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Don’t Be Fooled by Bad Arguments (Part 2)

Page 2
                        

Fallacies of Relevance:
 Appeal to ForceAppeal to PityAppeal to the People
 Ad HominemAccidentStraw manMissing the PointRed Herring
 Weak Induction:Appeal to Unqualified Authority
 Appeal to IgnoranceHasty GeneralizationFalse CauseSlippery SlopeWeak Analogy
 Fallacies of Presumption:
 Begging the Question
 Complex QuestionFaulty Dilemma
 Fallacies of Ambiguity:
 EquivocationAmphiboleFallacies of Grammatical Analogy:
 CompositionDivision

Page 3
                        

15. Begging the Question (Petitio Principii):
 In formal debate, the “question” is the very issue being debated, and while debaters can request a concession of certain points, they cannot ask a concession of the very point being debated!
 Question: Does God Exist?
 Question begging argument:1. Prophets inspired by God wrote the bible2. The Bible says God exists3. God exists.
 *Parts taken from Hurley’s A Concise Introduction to Logic
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Begging the Question, cont.
 These pills will help you sleep.How so?Well, they have dormative properties.
 My wife whole-heartedly supports me for this job!Why would I trust her?Well, I can vouch for my wife … she’s totally trustworthy!
 With fallacies of presumption, we have an exception to the principle of charity: If your interlocutor is going to presume the truth of their conclusion in the premises, you cannot very well grant them that, or suppose the premise is true, without ipso facto granting the conclusion.
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16. Complex Question:“Please answer with either Yes or No. Have you stopped beating your wife?”
 This question is complex.What is implied if you answer yes?What is implied if you answer no?
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Complex Question, cont.
 If you have to back up and challenge an illicit assumption in a question, the question is complex.
 Why were you in my house yesterday? (Complex, illicit, or potentially illicit assumption)
 Where were you yesterday? (No illicit assumptions)
 Complex questions differ from a leading questions, which simply suggests a given answer…
 “Why do you dislike the defendant?” (Complex)“Do these jeans make my butt look big?” (Leading)
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17. Faulty Dilemma:▪ False Dichotomy ▪ False Bifurcation ▪ Black and White Thinking
 ▪ Either/Or fallacy ▪ False Choice
 Either ice cream or tantrum … you choose! (from kid)
 Either exercise or heart attack … you choose! (from Doc)
 *Ultimatums are rarely Faulty Dilemmas, but can be
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Faulty Dilemma, cont.
 With multiplication, 12 is either 6x2 or 4x3 … so, which is it, kid?
 When cooking chicken, it’s either frying or baking. So, what do you want to do?
 GK Chesterton: “There are two ways to have enough: one is to accumulate more, the other is to desire less.”
 Note how premises are red, just like the conclusions, in fallacies of presumption.

Page 9
                        

Faulty Dilemma, cont.There are also Trilemmas, Tetralemmas, Etc.
 A famous religious argument (assume Jesus existed and claimed to be God):
 1. Jesus must be either Lord, Lunatic, or Liar.
 2. Can’t be Lunatic (smart teachings!)
 3. Can’t be Liar (paradigm of morality!)
 4. Jesus must be Lord then, QED!
 What fourth option would perhaps complete premise 1?
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Are these genuine dilemmas?
 1.Either creation or evolution is true.
 2.“You are either with us, or against us” (said to Bobsled teammate who showed up wearing a parka with a huge hood).
 3.In the age of terrorism, you must choose between your rights and your safety.
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19 Equivocation:Generating a faulty conclusion based on using a single term twice, but with a different meaning each time…
 “The police report says he was shot in a secure area.
 I hope he can still have children!”
 Which term is being used with 2 meanings?
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19 Equivocation:
 1.A mouse is an animal2.Therefore, a large mouse is a large animal.
 1.Jordy hates things that smell.
 2.Cooks smell things every day.
 3.Jordy must hate cooks!
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20. Amphibole:I saw a dog driving down Maple Street.
 That’s terrible! How dangerous!
 Amphiboles occur because of grammatical errors, missing comas, dangling modifiers, ambiguous antecedent or pronoun, etc.
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Amphibole, cont.“John told Henry he made a mistake. At least John can admit when he’s wrong.”
 “Jane said she’s giving a lecture about drug use in her office. She’s so dumb; no one uses drugs in her office!”

