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the katy pra ir ie flat out wonderful
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The Katy Prairie Conservancy

Preserve System is

closer than you think...
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Imagine a place close by where

families, hikers, bikers,

and nature lovers can enjoy

a rich mosaic of natural wonders. Where

shallow wetlands sustain huge flocksof birds, cypress-lined
bayous shelter

abundant wildlife, and fields of native

grasses and wildflowers sway in the gentle

Gulf breeze.

The Katy Prairie is just such a place and

the Katy Prairie Conservancy is working to

keep it that way, for all Texans forever.

Katy Prairie Conservancy
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The Katy Prairie supports more than 300species of migratory
waterfowl, shore

birds, and song birds, more than 100

species of mammals, amphibians, and

reptiles, and nearly 300 species of grasses

and wildflowers. Bald Eagles soar above

century-old rice fields, shy bobcats prowl

muddy bottomlands, and Red-eared

Slider Turtles lounge near fallen

Cypress trunks. All just 45 miles west of

downtown Houston as the goose flies.

The Katy Prairie has been

called an ecological treasure

for good reason.

Its our own backyard,

and its getting smaller

every day.

Today, the Katy Prairie is in danger

of disappearing. Every month we

lose more prairie to development.

Less than half of the original prairie

remains intact. As the prairie goes,

so too goes a rich Texas legacy of

wildlife habitat, rice farming,

cattle ranching, outdoor recreation,

and native plants and animals.

The prairie also helps absorb

floodwaters and its grasslands aid

in sequestering carbon.

GREG

LA

VATY
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Katy Prairie Conservancy

Historically, the Katy Prairie once comprised approximate

hal a million acres, extending rom the present-day

Memorial Park west to the Brazos River. Much o that landwas
eventually converted to ranching and arming. The

masterplan seeks to restore as much land as possible to it

original condition, but recognizes the value o retaining

agricultural uses as well. Capitalizing on the importance o

the prairies strategic location in the upper Cypress Creek

watershed, the masterplan also seeks to enhance the

prairies capacity to retain water, which will help reduce

the severity o ooding downstream. The masterplan also

seeks to encourage a robust and diverse wildlie populatio

both ora and auna, by providing conditions conducive to

species propagation and maintenance, including hunting

which oers an important management tool as well as a

recreational pursuit and economic asset.

Where easible, the masterplan seeks to remove ences a

boundaries that subdivide areas that ormerly allowed or

the ree movement o wildlie and people within and acros

the prairie. The reorestation o riparian corridors along

creeks is also encouraged. The preservation and creation

o depressional wetlands, which once fgured prominently

in the prairies topography, are a key component o the pla

too. Invasive species are to be minimized and historically

important species are to be reintroduced particularly

through the restoration o available felds to tallgrass prair

The plan seeks to coordinate eorts to make the prairie as

vibrant an ecosystem as it was in the not-so-distant past.

Roads and paths also belong in the prairie landscape to

acilitate agricultural activities and provide access or

those who live on the prairie or visit it in the course o

recreational and related pursuits. Access to and around,

rather than directly through the prairie, scaled to a rural

and/or semi-rural setting, is the guiding principle. The pra

is an ecologically sensitive and important eature o the

regional landscape, and as such is entitled to restraint wh

planning or vehicular access is concerned. Most trafcshould
skirt rather than penetrate the prairie, as though

the prairie were a large lake prairies have oten been

described as oceans o grass.

All interventions that change the status quo on the prairie

including those contemplated in the masterplan, must

proceed on the basis o frst do no harm, and be mindu

o unintended consequences. As Jane Jacobs has written

Big cities and countrysides can get along well together.

Big cities need real countryside close by. The purpose o

the masterplan is to keep the Katy Prairie real.
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We watch the

prairie like a hawk.

The Katy Prairie Conservancy

has been acquiring land and

conservation easements since 1997.

Thus far nearly 18,000 acres have

been conserved in the ecological

heart of the prairie. Our ultimate

goal is to conserve at least 50,000

acres which would form the basis

of a regional park extending west

from Katy Hockley Road all the way

to the Brazos River.

KPCs goals are to:

(1) conserve additional

land and increase permanent

protection of the

Warren Ranch tracts,

(2) expand public access

and programming,

(3) design and construct

visitor amenities,

(4) restore and enhance

conservation lands, and

(5) update KPCs preserve-

wide master plan.

GREG

LAVATY

GREG

LAVATY
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CAMPAIGN GOALS

The Campaign for the Katy Prairie

will help the Katy Prairie Conservancy

permanently conserve the WarrenRanch, protect additional land
through

acquisition and easement, expand public

programs, develop visitor amenities to

enhance the visitor experience, improve

the habitat value of KPCs preserves,

and update KPCs preserve-wide master

plan. KPC allocates 10% of all restricted

donations to general operations and 5%

to its Stewardship Fund for long-

term maintenance of KPCs preserves.

Unrestricted donations are used to support

KPCs most urgent needs.

Land Conservation

Donations help KPC purchase a speciic tract or

contribute to KPCs General Land Fund. Donations

to the General Land Fund support KPCs eorts to

expand conserved acreage on the Katy Prairie,

increase permanently protected lands on the

Warren Ranch, and support related acquisition

and easement costs.GOAL $20,000,000

Public Access Programming

Donations support development o educational

materials, including podcasts, trail booklets,

directional and educational signage or events

that introduce the Katy Prairie to a broader public.

Sponsorship opportunities are available or KPCs

primary education and outreach programs,

including Family Day on the Prairie, Open Trails,

Prairie Discovery Tours, PrairiECOnnections,

and Stewardship Days.

