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Infinitely Greater than the ProphetsInfinitely Greater than the AngelsInfinitely Greater than a Superhero Infinitely Greater than MosesInfinitely Greater RestInfinitely Greater High PriestInfinitely Greater Hope
 Jesus
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Paradigm Shifts
 • From Hunting and Gathering to Agricultural• From Flat Earth to a Spherical Earth• From Hand-Copied Books to Printed Books• From Geocentric to Heliocentric • From Agricultural to Industrial• From Industrial to Informational• From “Made in Japan” to “Made in Japan”• From West to East
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“The priesthood of Jesus was after the order of Melchizedek and as such is contrasted sharply with the Jewish priesthood which was after the order of Aaron. One was eternal and effective; the other temporary and imperfect, now set aside because of its weakness and uselessness.” (Raymond Brown)
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Let’s Meet Melchizedek
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This Melchizedek was king of Salem and priest of God Most High. He met Abraham returning from the defeat of the kings and blessed him, and Abraham gave him a tenth of everything. First, his name means “king of righteousness”; then also, “king of Salem” means “king of peace.” Without father or mother, without genealogy, without beginning of days or end of life, like the Son of God he remains a priest forever. (Hebrews 7:1-3)
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Melchizedek
 His Name = “King of righteousness” His Vocation = King His Location = Salem His Bi-Vocation = Priest of God Most High His Connection = Contact with Abram (Genesis 14) His Time = ca. 2,000 B.C. His Act of Giving = He blessed Abram and gave him
 food. His Act of Receiving = He received a tithe from Abram. His Ancestry = He had no known genealogy. His Progeny = He had no known descendants. His Resemblance = He was like the Son of God. His End = He had no known grave.
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Let’s Think about Melchizedek’s Greatness
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Just think how great he was: Even the patriarch Abraham gave him a tenth of the plunder! Now the law requires the descendants of Levi who become priests to collect a tenth from the people – that is, their brothers – even though their brothers are descended from Abraham. This man, however, did not trace his descent from Levi, yet he collected a tenth from Abraham and blessed him who had the promises.
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And without doubt the lesser person is blessed by the greater. In the one case, the tenth is collected by men who die; but in the other case, by him who is declared to be living. One might even say that Levi, who collects the tenth, paid the tenth through Abraham, because when Melchizedek met Abraham, Levi was still in the body of his ancestor. (Hebrews 7:4-10)
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The Author’s Logic (1) The Israelites paid tithes to the Levites.
 (2) Levi was, as it were, inside Abraham
 (since Levi was one of Abraham’s distant descendants).
 (3) Melchizedek blessed Abraham. (4) Abraham offered tithes to Melchizedek. (5) Therefore, Melchizedek is greater than
 Abraham and Levi and Aaron. (6) And, Melchizedek’s priesthood is
 greater than the Levitical priesthood.
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“Everyone is an omnibus with his ancestors
 as inside passengers.” (Ian Macpherson)
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Two Priesthoods Contrasted

Page 18
                        

If perfection could have been attained through the Levitical priesthood (for on the basis of it the law was given to the people), why was there still need for another priest to come – one in the order of Melchizedek, not in the order of Aaron? (Hebrews 7:11)
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For when there is a change of the priesthood, there must also be a change of the law. He of whom these things are said belonged to a different tribe, and no one from that tribe has ever served at the altar. For it is clear that our Lord descended from Judah, and in regard to that tribe Moses said nothing about priests. And what we have said is even more clear if another priest like Melchizedek appears, one who has become a priest not on the basis of a regulation as to his ancestry but on the basis of the power of an indestructible life. For it is declared: “You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.” (Hebrews 7:12-17)
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The former regulation is set aside because it was weak and useless (for the law made nothing perfect), and a better hope is introduced, by which we draw near to God. And it was not without an oath! Others became priests without any oath, but he became a priest with an oath when God said to him: “The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind: ‘You are a priest forever.’” Because of this oath, Jesus has become the guarantee of a better covenant. (Hebrews 7:18-22)
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Now there have been many of those priests, since death prevented them from continuing in office; but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them. (Hebrews 7:23-25)
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Such a high priest meets our need – one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens. Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered himself. For the law appoints as high priests men who are weak; but the oath, which came after the law, appointed the Son, who has been made perfect forever. (Hebrews 7:26-28)
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Aaronic Priesthood Melchizedekian Priesthood
 Based on Law Based on Grace
 Ancestry An “indestructible life”
 Temporary fix Permanent solution
 “Weak and useless” “A better hope”
 Distanced people from God
 Draws people to God
 Fallible and finite priests Perfect and permanent Priest
 Repeated sacrifices One sacrifice for all
 Made no one perfect! Saves completely!
 Dueling Priesthoods
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Choose Your Priesthood!

Page 25
                        

To him who is able to keep you from falling
 and to present you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy – to the only God our Savior
 be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
 before all ages, now and forevermore!
 Amen.(Jude 1:24-25)
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