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September 2017
 Our School Website: http://schools.peelschools.org/1323 Follow us on Twitter @Homelands323
 It’s the most wonderful time of the year!
 Welcome to the 2017-2018 School Year! We hope you enjoyed a wonderful summer and had some special moments with family and friends. We have an exciting year ahead of us. We welcome back Ms. Wallace as our Vice Principal who will be joining us full time this year. We also welcome back returning staff as well as new staff who are energized and ready for learning and working with their students and their families. We are looking
 forward to a busy and productive September here at Homelands. It is an exciting time to meet new friends, catch up with old friends and start the academic year off on a positive note. Enclosed within this first newsletter are various forms for you and your child to read and fill in with required information. Please read and complete these carefully and return them to your child’s homeroom teacher as soon as possible. Please feel free to contact your child’s teacher or the office at any time if you have any questions in regards to these forms as well as the upcoming school year. The students and staff here at Homelands work diligently to create an environment where all feel welcome and safe. It is our goal to inspire confidence, hope and success in all our students. We value your input and will work with you and your family to ensure success for the 2017-2018 school year. So let’s get started on a great year for our new and returning students! Sincerely Dana Wilson
 HOMELANDS SENIOR PUBLIC SCHOOL 2420 Homelands Drive Ms. Dana Wilson – Principal Mississauga, Ontario Ms. Simone Wallace – Vice Principal L5K 1H2 Ms. Laurie Lambie – Office Manager Phone (905) 822-2031 Mrs. Leslie Morrison – Office Assistant
 Superintendent: Nina Jaiswal (905) 366-8800 Trustee: Brad MacDonald (905) 828-6929
 http://schools.peelschools.org/1323
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Reporting Student Absence
 When reporting an absence or a late for your child, please call 1-855-209-6155. We are no
 longer taking absence or late calls directly at the school. The safety of our students is of utmost importance to everyone at Homelands. Our Safe Arrival Program enables the school to verify a student’s absence or lateness with the parent/guardian and account for any unexplained absences.
 Student Safety – Our Priority! Please note that outside teacher supervision for students begins at 8:15 am and ends at 2:45 pm. Once students enter the building at 8:20 am, the only entrance remaining for students and visitors is the front door of the school. All students arriving after this time MUST sign in at
 the office. Also, all adults entering the building must report to the office, allowing us to be aware of our visitors, volunteers and support staff.
 We will be very busy during entry and dismissal times with buses, traffic and walking students. We ask that students walk when possible to lessen traffic concerns and congestion. We also request that drivers obey all traffic regulations. We want all our students to safely get on and off the bus, walk to their car or walk to their home safely both before and after school. Accurate and up-to date student information, including telephone numbers, emergency contacts, and medical concerns is also essential to student safety. Please ensure that your child has returned his/her Ontario Student Office Record form, completed and accurate (including a parent or guardian email address), to the classroom teacher.
 School Attendance and Punctuality It is vital that we set our children up for success and being on time at school each day is an important routine that must be established. When students are frequently absent, late or picked up early, it can have many negative consequences – academically, socially and emotionally. Let’s work together on encouraging excellent attendance and punctuality .
 Nut Allergies – Be Aware!
 Please be advised that we have a number of students attending Homelands that have serious and, in some cases, a life threatening allergy to peanuts and products derived from nuts. We ask your cooperation in ensuring your child not bring items containing any nut products to school. Therefore we can create as safe an environment as possible for all students. Thank you in advance for your
 assistance in this matter.
 Medications at School
 For any students requiring medication at school please come to the office and pick up an
 Administration of Medication Form. This form must be completed by your physician and signed by the parent/guardian. When completed it must be returned to the office where we will keep it on file.
