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                            	1. Brent DeCrackerCedar Park Christian Schools 2012-2013


2. What is a Fallacy? Fallacies are defects that weaken
arguments Two points to remember about fallacies: fallacious
arguments are very, very common and canbe quite persuasive, at
least to the casual reader orlistener it is sometimes hard to
evaluate whether an argumentis fallacious. 3. The Goal The goal
today is not to label arguments as beingfallacious or fallacy-free,
but help you look criticallyat your own arguments and strengthen
them. You should also learn to spot these fallacies indebate, and
learn how to counteract them. 4. Hasty Generalization Making
assumptions about a whole group or range ofcases based on a sample
that is inadequate (usuallybecause it is atypical or just too
small). 5. Example "My roommate said her philosophy class was hard,
andthe one Im in is hard, too. All philosophy classes mustbe hard!"
6. TipTip: Ask yourself what kind of "sample" youre using:Are you
relying on the opinions or experiences of just afew people, or your
own experience in just a fewsituations? If so, consider whether you
need moreevidence, or perhaps a less sweeping conclusion. 7.
Missing the PointThe premises of an argument do support a
particularconclusionbut not the conclusion that the argueractually
draws. 8. Example The seriousness of a punishment should match
theseriousness of the crime. Right now, the punishment fordrunk
driving may simply be a fine. But drunk drivingis a very serious
crime that can kill innocent people. Sothe death penalty should be
the punishment for drunkdriving. 9. Tip Separate your premises from
your conclusion. Lookingat the premises, ask yourself what
conclusion anobjective person would reach after reading
them.Looking at your conclusion, ask yourself what kind ofevidence
would be required to support such aconclusion, and then see if
youve actually given thatevidence. Missing the point often occurs
when asweeping or extreme conclusion is being drawn, so
beespecially careful if you know youre claimingsomething big. 10.
Post Hoc (False Cause)Assuming that because B comes after A, A
caused B. Ofcourse, sometimes one event really does cause
anotherone that comes later. But sometimes two events thatseem
related in time arent really related as cause andevent. That is,
correlation isnt the same thing ascausation. 11. Example President
Jones raised taxes, and then the rate ofviolent crime went up.
Jones is responsible for the risein crime. 12. Tip To avoid the
post hoc fallacy, the arguer would need togive us some explanation
of the process by which thetax increase is supposed to have
produced higher crimerates. 13. Slippery Slope The arguer claims
that a sort of chain reaction, usuallyending in some dire
consequence, will take place, buttheres really not enough evidence
for that assumption.The arguer asserts that if we take even one
step onto theslippery slope, we will end up sliding all the way
tothe bottom; he or she assumes we cant stop halfwaydown the hill.
14. Example Animal experimentation reduces our respect for life.
Ifwe dont respect life, we are likely to be more and moretolerant
of violent acts like war and murder. Soon oursociety will become a
battlefield in which everyoneconstantly fears for their lives. It
will be the end ofcivilization. To prevent this terrible
consequence, weshould make animal experimentation illegal rightnow.
15. TipCheck your argument for chains ofconsequences, where you say
"if A, then B, and ifB, then C," and so forth. Make sure these
chains arereasonable. 16. Weak AnalogyMany arguments rely on an
analogy between two ormore objects, ideas, or situations. If the
two things thatare being compared arent really alike in the
relevantrespects, the analogy is a weak one, and the argumentthat
relies on it commits the fallacy of weak analogy. 17. ExampleGuns
are like hammerstheyre both tools with metalparts that could be
used to kill someone. And yet itwould be ridiculous to restrict the
purchase ofhammersso restrictions on purchasing guns areequally
ridiculous. 18. Tip Identify what properties are important to the
claimyoure making, and see whether the two things yourecomparing
both share those properties. 19. Appeal to AuthorityOften we add
strength to our arguments by referring torespected sources or
authorities and explaining theirpositions on the issues were
discussing.If, however, we try to get readers to agree with
ussimply by impressing them with a famous name or byappealing to a
supposed authority who really isntmuch of an expert, we commit the
fallacy of appeal toauthority. 20. ExampleWe should abolish the
death penalty. Many respectedpeople, such as actor Guy Handsome,
have publiclystated their opposition to it. 21. TipThere are two
easy ways to avoid committing appeal toauthority: First, make sure
that the authorities you citeare experts on the subject youre
discussing.Second, rather than just saying Dr. Authority believesx,
so we should believe it, too, try to explain thereasoning or
evidence that the authority used to arriveat his or her opinion.
That way, your readers have moreto go on than a persons reputation.
22. Ad populum The Latin name of this fallacy means to the
people.There are several versions of the ad populum fallacy,
butwhat they all have in common is that in them, thearguer takes
advantage of the desire most people haveto be liked and to fit in
with others and uses that desireto try to get the audience to
accept his or her argument. 23. ExampleGay marriage is moral. 51%
of Americans think so! 24. TipMake sure that you arent recommending
that youraudience believe your conclusion because everyone
elsebelieves it, all the cool people believe it, people will
likeyou better if you believe it, and so forth. Keep in mindthat
the popular opinion is not always the right one! 25. Ad hominem and
tuquoqueLike the appeal to authority and ad populumfallacies, the
ad hominem (against the person) and tuquoque (you, too!) fallacies
focus our attention onpeople rather than on arguments or evidence.
