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 rEnterprise Minister Arlene Foster
 today announced the establishment of a new £6million research centre in Belfast.
 The Northern Ireland Advanced Composites & Engineering Centre (NIACE), to be located on Airport Road, Belfast is scheduled to open this autumn.
 cont. p. 3
 Foster announces £6million research centre for Northern Ireland
 Pictured at the launch are (l. to r.) Arlene Foster, Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Investment, Edwin Poots, Minister for the Environment, Professor Richard Barnett, Vice-Chancellor, University of Ulster, Professor Peter Gregson, President and Vice-
 Chancellor, Queen’s University and Michael Ryan, Vice President and General Manager, Bombardier Aerospace.
 I will cover a brief review of our events since our last newsletter in November.
 Firstly I am pleased to announce that I have now added Board member Owen McAleer to our newsletter team. Owen will be my assistant editor .
 Tom Brady is covering the Christmas Reception elsewhere so I won’t go into detail here. Once again, Tom Brady did an excellent job of organizing the event. Apart from our regular Craic agus Comhrá the next event was our Irish Community Pub Quiz. Casey Ryan has a report on this on page 9. I would like to thank Jonathan Sullivan and Casey, his co-quiz master, for all their dedication in making this such a successful and popular evening. They were was ably assisted by the other members of their team, directors Michelle Vahey and Ruth Hanna.
 The first week in February was a busy one for Montreal’s Irish Community. On Thursday the third (say that one quickly with an Irish accent) there was an Immigrant Evening. The event was held in the Irish Embassy Pub and Grill with owner Paul Quinn in attendance. The event was sponsored by the St. Patrick’s Society of Montreal with funding from
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President Paul Loftus
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 (Commercial Banking Manager, BNC)
 Representative in IrelandDiana James
 (Hodgson Sugar (Canada) Ltd.)
 ICCC Montreal Board of Directors
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 Tom Brady(Partner, Heenan Blaikie)
 Ruth Hanna(Mergermarket)
 Owen McAleer (Owen McAleer Consultants Inc.)
 Stephanie Murphy(Consultant, health technologies)
 Casey Ryan(SAP Labs Canada)
 Jonathan Sullivan (Dojo Linguistique)
 Michelle Vahey(SAP Labs Canada)
 Paula MolloySecond SecretaryEmbassy of IrelandSuite 1105, 130 Albert StreetOttawa, ON K1P 5G4
 Ireland’s strong export performance in 2010by Paula Molloy
 ICCC introduces its new treasurer
 David O’Neill has replaced Vivian Doyle-Kelly as treasurer of the
 Chamber. David, who works for the National Bank Financial Group, is the Commercial Banking Manager, serving SME clients across a range of industries.
 As the global economy positions itself for recovery, Ireland’s small,
 open economy is well placed to benefit from growth in exports and international trade. In recent years, the country’s export performance has been resilient, with service exports performing particularly well. This trend is held up in the Central Statistic Office (CSO)’s most recent external trade report which was published on 23 February.
 The CSO figures show that the value of exports in December 2010 was up 21% compared with December 2009, at €7.24 billion, with the biggest increases seen in sales of medical and pharmaceutical products and organic chemicals. For 2010 as a whole, provisional figures indicate that Ireland’s trade surplus reached a record high of €44.7 billion.
 This news reflects the positive report from the Irish Exporters Association,
 whose year end review for 2010 calculated that Irish exports reached a record level of €161 billion, an increase of 6.7% on the previous year. This included a remarkable increase of 27% in Irish exports to Canada.
 Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Innovation Mary Hanafin welcomed the news and emphasised the necessity of continuing to improve Ireland’s competitiveness, so that Irish companies can continue to thrive in the international marketplace.
 Recognising the importance of export-led growth to Ireland’s economic recovery, in September 2010 the government launched a new strategy for the promotion of overseas trade, investment and tourism, which is set out in its document ‘Trading and Investing in a Smart Economy.’ Under this strategy, Irish Embassies and State Agencies including Enterprise Ireland,
 Tourism Ireland, the IDA and Bord Bia work together in a concerted way to support Irish firms seeking access to new markets, and to raise Ireland’s profile as a trade and investment partner. This co-ordinated approach will allow Ireland to take full advantage of emerging opportunities to further boost our strong international trade performance.