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School Council News At Homelands Sr. School we value a strong partnership with parents. Research proves that when open 2-way communication occurs students perform better. School council is one way to participate in your child’s school and we want to remind you that all parents are welcome to attend
 our meetings. The Homelands School Council is an advisory body of volunteers that works collaboratively with the school staff and all parts of the community to enhance the learning and school experiences of all our students. Membership on the School Council provides parents with opportunities to offer meaningful input on school decisions and initiatives; again, research shows a very clear connection between parental involvement with the school and student achievement. Self-nomination forms are being sent home with students during the first week of school. If you are interested in having a formal position on the school council please complete the form and return it to the school with your child. We ask that you return the forms by September 15th. Our first school Council Meeting will be September 21 at 6:30pm in the Learning Commons. We look forward to you joining us!
 Offence Declaration required for returning volunteers Parents play an important role in the development and education of their children and in the success of the school community. At Homelands, we welcome and encourage the participation of parents and community members, and are grateful for the countless hours our volunteers contribute throughout the school year. To volunteer at our school, you must complete a short interview
 and a criminal record check. A police background check is required for all school volunteers in Ontario. Even if you want to accompany your child on a field trip, you need this background check.
 Once you have completed the process, you are on file with the Peel District School Board as being a school volunteer. Beginning this year, all returning volunteers will be mailed an Offence Declaration Form that must be filled out and returned to the board office each year. You will not be able to volunteer with the Peel board until you have returned this form.
 If you have any questions about criminal record checks or the offence declaration form, please call the board office at 905-890-1010 ext. 2488.
 Student Agendas
 All students at Homelands are strongly encouraged to use school agendas to record homework and activities and to assist them with being organized and responsible learners. This valuable resource also provides details Homelands procedures, practices and expectations and, in addition to being a
 critical homework assist, can also serve as a communication vehicle between home and school. The agenda should also assist you in supporting your son/daughter’s success at Homelands. Student agendas can be purchased through the school for $7.00. Some teachers use an online resource to post information, homework and use as a communication tool.
 Healthy Eating: Lunchtime!
 Within the next couple of weeks, student teams will also open snack carts from 11:05 to 11:15. These snacks, typically costing approximately $1.00 are always popular and make tasteful additions to student lunches.
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We will also be looking at lunch Program options for families to purchase pre-made lunch items such as pitas and pizzas. More information will be sent home at a later date.
 The Breakfast Club Effective the beginning of October, the Breakfast Club will open its doors at Homelands for all Homelands students. Any student is welcome to join us for bagels, juice, an assortment of breakfast items, music and conversation. We are still working out the location and there will be more information to follow. Students will be allowed into the school at 8:15 a.m. through the
 back door. A donation of .25 cents will be asked for at the door.
 School Supplies While your child’s teacher will discuss specific needs for their classes/programmes, it is useful for students to have the following:
 Classroom Suggestions Physical Education Requirements
 pencils, pens, erasers shorts or gym pants
 ruler, pencil crayons, pencil case
 t-shirt
 3 ring binder non-marking soled shoes
 loose leaf paper
 calculator, math/geometry set
 Erin Mills Youth Centre We are excited to announce that The Erin Mills Youth Centre will continue to offer a FREE after school program to support with homework, engage students in physical activities and provide social opportunities for the students of Homelands. The program will run on Mondays thru to Thursdays from 2:45pm until 5:30pm. Attached with our newsletter is more information about the program and all the required registration documents. This is an excellent opportunity for our students to be involved, have one to one guidance right here at Homelands and it is FREE! Please look over the information and we look forward to seeing your child attending. Please do not
 hesitate to call the school if you have any questions. The program will start on Monday, September 18.
 Important Dates: September 5 First Day of Classes September 14 Dental screening for Grade 8s September 21 School Council 6:30pm September 26 PD Day No students present Up and Coming: Open House Thursday, October 5 at 6:30pm
 Photo Day October 17
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September, 2017 Dear Homelands families, I’m writing to inform you that our school is now preparing to offer School Cash Online as its preferred method of payment for all school fees . School Cash Online is a safe and secure form of online payment that will allow you to pay for your child’s school items, like student activity fees and field trips, from your computer or smartphone using eCheck, Visa or MasterCard. Register now In order to make an online payment in the new school year, you must register by visiting https://peelschools.schoolcashonline.com or your child’s school website and clicking the School Cash Online button on the right side of the page. More information can be found on the back of this letter. By registering, you’ll have the ability to:
 Keep track of your children’s school item and activity fees
 Check account history
 Print or view receipts
 Make donations to school fundraisers online and instantly receive a tax receipt
 Pay for school fees with the click of a button As always, if you have any questions, feel free to contact the school directly at 9056 822 2031 and speak with Ms. Lambie our Office manager.
