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HAITI
 Abstract:
 Haiti is the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere and is currently ranked 148th in the HDI rankings. There is a long chain of reasons, all inter-linked in some way, for Haiti’s low level of development which can be traced back to 1492 when Columbus first landed on the island on Hispanola. Today, events like the 2010 earthquake are continuing to hinder their development and, perhaps, even causing them to under develop but hope for the future does exist.
 Introduction:
 Haiti is on a Caribbean island, located between the Caribbean
 Sea and the North Atlantic Ocean. It is situated to the western,
 one-third, of the island, to the west of the Dominican Republic.
 Haiti is the 3rd largest country in the Caribbean, behind Cuba
 and the Dominican Republic. It is 27,750 sq km in size, of which
 27,560sq km is land (leaving 190 sq km of water). It has
 1,771km of coastline which, accompanied with its relatively
 close proximity to the USA, has been vital for the establishment of trade. Much of the terrain is
 rough and mountainous, with a tropical climate, and, in 1925, 60% of the country was covered in
 forests. Since then, the population has reduced the amount of forest by 98%, mainly to provide a
 fuel source. In some regions, this has led to desertification and, across the country, increased the risk
 of landslides and flooding. Haiti became the world's first black-led republic and the first independent
 Caribbean state when it fought for and won freedom from French colonial rule and slavery in the
 early 19th century. Decades of poverty, environmental degradation, violence, corruption, political
 instability and dictatorial rule followed; resulting in Haiti becoming the poorest nation out of the
 Americas. Many share the Voodoo belief, with Christianity being the dominate religion, whilst the
 main languages spoken are French and Creole.
 Brief History (see timeline for more detail):
 Before Columbus discovered the island of Hispanola in 1492, it was inhabited by numerous native groups. However after Columbus landed, the native population was soon wiped out by the lethal
 1
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Haiti_(orthographic_projection).svg
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combination of warfare and the introduction of European diseases. The fertile lands of Haiti made it a popular location for the development of sugar cane plantations and with this came the slave trade. In terms of the long term impacts of this, not only did it have the obvious social impacts and kick start the political instability which has been forever present throughout Haiti’s history, but, it also provoked the clearance of much of the forests, leaving the land vulnerable to erosion and degradation – a problem that has only continued to escalate ever since. In the 1700’s, Spain and France divided Hispanola, with the western one third of the island becoming Haiti. Slavery remained present in Haiti until 1804 when the slaves revolted and created the first black republic. The USA, at this time, continued to condone the slave trade and so Haiti’s freedom was not commonly recognized, leaving them isolated from much of the developed world. Over the last 200 years, foreign commercial interests have taken a dictatorial control over Haiti’s economy, resulting in the formation of a dominant upper class which has only increased the gap between the rich and the poor. Despite the fact that Haiti started its development with the North and South doing so separately; the nation has unified, politically, over the last 100 years. Over this time period they have experienced numerous changes in rule from democratic leaders to ruthless dictators, each one being replaced as the result of a coup. This has greatly hindered development as it more often than not resulted in civil unrest and riots which claimed the lives of many. The USA have had a close link with Haiti throughout its history, especially between the years 1915 to 1934 when, in the interests of the investments placed in Haiti by the USA, they increased their military presence, killing thousands of the rebels believed to be threatening the infrastructure the USA had put in place. Further unrest has occurred over the last 50 years (see timeline for more information) and the Haiti that exists today is a result, in part, of this. The health care and education service is limited and that which does exist is mainly provided by missionary projects. Haiti’s trade history is not that great either and the embargoes that have been imposed by the USA have been very detrimental in terms of development and greatly restricted the creation and maintenance of industry and infrastructure. As such, Haiti relies on imports, especially of food, much of which is donated by the UN.
 Politics:
 Haiti has a semi-presidential republic country where the elected leader is the head of state (democratic country). However in Haiti political corruption is a common problem for example in 2006 Haiti was ranked the most corrupt country in the world. The president of Haiti is René Préval. The political unrest in Haiti since around 1980’s has all but destroyed the chances of the tourist industry contributing to the country’s economy. Law making in Haiti is divided between the government and the two chambers of the national assembly. The government is unilateral, meaning central government gives powers to local government departments without the need for their consent. This structure has been in place since March 29th 1987. So economically speaking Haiti does not have much to offer therefore the country is underdeveloped and needs major political reform and investment to change Haiti from underdeveloped to a developing country.