 For further information on the ‘Trading and Investing in a Smart Economy’ strategy or if you have any questions about doing business in Ireland, contact the Embassy of Ireland at [email protected] or +1-613-233-0413.
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 Foster (cont.)The construction of the centre will be financed by the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills (BIS) through the Strategic Investment Fund, Invest Northern Ireland and Bombardier Aerospace. Invest NI’s support is part funded by the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF). Queen’s University and the University of Ulster will co-own and operate the 3,700 sq m facility.
 The development of the centre was inspired by the work of MATRIX, in particular from its Advanced Materials and Advanced Engineering sub-panels.
 Arlene Foster said: “This flagship centre will become the focal point for advanced materials as well as engineering research and development in Northern Ireland. In particular, it will enable the advancement of composites technology across a range of industrial sectors.
 “The state-of-the-art facility will offer firms the opportunity to develop technologies that will maintain their competitiveness and support their future business needs.
 “The research centre will also encourage more companies to work together on their R&D projects, potentially leading to the development of cutting edge, commercially successful new products. This collaboration will protect and grow business in Northern Ireland especially within the advanced manufacturing sector, which is key to economic recovery.”
 Edwin Poo t s , Min i s t e r o f the Environment, who attended the event, commented: “The tangible benefits of an efficient and effective planning system can be seen in this £6million investment project. Working in partnership with all the parties involved allowed the Planning Service to process the application for NIACE in nine weeks. This will enable the project to proceed on schedule and
 has highlighted what our planning system can deliver.”
 UK Business Minister Mark Prisk said: “With the help of BIS funding, this flagship research centre will bring together leading academics and dynamic companies from different sectors and help them develop cheaper and quicker ways to manufacture composite products. The establishment of this facility will help drive economic growth in Northern Ireland and will be a valuable addition to the network of composite centres across the UK.”
 Michael Ryan, Vice President and Genera l Manager, Bombard ie r Aerospace, Belfast, said: “Bombardier Aerospace Belfast is at the forefront of advanced engineering and composite technologies, having invested heavily in research and development over the years. Promoting innovation, this industry-led technology centre will not only help us to further develop our own R&D activities and those of our local aerospace supply chain, but it will enable Northern Ireland’s high value engineering and manufacturing sector to develop its capabilities, move up the value chain and compete on a global stage.”
 Professor Peter Gregson, President and Vice-Chancellor, Queen’s University Belfast, said: “All of us here today share a commitment to Northern Ireland’s future prosperity. We are also aware of the need to develop new, and innovative, technological solutions to ensure the competitiveness of our companies, both prime contractors and supply chain organisations. As part of the network of UK Advanced Manufacturing Centres, NIACE will provide world-class support for Northern Ireland in this important area of advanced engineering.”
 Professor Richard Barnett, Vice-Chancellor, University of Ulster added: “This ground-breaking initiative will
 bring together expertise from a range of engineering, scientific and business disciplines. It will provide a solid foundation for sustained growth in the engineering and composites sector and enable both industry and academia to realise their full potential.”
 (From the “Invest NI” Newsletter- February 18, 2011)
 The ICCC’s annual Christmas recept ion for members and
 friends of the Chamber was held at the University Club on December 9, 2010. Guests of honour in attendance included the new Irish Ambassador to Canada, His Excellency Dr. Ray Bassett, the British Consul General in Montreal, Patrick Holdich, and his wife Suzanne, and the Honorary Irish Consul in Montreal, Dr. Michael Kenneally.
 Members and guests alike enjoyed a convivial evening get-together, with music provided by Kathryn Humphries on the Irish harp. Dr. Bassett gave an address whose main theme was the fiscal and financial challenges facing Ireland and the grounds for cautious optimism for its economic prospects in 2011.
 The popular annual raffle yielded door prizes from the European Union Delegation in Ottawa and from Diageo Canada, the importer and distributor of spirits and beers.
 The success of the reception was also the product of generous sponsorship by the Embassy of Ireland, Bombardier, Aer Rianta and BGL Brokerage.
 by Tom Brady
 ICCC Christmas reception: a convivial
 evening for all
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 DOING BUSINESS IN THE U.K. AND IRELAND – ENSURE YOUR SUCCESS!
