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Martensville MLA Nancy Heppner
 MLA Report
 FALL 2007
 Nancy Heppner MLA for Martensville
 Saskatchewan Party Environment Critic
 www.nancyheppner.com
 Dear Constituents: The spring legislative session of the Legislature was an interesting one. As we are on the eve of an election, the NDP were likely hoping for a session that put them in a good light, however, they faced the reality of the lack of priorities and vision that has marred this NDP government for years. The NDP went from crisis to crisis: ♦ The Murdoch Carriere scandal; ♦ The NDP Caucus Fraud scandal; ♦ Hospital emergency room by-passes; ♦ The dire state of health care professional recruitment and retention; ♦ A provincial budget that runs a $700 million deficit; ♦ Inadequate provincial education funding and rising education property taxes; ♦ Crumbling highways with no real plan to address it. It has been an honour to represent the constituency of Martensville since March. I look forward to continuing to serve you in the future. This summer has allowed me to meet many of you during town parades, fair days and sports days. The sense of community that exists in this constituency is good to see. This truly is a great place to call home.
 Page 2 ♦ Education - Local school capital projects must be a priority ♦ Children Deserve Better Protection
 from Sexual Predators
 Page 3 ♦ Spring Session Rocked by Scandals - Murdoch Carriere Scandal - NDP Caucus Fraud Scandal ♦ NDP Pre-Election Spending Spree - NDP Trying to Buy Votes with your tax dollars
 Page 4 ♦ Contact Information - Martensville Constituency Office - Saskatchewan Party Caucus ♦ Highways - NDP Fail to Deliver Plan
 What You’ll Find In Nancy’s Fall Newsletter...
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Thanks to the forward-thinking people in this constituency, we have the fastest growing communities in Saskatchewan. When we are met with this kind of success, there will be further challenges to meet. Certainly these are welcome chal-lenges – immensely preferable than the challenges other parts of rural Saskatche-wan face. Foremost among those challenges are the pressures being faced by our schools. Our communities are also among the youngest in Saskatchewan, putting added pressure on to the schools. Our schools in Warman and Martensville were designed when the town populations were half what they are today, and perhaps a quarter of what the population will be ten years from now. With schools bursting at the seams, our school division has identified the need for new schools and renovation projects. The NDP responded with a two-year freeze on all capital school projects. Meanwhile, our children are squeezed.
 Earlier this spring, I asked the Learning Minister if capital funding for schools would be made available to schools in this constituency. Many of our schools are full to or past capacity and more space is des-perately needed. She promised that an evaluation report on priorities would be completed at the end of June. It’s the end of August and that report is still nowhere to be seen.
 While the NDP has been busy spending your tax dollars this summer on various announcements (see article on next page) – in a vain attempt to hold onto seats – let’s hope that they don’t play politics with capital funding for schools. What is needed is a clear plan of spending priorities based on need – not political gain and retaining seats.
 School capital projects must be a priority
 PHOTO: Nancy Heppner joins the Grade Six class from Dalmeny on the grand staircase at the Legislature this spring.
 Earlier this summer we all heard of the plea bargain that was struck with Peter Whitmore, a renowned sexual offender who has been in and out of jail for offences against children and breaches of pa-role. This deal made it possible to excuse his young victims from testifying and having to publicly relive their nightmare, but it also kept Whitmore from being labeled a “dangerous offender”. How-ever, there is a federal bill (Bill C27) currently languishing in commit-tee in Ottawa that would automatically label people such as Peter Whitmore as a dangerous offender without having to put their vic-tims through more pain. It would put the onus on the offender to prove why they shouldn’t be labeled a dangerous offender. This is a reasonable solution that would protect the victims and would also keep violent offenders behind bars and off our streets indefinitely; ultimately resulting in protecting the public at large. The federal NDP and Liberal parties are both on record as opposing this measure. When the protection of our children is at stake, this is a position that is hard to defend. You can make your voice heard by contacting the provincial NDP Justice Minister and federal NDP and Liberal Justice Critics to encourage them to support this measure that can help to keep our children safe. Contact Information: NDP Justice Minister Frank Quennell: 306-787-5353 or [email protected]; Federal NDP Justice Critic Joe Comartin: (613) 947-3445 or [email protected]; Federal Liberal Justice Critic Marlene Jennings: (613) 995-2251 or [email protected].
 PHOTO: Martensville MLA Nancy Heppner took part in the an-nual Martensville Parade this summer. Special thanks to Valley Ford in Hague for supplying the truck that Nancy used to partici-pate in the parade.
 Children need protection Nancy in the Martensville Parade
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PHOTO: Nancy Heppner is sworn in as an MLA at the Legislature this spring. (L-R Clerk of the Legislative Assembly Greg Putz, Speaker Myron Kowalsky, Heppner, Saskatchewan Party Leader Brad Wall.
 NDP trying to buy votes
 2007 Spring Session filled with NDP scandals The Murdoch Carriere Scandal This is the story of a manager in the Depart-ment of Environment who harassed nine women under his supervision. The depart-ment carried out an investigation that con-firmed the allegations, but, instead of firing Murdoch Carriere, the department gave him a promotion, a glowing letter of recommenda-tion and moved him into a different branch of the department in Regina. Women working in that office had no idea what he had done. It wasn’t until the story was eventually leaked to the media that Carriere was fired. The deputy minister involved with promoting Car-riere resigned and received severance.
