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JENSEN READING AND RESPONDING HOLE IN MY LIFE JOURNAL 1
 Name: _______________________
 Student Journal
 Hole in My Lifeby Jack Gantos
 Reading Schedule
 Hole In My Life Readings Student Journal Due Date
 Introduction Pages 2-4
 Part 1Chapters 1 &2“Look Straight Ahead”&” Misfit” Chapters 3 & 4“King’s Court”&” Pair of Jacks”Part 2 Chapters 1 & 2“St. Croix”&“Bon Voyage”Chapters 3 & 4“Ship’s Log”&”I Love New York”Part 3Chapters 1 & 2“Evidence”&” Face-To-Face”Chapters 3 & 4“A Long, Long Day”&” My Yellow Cell”Chapters 5 & 6“Drug Lust”&” Marking Time”Chapters 7 & 8“Getting Out”&” Closed Book”
 How can negative experiences have a positive impact on one’s life?
 “I have learned this: it is not what one does that is wrong, but what one becomes as a consequence of it.” - Oscar Wilde

Page 2
                        

Hole In My Life
 Getting StartedGantos used books to comfort himself in times of trouble, to distract him from his problems. How can reading be both beneficial and detrimental? Can you think of examples from your
 own life that mirror this conflicted view? Are there other elements in your life that are similar? For instance, what about the positive and negative effects of the Internet? surfing? television?
 Make notes on the original question – is there a time when too much of a good thing is bad?
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Make notes on Gantos use of books to escape from his problems. What are the positive aspects of doing this? Negative?
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Make notes on your own experience.__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 2
 Consider this…..Is there a time when too much of a
 good thing is bad?
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 IntroductionThe Title
 Quite often the title of a book can give you some insight into what you as the reader can expect from the story. It may also help you gain understanding into the thoughts and feelings of the author.
 Consider the title: HOLE IN MY LIFE. What is the significance of the title?
 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 What would cause a “hole” in someone’s life?
 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Take a look at the table of contents (also found in the reading schedule). What conclusions can you make about the way the book is organized? What important events do you think may occur in each section?
 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 3
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 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Introduction: Key ConceptsDefinition Map- Reading #1
 Study the Definition Map for slight. Write a sentence using the word slight._________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Definition Map for slight
 4
 Key Concepts
 slightdespicablefeignedmisfitbarren
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 5
 Example Example What is it like?
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 Introduction: Key ConceptsDefinition Map- Reading #1
 Study the Definition Map for reputation. Write a sentence using the word reputation.._________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Definition Map for reputation
 6
 - overall quality or character as seen or judged by people in general within a communityWhat is it? reputation for telling the truth Example nosey neighborExample fame, distinction, recognition What is it like?Key Concepts
 slightdespicablefeignedmisfitbarren
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 Introduction: Key ConceptsDefinition Map- Reading #1
 Study the Definition Map for despicable. Write a sentence using the word despicable._________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Definition Map for despicable
 7
 Example Example What is it like?Key Concepts
 slightdespicablefeignedmisfitbarren
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 Introduction: Key ConceptsDefinition Map- Reading #1
 Study the Definition Map for feigned. Write a sentence using the word feigned.._________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Definition Map for feigned
 8
 Example Example What is it like?Key Concepts
 slightdespicablefeignedmisfitbarren
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 Introduction: Key ConceptsDefinition Map- Reading #1
 Study the Definition Map for misfit. Write a sentence using the word misfit._________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Definition Map for misfit
 9
 Example Example What is it like?Key Concepts
 slightdespicablefeignedmisfitbarren
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 Introduction: Key ConceptsDefinition Map- Reading #1
 Study the Definition Map for barren. Write a sentence using the word barren._________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Definition Map for barren
 Write a 1 to 2 sentence summary of the first reading using all five of the key concept words.
 10
 Example Example What is it like?Key Concepts
 slightdespicablefeignedmisfitbarren