 6 April 2011
 Delta Hotel, Montreal
 7:45 a.m. Registration & Continental Breakfast
 8:00 – 8:05 a.m. Opening remarks Stéphane MarkDirector, International market developmentWorld Trade Centre MontrealBoard of Trade of Metropolitan Montreal
 8:-05 – 8:35 a.m. Overview of the U.K. Christian Doré International business advisor & Head of UK & Scandinavian regional team
 Europe DeskMinistry of Economic Development, Innovation & Export
 8:35 – 8:45 a.m. Overview of IrelandHilary Reilly, Deputy Head of Mission
 Embassy of Ireland, Ottawa
 8:45 – 9:25 a.m. Direct Investment Opportunities in the United Kingdom Jeremy Mackenzie Lee Investment Officer UK Trade & Investment
 9:25 – 10:00 a.m. Direct Investment Opportunities in Ireland Seamus Carroll, Vice President,
 Industrial Development Authority of Ireland, New York
 John Logan, Vice President Invest Northern Ireland, Boston
 10:00 – 10:15 a.m. Coffee break
 10:15 – 10:35 a.m. Tax aspects to consider in the U.K. Melissa Thomas, International Business Manager Blick Rothenberg Chartered Accountants, London
 10:35 – 11:15 a.m. Legal aspects to consider when doing business in the U.K. & Ireland Therese Rochford, WhitneyMoore, Dublin
 Roger Loosley, Fasken Martineau, London
 11:15 – 11:35 a.m. Business culture in the U.K. & Ireland Paul Loftus
 Industrial/Organisational Psychologist and Intercultural ConsultantPaul Loftus & Associates Inc., Montreal
 11:40 – 12:25 p.m. Panel of companies who do business in the U.K. & Ireland Bombardier
 12:25 – 12:30 p.m. Closing remarks World Trade Centre MontrealBoard of Trade of Metropolitan Montreal
 DRAFT
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 The Ireland-Canada Chamber of Commerce (Montreal) would like to welcome its newest members:
 New members join the Chamber
 John BolgerJoe Donohue
 April-Anna is a multi-medium fine artist offering services for special
 events such as weddings, pregnancy photo shoots, bat mitzvahs, sweet sixteen and other noteworthy birthdays,
 Sinead MurrayJohn Scannell.
 We look forward to seeing you at our upcoming events
 Member profile: April-Anna Bremers Message (cont.)
 April-Anna Bremers
 graduations, corporate parties, cocktails, galas, fundraisers and promotional events.
 Customized services include: beauty make-up, face painting, body painting, henna body art, and more. April-Anna is also a fine artist, working in mixed media that includes acrylic, watercolour, sculpture, art pendants, and canvas. The Art of April-Anna has been in business since 1996 and is a member of the Montreal Board of Trade and the Ireland-Canada Chamber of Commerce.
 You can visit her website at: www.aprilanna.com or fornews, fine arts & shopping go to: theartofapril-anna.blogspot.com email: [email protected](514) 243-4315
 Join fellow ICCC members and friends at the 34th annual Irishman of the
 Year Breakfast. This will be held at the Sheraton Centre, 1201 René Lévesque ouest, on Saturday, March 12th.
 Organized by the Er in Spor t s Association, breakfast begins at 9 a.m., and you are invited to toast this year’s Irishman of the Year, Mr. Jeff Mahar of Group PDI. Other celebrity guests will include Bill (Spaceman) Lee (Montreal Expos),Chris (Knuckles) Nilan (Montreal Canadiens), Pierre McGuire (TSN and NBC), Anthony Calvillo (Montreal Alouettes), and Anwar Stewart (Montreal Alouettes).
 During the morning, the Clahanes will entertain everyone with their own special brand of music.
 ICCC has already filled one table of ten and has a few seats remaining at a second one. Ticket are $60 each and include two Irish coffees! If you are interested in attending, email Tom Brady at [email protected] or [email protected] or phone (514) 845-0973 before March 9th. Cheques should be made payable to the Ireland-Canada Chamber of Commerce.
 Spend a morning at the Irishman of the Year Breakfast
 the Irish Government.There was a wide representation of the various Irish organizations including our Chamber, the Montreal Irish Rugby Football Club and the Gaelic Athletic Association. The MC for the evening was one of our Directors Michelle Vahey, while the photographer was Ruth Hanna another one of our directors. There were a number of speakers including Kathleen Weil, Minister for Immigration, Government of Quebec. There were over 150 in attendance including 40 new immigrants from Ireland. Representatives from a number of potential employers including Bombardier, Novartis, SAP and Ericsson were on the lookout for new employees. The large turnout was a reflection of the excellent organization that went into the night. The event was filmed by CTV Montreal and appeared on the following evening’s news. The evening was a great success with a lot of valuable contacts being made.
