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In order to comprehend a term we need to be

familiar with its spelling, meaning, and

pronunciation.

A brief history of the English language

From Old Norse to Middle English.

The Norman invasion

Vowel shifts

Pronunciation of proper nouns or unknown

words

Strong and weak forms

Rafael Moreno Esteban
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VOWEL SOUNDS

Monophthongsof Received Pronunciation

Front Central Back

long short long short long short

Close i u

Mid e

Open

Rafael Moreno Esteban
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CONSONANT SOUNDS

Consonant phonemes of English

Bilabial Labio-

dental

Dental Alveolar Post-

alveolar

Palatal Velar Glottal

Nasal m n

Plosive p b t d k

Affricate t d

Fricative f v s z (x) h

Approximant

r j w

Lateral l

Rafael Moreno Esteban

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bilabial_consonanthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labiodental_consonanthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labiodental_consonanthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dental_consonanthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alveolar_consonanthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Postalveolar_consonanthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Postalveolar_consonanthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palatal_consonanthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Velar_consonanthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glottal_consonanthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nasal_consonanthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plosive_consonanthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Affricate_consonanthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fricative_consonanthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Approximant_consonanthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Approximant_consonanthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lateral_consonanthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lateral_consonanthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Approximant_consonanthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Approximant_consonanthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fricative_consonanthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Affricate_consonanthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plosive_consonanthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nasal_consonanthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glottal_consonanthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Velar_consonanthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palatal_consonanthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Postalveolar_consonanthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Postalveolar_consonanthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Postalveolar_consonanthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Postalveolar_consonanthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alveolar_consonanthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dental_consonanthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labiodental_consonanthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labiodental_consonanthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labiodental_consonanthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labiodental_consonanthttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bilabial_consonant
	
8/13/2019 Intonation Stress

6/15

ENGLISH DIPHTHONGS

Rafael Moreno Esteban

English diphthongsRP Australian American

GA Canadian

low // // /o/

loud /a/ // /a/ /a/lout []

lied /a/ /e/ /a/ /a/

light []

lane /e/ // /e/

loin // /o/ //

leer // // //

lair // /e/ //

lure // // //

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Received_Pronunciationhttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_Englishhttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Englishhttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_Americanhttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Englishhttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Englishhttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_Americanhttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Englishhttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_Englishhttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Received_Pronunciation
	
8/13/2019 Intonation Stress

7/15

PRONUNCIATION

Pronouncing every word correctly leads to poor pronunciation!
Goodpronunciation comes from stressing the right words - this is
becauseEnglish is a time-stressed language.

Learn the following rules concerning pronunciation:

English is considered a stressed language while many other
languagesare considered syllabic.

In other languages, such as Spanish, French or Italian, each
syllablereceives equal importance (there is stress, but each
syllable has its ownlength).

English pronunciation focuses on specific stressed words while
quicklygliding over the other, non-stressed, words.

Stressed words are considered content words: Nouns e.g. kitchen,
Peter- (most) main verbs e.g. visit, construct - Adjectives e.g.
beautiful,interesting - Adverbs e.g. often, carefully

Non-stressed words are considered function words: Determiners
e.g.the, a - Auxiliary verbs e.g. am, were - Prepositions e.g.
before, of Linking words e.g. but, and - Pronouns e.g. they,
she

Rafael Moreno Esteban
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Read the following sentence aloud: The beautiful Mountain
appeared transfixed in

the distance.

Read the following sentence aloud: He can come on Sundays as
long as he doesn't

have to do any homework in the evening.

Notice that the first sentence actually takes about the same
time to speak well! Even though the second sentence is
approximately 30% longer than the first, the

sentences take the same time to speak. This is because there are
5 stressed words

in each sentence.

Write down a few sentences, or take a few example sentences from
a book or

exercise.

First underline the stressed words, then read aloud focusing on
stressing the

underlined words and gliding over the non-stressed words.

By focusing on stressed words, non-stressed words and syllables
take on their more

muted nature.

When listening to native speakers, focus on how those speakers
stress certain words

and begin to copy this.Tips: 1. Remember that non-stressed words
and syllables are often 'swallowed' in English.

2. Always focus on pronouncing stressed words well, non-stressed
words can be glided over.

3. Don't focus on pronouncing each word. Focus on the stressed
words in each sentence.
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INTONATION

Basically, stress words are considered CONTENT WORDS such as
Nouns e.g. kitchen, Peter

(most) main verbs e.g. visit, construct

Adjectives e.g. beautiful, interesting

Adverbs e.g. often, carefully

Non-stressed words are considered FUNCTION WORDS such as
Determiners e.g. the, a, some, a few

Auxiliary verbs e.g. don't, am, can, were

Prepositions e.g. before, next to, opposite Linking words e.g.
but, while, as

Pronouns e.g. they, she, us

Rafael Moreno Esteban
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EXERCISE

Mark the stressed words in the following sentences. After you
havefound the stressed words, practice reading the sentences aloud.
John is coming over tonight. We are going to work on our
homework

together.

Ecstasy is an extremely dangerous drug.

We should have visited some more castles while we were
travelingthrough the back roads of France.

Jack bought a new car last Friday.

They are looking forward to your visiting them next January.

Exciting discoveries lie in Tom's future.

Would you like to come over and play a game of chess?

They have been having to work hard these last few months on
theirchallenging experiment.

Shakespeare wrote passionate, moving poetry.

As you might have expected, he has just thought of a new
approachto the problem.

Rafael Moreno Esteban
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STRONG WEAK FORMS In connected speech, many of the small words
we use

very frequently tend to take on a different shape from theone
listed in the dictionary. All of these words belong to thecategory
of function words, i.e. they are words that havelittle semantic
content of their own, but tend to have moregrammatical or
referential function in relating content

words or higher syntactic units to one another. Functionwords
are essentially closed class words, such aspronouns, prepositions,
conjunctions, auxiliaries, etc.Further on, youll find a table
listing these words, togetherwith their strong or dictionary form,
as well as theirpotential weak forms.

In general, weak forms do tend not to occur in sentence-final
position or in contrastive/emphatic use (such asshort answers).

Rafael Moreno Esteban
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spelling strong form(s) weak form(s)

the i: , a/an e, n , n

some sm sm, sm

spelling strong form s) weak form s)his hz z

him hm m

her h:

you ju: j, j

your jo: jshe i:

he hi:

we wi: w

them m m, m

us s s, s

Determiners/Quantifiers

Pronouns


	
8/13/2019 Intonation Stress

13/15

Rafael Moreno Esteban

spelling strong form s) weak form s)than n n

at t t

for fo: f

from f m fm, fm, fmof v v, v

to tu: t, t

as z z, z

there

spelling strong form s) weak form s)and nd nd, n, nd, nbut bt
bt

that t t

Prepositions/Particles

Conjunctions
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spelling strong form s) weak form s)can kn kn, kn

could kd kdhave hv v, v

has hz z, z

had hd d, d

will wl l

shall l l, l, l

should d d

must mst ms, mst

do du: d, d

does dz dz, z

am m m, m

are :

was wz wz

were w: w

Auxiliaries
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TO KNOW MORE

Listen&Read along

Listen&Repeat podcast

Minimal pairs

Daily Pronunciation Practice

Sounds&Letters

Pronunciation Drill

Rafael Moreno Esteban
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