Page 11
                        

Hole In My Life
 Respond to Part I-Chapters 1 &2Look Straight Ahead & Misfit
 1. Personal Connection-Jack said, “Someone once said anyone can be great under rosy circumstances, but the true test of character is measured by how well a person makes decisions during difficult times.” Think of a time when you were under a lot of pressure. What was it? What did you do? Were you surprised by your reaction? What did you learn from the experience?
 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 2. Cause and Effect-How did prison improve Jack’s potential to becomea writer?
 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 3. Irony-What was ironic about Jack’s father’s ability to spot the “outlaw class”?
 What might this suggest?________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 What was ironic about Jack’s time spent in prison? What suggestion might be made here?
 11
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 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Respond to Part I-Chapters 1 &2Look Straight Ahead & Misfit
 Inference-List the major events of chapter 2 and their immediate impact on Jack’s life. How do these events contribute to Gantos’s eventual arrest?Respond on the following page.
 12
 Event
 Immediate Impact
 Immediate Impact
 Event
 Immediate ImpactEvent
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 Respond to Part I-Chapters 1 &2Look Straight Ahead & Misfit
 How do these events contribute to Gantos’s eventual arrest?
 13
 Event Immediate Impact
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 Respond to Part I-Chapters 3 & 4King’s Court & Pair of Jacks
 1. Personal Connection- After Jack’s first experience with drugs, he says, “” I don’t have to do that again,” I said to myself. But I must not have been listening.” What prompted him to make that conclusion? Think of a time when you did something you knew you probably should not have. What compelled you to do it even though you knew it was wrong or there would be negative consequences as a result of it?
 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 2.Irony-What was ironic about Jack’s school?________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 3. Compare/ Contrast- Create a Venn Diagram comparing a school to a prison.
 School Prison
 14
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 Respond to Part I-Chapters 3 & 4King’s Court & Pair of Jacks
 4. Vocabulary- Part of Jack’s journal was dedicated to vocabulary. Choose twoof Jack’s words from the list on the right and complete a map for each.
 Write a sentence for your choice word as it might relate to the story.________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Word ______________________________
 15
 Vocabulary Wordsviscousimpunityparoxysmunctuousperfidiouslugubrious
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 Respond to Part I-Chapters 3 & 4King’s Court & Pair of Jacks
 16
 Example Example What is it like?Vocabulary Wordsviscousimpunityparoxysmunctuousperfidiouslugubrious