 Climate:
 The climate in Haiti is one of a tropical nature with temperatures in January ranging from 23°C to 31°C and in July between 25°C and 35°C and, like many other tropical climates, is characterized by
 2
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its diurnal temperature variations. There are two rainy seasons, April-June and October-November, but, across the country, the rainfall pattern varies. Generally the rain is heavier in the lowlands on the northern and eastern regions of the country. Port-au-Prince, the capital receives an average annual rainfall of 137cm. In the east, semi-arid conditions are present as the mountains cut off the trade winds. Haiti are very prone, and more so since the large scale deforestation, to periodic droughts and floods and, because they lay in the hurricane belt, they also experience hurricanes and tropical storms.
 Natural Hazards:
 Tectonics: Haiti, including its capital city Port-au-Prince, lies on the Caribbean tectonic plate which is sandwiched between the North American plate. The Caribbean plate is moving east, in relation to the North American plate, and as it does, it causes stress to build up, in the form of elastic strain. When this stress exceeds the strength of the crust, it provokes a sudden rupture where the accumulated energy is released, primarily, in the form of seismic waves. Due to this Haiti is prone to earthquakes; something that has significantly hindered its development.
 The last major earthquake experienced by Haiti was in 2010 and, due to the complexity of tectonics, it has been debated as to what was responsible for the earthquake. However, recently, it has been discovered that a previously unmapped fault was responsible for the 7.0 quake that hit Haiti on January 12th, opposed to the previously blamed “Enriquillo” fault. Earthquakes usually occur along faults (cracks in the rock plates of the earth’s crust) and in this earthquake a 25 mile-long segment of this fault ruptured. In the case of the Haiti quake, the Caribbean and North American plates move past each other in an East-West direction. This is known as a “slip-strike boundary” or a “vertical fracture” and occurs when the plates have mostly moved horizontally. The preliminary reports suggested that the earthquake that devastated Haiti occurred at the Enriquillo fault that runs right through Haiti and is situated along the boundary between the Caribbean and North American plates. This was based on preliminary observations and previous studies suggesting this fault was primed for a rupture. The research team found, however, that some of the faults in the area where moving in unexpected directions. The Enriquillo fault is what's known as a vertical fault, but the new data suggests that the earthquake did not happen on a
 3
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vertical fault, and that most if not all of the slip was on the unmapped fault. The Enriquillo-Plantain Garden fault system (EPGFZ) has not produced a major earthquake in recent decades. The EPGFZ is the likely source of historical large earthquakes in 1860, 1770 and 1751, though none of these has been confirmed in the field as associated with this fault. Scientists aren't sure exactly how dangerous this unmapped fault is. It may be possible that the unmapped fault is part of a whole fault system that was not known before, and there is on-going research to learn more. There is nothing particularly unusual about this earthquake given the tectonic context. Unfortunately, however, Haiti is a very poor country - one of the poorest and least developed in the world - so unfortunately, its government was not in a position to really do much to prepare for the inevitable large earthquake, leaving tens of thousands to suffer the consequences.
 The level of devastation caused by the 2010 earthquake in Haiti was caused primarily from the nature of the earthquake, due to it taking place in shallow rock just below the surface. This has resulted in the wave energy hitting the surface of the land with full force, instead of being dissipated through rock underground like many other earthquakes, often ones on a greater magnitude such as the recent earthquake in Chile where further casualties were also prevented due to a higher level of development. Due to Haiti’s low level of development, the quality of the built environment is very poor, with many buildings constructed of substandard materials or brittle stone such as sandstone which crumbles to dust as a result of earthquake movement. The leads to what is known as “pancaking” where walls collapse and compact the floor of buildings together and trapping all those inside. Haiti’s low level of development furthered the damage caused by the earthquake. Not only were the buildings unable to sustainable their structure but the population density in the areas affected meant that more people were at risk of the collapsing buildings. Health care, like in any developing country, is poor and under much strain and 1 in 15 people, who were affected by the earthquake, died. Also a lack of education, demonstrated by the general public not knowing how to react and the emergency services failure to collectively launch an immediate, efficient and effective rescue effort greatly increased the impacts of the earthquake. It is estimated that around 230,000 people died as a result of the earthquake, with the secondary impacts claiming many more lives. The cholera outbreak killed more than 5,500 people whilst affecting 363,000. The source of this outbreak has been heavily debated, although recent reports suggest that it was brought over by Nepalese peacekeepers. The fact that this was the first earthquake, of this size, experienced for over 100 years was another contributing factor in the exaggeration the scale of the disaster. Countries that frequently experience such disasters are normally more prepared for them – something which Haiti certainly wasn’t.