 Sincerely, Dana Wilson Principal
 https://peelschools.schoolcashonline.com/
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601 Mrs. van Beek 602 Mr. Thompson
 603 Mr. Doiu 604 Mr. Williams 605 Mrs. Crocker 606 Mrs. Cooper
 700 Mrs. Inglis
 Ms. Martins Ms. Rose
 701 Mr. Fralick 702 Mrs. Brown 703 Mr. Cobban 704 Mr. Oldham 705 Mrs. Doiu
 706 Ms. Linthwaite 707 Ms. Menzies
 801 Mr. Cabot
 802 Mr. Johnson 803 Mr. Mick
 804 Mrs. Dockeray 805 Ms. Schmidt 806 Ms. Haines
 BTA – Mr. Strickland
 TA – Mrs. El-Ali GUIDANCE – Mrs. D’Orazio
 MUSIC - Mr. Allen ART - Mr. Johnston
 PHYS.ED - Ms. Breuer PLANNING TIME SUPPORT – Ms. Madray
 ISSP – Mrs. Jennifer Sloan
 ISSP/SUPPORT – Mr. Mark Peron Teacher Librarian – Mrs. Sophia Siddiqi
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IT’S ABOUT KEEPING LINES OF COMMUNICATION OPEN BETWEEN
 HOME AND SCHOOL! Homelands Senior PS prides itself on communication between home and school. Research proves that the partnership between parents and teachers consistently results in improved student success. One way Homelands works to make communication effective is through Synervoice, which is a service that makes it easy for us to send you voice messages, emails, and even texts. It is important that we have your current phone number (landline and cell) for both parents/guardians as well as email addresses. Please complete the form below and return ASAP. (Don’t worry, we won’t inundate you and fill your in-box )
 - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - Student Name: __________________________ Homeroom Teacher: _____________________ Parent/Guardian information Parent/Guardian #1: Parent/Guardian #2: Name: Mr./Mrs.______________________ Name: Mr./Mrs.________________________ Home phone (landline): ___________________ Home phone (landline): __________________ Cell phone: ____________________________ Cell phone: ___________________________ Email Address: _________________________ Email Address: ________________________
 *** For parent signature
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Dear Families:
 Each school year, we seek parental permission for a number of school-based activities. By signing the
 consent form below, you are giving permission to:
 Post your child's artwork in the school's front foyer and/or hallways. Please note that only your child's
 first name will appear next to the art.
 Share your contact information with school volunteers who may assist with our school’s Safe Arrival
 program.
 Include your child's name on awards/trophies that will be kept in the school's front foyer and/or
 hallways.
 Mention your child's achievements in our school newsletter and website. Only your child's first name
 will be used. The grade level may also be mentioned.
 Post your child's schoolwork in our school's newsletter and website. Your child's first name and grade
 level may be referred to.
 Use photos of your child in our school’s newsletter, yearbook and website. Photos will be taken of
 groups of students and will not identify any individual student. For example, a photo of a group of
 students playing basketball in the gym.
 Provide your contact information to the school council so that they can communicate with you.
 Have your child videotaped or photographed by a teacher, volunteer or student teacher as part of the
 learning program. These photos and videotapes may be used within the school or board, and may appear
 on school/board websites and/or social media accounts.
 Have your child videotaped, photographed and/or interviewed for media stories throughout the school
 year. This does not include photographs taken for political purposes. The images and/or audio may be
 used in local, national or international news stories about school programs, initiatives, awards and/or
 events. Your child's full name and photograph may accompany the story.