 The St. Patrick’s season started with the UIS Selection Evening (at which the Chamber had a table) on February 5th. The Chamber will have a table at the St. Patrick’s Society Lunch on March 17th. We have reserved two tables at the Erin Sports Association Breakfast on March 12th. I would encourage members attending these events to join us. It’s just a matter of paying the Chamber and we will do the rest. I would like to thank Tom Brady for organizing these tables.
 Our next major event will be the lunch at the University Club starting with a cash bar at 11:30 a.m. on March 9th. This will be in honour of the directors of our sister society in Dublin, The Ireland Canada Business Association who are visiting Canada as a Trade Delegation. We will also have a reception at The Irish Embassy Pub and Grill later in the afternoon at 5:30 p.m. before the group departs for Toronto and for the Ireland Canada Summit the next day
 cont. p. 9
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 IDA Ireland welcomes results of Ernst and Young Globalisation 2010 Index
 Rankings identifying Ireland as the second most globalised economy in the world.
 IDA Ireland today welcomed the results of the Ernst and Young Globalisation 2010 Index Rankings which sees Ireland move to second place globally ahead of Singapore, Denmark and Switzerland. Ireland now takes its place as the second most globalised economy in the world, moving up one place on last year’s rankings. The Globalisation Index measures and tracks the performance of the world’s 60 largest economies in relation to separate indicators in 5 broad categories; openness to trade; capital movements; exchange of technology and ideas; movement of labour and cultural integration.
 To view the Ernst and Young Globalisation 2010 Index, go to: http://www.ey.com/Publication/vwLUAssets/Winning_in_a_polycentric_world_-_Globalization_and_the_changing_world_of_business/$FILE/EY_-_Winning_in_a_polycentric_world_-_Globalization_and_the_changing_world_of_business.pdf
 For further information please contact:Antoinette Tyrrell, IDA Ireland Press Office, Tel : +353 (0) 1 6034256
 (Reprinted courtesy of IDA Ireland)
 Commenting on the results of the Index, Barry O’Leary, CEO of IDA Ireland said, “This is an excellent recognition of Ireland’s strengths and it is particularly encouraging to see that we scored highest globally in exchange of technology and ideas. Ireland’s value proposition as a leading location for Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) is based on our reputation as a country that embraces open innovation and the survey result further enhances this reputation.”
 He added, “Horizon 2020,” IDA Ireland’s strategy document identifies 10 steps of Transformation which include attracting investors from new high-growth markets and winning new forms of FDI. The results of this survey show that IDA Ireland is on track for achieving these targets scoring highly for openness to trade.”
 Ireland ranked as 2nd most globalised economy in the world
 Dennis Donnelly, Donnelly Management Consultants and Declan Treacy, Board Member, Toronto Chapter and creator of irishjobs.ca
 I was very impressed by the quality of the immigrants, many of whom had already started their own companies. I met three young people from my own home town of Ballina. A number of the immigrants expressed an interest in working in Montreal and several have since followed up with me.
 I would like to congratulate the Toronto Chapter on a high quality event. Its success is reflected by the fact that 25 new arrivals have obtained jobs directly as a result of attending and that number continues to increase.
 Welcome to Canada – new arrivals evening in Toronto
 Hilary Reilly (Deputy Head of Mission, Embassy of Ireland, Ottawa), Paul Loftus and Sinead Murray (Manager Tourism
 Ireland Canada)
 Following a series of meetings in Toronto with Enterprise Ireland
 and Tourism Ireland, I represented our Chapter at this event sponsored by the Toronto Chapter of the ICCC. It was held at Grace O’Malley’s pub
 on Duncan Street. The demand was so high that the organisers were forced to close registration three days beforehand. 345 people attended, in addition to over 40 members of the Toronto Chapter. The event attracted many recruiting
 companies.