 Other Natural Hazards: Earthquakes are not the only natural hazards experienced in Haiti. Throughout their history they have experienced their fair share of tropical storms and hurricanes which, along with the devastation created by earthquakes, has heavily hindered this nation’s development.
 Tropical Storms and Hurricanes have hit Haiti numerous times over the last 100 years and, similarly to the problems with dealing with earthquakes mentioned above, they have not been prepared to deal with these climatic hazards either. Again, not only has the low level of development restricted their ability to prepare and deal with the aftermath of such events but the events themselves have only further set back the nation’s development as a direct result. With earthquakes the lack of adherence, or perhaps even existence, to building/planning regulations was an influential factor in
 4
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determining the overall destruction caused by the earthquake. With the climatic hazards that Haiti experiences, unsustainable practices in reference to deforestation, play a similar role. Large scale deforestation has occurred across the country, mainly to provide fuelwood and clear land for farming, and has left the country very susceptible to landslides and flooding.
 Natural Hazards play an influential role in determining development of any country that is affected by them, however frequently. For Haiti, the role played by the occurrence of natural hazards in their development has been huge as they are simply not prepared to deal with them. This is something common with many of least developed countries in the world who experience such events as without a stable economy, money cannot be invested into education, health care or safe infrastructure and so the secondary impacts of a natural disaster are huge and the recovery effort is often delayed and limited. The result is that the development of the country goes backwards instead of forwards – therefore having a negative multiplier effect on development. Learning to live with the threat of earthquakes and hurricanes, amongst other natural disasters, occurring is something that, if they are to develop, Haiti is going to have to accomplish.
 5
 1770 - Earthquake devastates Port-au-Prince
 1842 - Quake destroys Cap-Haitien, other cities
 1935 - Storm kills 2,000
 1946 - Tsunami kills 1,790
 1954 - Hurricane Hazel kills hundreds
 1963 - Hurricane Flora kills 6,000 in Haiti and Cuba
 1994 - Hurricane Gordon kills hundreds
 1998 - Hurricane Georges destroys 80% of crops
 2004 - Floods kill 2,600
 2004 - Tropical Storm Jeanne kills 1,900
 2007 - Tropical Storm Noel triggers mudslides, floods
 2008 - Three hurricanes and tropical storm kill 800
 2010 - Quake hits Port-au-Prince, killing tens of thousands. Cholera outbreak kills more than 2,500
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Population:
 Haiti could be said to be in Stage 2 of the Demographic Transition Model due to a large youthful population – half of the population is under the age of 20. In the year 2000, Haiti had just over 1.1 million children aged 0-4 in the population pyramid which suggests that there is a high birth rate. In the same year, there were 600,000 female children aged 0-4 creating a wide base on the population pyramid; this is an indicator that Haiti is an LEDC country. However, by 2010, there were only 500,000 female children aged 10-14 in the population, which suggests that Haitians have a poor quality of life - resulting from a range of social factors such poor access to clean water, inadequate healthcare facilities and a poor education system; they are all typical indicators of an LEDC country resulting in a high death rate. Based on this Haiti could be said to be in Stage 1 of the DTM and not Stage 2 as previously thought.
 6
 Population = 10.2million
 Life Expectancy = 60 years (men) and 64 years (women)
 CBR = 29.1 births/1000 population
 CDR = 8.65 deaths/1000 population
 IMR = 59.69 deaths/ 1000 live births
 TFR = 3.81
 Age Structure = 38.1% aged 0-14 years, 58.5% aged 15-64 years and 3.4% aged 65 and over
 Sex ratio = 0.98male/female
 Population growth rate = 1.838%
 Net migration rate = -2.07 migrants/1000 population
 Rate of urbanization = 4.5% annual rate of change
 Population density = 250 people per sq km
 From these two pyramids you can gain an insight into how the population structure of Haiti has changed over the last 10 years. The most obvious difference is the increase in the CBR, demonstrated by a wider base. The rest of the pyramid has not changed greatly as both indicate a low life expectancy and high death rate. A more recent population pyramid would show a bite in the population as a direct result of the 2010 earthquake.