 In providing this consent, I acknowledge that any photos/videos posted on the board’s website or social
 media accounts may be widely circulated to the public, and may be viewed by anyone with access to the
 Internet. If I provide consent, and then later revoke my consent, I acknowledge that although the
 photos/videos will be removed from the board’s websites and social media accounts, it may not be possible
 to remove all traces of personal information from the Internet.
 If there are items you do not consent to, please cross them off. This consent will be effective during the
 current school year. Consent may be revoked at any time by contacting the school office.
 Please complete and return the permission form to your child's teacher. If you have any questions or
 concerns, please contact the school.
 AUTHORIZATION AND RELEASE
 I hereby consent to the initiatives described in the letter above. I understand this consent will be effective
 during the current school year.
 Date:________________________________________
 I am the parent or guardian of _______________________________________________
 and I consent to this authorization and release.
 Parent/Guardian signature __________________________________________________
 *** For parent signature
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Homelands Permission Forms 2017 ~ 2018
 .
 Permission Form for Walking Trip Dear Parent/Guardian: From time to time students from Homelands Senior Public School may go on short excursions within our immediate area. These excursions may include a trip to a neighbouring school, park, local recreation facility, or perhaps just a study walk in the area. In order to accommodate these walking excursions, please sign the form below to be used throughout the school year. _________________ Has permission to leave school property to go on walking excursions during the school year. Or ________________ Does not have permission to leave school property to go on walking excursions during the school year. I understand that no student is allowed to go off school property without written permission from his/her parent/guardian. I also am aware that no walking excursion will leave the school without a supervising adult. Date:______________ Signature of Parent/Guardian:_______________________
 *** For parent signature
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SCHOOL COUNCIL 2017-2018 YOUR SCHOOL COUNCIL NEEDS YOU!
 Homeland’s School Council is an important part of what makes our school successful. Our council is involved in School Success planning, fundraising activities, and school-wide events. School Councils are elected bodies with voting rights (examples include voting on fundraising events and the distribution of those funds as they relate to student success). All parents, including those who do not hold an elected position, are encouraged to attend our regular meetings and hear what is happening at our school. If you are interested in becoming a member of the 2017 - 2018 School Council Executive, a nomination form can be requested from the school office. Membership in the school council shall be determined as follows: Chair &/or co-chairs, Treasurer, Secretary, School Principal and Teacher Representative, parent representatives. If interested in running for a position on the executive, please return the nomination form to Ms. Wilson or Ms. Wallace by Thursday, September 14, 2017. Elections will be held at our September School Council meeting which is scheduled for Thursday, September 21 at 6:30 pm in the school learning commons. All parents are always welcome. Please attend and participate in making Homelands Sr. the BEST! To assist us in our planning for our first council meeting, please indicate below if you are planning on attending. Please return the bottom part to your child's teacher. Ms. Wilson Principal – Homelands Sr. I plan to attend Thursday, September 21 School Council Meeting at 6:30 pm:
 Yes No I would like to attend but am unavailable on Thursday, September 21 Child's Teacher's Name: __________________________________ I am aware that school councils have elected positions. I am also aware that all parents, even those not holding an elected position, are welcome ~ in fact encouraged, to attend our regular meetings. At this time, I am not putting my name forward for an elected position, however I will attend the regular meetings. Name: _________________________ Phone Number: ___________________ Child's name: ____________________ Child's teacher: __________________
 *** For parent signature
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It’s not just about “digital citizenship” at school . . . . it’s
 about digital
 citizenship in LIFE!