Page 15
                        

21. Composition:Mistakenly attributing a feature of the parts to the whole:
 No Fallacy: All these legos are red.So, this dinosaur made with them is red.
 Composition (Fallacy):All the pages of this book are light.
 So, this book made with them is light.
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22. Division:Mistakenly attributing a feature of the whole to its parts:
 No Fallacy:The B Sharps sing on key.So, Barney, the tenor, sings on key.
 Division (Fallacy):Packers are the best NFL team.
 So, 27, the running back, is the best running back.
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Every sentence in that paragraph is well-written.
 Therefore, that paragraph is well-written.
 BQ = Begging the QuestionCQ = Complex QuestionFD = Faulty DilemmaE = EquivocationA = AmphiboleC = CompositionD = DivisionNF = No Fallacy
 *from Hurley’s A Concise Introduction to Logic
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You must either be stupid or evil to want me to get out of bed at 5am!
 BQ = Begging the QuestionCQ = Complex QuestionFD = Faulty DilemmaE = EquivocationA = AmphiboleC = CompositionD = DivisionNF = No Fallacy
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That pack of dogs is very aggressive.
 I guess your dog, Arfy, running with that pack, is aggressive too.
 BQ = Begging the QuestionCQ = Complex QuestionFD = Faulty DilemmaE = EquivocationA = AmphiboleC = CompositionD = DivisionNF = No Fallacy
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Why are you so mean to everybody? BQ = Begging the Question
 CQ = Complex QuestionFD = Faulty DilemmaE = EquivocationA = AmphiboleC = CompositionD = DivisionNF = No Fallacy
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George said he was interviewing for a job drilling oil wells in the supervisor’s office.
 We can conclude that that supervisor has a very dirty office.
 BQ = Begging the QuestionCQ = Complex QuestionFD = Faulty DilemmaE = EquivocationA = AmphiboleC = CompositionD = DivisionNF = No Fallacy
 *from Hurley’s A Concise Introduction to Logic
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Nobody likes jerks. So, this jerk chicken is bound to suck.
 BQ = Begging the QuestionCQ = Complex QuestionFD = Faulty DilemmaE = EquivocationA = AmphiboleC = CompositionD = DivisionNF = No Fallacy
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Tom is such a good dog trainer!
 How do you know that?
 Well, because he’s so good at getting dogs to follow his commands!
 BQ = Begging the QuestionCQ = Complex QuestionFD = Faulty DilemmaE = EquivocationA = AmphiboleC = CompositionD = DivisionNF = No Fallacy
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I guess if you can’t come this weekend I’ll have to buy some crack and get high.
 BQ = Begging the QuestionCQ = Complex QuestionFD = Faulty DilemmaE = EquivocationA = AmphiboleC = CompositionD = DivisionNF = No Fallacy

Page 25
                        

Patrick Hurley lists 3 main reasons* people commit fallacies:
 1.Intent when we are unwilling
 to lose an argument we may cheat
 Either ice cream or tantrum … you choose! (from kid)
 Either exercise or heart attack … you choose! (from Doc)
 *Hurley’s A Concise Introduction to Logic
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2. Careless Mental Posture
 Hurley suggests careless mental posture opens the door to error, while emotional predisposition pushes you through it*
 Mom’s argument that we should limit gifts to 20 dollars sucks. And did you hear her views on Obama? She is such a partisan witch … someone needs to hide her broom!
 *Hurley, p169
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3. Worldview “the cognitive network of
 beliefs, attitudes, memories, values and other elements that conditions and renders meaningful the world in which we live”*
 The three main worldviews that deserve the name ‘worldview’ are
 1. Naturalism2. Theism 3. Existentialism
 Those views really encompass the world as a whole
 *Hurley, p169
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