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INNOVATIVES PEDAGOGIES - Background note — 5CIVIS
01. INNOVATIVE PEDAGOGIES Background note
“ “Pedagogy is at the heart of teaching and learning. Preparing young people to become lifelong learners with a deep knowledge of subject matter and a broad set of social skills requires a better understanding of how pedagogy influences learning. (Paniagua & Istance, 2018)
There are multiple factors influencing learning and students’ achievement, but high among them is the quality of the lived learning experience, the authentic interaction of teachers and learners. When we talk about innovative pedagogies, we refer to the explicit call to imagination in designing, facilitating and debriefing learning processes. While keeping a reasonable focus on knowledge, skills and attitudes, innovative pedagogies are going beyond by engaging strategies, methods and tools that create a balanced and effective eco- system for learning, and therefore ensuring three basic conditions for learners (see Ciolan, 2014):
> Readiness: to have a calm mind, having the trust and the confidence in the process.
> Willingness: being motivated and interested, having a natural or nurtured curiosity, determination to find answers to questions or problems.
> Capacity / capability: An individual can train his learning capacity by always be aware of any learning opportunity and using it as a change agent in his personal development and growth process. This capability (capacity and ability), often named «learning to learn,» includes various technical knowledge and tools and the motivation to pursue when learning is challenging.
While there is a widespread consensus about the competences students might acquire for coping with today’s challenging world, it is still an open space for debates and improvements about the best ways schools and universities can approach in a more creative and innovative way such development targets. Defining which sets of innovative pedagogical approaches can efficiently
guide teaching and transform learning is quite a challenging attempt, due to the complexity of such broad and multi-faceted concepts and of nowadays’ dynamic of educational ecosystems.
Despite such difficulty, the reflection on the topic is a certain pedagogical priority: “Creativity and innovation in education are not just an opportunity, but a necessity” (Ferrari et al., 2009, pg. 47). Moreover, creativity, innovation, and entrepreneurship are the foundation of the knowledge and education triangles (EC, 2008). They are considered essential skills to be developed in the context of lifelong learning, as stated by the European Commission paper on Lifelong learning for creativity and innovation (EC, 2008).
Innovation implies newness, and newness is something that cannot be explained without correlating it with precise contexts, identities, and beliefs (Gilbert, Tait-McCutcheon, & Knewstubb, 2020). Trying to understand how we can identify pedagogical innovations and analyse them, Walder (2014) mentions seven notions related to the concept: novelty, change, reflection, application, improvement, technology, and human relations.
Considering innovation in correlation with existing educational practices, especially in higher education contexts, some authors consider that any action or involvement for enhancing learning can be considered a matter of innovation in teaching and learning. “Innovation is a deliberate activity which tends to introduce novelty into a given context, and it is educational because it seeks to improve the learning of students in a situation of interaction and interactivity. In a university context, educational
INNOVATIVES PEDAGOGIES - Background note — 6CIVIS
innovations are often described as anything that does not fall under formal teaching, a method still used by a very large majority of professors” (Béchard et Pelletier, 2001, p. 133).
The challenging educational environment created by the Covid-19 Pandemic provoked teachers, educational institutions, and policy makers to identify new ways for achieving success in teaching and learning. The same necessity for innovation and development of educational systems and practices is addressed in the recent OECD’s Back to the Future of Education Report: “in education, there is a push to make our systems more innovative and our teachers more creative” (OECD, 2020, p. 66).
It is fascinating how so many teacher educators internationally have seen the current crisis as an opportunity to consider new ways of working, to adopt innovative approaches to pedagogy and to re-conceptualise the nature of their teacher education programmes. (Mutton, 2020, p. 1)
Establishing a precise definition for innovative pedagogies is not a simple matter, especially because, as mentioned by Smith (2011), it is a “diffuse and slippery” task. According to Derijan & Valchev (2012) as cited in Mynbayeva, Sadvakassova, & Akshalova (2017, p. 9), all innovations in pedagogy unite:
> the belief that the human potential is unlimited;
> the pedagogical approach aimed at mastering reality in the systems;
> stimulation of nonlinear thinking;
> the joy of achievement – the pedagogy of success;
> the mobile role-playing field of the teacher (the teacher simultaneously teaches and learns from the student).
Averill and Major (2020, p. 148) notice that defining innovative pedagogies is not regarded as something easy, mentioning that “it is a recurrent challenge in much of the literature”. Without succeeding to build up a one phrase definition, they mention a series of characteristics that could represent the most important aspects illustrating what innovative pedagogies truly are:
> planned and intentional;
> new, in the sense of being a departure from what has been done before;
> intended to improve student learning and achievement.
Addressing the concept of “innovative pedagogies” implies understanding what the idea of “innovative” means and what are the elements that create innovation.