 Carriere then sued the government and sev-eral media outlets for defamation. The NDP Justice Minister at the time, Eric Cline, indi-cated that the NDP government would de-fend the decision vigorously in the courts. The government, meanwhile, settled with the women who had alleged sexual harassment. Each received an average payout of
 $15,000. Carriere was later convicted on two counts of common assault against for-mer female employees. And instead of vigorously defending them-selves against Carriere as they had promised, the NDP paid Carriere a whopping $275,000 and gave him a generous top-up to his gov-ernment pension. Many questions in this scandal remain unan-swered — especially why the NDP government chose to reward harassment instead of fight-ing it in the courts. When asked about the decision, Lorne Calvert said, “Would I do it again? You bet I would.” What a terrible mes-sage to send to all employees in the work-place. The NDP refuse to account for their choice to settle citing “confidentiality.”
 Lorne Calvert cancelled his annual bus tour through Saskatchewan this year. I would suggest that it is because his staff is too busy writing press releases and organizing photo ops for the glut of NDP spending announcements we’ve seen this summer. These are worthwhile projects and most likely warrant the funding they’ve received. However, the timing of these an-nouncements is suspect. The NDP have dished out over $300 Million since the beginning of June, with the majority of the pro-jects being in NDP held ridings. On the eve of an election, the NDP is once again trying to buy your support with your own money. Not only are they spending your money, the NDP are spending even more of your money on a wave of advertising to tell you how much of your money they’ve spent. Sound silly? We agree. While there is nothing wrong with a government choosing to advertising programs that are beneficial and informative, what we have seen is self-serving. If the NDP want to pat themselves on the back, perhaps they should pay for it out of NDP Party funds, and not with your tax dollars.
 The NDP Caucus Fraud Scandal Documents obtained by the Saskatchewan Party in a brown envelope indicate that the NDP caucus covered up a case of fraud in their office in 1992. At the time, NDP Caucus employee Ann Lord wrote a letter to NDP Cau-cus Chief of Staff Jim Fodey and then-Caucus Chair Glenn Hagel. In the letter, she admitted to committing fraud by inflating cheques by $6,000 of taxpayers’ funds. Other documen-tation puts the figure at anywhere up to $20,000. In a 1992 Regina Leader Post article, an NDP official commented that an internal audit “turned up no evidence of wrongdoing in their office.” When questioned in April of this year, both Fodey and Hagel explained that the letter and information were handed over to the Regina
 City Police back in 1992. They assured the public that the police decided no charges should be laid. Days later, the Chief of the Regina City Police disputed their claim and said the police knew nothing of the alleged fraud until 1994. In 1994, then-NDP Caucus Chair Pat Lorje told the police that it was the intention of the
 NDP Caucus to conceal the fact that fraud had occurred. As a result of this new information, Jim Fodey resigned as NDP Chief of Staff and is being rewarded with an unspecified severance package, despite the fact that it is against the rules of the Legislative Assembly. The Official Opposition Saskatchewan Party has since turned over all of the documents concerning this case to the provincial Conflict of Interest Commissioner, the Regina City Police, and the RCMP Commercial Crimes Division. At present, the RCMP Commercial Crimes Division is conducting an investiga-tion. MLA Glenn Hagel has since resigned his post as Minister of Culture, Youth & Recrea-tion. Visit www.skcaucus.com for more on these scandals.
 “What I can tell you is that when the information became available, it was taken to the police immediately and that led subsequently to the special audit which was also given to the po-lice.” - Glen Hagel, April 25, 2007 “Our files show something different.” - Regina Police Chief Cal Johnston, April 27, 2007
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Contact Nancy Heppner MLA Martensville
 I want to hear
 from you.
 Martensville Constituency Office Contact Information
 Location: 109 Klassen Street West, Warman Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1540 Warman, SK, S0K 4S0 Phone: 306.975.0284 Fax: 306.975.0283 Toll Free: e-mail: [email protected] ASSISTANT: Mr. Whitney Friesen Please feel free to contact my constituency office with any con-cerns or comments you might have on any issue.
 www.nancyheppner.com
 Nancy Heppner and Saskatchewan Party Leader Brad Wall
 Room 265, Legislative Building, 2405 Legislative Drive Regina SK S2S 0B3
 PHONE: 306.787.4300 (collect calls accepted) FAX: 306.787.3174 e-mail: [email protected] web: www.skcaucus.com
 VISIT MY WEBSITE: www.nancyheppner.com
 ♦ Weekly reports from the Legislature ♦ Nancy’s remarks in the Legislature ♦ Press releases ♦ Links to sites of local interest & Local events
 It’s great to see further twinning on Highway 11 past Osler. Communities along Highway 11 have been asking for this twinning for over a decade. It’s good to see that the NDP have finally seen the need for it. This highway has become quite congested and fur-ther twinning needs to continue to be a top priority. There are also other local roads and highways in des-perate need of attention. These include Highway 305 between Martensville and Dalmeny, the main access to Dalmeny from Highway 16, the Hepburn access, and the Gruenthal access. All of these communities are growing and need atten-tion paid to their transportation infrastructure needs. The Saskatchewan Party has been calling on the NDP government to adopt a five-year rolling plan for our highways for years so that communities can have some idea as to when their crumbling roads will get the attention they require. In an effort to attract attention away from their em-barrassing 10% showing in the Martensville by-election in March, the next day the NDP announced a “highways strategy” that was more about hype than it was about substance. It was touted as a $5 billion strategy, but actually contained little new money out-side what was currently budgeted and was vague on details. Five months later, we’re still waiting for those details.
 NDP Government Must Pay Attention to Local Highways
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