Page 17
                        

Hole In My Life
 4. Vocabulary- Part of Jack’s journal was dedicated to vocabulary. Choose twoof Jack’s words from the list on the right and complete a map for each.
 Write a sentence for your choice word as it might relate to the story.________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Word _____________________________
 Respond to Part I-Chapters 3 & 4King’s Court & Pair of Jacks
 17
 What is it?
 Example Example
 Example
 What is it like?
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 6. Literary Term- Maxim: A maxim is a short, pithy statement expressing a general truth or rule of conduct: the general truth or rule of conduct.
 Example- Actions speak louder than words.
 Jack’s maxim is that the best way to predict the future is to create it.
 What does this mean? How does it relate to what he is experiencing at this time in his life?
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Find your own maxim and explain its importance to you.
 Maxim ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Importance____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 18
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 Respond to Part 2-Chapters 1 &2St Croix & Bon Vonage
 1. Personal Connection- Jack goes out of his way to make sure that Hamilton and Rik are not around when his father comes to check out the boat. Why? Think of a time when you hid the truth from someone. What was it? What were your thoughts? Concerns?
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 2. Foreshadowing- What events at the beginning of this reading might suggest the outcome of the voyage? (Chapter 2:1)
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 3. Inference- How much influence do you think Jack’s desire to leave the island played in his decision to accept the job?
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 How much influence do you think this desire to get off the island played in Jack’s father’s reaction to this job opportunity?
 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 19
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 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Respond to Part 2-Chapters 3&4Ship’s Log & Love New York
 1. Personal Connection- Jack said, “ I’m not doing anything wrong. I’m just afraid of getting caught.” How do you think the world would be different if there were no consequences?
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 2. Sequence-List the major events in the chapter Love New York that suggests that things are about to take a turn for the worse. How is each event explained away?
 Event Explanation
 20
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 Respond to Part II-Chapters 3 & 4Ship’s Log & Love New York
 3. Inference- Why do you think Jack does not leave when he had the chance? Give specific evidence from the story to support your answer.
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 4. Prediction- How do you think Jack will get caught? What evidence do you have to support your prediction?
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 21
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 Respond to Part II-Chapters 3 & 4Ship’s Log & Love New York
 5. Character analysis/perspective- Explain what each person did and what this tells you about the character and why they would take the risk of smuggling drugs.
 Character Background Information
 Personal Involvement
 Risk Factor
 Jack
 Hamilton
 Rik
 22
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 Respond to Part III-Chapters 1 & 2Evidence & Face-to-Face
 1. Personal Response Jack is finally caught for his participation in the drug smuggling operation. How does he react? What are his feelings? Think of a time when you were caught doing something you were not suppose to. What was it? How did you feel immediately after being caught? What about later on when you had a chance to think about it, did your feelings change?
 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 2. Vocabulary: Context Clues- Often we can find the meaning of a word by looking at the information surrounding it. Use the information
 23
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 from the quote to help you define the word in italics. Next explain what context clues led you to your conclusion.
 “Where the ---- are you?” he shouted back. Before I could answer he went into a harangue.
 Your definition ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Context clues ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Respond to Part III-Chapters 1 & 2Evidence & Face-to-Face
 “Well, do it,” he persisted. “Besides your mother is suffering overtime. God only knows why she loves an ingrate like you, but she does.”
 Your definition ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Context clues ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 “The prisoners had taken over the prison and were asking for amnesty. Wicker and Kunstler were helping to negotiate. But Governor Rockefeller was tired of talking and called in the troops.
 24
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 Your definition ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Context clues ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 3. Inference- Jack says that it was easier to pick at the scabs on his face than to put pen to paper. Why do you think he felt this way? What challenges of writing do you think he was facing that made it difficult for him to write?
 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Respond to Part III-Chapters 3 & 4A Long, Long Day & My Yellow Cell
 1. Personal Response Jack finally begins to feel the weight of behavior while he is talking with his father after his sentencing. Why do you think it took him so long to consider someone else? Think of a time when you made a choice that had a negative impact on someone else. How did they react to you? What did you feel before you made the decision? After?
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 25
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 2. Cause and Effect- When Jack was moved to the federal prison, they discovered that he had lice. Complete the chart below to determinewhy was this a positive thing for Gantos.
 Respond to Part III-Chapters 3 & 4A Long, Long Day & My Yellow Cell
 3. Inference-We often associate color with emotions or things. Complete the chart below about color and answer the question below.
 Color Emotions Examples
 Red
 Blue
 Green
 26
 Event
 Immediate Impact
 Immediate Impact
 Event
 Why was this positive for Jack?Event
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 Yellow
 What is ironic about the color of Jack’s cell? Why? What color were you expecting? Why?
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Respond to Part III-Chapters 3 & 4Drug Lust & Marking Time
 1. Personal Response- Jack has served 150 days and has learned that he will serve at least another two years. He counts off days in units of seven and says “I was torn between thinking that another week of my life had been lost and that I was one week closer to my exit.” What do you do when you forced to wait for something? How do you keep yourself patient while you wait?
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 27
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 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 2. Inference- Jack finally recognizes that he does have something to write about and that he had been running away from the more serious subjects even before prison. How does Jack’s prison experience help him come to this conclusion?
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Make a list of five events that you have experienced that you think might make a great story.
 1.
 2.
 3.
 4.
 5.Respond to Part III-Chapters 7 & 8Getting Out & Closed Book
 1. Personal Connection- Jack is finally released from prison after serving 18 months of what could have been a six year sentence. Think of a time when you waited anxiously for something to happen. What
 28
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 was it? What were your thoughts while you waited? What were your thoughts after your received it?
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Give your final reaction/ reflection of the book. Consider the following:
 What were you able to take from the book?What was the most moving part of the book for you?What did you not like about the book?
 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Hole In My Life – Final Assessment
 29
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 “I have learned this: it is not what one does that is wrong, but what one becomes as a consequence of it.”- Oscar Wilde
 Returning to the quote found at the beginning of this packet, how does this quote reflect the major theme of this book? How can negative experiences have a positive impact on one’s life? How does Gantos change as a result of what he has done wrong? What does he “become” that might not have happened without his experiences in prison? What other examples are there that illustrate the same lesson? What lesson were you able to take from the story?
 Your response should be a 2-3 page typed, double-spaced essay. Be sure to use quotes and examples from the story to support your response. Consider the outline below to help you organize your ideas.
 Theme
 Explanation
 Gantos Experience
 Before w/explanation
 After w/explanation
 Personal Connection/ Reflection
 30
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