 Migration into and out of Haiti does not occur to an extent that it would make a difference to the population pyramids (would be reflected by bites and bulges in the pyramids). Many in Haiti simply cannot afford to migrate to neighbouring countries.
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As a result of the recent earthquake in Haiti, the death rate has been temporarily increased and the population size decreased; one possible reason for Haiti moving backwards a stage in the DTM.
 With much of Haiti being mountainous, and some parts uninhabitable, the most densely populated areas are the cities, coastal plains and valleys. This high population density, especially in the urban areas, accompanied by a high rate of urbanization, has led to the formation of shanty towns which have many environmental and social detrimental impacts on the area whilst also increasing the damage caused by events such as the 2010 earthquake.
 Education:
 The educational system of Haiti is very similar to that of the French system. In Haiti there are estimated to be 15,200 primary schools with 90% of then being managed by NGO’s, religious organisations or the local communities. Only 67% of children enrol at primary school and once they reach secondary school age this figure drops drastically to only 20%. This is reflected in Haiti’s literacy rate which currently stands at 52.9%. This is due to a lack of funding as Haiti is ranked 177th out of 186, in relation to its spending on education. Therefore much of the limited education services that are present in Haiti are provided for by missionary projects.
 Tourism:
 Haiti is the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere and is located approximately 750 miles South-East of Florida and just to the East of Cuba. In recent years Haiti’s tourism has been as gradually rising each year with a few odd exceptions in 2003 when the tourism statistics dropped from 11,312 to 7,659. One advantage of visiting Haiti is how hot the climate is in the summer and many tourists visit just because of the weather. In 2005 it was estimated that 6,720 people visited Haiti that year and had been gradually rising ever since until an earthquake occurred on 12th January 2010 measuring 7.0 which was closely followed by 30 aftershocks. This devastating news began to be known all around the world. So this began to have a big impact on Haiti’s tourism straight away; people were deciding not to go on holiday to Haiti and that they would prefer to go somewhere else
 7
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just in case another natural disaster occurred when they were over there. The US State Department continually warns people who travel to Haiti as the rescue effort after natural disasters is poor, much of the infrastructure is unsafe and the situation in Haiti, due in part to insufficient aid, is not getting better. However, once the reconstruction work is completed, Haiti will have a lot to offer as a tourist destination. Utilising this to the maximum will help generate revenue, create jobs and improve infrastructure and so is, perhaps, one of the best steps forward, in terms of development, that Haiti could take.
 Economic activity:
 Haiti is the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere with 80% of its population living under the poverty line and 54% in abject poverty. Two-thirds of all Haitians depend on the agricultural sector, this mainly being subsistence farming, meaning that they are very vulnerable to damage from the frequent natural disasters which are only made worse by the widespread deforestation. It is not only the agricultural sector that has been affected by natural disasters but, for example, the 2008 tropical storms caused significant damage to infrastructure and industry.
 Purchasing power parity fell 8% in 2010 ($12.15 billion to $11.18 billion) GDP per capita is $1,200 They are rated 145 out of 182 on the HDI (57.3% of the population being deprived of at least
 3 of the poverty measures) 225,000 children are made to be Restavecs (unpaid household servants, considered modern
 day slavery) 66% of Haitians work in the agricultural industry, which makes up 33% of their GDP. Haitians richest 1% own half of the country’s wealth.
 Trade has played a very influential role in the economic development of Haiti and, because the level and success of trade has been reliant on the political stability of this country, politics too has played a significant role.
 Agriculture used to provide around 52% of the goods that were exported from Haiti but since the 1980s this figure has dropped to less than 24%.
 The majority (86% in 1998) of Haiti’s manufactured exports are sent to the USA because they have duty-free entry and, in return, the USA provides Haiti with 60% of the items they import. However, this relationship has not always been as productive. During the trade embargo in 1991-1994, trade with the USA substantially decreased and this caused huge problems, in terms of development, in Haiti. As a result of this fall in trade, a sort of black market was created where contraband was exchanged between the Haiti and Dominican Republic border and economic hardship was experienced by many. This informal trade is important to the informal business sector and does provide many with the income they so desperately require but, this does not show up on any official financial records and so the extent of this sector and the impacts it has on the Haitian people is hard to calculate.