From a general perspective, innovative pedagogies are focused on creating stimulating and conducive learning environments where good, relevant, and robust learning can occur. When attempting to deepen the concept’s understanding, one can notice that the concepts are not easily defined. Some opinions emphasise the creative and generative potential of teaching practices and environments, others are focused on the use of creative methods and techniques or, in some cases, on technology- enhanced learning. The concept of pedagogical innovation is tangent with the idea of innovative and creative teaching, reflecting the process of leading to creative learning, by implementing new methods, tools, and contents that can benefit learners and their creative potential (Ferrari et al., 2009).
Averill and Major (2020) mention that many of the interviewed teachers were asking themselves whether or not their own teaching practices represented pedagogical innovations, considering that the contextualised nature of innovation is a major aspect to be considered when conceptualising innovative pedagogies. In this regard, they stated that a certain practice might be considered innovative in one context, and the same practice can be not so or not at all innovative in a different teaching context.
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Even if we cannot call it a generally accepted definition of what innovative pedagogies are, the following statement represents an important perspective on how they can be described in a single phrase (Burden, Kearney, Schuck, & Hall, 2019, p. 84): “Innovative practices are ones that are different from accepted and conventional practices, and include the effective use of new technologies to promote 21st century skills of creativity, communication, collaboration and critical thinking.”
A different defining point of view (Mynbayeva, Sadvakassova, & Akshalova, 2017, p. 8) describes innovative pedagogies as “methods of teaching that involve new ways of interactions between ‘teacher- student’, a certain innovation in practical activity in the process of mastering educational material.”
Additionally, it is important to underline two important distinctions. Innovative pedagogy is not equivalent to “new” teaching. Innovative teaching is often associated with a “new” method or strategy, but not all new methods and strategies are necessarily innovative (Ferrari et al., 2009). And, at the same time, innovative pedagogies are not strict related with the use the technology, even if, usually, digital support is embedded in the teaching process.
The term “innovative pedagogies” is being used with increased frequency in relation to the learning results (knowledge, skills, responsibility and autonomy or knowledge, skills, attitudes and values) that are needed for today’s students to thrive and shape the world, create and contribute to a better future, as well as how instructional systems can effectively develop them.
Many of the so-called innovative pedagogies call for curricula where students take an active role in managing their learning; they are expected to develop the habits of metacognition in terms of knowing what one knows and what one needs to understand better. (Peterson, 2018, p. 9)
To understand the real nature of pedagogical innovations, we must address the idea that such aspects cannot be seen as outcomes or products of some individuals, but rather as a process in which innovative teachers engage. Seeing innovations as such, we can further analyse what are the main factors contributing or constraining this innovative process, grouped in five decontextualised themes:
the teacher, the institution, colleagues, students, and the environment (Gilbert, Tait-McCutcheon, & Knewstubb, 2020).
The relationship between the beneficial and nonbeneficial factors influencing the presence and use of innovative pedagogies in the educational practices must be addressed with great responsibility. There is evidence showing that teachers are eager to implement more active, innovative forms of education, understanding how important it is to meet the diverse learning needs of their students, but, in some cases, “due to a myriad of constraints, teachers often resort to more traditional, conservative approaches to teaching and learning” (Herodotou et al, 2019, p. 2).
The research conducted by Averill and Major (2020) shows that there are four main needs that, if satisfied, can provide an adequate environment for nurturing innovative pedagogies among teachers and their teaching practices:
> the need for competence;
> the need for autonomy;
> wellbeing as an outcome.
Implementing innovative pedagogies requires not just a straight-line approach, but a combination of the cultural and national uniqueness with general teaching pedagogy. Moreover, granting a more context-appropriate facet to the innovation, we must make use of the teacher’s reflective interpretation (Istance & Paniagua, 2019).
Even more, we can understand that particular innovative pedagogies are placed on a continuum, with the ones that modify the existing pedagogies at one end, sometimes called sustaining or incremental innovations, and the ones that create new practices, unlike any used before that moment (Burden, Kearney, Schuck, & Hall, 2019).
For higher education (HE), the challenges ahead are great if we only consider those related to the teaching dimension in relation to professionalisation and social responsibility roles: reinforcement of the professional dimensions of training (transfer of learning), high level learning experiences for HE students, use of technologies in education, development of European civic professionals.
INNOVATIVES PEDAGOGIES - Background note — 8CIVIS
At this point, it is highly necessary to create robust evidence related to innovative pedagogies at HE level and how they can respond to the current challenges, in order to develop, apply and scale best practices within study programmes.