 HOMELANDS SENIOR PUBLIC SCHOOL
 Acceptable Use of Technology Agreement & Student Declaration for the Use of Personal
 Devices (BYOD: BRING YOUR OWN DEVICE)
 At Homelands Senior Public School, we believe that technology can be a powerful tool to enhance learning. Technology enables students to assess information and collaborate with others across the school, community and internet. We believe all students, staff and parents must be good digital citizens by following standards of acceptable use when using either school-owned technology (software, hardware, network), or their own personal device for school purposes while enrolled at Homelands. It’s not just about “digital citizenship” at school . . . . it’s about digital citizenship in LIFE! All students at Homelands must have a current Homelands Technology User Agreement signed and in place prior to being allowed access to computers and wifi data via personal and/or school owned devices (e.g., IPads, SMART phones, etc). This declaration outlines the standards of acceptable use for students choosing to bring in a personal device. Once signed, it will act as an agreement between Homelands Sr. P.S. and:
 Student’s name (print) Student’s parent/guardian’s name (print) This declaration must be reviewed and signed by both the student and his or her parent/guardian in order for the student to use their own personal devices in school. This may include a laptop computer, netbook, cell phone, ipod touch, or any other device that has wireless access to the internet. Please note: Devices that are not of instructional use in the classroom (such as Nintendo DS games) are not included in this agreement, and are not permitted at school. This agreement is valid and in effect for the current school year 2017/2018.
 Student Declaration
 As a student at Homelands Sr. P.S. I value having access to technology to support my learning. I know that along with this privilege goes great responsibility. To demonstrate my commitment and understanding of the level of responsibility required, I have initialed each of the expectations and guidelines listed below. (Note: each item must be initialed by the student and his/her parent/guardian to show that together they have reviewed each item and the student will abide by the rules and expectations laid out for technology use.)
 If it doesn’t feel right, don’t do it! Follow your conscience and use social media to share ideas and information
 that inspires or builds spirit . . . . not in ways that make people feel bad about
 themselves
 *** For student & parent signature (2 pages)
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Students at this school may bring their own personal electronic devices which may be able to connect to the school wireless network. When at school, all of the above conditions apply to these student-owned, personal electronic devices, in addition to the following: Student Parent/Guardian Initials initial’s
 I will only connect to the school wireless network, and NOT to the school’s wired network, nor any other (external) wireless network, even though other networks from the neighbourhood might be visible inside the school.
 I will use my device for learning purposes and only when authorized by the teacher, or other school staff.
 I will turn off all peer-to-peer (music/video/file-sharing) software or web-hosting services on my device while connected to the school wireless network and respect the personal information of others.
 I will use the student-owned device in class only with the teacher’s expressed permission.
 I understand the security, care, and maintenance of my device is my responsibility. I will securely store my device when not in use.
 I understand the school and district technology staff members may access my personal electronic device if there are reasonable grounds to believe there has been a breach of school rules or discipline policies and that a search of the device would reveal evidence of the breach. This may include, but is not limited to, audio and video recording, photographs taken on school property that violate the privacy of others, and issues regarding bullying, etc.
 I will exercise respect and thoughtfulness and not use my device to record (audio and/or video) other students, teachers or other individuals without their expressed permission and under no circumstances will I post audio or video data of any individual on any social or other media network. I will use technology in accordance with Homelands’ standards for the Acceptable Use of Technology, as well as the Board’s Policies.