 Most of their exports in coffee, mangoes and essential oils are sent to Europe. France and Italy are the biggest consumers of Haitian coffee as they as purchase 3% and 4%, respectively, of the
 8
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country’s total coffee exports. On a whole, exports have generally increased since 1986 when the government removed the export tax on items such as sisal and coffee.
 The items imported into Haiti are largely food items (19%), then followed by manufacturing (16%), petroleum (13%), 10% chemicals and 10% edible oils. Since the last major earthquake this has changed slightly as Haiti are no longer able to pay for these imports. Instead they are more reliant on aid which provides them with the food, which they once had to import.
 In 1999, Haitian exports totaled US$322 million, against imports of US$762 million, creating a deficit of US$440 million. This trade deficit is, partly, covered by the international aid received and by the remittance payments sent back by Haitians working abroad.
 The Way Forward:
 As a direct result of the earthquake, development in Haiti has been greatly hindered and so the first thing that needs to be done, to get them back on track, is to repair the damage caused to infrastructure – especially housing, road networks and sewer and sanitation works. Only once this has occurred can Haiti start to look to the future and develop further. One idea that is being considered is to concentrate on building and developing 5 cities, placed around the country, which would, hopefully, encourage people to move from the crowded government run camps into better, cleaner and safer areas. By doing this, it is believed that development and recovery can occur at the same time. Despite only focussing on 5 areas, the idea is that the development will then start to spread out of the cities to the surrounding areas. More political stability is also a must, if Haiti is to develop, as throughout their history, violence provoked by the instability has greatly impacted on trade, tourism, social development and economic development. With this, stricter laws on deforestation and the adherence of building regulations need to be incorporated. The neighbouring Dominican Republic has much tighter rules on deforestation and similar principles need to be implemented in Haiti to not only make sure it is developing environmentally but to also reduce the risk of flooding and landslides; two disasters that Haiti are very prone to due to their climate, location and the high deforestation rates. Another priority is education, in relation to the responses to natural disasters. In many other countries around the world they have education programmes, for both the general public and emergency services, which teach people how they should respond to disasters if they should occur. This would help reduce the impacts, especially the death toll, of the disaster and increase the recovery afterwards. By improving construction laws and methods the death toll and economic impacts of possible natural disasters in the future could be further reduced. One of the main issues in Haiti, following the 2010 earthquake, was the destruction caused to the infrastructure, much of which is still evident now, and the deaths which were caused by this destruction. Relying on one country, in this case primarily the USA is not a very sustainable, or reliable, option in terms of trade and history shows how much Haiti suffered when their relationship with the USA soured. Improving trading links with other countries would provide a more reliable source of income, and possibly a larger one, for the country. This extra money could then be used to improve education – something that is crucial in development, especially for a country like Haiti who has a youthful population, as, when equal opportunities are granted to both males and females, it reduces birth rates and often decreases death rates. Another obvious area for improvements is the health care service, something that was put under much strain as a result of the most recent earthquake.
 9
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Conclusion:
 There are numerous reasons as to why Haiti is at its current, low, level of development. Firstly, its history has influenced its development. Many countries that were colonialized in the past seem to have struggled with development and Haiti is no exception. Colonialism seems to build development on false foundations which, once independence is declared, are ripped from underneath them. This then leaves an unstable country with a power vacuum and, in the case of Haiti, is preceded by years and years of political and economic instability – two things that are inter-linked due to the reliance of successful trade on good international relationships. The political instability of Haiti has had an almost dictatorial role in Haiti’s development. It has resulted in civil unrest, the development of gang culture and most importantly the enforcement of trade embargoes imposed mainly by the USA. These embargoes have resulted in economic hardship for the general public and restricted Haiti’s ability to develop infrastructure and industry – two things that need to occur to aid and sustain development. Natural Hazards have clearly hindered Haiti’s development by destroying much of the limited services and infrastructure that the nation has created but this is not necessarily the most important factor in explaining the reasons for their development as many other countries have developed whilst experiencing similar events. Overall, it is the combination of all of the above reasons that explains why Haiti is at its current level of development but there is hope for the future. Political stability seems key as it should then allow for the development of more trade links which should develop the economy of this currently poor country, thus making it possible for education and health care services to be improved and made more widely accessible which, in turn, will improve their ability to deal with the potential aftermath of any future natural hazards.
