. Manager Aleksandar Blagojević is pleased to have the chance to compete at the top level again, and said: "We are very happy to be a part of the biggest handball spectacle in Europe. The fact that this is the second year in a row our team has reached the Group Phase confirms our quality and that our concept is working." And Partizan captain Nenad Maksić is looking forward the challenges that face his young team: "Our goal for this year’s competition is to win some points. We had a chance to play against Montpellier and Ademar Leon last year. There is no need to comment SG Flensburg-Handewitt and HSV Hamburg - they are like handball NBA."
 Club Address: RK Partizan Humska 1 11040 Belgrade Serbia Contact numbers: Tel. +381-11-2648556 Fax. +381-11-3691110 Email: [email protected] Arena: Sportski Centar Čair IX Brigade 10 18000 Nis Capacity: 4000 Media contact: Jasmina Stakić +381 112648556 [email protected] Online: Club website: www.rkpartizan.rs ehfCL.com Club achievements: EHF Champions League: Participations (including 2012/13 season): 7 Last 16 (1): 1996 Group Phase (3): 2000, 2004, 2012 Qualification (2): 2003, 2010
 Cup Winners´Cup: Semi-finals 1999, 2002
 Challenge Cup: Semi-finals: 2011
 Serbian champions: 9 titles (1993, 1994, 1995, 1999, 2002, 2003, 2009, 2011, 2012) Serbian Cup winners: 10 titles Serbian Super cup winners: 3 titles
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The squad
 No. First Name Family Name Nat. Position Date of Birth Weight Height 16 Nikola Dzamic SRB Goalkeeper 03.02.1990 84 188 19 Nemanja Ilic SRB Left wing 11.05.1990 75 178
 3 Vanja Ilic SRB Left wing 25.02.1993 74 180 23 Milos Ivosevic SRB Left back 29.10.1988 105 203 13 Ognjen Kajganic SRB Left back 20.08.1976 96 201 22 Milos Knezevic SRB Goalkeeper 17.04.1996 89 196 21 Milos Kostadinovic SRB Right wing 02.12.1988 85 180
 9 Nenad Maksic SRB Right back 21.08.1972 83 188 25 Vladimir Mandic SRB Left back 10.02.1980 98 202 33 Mijajlo Marsenic SRB Line player 09.03.1993 97 192
 5 Savo Mester SRB Centre back 02.03.1990 94 191 2 Veljko Milosevic SRB Line player 12.05.1982 97 192 4 Luka Minic SRB Right wing 31.10.1992 79 182
 24 Uros Mitrovic SRB Centre back 24.01.1984 98 192 15 Igor Mrsulja SRB Centre back 24.06.1994 89 189 39 Bogdan Ogrizovic SRB Left back 31.03.1994 89 198
 7 Marko Pavlovic SRB Left back 19.12.1982 96 202 28 Ivan Popovic SRB Line player 21.03.1994 96 195 55 Nikola Potic SRB Right back 07.01.1994 88 203
 6 Branko Radanovic SRB Left back 31.12.1981 80 192 13 Stojan Radanovic SRB Line player 31.10.1982 109 199 14 Bogdan Radivojevic SRB Right wing 02.03.1993 80 192 20 Aleksandar Radovanovic SRB Right wing 23.11.1994 79 190 12 Mihailo Radovanovic SRB Goalkeeper 18.12.1992 82 194
 1 Dejan Vasic SRB Goalkeeper 11.04.1976 93 195 10 Petar Zujovic SRB Left back 30.04.1981 92 198
 New signings (including former club):
 • Petar Žujović (Esperance sportive de Tunis/TUN),
 • Ognjen Kajganić (Esnvrilisija/GRE), • Uroš Mitrović (Creteil/France), • Marko Pavlović (PKB Beograd), • Miloš Ivošević (Obilić Beograd)
 Left the club (including new club): • Ivan Dimitrijević
 (Gummersbach/GER), • Strahinja Milić (Vardar MKD), • Stefan Babić (no club), • Miloš Milinić (end of career), • Stefan Kladarin (no club)
 17
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Key players
 Uroš Mitrović: At the centre of the Partizan match play – the playmaker returned from France and showed his abilities already in the successful qualification tournament. Mitrović has played several times for the Serbian national team and he has recovered from several injuries to be in top form again.