 The speakers for the evening were: Eamonn O’Loghlin, Executive Director o f t h e To r o n t o C h a p t e r , M a r k O’Brien, President of the Toronto Gaelic Athletic Association, Hilary Reilly, Deputy Head of Mission, Embassy of Ireland,
 by Paul Loftus
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 Editorialby Paul Loftus
 ICCC thanks the following for contributing to this issue:
 Tom BradyApril-Anna BremersVivian Doyle-KellyPaula MolloyCasey Ryan
 “Investing in Ireland” – a lunchtime briefing
 On We d n e s d a y, M a r c h 9 t h , Montrea l ’s I re land-Canada
 Chamber of Commerce, together with the Ireland Canada Business Association of Dublin, invite you to a special lunchtime event. This will take place at the University Club of Montreal, 2047, Mansfield Street.
 A welcome reception will begin at 11:30 a.m., with a cash bar to be followed by lunch one hour later. During the course of the meal, there are to be three 15-minute presentations: • Doing business in Ireland (PwC); • Why Ireland? (IDA Ireland); • Ireland’s green economy (ByrneWallace).
 After the presentations, there will be an opportunity for questions to be posed.
 The price for this highly informative luncheon is $55.00 for members and $65.00 for non-members.
 If you would like to attend, please contact the Chamber at [email protected] as soon as possible as space is limited. We’re expecting it to be a sold-out event.
 plus later…
 Plan to meet the members of the Irish Trade Delegation from the Ireland
 Canada Business Association (Dublin) at the Irish Embassy Pub & Grill, 1234 Bishop Street from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m., also on Wednesday, March 9th.
 Enjoy complimentary hors d’œuvres and happy hour prices.
 St. Patrick’s Society Luncheon
 Every year, since March,1834, Montreal’s St. Patrick’s Society has
 hosted an elegant luncheon. Considered to be the flagship event of the season, it attracts more than 600 business leaders and community members. It will take place on St. Patrick’s Day, March 17th, at the Hilton Bonaventure Hotel.
 Noteworthy speakers have included the Hon. Jean Charest, Premier of Quebec; former CEO of BMO Group, Mr. Matthew Barrett; former CEO of RBC Group, Mr. John Cleghorn; former Premier of Newfoundland and Labrador,
 the Hon. Brian Tobin; CBC Journalist, Mr. Rex Murphy; former CEO of CPR Mr. David O’Brien; the Honourable Charles Doherty Gonthier, Supreme Court of Canada justice; the Right Honourable Richard B. Bennett, Prime Minister of Canada; and many more.
 This year’s Guest Speaker is Louis Vachon, President and C.E.O., the National Bank Financial Group. Also, at the luncheon, the St. Patrick’s Society Community Award recipient will be announced.
 Each year, ICCC reserves a table for members. Tickets cost $70 each. There will be a cash bar from 11:15 a.m. and lunch will be served at noon.
 The Luncheon, like all other St. Patrick’s Society activities, is a fundraiser for its charitable, cultural and educational projects.
 To join the ICCC table, please contact [email protected] or [email protected] or phone (514) 845-0973.
 Now that the Irish election is over and Fianna Fail have been truly
 beaten one wonders what is going to happen next. One thing is for sure and that is there will be no honeymoon period for this new government. The Irish people want solutions to their financial problems right away.
 A recent editorial in the New York Times suggested that the deal reached by Ireland with the International Monetary Fund and the European Union be renegotiated. This makes a lot of sense as Ireland would need a growth rate of at least 5% per year to be able to meet its commitments to these two bodies. Such a growth rate under current economic conditions make these requirements not only unrealistic but unreasonable and unsustainable. Therefore, one of the first actions of the new government should be a renegotiated deal. Unfortunately, Ireland is not in a strong bargaining position. However, one item that should not be up for discussion is Ireland’s low corporate tax rate of 12 1/2%. If Ireland were to lose this it would no longer be attractive for foreign direct investment (FDI). Labour and other costs of doing business in Ireland are no longer a bargain and haven’t been for quite a while. However, some of these costs have decreased somewhat during the recent recession. The low corporate tax rate is still a powerful incentive to invest in Ireland and you can see elsewhere in this newsletter that the Irish economy is relatively very open and highly export driven. If FDI were to decrease considerably as a result of a higher corporate tax rate Ireland could become the Newfoundland of Europe with the oil.
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 by Vivian Doyle-Kelly
 On February 25th 2011, Ireland became the first Euro-zone country
 to hold a general election following a financial bailout and while the results are incomplete at the time of writing this article, it is clear that the ruling Fianna Fail party has been essentially wiped off the political map by a tsunami of anger.