 10
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Timeline of Key Events:
 1400
 11
 1492 – Christopher Columbus lands on the island, claiming it for Spain, and names it Hispaniola (or Little Spain).
 1496 – The Spanish develop the first European settlement in the southern hemisphere at Santo Domingo – which is now the capital of the Dominican Republic1697 – Spanish control over the colony ends with the
 Treaty of Ryswick which saw the division of the island into the French controlled west, St.Domingue, and the Spanish controlled east, Spanish Santo Domingue.
 1801 – A former black slave who became a guerrilla leader, Toussaint Louverture, conquers St. Dominque, abolishing slavery and proclaiming himself governor-general of an autonomous government over all Hispaniola.
 1791-1803 – A slave rebellion was launched by the Jamaican-born, Boukman, leading to a 13 year war if liberation against St.Domingue’s colonists and then Napoleon’s army which were assisted by Spanish and British forces.
 1803 – The Haitian blue and red flag is created by taking the French tricouleur, turning it on its side and removing the white band. January 1, 1804 – Haiti becomes independent, only
 the second Republic in the southern hemisphere, and the former slave, Jean-Jacques Dessalines, declares himself emperor. At this point, St.Domingue is named Haiti (meaning Land of the Mountains).
 1806 – Dessalines is assassinated and Haiti is divided into a black-controlled north and a mulatto-ruled south.
 1807-1820 - Civil war divides the country into the northern kingdom, led by Christophe, and the southern republic, governed by Petion.
 1818- Pierre Boyer unifies Haiti.
 1821 – Boyer invades Santo Domingo, following its independence from Spain, and the entire island becomes controlled by Haiti up until 1844.
 1915 – The USA invades Haiti following the increase in black-mulatto friction, which they believed was threatening the properties and investment they had placed in the country. The Marines, who were sent in by Wilson, forced the peasants to develop road networks.
 1934 – The Marines are withdrawn from Haiti, leaving behind the Haitian Armed Forces to keep control throughout the country.
 1937 – Thousands of Haitians living along the border with the Dominican Republic, are massacred by Dominican soldiers, under the orders of President General Trujillo.
 1956 – Following a military coup, the voodoo physician Francois (known as Papa Doc) seizes power and is then elected as president a year later.
 1964 – Duvalier declared himself president-for-life and establishes a dictatorship, with the help of the Tontons Macoutes militia. This coorupt Duvalier dictatorship resulted in tens of thousands of Haitians being killed or exiled.
 1971 – Duvalier dies and is succeeded by his 19-year-old son (known as Baby Doc) who declares that he will follow in the footsteps of his father (although, many consider him to be far more ruthless than his father ever was) and announces that he will be president-for-life. 1972 - The first Haitian ‘boat people’ fleeing the
 country, land in Florida.
 1976 – Protests against the repression of the nation’s press take place across the country.

Page 12
                        

12
 1970-1980 – Baby Doc exploits international assistance and seeks to attract investment leading to the establishment of textile-based assembly industries. Attempts by workers and political parties to organize are quickly and regularly crushed.
 1980 – Hundreds of human rights workers, journalists and lawyers are arrested and exiled from the country.
 1981 – International aid agencies declare Haitian pigs to be carriers of African Swine fever and this provoked a program that organised for their slaughter. The failure of attempts to replace the indigenous swine with imported breeds largely fail, causing wider spread hunger and despair in Haiti.
 1984 – Over 200 peasants are massacred at Jean Rabeau after demonstrating for access to land. The Haitian Bishops’ Confernce launched a nation-wide (but short lived) literacy program. Anti-government riots take place in all major towns.
 1985 - Massive anti-government demonstrations continue to take place around the country. Four schoolchildren are shot dead by soldiers, an event which further fuels the anti-government movement.
 1986 – Widespread protests against baby Doc provoke the US to arrange for him and his family to be exiled to France. Namphy, an army leader, heads the newly formed National Governing Council.
 1987 – The new constitution is overwhelmingly approved by the population but, after only a few hours, the November elections are abandoned after dozens are shot in the capital by the Tonon Macoute.
 1988 – Manigat is made President after the military controlled elections which were held in the January, By November the President has changed twice and now Avril is in power. Avril installs a civilian government under military control.