 Nenad Maksić: The veteran of the young guns is 40 years old and is something of a father figure for the rest of the team. The right back is an important shooter but also have a good eye for his team-mates.
 Nemanja Ilić: If Partizan switch on their speed mode, the left wing is a highly successful option for the counter-attacks. In the previous season he had shown the ‘match of his life’ against THW Kiel.
 Coach
 Alexandar Brković: “Manolo” will face “Manolo” – Brković or also is known under his nickname “Manolo” will compete against Leon’s coach Manolo Cadenas in the Group Phase of the VELUX EHF Champions League. Aged 31, he is the youngest of all coaches in the VELUX EHF Champions League. After seven years as a coach of the Partizan youth teams and the Serbian youth national teams, Brgovic became head coach of the men’s team in 2010 – and led them to two Serbian championship titles and twice to the VELUX EHF Champions League Group Phase.
 18
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HSV HAMBURG (Germany)
 Qualification for the VELUX EHF Champions League 2012/13 season: winner of the wildcard tournament, fourth ranked in Germany
 Season Preview: After automatically qualifying for the VELUX EHF Champions League in the five previous seasons, HSV struggled to reach the Group Phase this time when, after ranking fourth in the German league, they had to compete in the wild card tournament.
 After a tough semi-final victory against Wisla Plock (POL) the Germans were nearly eliminated in the final of the wild card tournament against hosts Saint Raphael (FRA), who were four goals ahead with six minutes left to play. But HSV equalised right before the whistle, and in extra-time they beat the third-ranked team from France to qualify for the Group Phase again.
 Now they are not only preparing to face top opponents such as Montpellier, but also face German neighbours SG Flensburg-Handewitt in what promise to be mouth-watering matches between two sides who drew in their first league encounter of the season.
 The team lost two of their most important players in Bertrand and Guillaume Gille, who returned to their former club Chambery after 10 years. And Hamburg are suffering from three long-term injuries to key players in Johannes Bitter, Oscar Carlén and Torsten Jansen. But their incoming transfer moves have mostly closed those gaps on the left wing, goalkeeper and at right back position.
 Team captain Pascal Hens is confident that his team will be able to stand the pressure: "Our group is a very challenging one. Montpellier and Flensburg will be especially difficult to beat, but I am optimistic that we can reach the next round. We have proved that we can show character and fight until the last second of every game."
 Club Address: HSV Hamburg Hellgrundweg 50 22525 Hamburg, Germany Contact numbers: Tel. +49-173-9584636 Fax. +49-40-30987676 Email: [email protected] Arena: Sporthalle Hamburg Krochmannstrasse 55 22297 Hamburg Capacity: 4200 OR O2 World Sylvesterallee 10 22525 Hamburg Capacity: 13200 Media contact: Christian Pöhls +49 40 30987651 [email protected] Online: Club website: www.hsvhandball.com Twitter: @ hsvhandball_tv Facebook: HSVHandball ehfCL.com Club achievements: EHF Champions League: Participations (including 2012/13 season): 6 Semi-final (3): 2008, 2009, 2011 Quarter-final (1): 2010 Last 16 (1): 2012 Cup Winners´ Cup: Winner 2007 German champions: 2011 German Cup winners: 2006, 2010 German Super-Cup winners: 4 titles
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The squad