 The Taoiseach (Prime Minister) Brian Cowen has been widely blamed for Ireland’s stunning slide from wealth to the brink of bankruptcy and the Fianna Fail party, which has won the most seats in the Dáil (House of Commons) in every election since 1932, has suffered a crushing defeat. Indeed they failed to win a seat in many constituencies (ridings) for the first time since 1932.
 The Dáil consists of 166 members and in the last general election in 2007 the Fianna Fail party won 78 seats. In the February 2011 election the projections are that they will win 20 seats compared to the centre-right Fine Gael’s projected 76 seats, Labour’s 37, and Sinn Fein’s 14. There are also projected to be 19 independent members in the next Dáil. The Green Party, which had triggered the election by withdrawing from the governing coalition, has lost all of its 6 seats as voters saw it supporting a government which had fundamentally lost its mandate.
 The immediate backdrop to the election was the EU/IMF bailout negotiated by the outgoing government of approximately $115 billion, a new budget and a development of a four-year recovery plan which the public saw as initiatives requiring an election. To put the EU/IMF bailout amount into a “per capita” perspective, the equivalent in Canada would be to burden taxpayers with an additional $1 trillion.
 Ireland had experienced a massive bubble in the property market (1998 – 2007) which was driven by reckless bank lending to property developers who were
 building houses on speculation for non-existent buyers. There are currently tens of thousands of houses in Ireland which have never been, and never will be, occupied.
 Anglo-Irish Bank, with loose lending policies, grew very rapidly during the property market boom and the other two major Irish banks felt compelled not to be left out in a race to the bottom. The environment soured as property values declined precipitously from 2007 and the Irish banks, who were financing long-term lending with short-term borrowing, requested support from the Irish government. Because much of the Irish banks’ borrowing was from French and German banks a scenario of “too big to fail” emerged and the potential failure of the Irish banks was perceived as likely to cause a “domino” effect.
 The government response was to unconditionally guarantee the Irish banks’ liabilities in September 2008 almost instantly turning a financial crisis into a sovereign debt crisis as the extent of the support required was undefined. The current situation is that, even after two years, no-one is yet able to quantify the final impact and cost of this guarantee and there are many who believe that Ireland will never be able to repay its current debts.
 Prior to the election the anger in Ireland was palpable. During the property boom years the Government revenue base had significantly shifted from a direct income tax to reliance on property transfer taxes in a ballooning real estate market. Public sector spending had also increased rapidly based on the overall increase in government revenues. The massive decline in revenues when the property bubble burst had left the government with a substantial current account deficit in addition to the open-ended guarantees to the banks.
 As far as the economy is concerned, the Gross Domestic Product in Ireland has fallen by an estimated 11% and unemployment has tripled in three years to 13.4% meaning that 450,000 people are out of work. Ireland’s welfare system has also been cut back and income taxes have been increased in a bid to fight a deficit estimated at more than one third of the country’s $204.1 billion GDP. Ireland has also returned to its traditional greatest export, its people, and some estimates claim that there are approximately 1,000 leaving every week.
 The new Dáil will meet on March 9th and will, at least, bring new faces to the negotiating table in the coming months and years as Ireland will require to re-negotiate the terms of its borrowings.
 Irish election results produce few surprises
 The former Irish Ambassador to Canada, Declan Kelly, Anne Kelly and Paul Loftus seen here in the Irish Embassy, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, November 2010
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 Cosantóir defends pub quiz championship
 Message (cont.)
 by Casey Ryan
 Phot
 o: A
 nne
 Forr
 est
 The 2nd place winners: MIRFC (l. to r.) Stéphane Boucher, Cathy McKee,Mark Gallagher and David O’Neill
 The latest Pub Quiz hosted by the Ireland-Canada Chamber of
 Commerce brought out some new faces and some old ones. A record-setting 12, four-person teams participated in the sold-out event held at Hurley’s Irish Pub on Thursday, February 17. Among the attendees were representatives from the United Irish Societies, St. Patrick’s Society, the Montreal Irish Rugby Football Club and the Irish Concordia Student Club.
 In an ICCC first, event organizer Jonathan Sullivan and I shared quiz-master duties. Questions varied on topics such as 2010 headlines and sports. New to the mix was a popular novelty category that had people trying to sort a list of names as being that of a “Pope, World Leader, or James Bond Villain” (not as easy as one might think). An additional picture round had teams trying to identify places from around the world including Patagonia, Argentina which bore a striking resemblance to Alberta. The final round had chapter president Paul Loftus reading questions on both Ireland and the Irish Community of Montreal.