GOAL$1,000,000

Visitor Amenities

Donations can be directed to support a speciic

visitor amenity or to the Visitor Accommodations

Fund. Naming opportunities are currently available

or visitor amenities at the Warren Lake and Nelson

Farms, including trails, boardwalks, lighting and

signage. KPC has secured partial unding or the

Matt Cook Viewing Platorm at Warren Lake.

GOAL $5,000,000

Preserve Enhancement

Donations will help improve the habitat value o

KPCs preserve system by unding the removal

o invasive species on nearly 500 acres and the

creation o 150 acres o depressional wetlands.KPC will also
expand its Coastal Prairie Native

Seed Nursery and restore or create 50 acres o

grasslands on its Field Oice Preserve site as par

its Saums Road Prairie Rescue Project. In additio

KPC will continue to improve the maintenance an

operation o its preserve system.

GOAL $3,400,00

Master Plan

Donations will support updating and revision o

KPCs preserve-wide management/master plan,

identiication o areas suitable or public accessand visitor
amenities, delineation o sensitive hab

sites, and ormulation o preserve-wide design

standards. Donations will also underwrite costs

associated with mapping, on-the-ground surveys

proessional services, and plan documentation.

GOAL $600,00

KPC allocates 10% of all restricted donations to genera

operations and 5% to its stewardship fund. Unrestricte

funds are used to support KPCs most urgent needs.

For more inormation on naming opportunities or

ways you can support the Katy Prairie Conservancy,please
contact:

Mary Anne Piacentini

Executive Director

phone: 713.523.6135

ax: 713.523.6145

or by e-mail

[email protected]

Mailing Address:

3015 Richmond Avenue, Suite 230

Houston, Texas 77098-3114

MICHAE

LMORTON

Campaign for the Katy Prairie
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Mary Van KerrebrookPresident and Founder, KPC

Attorney

Van Kerrebrook and Associates, L.L.P

William T. SnypesVice President, KPC

Attorney

Estate and Probate Law Firm

C. Foster Carter

Treasurer, KPC

CPA

Margolis Phipps & WrightRobert A. Honig

Secretary, KPC

Senior Project Manager

Tetra Tech

Kevin BartolVice President, Strategic Planning

The Rowan Companies

Stephen E. GastPeru Country Manager

ConocoPhillips

Mark KleinAccount Supervisor

Fogarty, Klein & Monroe

J. Stephen MartinVice President/General Counsel (Retd)

Anadarko

David PoteetVice President

Westlake Municipal Utility District #1

William J. Anderson, Jr.Anderson Architects

Fred CollinsManager, Kleb Woods Farm

Harris County Precinct 3

Richard H. CronVice President/Government Affairs

Carreno Group

Kay CrookerMember, City Planning Commission

City of Houston

Ted Eubanks, Jr.,President

Fermata, Inc.

Larry GoreFounder and President

Eagle Lake & Katy Prairie Outfitters

Jim GregorySenior Program Manager,

Ecology and Planning

PBS&J

Terry HersheyCivic Volunteer

John Jacob, Ph.D.Professor, Texas Agricultural Extension

Service and Texas A & M University

John W. KelseySenior Vice President, Investments

MorganStanley SmithBarney

Tom KelseyAttorney

Berie Lamberth, L.L.P.

Sue KingCivic Volunteer

Director, National Rifle Association

Lynn PaulsenEducator

Katy Independent School District

Adolph (Bubba) A. Pfeffer, Jr.Rice Farmer and Landowner

Kathy ReiserCivic Volunteer

Kathie ShultzCivic Volunteer

Fred SmeinsProfessor, Plant and Range Ecology

Texas A & M University

Carter SmithExecutive Director

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Shannon SmithPublic Relations Consultant

Roger A. SoapePresident

Roger A. Soape, Inc.

Joan E. Strassmann, Ph.D.Department of Ecology

and Evolutionary Biology

Rice University

Wallace T. WardAttorney

Maryann YoungPublic Affairs Consultant

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Katy Prairie Conservancy

ADVISORY BOARD

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Mary Anne Piacentini
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Numerous foundations,

corporations, and individuals

support the Katy Prairie

Conservancy. Some of our most

recent gifts include donations

from the Brown Foundation, Inc.;

the ERM Foundation; the George

and Mary Josephine Hamman

Foundation; the Albert and Ethel

Herzstein Foundation; Houston

Endowment Inc.; the Meadows

Foundation; Mustang Machinery;

National Fish and Wildlife

Foundation; Natural Resources

Conservation Service; the North

American Wetlands Conservation

Act Standard Grant Program;

Strake Foundation; U. S. Fish

and Wildlife Service, and the

Wortham Foundation, Inc.

KPC recently received a donated

easement on 630 acres of land to

launch a new conservation buyer

program. KPC also received cash

and in-kind donations from many

individuals, companies, and local

businesses. A comprehensive list

of KPCs supporters is available at

www.katyprairie.org.

MICHAELMORTON

MICHA

ELMORTON
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3015 Richmond Aven

Suite 230

Houston, Texas 77098

[email protected]

www.katyprairie.org

713.523.6135

fax: 713.523.6145If, as Jane Jacobs wrote, big citiesneed real
countryside close by, the

Katy Prairie is as real as it gets

a working landscape of farms and

ranches intermingled with wetlands

and world-class wildlife habitat

just west of downtown Houston.

Your help can ensure it stays

that way.

To learn more about the best littleprairie in Texas, visit our
website

www.katyprairie.org.

Katy Prairie Conservan
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