 No. First Name Family Name Nat. Position Date of Birth Weight Height 77 Dan Beutler SWE Goalkeeper 07.10.1977 89 193
 1 Johannes Bitter GER Goalkeeper 02.09.1982 104 205 25 Tim-Oliver Brauer GER Line player 15.05.1992 106 196 66 Oscar Carlén SWE Right back 11.05.1988 98 194
 4 Domagoj Duvnjak CRO Centre back 01.06.1988 100 198 7 Matthias Flohr GER Left wing 19.03.1982 93 187
 23 Pascal Hens GER Left back 26.03.1980 103 203 11 Kevin Herbst GER Right wing 07.05.1994 88 189 12 Max Henri Herrmann FRA Goalkeeper 24.02.1994 98 195
 5 Torsten Jansen GER Left wing 23.12.1976 90 185 2 Michael Kraus GER Centre back 28.09.1983 96 187 6 Blazenko Lackovic CRO Left back 25.12.1980 100 197
 22 Marcin Lijewski POL Right back 21.09.1977 102 197 18 Hans Lindberg DEN Right wing 01.08.1981 88 188 16 Florian Meier GER Goalkeeper 26.02.1982 82 186 21 Andreas Nilsson SWE Line player 12.04.1990 110 197 24 Fredrik Raahauge Petersen SWE Left wing 23.08.1983 81 188 27 Marcel Schliedermann GER Centre back 02.01.1991 95 189
 3 Stefan Schröder GER Right wing 17.07.1981 88 183 20 Robert Schulze GER Left wing 14.06.1991 87 187 26 Ole Stabick GER Right wing 19.07.1990 86 185 13 Martin Stumps GER Right back 14.05.1986 100 200 17 Enid Tahirovic BIH Goalkeeper 22.07.1972 100 188 19 Stefan Terzic SRB Right back 17.05.1994 93 195
 9 Igor Vori CRO Line player 20.09.1980 114 203
 New signings (including former club):
 • Andreas Nilsson (IFK Skövde), • Fredrik Petersen (AG Kopenhagen), • Stefan Terzic (RK Borac Banja Luka), • Max-Henri Hermann (DHC
 Rheinland), • Enid Tahirovic (Frisch Auf Göppingen)
 Left the club (including new club): • Guillaume Gille and Bertrand Gille
 (both Chambery Savoie HB), • Renato Vugrinec (RK Maribor Branik), • Zoran Djordjic (Retired)
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Key players
 Domagoj Duvnjak: The Croatian is the key to everything in Hamburg’s attacks. Duvnjak is not just a typical playmaker, but also a scorer and shooter. In defence the world and EHF EURO silver medallist is building the middle block with his country-fellow Igor Vori.
 Hans Lindberg: The Danish right wing was four times among the three best scorers of German Bundesliga. The two-times EHF EURO champion and runner-up at the 2011 World Championship in Sweden is the counterpart of Anders Eggert in the Danish national team and is the most successful HSV shooter in the past years. He is specialises in counter-attacks and penalty shots.
 Pascal Hens: The HSV team captain defied all injury problems in the past seasons and is back on track. The 2007 world champion only focuses on the club side now after resigning from the national team. Left back Hens is famous for his jump shots and shots from left back.
 Coach
 Martin Schwalb: Since 2005, Schwalb has been working for HSV, and with the exception of a few months in 2011, when he was president and director, he worked as a coach. Schwalb (49) also coached German side Wallau-Massenheim, where he had played before and became three-time German champion and crowned winner of the champions cup. In scoring 2272 goals he is the fourth best scorer of all time in German Bundesliga. With the German national team Schwalb became silver medallist at the 1984 Olympics and bronze medallist at the 1998 EHF EURO. His biggest coaching successes were the German championship in 2011, the EHF Cup Winners’ Cup title in 2007, the German cup titles in 2006 and 2010 and reaching the semi-final of the VELUX EHF Champions League three times.