 This is to certify that I (print student’s name), _______________________________________ have read, understand, and will abide by all of the requirements set forth in this agreement. I agree that, should I fail to keep my commitment to uphold the standards listed above, I will have my school network and/or school computer privileges revoked, either temporarily or permanently. I understand that there may be other disciplinary consequences if I breach these school rules if a search of the computer/device reveals this breach. I have reviewed this document and initialed each paragraph with my child. I have discussed the importance of this agreement with my child. My child understands the expectations and responsibilities associated with the proper care and handling of personal devices while at school, as well as the appropriate and ethical use of technology at Homelands Sr. P.S. My child clearly understands that the consequences of not upholding his/her responsibilities will result in his/her technology privileges being withdrawn. __________________________________ ___________________________________ Parent/Guardian signature Date
 __________________________________ ___________________________________ Student signature Date
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Procedures help keep students safe at school
 Dear Families, Peel schools provide a safe environment for students and staff to learn and work. The board has many
 procedures to ensure safety including regular fire drills, evacuation plans, criminal record checks for new staff and volunteers, and lockdown, hold and secure and shelter in place drills. Together with Peel Police, OPP and the Dufferin-Peel Catholic School Board, the board developed procedures for critical situations including lockdowns, hold and secure, shelter in place and bomb threats in order to help keep schools safe during a potentially serious or violent incident. Every school will review the key points of the lockdown process with students. We rehearse the drill twice per year to make sure staff and students know what to do if we have to initiate a lockdown. During the rehearsal, the principal will make an announcement to "initiate lockdown procedure." The school bell will ring continuously for a period of time and our goal is to make the school appear vacated. Students and staff inside the school will:
 go to the closest room, close the door and lock it, if possible
 turn off the lights and lie down on the floor away from doors and windows
 remain on the floor quietly until further directions are given Students and staff outside the school will:
 move as far away from the building as possible
 remain outside until further directions are given Depending on the situation, students and staff outside the building may be directed to an evacuation site. When the rehearsal is over, the principal will make another announcement. Important things to note when an emergency occurs
 1. Students and staff must not use cell phones It is important to note that in these critical situations, safety is our number one priority. During rehearsals or in real critical situations, Peel Police have advised that cell phone usage can cause more safety risks and danger than benefits. We recognize that when an emergency occurs, students and staff may feel the need to communicate immediately with their families. However, increased cellular traffic in these critical situations can result in more dangers and the following consequences:
 - Cause signal delays for emergency services to attend to the situation. - Prevents police from being able to communicate with each other and other important personnel in a
 timely manner. - Public posts and messages may identify where individuals are in the building and a pose a safety risk. - Cell phones can create a safety hazard by attracting attention to the area of the school where the phone
 is being used. Parents are requested to NOT call the school or your child’s cell phone during emergency procedures.
 2. How parents can get updates during emergency procedures
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There are a number of ways that parents can stay connected and get important, timely updates in the unlikely event of an actual lockdown, hold and secure, shelter in place or bomb threat. We will try to make every effort to keep parents informed using the methods listed below.
 - Monitor your child’s school website. - Get updates by following posts on the Peel District School Board Twitter account (@Peelschools),
 www.twitter.com/peelschools - Visit www.peelschools.org. All important updates are posted on the homepage under the What’s New
 section. - Listen to local media
 3. Parents are requested NOT to go to the school
 In the unlikely event of an actual lockdown, hold and secure, shelter in place or bomb threat, police ask that parents do not go to the school. For safety reasons, you will not be allowed to enter a school that is in lockdown, hold and secure or shelter in place and students and staff cannot leave the school. In some cases, police will designate a Parent Information Site for you to attend and get up-to-date, accurate information. Please monitor your child’s school website and do not come to the school unless requested to do so. If you have any questions about our lockdown drill, or any of the procedures we have in place to keep students and staff safe, please call the school.
 Immunize your grade 7 children for better health with the HPV-9 vaccine On August 17th, 2017, the Ministry of Health and Long Term Care announced that HPV-9 vaccine will replace the HPV-4 vaccine for grade 7 students starting on September 5th, 2017. You may recall completing an immunization consent form for your child to receive Hepatitis B, Meningococcal ACYW-135 and HPV-4 vaccines in the spring. Since HPV-4 vaccine will no longer be offered, we require your consent to immunize your child for HPV-9. If you have already spoken to a Peel Public Health Nurse and provided verbal consent for HPV-9, please disregard the consent form that will be sent home at the beginning of the year. The HPV-9 vaccine provides protection against nine strains of HPV. A fact sheet with more information on the HPV disease will also be provided to each student for parents. Please review the fact sheet with your child and return the signed consent form to the school. Completed consents will be given to Peel Public Health Nurses who will give the vaccines at clinics held in your child’s school this school year. If you have questions, you can find more information on our website at www.immunizepeel.ca or you can talk to a Peel Public Health Nurse at 905-799-7700. Caledon residents can call toll-free at 905-584-2216.
 http://www.twitter.com/peelschools
 http://www.peelschools.org/
 http://www.immunizepeel.ca/
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