26. Example Andrea Dworkin has written several books arguingthat
pornography harms women. But Dworkin is anugly, bitter person, so
you shouldnt listen to her. 27. Example In a tu quoque argument,
the arguer points out thatthe opponent has actually done the thing
he or she isarguing against, and so the opponents argumentshouldnt
be listened to. 28. TipBe sure to stay focused on your
opponentsreasoning, rather than on their personal character.
(Theexception to this is, of course, if you are making anargument
about someones characterif yourconclusion is President Clinton is
an untrustworthyperson, premises about his untrustworthy acts
arerelevant, not fallacious.) 29. Appeal to PityThe appeal to pity
takes place when an arguer tries toget people to accept a
conclusion by making them feelsorry for someone. 30. ExampleI know
the exam is graded based on performance, butyou should give me an
A. My cat has been sick, my carbroke down, and Ive had a cold, so
it was really hardfor me to study! 31. Tip Make sure that you arent
simply trying to get youraudience to agree with you by making them
feel sorryfor someone. 32. Appeal to IgnoranceIn the appeal to
ignorance, the arguer basicallysays, Look, theres no conclusive
evidence on the issueat hand. Therefore, you should accept my
conclusion onthis issue. 33. Example People have been trying for
centuries to prove thatGod does exist. But no one has yet been able
to prove it.Therefore, God does not exist.People have been trying
for years to prove that Goddoes not exist. But no one has yet been
able to prove it.Therefore, God exists. 34. Tip Look closely at
arguments where you point out a lackof evidence and then draw a
conclusion from that lackof evidence. 35. Straw ManOne way of
making our own arguments stronger is toanticipate and respond in
advance to the argumentsthat an opponent might make. In the straw
manfallacy, the arguer sets up a wimpy version of theopponents
position and tries to score points byknocking it down. 36. Example
Feminists want to ban all pornography and punisheveryone who reads
it! But such harsh measures aresurely inappropriate, so the
feminists are wrong: pornand its readers should be left in peace.
37. TipBe charitable to your opponents. State their argumentsas
strongly, accurately, and sympathetically as possible.If you can
knock down even the best version of anopponents argument, then
youve really accomplishedsomething. 38. Red HerringPartway through
an argument, the arguer goes off on atangent, raising a side issue
that distracts the audiencefrom whats really at stake. Often, the
arguer neverreturns to the original issue. 39. Example Grading this
exam on a curve would be the most fairthing to do. After all,
classes go more smoothly whenthe students and the professor are
getting along well. 40. Tip Try laying your premises and conclusion
out in anoutline-like form. How many issues do you see beingraised
in your argument? Can you explain how eachpremise supports the
conclusion? 41. False DichotomyIn false dichotomy, the arguer sets
up the situation so itlooks like there are only two choices. The
arguer theneliminates one of the choices, so it seems that we are
leftwith only one option: the one the arguer wanted us topick in
the first place. But often there are really manydifferent options,
not just twoand if we thoughtabout them all, we might not be so
quick to pick the onethe arguer recommends! 42. ExampleCaldwell
Hall is in bad shape. Either we tear it downand put up a new
building, or we continue to riskstudents safety. Obviously we
shouldnt risk anyonessafety, so we must tear the building down. 43.
TipExamine your own arguments: If youre saying that wehave to
choose between just two options, is that reallyso? Or are there
other alternatives you haventmentioned? If there are other
alternatives, dont justignore themexplain why they, too, should be
ruledout. 44. Begging the QuestionThis fallacy comes in several
forms and can be harder todetect than many of the other fallacies
weve discussed.Basically, an argument that begs the question asks
thereader to simply accept the conclusion withoutproviding real
evidence;the argument either relies on a premise that says thesame
thing as the conclusion (which you might hearreferred to as being
circular or circularreasoning), or simply ignores an important
(butquestionable) assumption that the argument rests on. 45.
Example Active euthanasia is morally acceptable. It is adecent,
ethical thing to help another human beingescape suffering through
death.Premise: It is a decent, ethical thing to help anotherhuman
being escape suffering through death.Conclusion: Active euthanasia
is morally acceptable. 46. ExampleMurder is morally wrong. So
active euthanasia ismorally wrong. The premise that gets left out
isactive euthanasia is murder. 47. TipOne way to try to avoid
begging the question is to writeout your premises and conclusion in
a short, outline-like form. See if you notice any gaps, any steps
that arerequired to move from one premise to the next or fromthe
premises to the conclusion. 48. Equivocation Equivocation is
sliding between two or more differentmeanings of a single word or
phrase that is importantto the argument. 49. Example Giving money
to charity is the right thing to do. Socharities have a right to
our money. 50. Tip Identify the most important words and phrases in
yourargument and ask yourself whether they could havemore than one
meaning. If they could, be sure youarent slipping and sliding
between those meanings. 51. How Do I Find My Own Fallacies? 52.
Pretend you disagree with the conclusion youredefending. List your
main points; under each one, list theevidence you have for it.
Learn which types of fallacies youre especiallyprone to, and be
careful to check for them in yourwork. Be aware that broad claims
need more proof thannarrow ones. Double check your
characterizations of others
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