 21
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MatchID: 201311020102-
 Group A matches won draw lost goal-difference points1 FRA Montpellier Agglomeration HB 0 0 0 0 0:0 0 02 RUS Chekhovskie Medvedi 0 0 0 0 0:0 0 03 GER SG Flensburg-Handewitt 0 0 0 0 0:0 0 04 ESP Reale Ademar Leon 0 0 0 0 0:0 0 05 SRB RK Partizan 0 0 0 0 0:0 0 06 GER HSV Hamburg 0 0 0 0 0:0 0 0
 002 GER SG Flensburg-Handewitt vs. FRA Montpellier Agglomeration HB  27.09.2012 19:00    Flensburg / GER    Ref.: Gubica, Milosevic CRO   Del.: Andorka HUN
 001 RUS Chekhovskie Medvedi vs. SRB RK Partizan  27.09.2012 20:30    Chekhov / RUS    Ref.: Leandersson, Lindroos FIN   Del.: Jaskins LAT
 003 ESP Reale Ademar Leon vs. GER HSV Hamburg  29.09.2012 19:00    Leon / ESP    Ref.: Badura, Ondogrecula SVK   Del.: Rätz SUI
 005 GER HSV Hamburg vs. RUS Chekhovskie Medvedi  04.10.2012 20:00    Hamburg / GER   
 004 FRA Montpellier Agglomeration HB vs. ESP Reale Ademar Leon  07.10.2012 19:00    Pérols/Montpellier / FRA   
 006 SRB RK Partizan vs. GER SG Flensburg-Handewitt  07.10.2012 19:00    Nis / SRB   
 009 SRB RK Partizan vs. ESP Reale Ademar Leon  13.10.2012 18:00    Nis / SRB   
 008 GER SG Flensburg-Handewitt vs. RUS Chekhovskie Medvedi  14.10.2012 17:30    Flensburg / GER   
 007 FRA Montpellier Agglomeration HB vs. GER HSV Hamburg  14.10.2012 19:00    Pérols/Montpellier / FRA   
 012 RUS Chekhovskie Medvedi vs. FRA Montpellier Agglomeration HB  18.10.2012 20:30    Chekhov / RUS   
 010 GER HSV Hamburg vs. SRB RK Partizan  21.10.2012 16:00    Hamburg / GER   
 011 ESP Reale Ademar Leon vs. GER SG Flensburg-Handewitt  21.10.2012 17:30    Leon / ESP   
 2012/13 Men's European Cup EHF Champions League Group Phase
 EHF Report | 09.24.2012 11:58 | 1/12
 22

Page 23
                        

013 ESP Reale Ademar Leon vs. RUS Chekhovskie Medvedi  17.11.2012 18:00    Leon / ESP   
 014 SRB RK Partizan vs. FRA Montpellier Agglomeration HB  18.11.2012 17:00    Nis / SRB   
 015 GER HSV Hamburg vs. GER SG Flensburg-Handewitt  18.11.2012 17:30     / GER   
 016 RUS Chekhovskie Medvedi vs. ESP Reale Ademar Leon  22.11.2012 20:30    Chekhov / RUS   
 018 GER SG Flensburg-Handewitt vs. GER HSV Hamburg  25.11.2012 17:15    Flensburg / GER   
 017 FRA Montpellier Agglomeration HB vs. SRB RK Partizan  25.11.2012 19:00    Montpellier / FRA   
 021 GER HSV Hamburg vs. ESP Reale Ademar Leon  29.11.2012 20:00    Hamburg / GER   
 019 SRB RK Partizan vs. RUS Chekhovskie Medvedi  02.12.2012 17:00    Nis / SRB   
 020 FRA Montpellier Agglomeration HB vs. GER SG Flensburg-Handewitt  02.12.2012 19:00    Pérols/Montpellier / FRA   
 024 GER SG Flensburg-Handewitt vs. SRB RK Partizan  06.-10.02.13     /    
 023 RUS Chekhovskie Medvedi vs. GER HSV Hamburg  07.02.2013 18:45    Chekhov / RUS   
 022 ESP Reale Ademar Leon vs. FRA Montpellier Agglomeration HB  10.02.2013 19:00    Leon / ESP   
 026 GER SG Flensburg-Handewitt vs. ESP Reale Ademar Leon  13.02.2013 19:00    Flensburg / GER   
 025 SRB RK Partizan vs. GER HSV Hamburg  16.02.2013 19:00    Nis / SRB   
 027 FRA Montpellier Agglomeration HB vs. RUS Chekhovskie Medvedi  17.02.2013 19:00    Pérols/Montpellier / FRA   
 2012/13 Men's European Cup EHF Champions League Group Phase
 EHF Report | 09.24.2012 11:58 | 2/12
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029 RUS Chekhovskie Medvedi vs. GER SG Flensburg-Handewitt  21.02.2013 20:30    Chekhov / RUS   
 030 ESP Reale Ademar Leon vs. SRB RK Partizan  23.02.2013 18:00    Leon / ESP   
 028 GER HSV Hamburg vs. FRA Montpellier Agglomeration HB  23.02.2013 19:00    Hamburg / GER   
  
 2012/13 Men's European Cup EHF Champions League Group Phase
 EHF Report | 09.24.2012 11:58 | 3/12
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