The necessity of pedagogical innovation in HE is not something that appeared in these challenging times. Aspects like the changing nature of the student population and learning environments forwarded the idea that traditional approaches to teaching may not be able to satisfy the educational needs of today’s learners (Barnett, 2012). It is shown that one of the methods of ensuring HE sustainability is by creating academic networks and, by their use, sharing and exchanging best practices, adopting innovative methods of teaching and pedagogies, inculcating skills and attitudes among the students so that they can become global and responsible citizens (Sahasrabudhe, Shaikh, & Kasat, 2020).
A solid process aiming at interrogating the innovative pedagogies, networks and strategies should be established, while, without a core framework, the risk of generating a multitude of interesting, but unconnected insights, is high.
A significant example of framing innovative pedagogies is related to OECD’s project “Innovative Pedagogies for Powerful Learning” (IPPL) within which was developed the following “Cs” framework (https://www.oecd.org/education/ ceri/innovative-pedagogies-for-powerful-learning- the-5-cs.htm):
> Combinations – Pedagogical approaches
> Change – Embedding innovative pedagogies
Such a framework would reinforce the importance of pedagogy and practices on the ground that most directly influence learning. However, there is a need for a detailed understanding of the pedagogical choices that stand at the heart of innovative, powerful learning environments while moving beyond simplistic dichotomies like traditional vs. non-traditional or direct instruction vs. constructivist. To seriously address the aspect of pedagogical innovations, shifting models are entailed for “teacher development, workforce, and
schools, and pursuing pathways for expanding this change broadly” (Istance & Paniagua, 2019, p. 52). In OECD’s Teachers as Designers of Learning Environments. The Importance of Innovative Pedagogies (Paniagua & Istance, 2018, p. 79), the following relevant innovative pedagogies clusters are being referred to:
> Blended learning – Rethinking the purpose of the classroom and classroom time > Gamification – Engagement through play and the pedagogies of games > Computational thinking – Problem-solving approach through logic > Experiential learning – Inquiry in a complex world > Embodied learning – Capitalising on creativity and emotions > Multiliteracies and discussion-based teaching – Fostering critical thinking and questioning
We must invoke the importance of these clusters, especially because they achieve, according to Istance and Paniagua (2019, p. 15), two major things:
1. they work as a matrix to group teaching approaches and identify general pedagogical approaches; and
2. they retain practice at a level so that it translates learning principles into specific teaching practice to achieve the new learning goals, without falling into ready-made prescriptions.
The same authors (Istance & Paniagua, 2019, p. 36) mention three structural changes within the educational systems that have a great potential for emboldening the successful development of innovative pedagogies across the clusters mentioned above:
1. investing in teacher professional development to ensure the foundations of quality teaching;
2. widening the profile of educators; and
3. supporting new school models that use arrangements that are hybrids between formal and non-formal learning.
Even though a certain threshold of quality teaching is not required for introducing innovative pedagogies in the educational activities, experiencing with
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these innovations can bolster quality teaching. Early exposure to environments and professional experiences with teaching innovation is considered as an important aspect for the teaching staff, notably from the beginning of their teaching career (Paniagua & Sánchez-Martí, 2018). Even so, exposure to innovative environments and practices does not alone assure quality teaching. As seen above, there are more factors that influence the whole process. Nonetheless, exposure to innovative pedagogies lays important foundations for quality teaching practices and enhances specific capabilities and interests in this direction.
The 2020 edition report from the Open University, exploring new forms of teaching, learning, and assessment for an interactive world, in order to guide teachers and policy makers in productive innovation, proposes, under the title “Innovating pedagogy”, a list of new educational concepts, terms, theories, and practices and pares them down to ten that have the potential to provoke major shifts in educational practice (Kukulska-Hulme et al, 2020):
1. Artificial intelligence in education – Preparing for life and learning in the age of AI
2. Post-humanist perspectives – Confronting the relationship between humans and technology
3. Learning through open data – Using real-world data for personally relevant learning
4. Engaging with data ethics – Ethical use of data in digital life and learning
5. Social justice pedagogy – Addressing injustices in lives and society
6. Esports – Learning and teaching through competitive virtual gaming
7. Learning from animations – Watching and interacting with short animations
8. Multisensory learning – Using several senses to enhance learning
9. Offline networked learning – Networked learning beyond the Internet
10. Online laboratories – Laboratory access for all
By looking into the future and trying to predict what will happen, we also shape that future. We hope these ten pedagogies will play a part in shaping the future of teaching and learning, and in opening possibilities for learners and teachers around the world. (Ferguson et al, 2019, p. 7)
Open University (with their associates) are publishing lately such a report every year.
The growing quantity of reports and literature on the topic of innovative pedagogies reflects (probably to a much-reduced scale) the efforts of thousands of researchers and practitioners at all levels, their numerous successes and failures, but also their persistence in finding “the way”. There are multiple ways to achieve and be successful…
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