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Starter

Mind map the key

terms and functions

for Durkheim,

Malinowski andParsons look for

similarities and

differences to their

theories.

5 Minutes
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What do they all have in common?

Religion reinforces social solidarity

Restricts deviance and social change as

the existing social moral order is regarded

as sacred.

Provides stabilising and regulating

influences for both individuals and society.

Religion is acting as a conservative force

maintaining the status quo and keeping

society as it is.
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Learning Objective:

to apply Malinowskis theories of religion to

wider society and evaluate the Functionalists

theories of religion.

Are my theories stillvalid today ?
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Bronislaw MalinowskiMagic, Science & Religion (1954)

2 key areas of study:

1. Religion,

prediction & control(fishing & religious

rituals)

2. Religion & the lifecrisis
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1. Religion, prediction & control

Sea fishing was seen asan undertaking thatcould not be
controlledor predicted by

practical means. This produced tension &anxiety among
theislanders.

Malinowski noted thatsuch events weresurrounded in
religiousritual.
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Lagoon fishing

Malinowski noted thatwhile fishing in the calmwaters of the
lagoon.

fishing is done in an easy& absolutely reliablemanner by the
methodof poisoning, yielding

abundant resultswithout danger anduncertainty.
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Sea fishing

however, beyond thebarrier reef there is danger& uncertainty
everywhere

Loss of Life

Cannot be certain of a goodcatch

In the lagoon where mancan relay on his knowledge &

skills there are no

ritualswhereas fishing inthe open sea is preceded byrituals to
ensure a good

catch & protect thefishermen.
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Therefore sea fishing trips were surrounded by

religious rituals in which most of the islanders took part
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The sociology bit #1

Rituals are used forsituations which produceanxiety.

They reduce anxiety by

providing confidenceand a feeling of control The rituals are
social

events where thesociety unites to dealwith the stress and
indoing so strengthensgroup unity (ie; producessocial
solidarity)

Can you think of anyother applications forMalinowskis theory
in

contemporary life?

Apply this theory!!!!!

Activity
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2. Malinowski & the Life Crisis

Similar theme to thefishing rituals.

Claims the 4 main

life crisis are: 1. Birth

2. Puberty

3. Marriage 4. Death (most

disruptive)

anxiety & tensiondisrupt social lifein all

societies these lifecrises are surroundedwith religious
rituals.

What customs do we have which unite

people through these life crisis
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Such rituals can be found acrossall cultures.

Birth ~ baptism Puberty ~ bar mitzvah

Weaknesses there is a decline in religiosity the

importance of religion and religious beliefs due to

secularization religions have lost their significance incontem
orar societ .
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Life crises & religious rituals

Marriage ~ Wedding Death ~ Funeral

Strength these rituals such as weddings and

funerals do produce social solidarity.....they dounite
people
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The sociology bit #2

Death is socially disruptive. Afuneral ceremony expressesbelief
in immortality denyingthe fact of death & comforts

the bereaved. Such comfortkeeps emotions in check,

controlling the stress & anxietywhich might otherwise
disrupt

society.

At funerals the social groupunites to support the bereaved,

this expression of socialsolidarity reintegrates society.
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Strengths Weaknesses

Reinforces social solidarity and value

consensus reduces anxiety and

stress

Bellahs case for civil religion gets

round the problem of religious

pluralism by providing social unity and

integration in societies.

Parsons argued that religion plays a

key role in ensuring social order and

stability creating norms, values and

rules- supports Durkheims argumentthat religion provides a moral
system.

this ignores examples of religion as

an instrument of oppression. Ignores

conflicts between religions.

Fails to explain the origins of social

institutions .

Durkheims studies were of small

non-literate societies. Todays large

complex societies contain a variety of

different religions religious pluralism.

Is civil religion really a religion? Itdoes not involve belief
in the

supernatural.

Downplays social change sees

religion as a conservative force.
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~ Comparisons with Durkheims Elementary forms of

Religious Life.

Similarities

Religion reinforces

social norms & values

Religion promotessocial solidarity

(social glue function)

Differences

Religion does not

reflect society as awhole.

Religious ritual is notthe worship of

society's collectiveconscience.
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Exam technique & further AO2s

Evaluate Malinowskis research method:1.What was his method?

2. Explain the advantages & disadvantages using

sociological terms.3. Compare Malinowskis method with
Durkheims

4. Always return analysis to the functionalistargument that
religion, worship and rituals

are functional for society (ie: it benefitssociety, provides
consensus via shared norms

& values).
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plenary

Place the post it note on your forehead the

other person is to explain the definition of

what is written without using the words for

you to guess.

Guessthe

term

Dont say the

words

written
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