 After all the questions were asked and the scores tallied, the aptly named Cosantóir team – composed of Anne Forrest , Mary McDaid, Al is ta i r O’Hara, and ICCC board member Tom Brady – defended their title as reigning champs - Cosantóir being Irish for “Defenders.” In addition to bragging rights and the Brian McKeown Memorial trophy, the team took home generous gift bags from SAP business solutions donated by another ICCC board member, Michelle Vahey. The bags included pens, mouse pads and a bottle of Jameson’s whiskey.
 A tie-breaking question determined that second place went to the Montreal
 Irish Rugby Football Club (MIRFC) who received bottles of Bushmills whiskey donated by Diageo. Third place went to the “Sea-see-ers” who were given gift certificates to Hurley’s (donated by the pub). Paul Loftus’ team “The Downunders” finished fourth and received signed copies of the book A Great Feast of Light: Growing up Irish in the Television Age by John Doyle.
 The night was rounded out with a raffle for tickets to performances of Lord of the Dance and the dark Irish comedy
 Stones in his Pockets – two of the hottest shows in town.
 The quizzes are held three times a year and have grown so much in popularity that they have become the ICCC’s signature event. On behalf of Jonathan Sullivan and the other members of the chamber, sincerest thanks go out to Hurley’s, SAP (and Michelle Vahey), Diageo, John Doyle, Unicorn Entertainment, and the Centaur Theatre for their generosity.
 Following this our next event will be a Visit Ireland evening. It is tentatively scheduled to take place at Hurley’s Pub on Wednesday, March 23rd. Sinead Murray, Manager Canada Tourism Ireland will be in attendance. Please check our website for final confirmation. I hope to see you there.
 If you haven’t paid your membership fee yet please do so as soon as possible for inclusion in the 2011 Membership
 Directory. Karen Bright is now working on it.
 Finally, I would like to thank Owen McAleer, my assistant editor, and Anne Forrest, our administrative assistant, for all the help they provided to me in making this issue possible.
 Paul Loftus
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 For further information on the above events, please contact the Chamber office:
 Tel: (514) 845-0973 or by E-mail: [email protected]
 Upcoming Chamber Events
 ICCC’s “craics” have been taking place on the last Thursday of the month for almost three years at the Irish Embassy Pub & Grill, 1234 Bishop Street. We
 encourage you to join us for a great chance to meet and network informally with other members of the Chamber, other European Chambers of Commerce and anyone who may be interested in the ICCC and its activities. These monthly gatherings are open to everyone, and are an opportunity to visit socially in a relaxed atmosphere. The next one will take place on Thursday, March 24th.
 “Craic agus Comhrá”
 Investing in Ireland: lunchtime briefing (plus)
 ICCC will be hosting another very popular Pub Quiz on a Thursday evening in May (date to be announced), The quiz will take place at McKibbin’s
 Pub, 1426 Bishop Street at 5:30 p.m. The price for this fun-filled evening is only $20.00 for members and $25.00 for guests. This includes a free drink, finger food and the chance to win one of the great prizes. Once again, the quiz masters will be Casey Ryan and Jonathan Sullivan. To register, contact Jonathan Sullivan directly at (514) 967-3656 or at [email protected] for more information Get your team together and sign up soon.
 ICCC Summer Pub Quiz in May
 Note the date: Wednesday, March 9th. ICCC together with the Ireland Canada Business Association of Dublin will host a lunch at the University
 Club. Then, from 5:30 p.m. to 7: p.m, meet the members of this visiting trade delegation at the Irish Embassy Pub & Grill. See p.7 for all the details.
 Irishman of the Year Breakfast
 Plan to join fellow members of the Chamber at this Erin Sports event on Saturday, March 12th. This will be held at the Sheraton Centre on Réne-
 Lévesqe Boulevard. Check p.5 for more information.
 St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon
 On March 17th, celebrate with members of Montreal’s business community at the St. Patrick’s Society Luncheon which will take place in the Hilton
 Bonaventure Hotel. Take a seat at the ICCC table. Details on p.7.
 10 ICCC News Montreal, Vol. 10, no. 1, February 2011
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