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I N T E R P R E T I N G L AW S
 JUDICIAL BRANCH
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BASICS ABOUT THE LAW
 • Laws are GOOD• Locke and “State of Nature”• Keep us safe• Give order and organization• Protect rights
 • Laws can change over time
 • EVERYONE has the duty to KNOW and OBEY the laws. This is “Good Citizenship”
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FOUR KINDS OF LAW
 1.STATUTORY LAW
 Laws that are passed by any law making bodies, such as Congress, state and local governments.
 EX. A state law requiring fire exits in all public buildings
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FOUR KINDS OF LAW
 2. COMMON LAW
 • Laws based on custom, tradition and past judge decisions (aka “precedents”)• NOT written down
 EX. Laws that people accept overtime (often common sense)
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FOUR KINDS OF LAW
 3. ADMINISTRATIVE LAW
 • Laws made by government agencies• Usually deal with public
 safety
 EX. CPSC recalls a dangerous toy from the market
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FOUR KINDS OF LAW
 4. CONSTITUTIONAL LAW
 Laws that are based on the Constitution and on Supreme Court decisions interpreting the Constitution
 EX. Supreme Court Cases
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QUOTE
 “EQUAL JUSTICE UNDER LAW”
 -Engraved over the entrance to the Supreme Court
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JUSTICE…THE GUARDIAN OF LIBERTY
 The great lawgivers of history (Confucius, Moses, Solon)
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“RIGHT TO A FAIR TRIAL”
 • Lawyer Rights• Right to be defended by a
 lawyer• Court appoints one if you
 cannot afford one
 • Bail Rights• Most cases, can put up
 bail so you don’t wait in prison
 • Serious crimes = No bail
 • Grand Jury• Grand jury decides if
 there is enough evidence to go to trial
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“RIGHT TO A FAIR TRIAL”
 • “Innocent Until Proven Guilty”• How you’re treated
 by the justice system
 • Jury Trial• Case is heard by
 fellow citizens “jurors”
 • Right to Appeal• Can ask a higher
 court to hear the case if trial seemed unfair
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FEDERAL COURT SYSTEM
 S.C.
 Court of Appeals
 District Courts
 “Original Jurisdiction”
 “Appellate Jurisdiction”
 Mostly “Appellate”
 QUESTIONS AT EACH LEVEL
 “Is the person innocent or
 guilty?”
 “Did the person receive a ‘fair trial’ at the District
 level?”
 “What does the Constitution say about this law or issue?”
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THE DISTRICT COURTS
 • The base level of the federal court system• Original Jurisdiction• At least one in each of
 the 50 states• ONLY LEVEL WITH JURY
 TRIALS• Decide “Innocent or
 Guilty”
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DISTRICT COURT OFFICIALS
 Judge- Serve for life- Decide the
 punishment if found guilty
 US Marshal-makes arrests -keeps order
 Federal Magistrate- Helps the Judge in hearing evidence
 US Attorney- Gov’t lawyer- Convinces Jury the
 accused is guilty
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COURT OF APPEALS
 • Second level of courts• Review cases appealed
 from the District level• 12 Court of Appeals• “Circuits”• “Was the person given a
 fair trial?”• No – New trial at district
 level• Yes – The ruling stands
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BASICS
 • Head of the Judicial Branch• Established by Article III of the Constitution• 9 Total Justices• One “Chief Justice”• Eight “Associate Justices”
 • Appointed by the President• Approved by Senate (majority vote)• Serve for LIFE• Can be impeached or resign
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A GREAT POWER
 Judicial Review
 The power to declare if a law or presidential action is in agreement with the constitution.
 If not, it is declared “UNCONSTITUTIONAL” and struck down
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CHIEF JUSTICE JOHN MARSHALL
 Chief Justice John Marshall was
 essential in shaping the early Supreme Court and giving it
 more power
 Marbury vs Madison - 1803

Page 18
                        

OTHER IMPORTANT JUSTICES
 THURGOOD MARSHALL- First African-American Justice on the SC- Fought for Civil RightsSANDRA DAY O’CONNOR- First woman Justice on the SC- Appointed by Ronald Regan
 Chief-Justice John Roberts- Current Chief-Justice of SC- Appointed by President Bush
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PLESSY VS FERGUSON - 1896
 Supreme Court ruled that
 separate facilities for different races were legal as long as those facilities
 were equal to one another.
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BROWN VS BOARD OF EDUCATION
 • 1954• Unanimous Decision• Segregated schools
 are not equal and therefore violate the 14th Amendment
 “…separate but equal is inherently unequal…”

Page 21
                        

S.C. JUSTICES AND VOTING
 • Each Justice gets one vote (but can abstain)• Majority wins (ex 5-4 decision)
 • MAJORITY OPINION – explains the position of the justices that agreed with the ruling. • DISENTING OPINION – explains the position of
 the justices who disagreed with the ruling• CONCURRING OPINION – opinion of a Justice
 who agrees with the majority but for different reasons

Page 22
                        

A SAD DAY IN SKOKIE…
 • American Nazi Party wins• 5-4 Decision• Not enough evidence that
 violence would occur• Offense is not enough
 reason…• “Slippery Slope”
 How does this make you feel?
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