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The Harlem RenaissanceAlain Locke
 A cultural movement spanning the 1920’s – 1930’s
 Also known as the New Negro Movement after the anthology by Alain Locke ( The first African American Rhodes Scholar) called “The New Negro and interpretation of Negro Life”
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The Harlem RenaissanceW.E.B. Dubois
 Prolific civil rights activist and writer. Co-Founder and Editor of NAACP’s magazine The Crises.
 Dubois and Locke were primary influences in the rise of The Harlem Renaissance.
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Common Themes
 Characterizing the Harlem Renaissance was an overt racial pride that came to be represented in the idea of the New Negro, who through intellect and production of literature, art, and music could challenge the pervading racism and stereotypes to promote progressive or socialist politics, and racial and social integration. The creation of art and literature would serve to "uplift" the race.
 Some common themes represented during the Harlem Renaissance were the influence of the experience of slavery and emerging African-American folk traditions on black identity, the effects of institutional racism, the dilemmas inherent in performing and writing for elite white audiences, and the question of how to convey the experience of modern black life in the urban North.
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Influences
 The Harlem Renaissance was successful in that it brought the Black experience clearly within the corpus of American Cultural History. Not only through an explosion of culture, but on a sociological level, the legacy of the Harlem Renaissance redefined how America, and the world, viewed African Americans. The migration of southern Blacks to the north changed the image of the African-American from rural, undereducated peasants to one of urban, cosmopolitan sophistication. This new identity led to a greater social consciousness, and African Americans became players on the world stage, expanding intellectual and social contacts internationally.
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Artists of the Harlem Renaissance
 Aaron Douglas Jacob Lawrence Palmer Hayden Lois Mailou Jones William H. Johnson Romare Bearden
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