 1989 – Avril goes on a trade mission to Taiwan but relations between the two countries weaken after the fact that the Haitian nation cannot be held responsible for any contracts agreed by Avril, the trade mission fails. Avril orders huge repression against all political parties, unions, students and democratic organisations.
 1990 – A combination of an increase in protests and pressure from the American Ambassador force Avril to resign and he is replaced by the popular, due to his support of the poor, (he won 67.5% of the vote) parish priest, Aristide. Aristide was the first elected president in Haiti’s first free peaceful polls
 1991 - Aristide is ousted in a coup, led by Brigadier-General Raoul Cedras, triggering sanctions by the USA and the Organisation of American States. Over 1000 people were killed on the first day of the coup and, as a result, the OAS calls for a hemisphere-wide embargo.1994 – A military regime regains power as Haiti face
 an imminent US invasion. USA forces then oversee the transition back to a civilian government where Aristide becomes leader again.
 1995 – Gradually UN peacekeepers begin to replace the US troops. The parliamentary elections are won by Preval (who is from Aristide’s party) and he becomes president.1997-1999 – Serious political deadlock leads to the
 formation of a new government. In 1999 Preval declares that parliament’s term has expired and so begins to rule by decree, following a series of disagreements with deputies.
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 2008 – Aug to Sept: Haiti is hit by a series of storms and hurricanes which injure hundreds and claim 800 lives.
 Nov: A school in Port-au-Prince collapses with around 500 pupils and teachers in the school. The authorities blame it on poor construction.
 2008 – April: Food riots provoke the government to announce an emergency plan to cut the price of rice in the hope than it will halt the unrest.
 May: The USA and World Bank announce extra food aid (totalling $30m). After a plea from Preval for more police to help end the kidnappings-for-ransom, Brazil agrees to boost its peacekeeping force.
 2007 – UN troops launch a new tough offensive against armed gangs in Cite Soleil, one of Haiti’s biggest shanty towns.
 2006 – Feb: Preval is declared the winner of the presidential vote, after an agreement was reached over spoiled ballot papers, in the first general elections since 2004.
 June: A democratically-elected government takes office.
 Sept: The UN launch a scheme to encourage the disarmament of gangs in return for jobs and grants.
 Oct: The USA partially lift the arms embargo imposed in 1991.
 2005 – April: The rebel leader, Remissainthe, is killed by the police in the capital.
 July: Hurricane Dennis kills around 45 people.
 2004 – Jan to Feb: Celebrations mark 200 years of independence but this end up in a popular uprising against the president (who is then forced into exile) and then an interim government takes over.
 May: Severe flooding in the south, and parts of the Dominican Republic, leave more than 2000 dead.
 July: International donors pledge more than $1bn in aid.
 Sept: In the wake of the tropical storm Jeanne, around 3000 are killed by flooding in the north.
 End of 2004: Many more killings occur due to rising levels of political and gang related violence.
 2002 – Haiti is approved as a full member of the Caribbean Community trade bloc.
 2003 – Voodoo is recognised, on par with other faiths, as a religion.
 2001 – Presidential spokesman accuses former army officers of trying to overthrow the government after armed men attack and kill four police officers. In December, 30 armed men try to seize the National Palace, killing 12 people.
 2000 – Aristide is, for the second non-consecutive term, elected president albeit amid allegations of irregularities.
 World Bank and International Monetary Fund cancel $1.2bn (80%) of Haiti’s debt as they believe it has fulfilled the necessary economic reforms and reduced poverty.
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 2011 - Jan: Presidential election run-off vote scheduled to be held on 16
 January is postponed because of row over who should be on ballot.
 Former president Jean-Claude Duvalier returns from exile, faces
 corruption and human rights abuse charges.
 March: Michel Martelly wins presidential elections, according to
 provisional results.
 2010 - January: Up to 300,000 people are killed when a
 magnitude 7.0 earthquake hits the capital Port-au-Prince and its
 wider region - the worst in Haiti in 200 years. The US takes
 control of the main airport to ensure orderly arrival of aid
 flights.
 March: International donors pledge $5.3 billion for post-quake
 reconstruction at a donor conference at UN headquarters.
 July: Popular anger grows over slow pace of reconstruction six
 months after quake.
 Oct-Dec: Cholera outbreak claims over 2,500 lives and triggers
 violent protests.
 Nov: Presidential and parliamentary elections.
 Dec: Announcement of inconclusive provisional results of
 presidential election triggers violent protests.
 2011
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