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Life After Literature
 A COLLABORATION by Julian Moore and Kat Wilcox//WITH GENEROUS SUPPORT FROM Adrienne Elijah, Miranda Morgan and Mark Strongat the University of California, Santa Barbara //REPORT by Kat Wilcox
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ideathe
 Life After Literature unites successful alumni with student-writers from across the UCSB campus. Through a series of panels, the afternoon will show students with a passion for writing how to navigate the professional world using their writing skills, and how to translate their writing experience into paid work. Stu-dents will have the opportunity to hear from four panels: journalism, academia, entertainment, and creative careers, such as advertising and publishing. Each panel is paired with a student moderator, who will guide these panelists through questions about their experience and advice for students.
 This event is a collaboration with students from the university’s major writing hubs: the College of Creative Studies, the English Department, Writing Depart-ment, and various on-campus publications. Not only will this event be a chance to hear from accomplished writers, but to connect with peers who are on a simi-lar professional path. After the event, guests will enjoy a reception at the College of Creative Studies.
 goalsUnite the writing hubs at UCSB.
 Provide current students with the chance to connect with alumni.
 Reveal professional applications for a writing degree.
 #1#2
 #3
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English
 Department
 Writing DepartmentFriends
 + alumni of UC Santa Barbara
 goals create a forum that unites university writing hubs
 with each other + alumniin related fields

Page 4
                        

Faculty. Unable to gain access to an alumni list, my partner and I relied primarily on recommendations from faculty to fill our panels.
 During the panelist hunt, my partner and I hadn't yet a team. we researched dozens of panelists and wrote compelling letters to gain their involvement.
 Communitiesinvolved
 Campus Publications. We invited all members of campus publications to attend, and recruited their editorial staff for a panel; this was to provide underclassmen with resources to potentially enrich their portfolios and strengthen their resumes.
 Panelists.
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involved
 As promised to AAB, we promoted Life After Lit by 'pitching' it at related events, and posting flyers throughout the university.
 $$ Backing $$Academic Affairs Board (AAB) promised us funding, so long as the event was hosted for all university students. We agreed to their terms and gained their support.
 English Dept., Writing Dept., & CCS.We complied with the requests of these administrations, and they served as a resource for panelist referrals, funding, and informal event consulting.
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Event Poster
 Facebook Event Page>>
 <<EventBrite Registration
 P
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Vinyl Event Banner
 I brought previous publicity experience from GUESS? Inc., an organization with great branding consistency. Just as a GUESS? graphic designer had instructed me in our work to-gether, I established a color-scheme and designated a typeface for our event, and was consistent with these design attributes through the whole of our marketing campaign.
 While I have used the Adobe Suite in other capacities, my work for our advertising campaign made me fluent in Adobe InDesign.
 esignDublicity
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I believe that Life After Literature improved my ability to make snap decisions and to prioritize obligations. As we gained support from additional departments, funding resources, and administrators, we bartered publicity for their causes in exchange for their support. Sometimes, this meant revising the schedule; or, as when we invited additional departments to better our panelist pool, asking for a larg-er budget. This experience was a valuable practice in negotiating, staying flexible, and making sacrifices in the name of our primary goals.
 Skills I GainedMy partner and I were responsible for managing three assistants and eight staff members. As the team task list was primarily my re-sponsibility, I learned through trial and error how to make our team more effective. Initially, I noticed a problem with people volun-terring for tasks, and then not following through; I re-evaluated the to do list and the personalities within my team, and resolved this issue by delegating tasks based on personality and talent. I learned that when you ask someone to do something that they’re good at, they will generally be enthusiastic and thorough.
 I hadn’t held such a significant leadership role before, and was for-tunate to learn certain social tactics from my partner’s example. He has excellent communication skills, and I I learned from him that positive and enthusiastic—even when resources are uncertain and funding terrifyingly lacking—is the best way to get people on your side. I learned to not show doubt or anxiety to those I was recruit-ing, or to those who worked for me.
 Leadership>>collaboration>>
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from panelist Caryn Bosson, Marketing CEO @ TreePeople
 Skills I Gained Feedback May 19, 2013Dear Kat,Thank you so much for allowing me to participate as a panelist in the College of Creative Studies “Life After Literature” event you organized yesterday. I enjoyed it immensely, and I hope the students felt it was of benefit. As an alumna, I certainly did. It helped me feel more connected to the College and I am even more committed to being an active part of the alumni network. I loved meeting you and getting a sense of the impressive students populating CCS these days. In short, I was inspired!I really want to commend you and Julian for not only having this idea, but for putting this event to-gether. As someone who has organized many events in my working life, I know what a huge undertak-ing this was: how many decisions, logistics and details, and how critical all the marketing and public relations. As far as I could tell, the event was organized as professionally (or even more so) as anyI have attended. You were such a gracious host and a thoughtful, insightful, and lively panel moderator. The audience seemed engaged and appreciative, and stayed to the end. What more could we have asked?Congratulations on a big achievement, one that I hope will live on after you’ve graduated.
 All the best,
 Caryn
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