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Greater Fort Worth Sierra Club
 SINGLE-USE BAG BAN CAMPAIGN
 Fort Worth Botanic Gardens, Arbor Day 2013
 CITY OF FORT WORTH
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PARTNERS…
 …and seeking more.
 TEXAS CITIZENS FOR THE ENVIRONMENT
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FACTS AND FIGURES
 That’s too many bags!
 According to the EPA, over 380 billion plastic bags, sacks and wraps are consumed in the U.S. each year.
 According to The Wall Street Journal, the U.S. goes through 100 billion plastic bags annually. (Estimated cost to retailers is $4 billion).
 Four out of five grocery bags in the U.S. are now plastic.
 The average family accumulates 60 plastic bags in only four trips to the grocery store.
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COST AND EFFECTSThe costs are too high, both financially and environmentally.
 Americans consume an estimated 335 plastic bags per person per year
 Single-use bag pollution costs local governments $0.40-$0.98 per person per year
 Plastic bags harm wildlife and our springs, rivers, gulf, and oceans
 Plastic bags can clog storm drains and water treatment plants
 West 7th Street
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PAPER OR PLASTIC: NEITHER!
 Go with canvas or cloth
 Each year the US consumes 10 billion paper grocery bags, requiring 14 million trees
 Manufacturing paper bags emits 80% more greenhouse gases than plastic bags and creates 50 times more water pollutionPaper bags must meet re-usability standards; certain thickness and weight; heavy-duty handles with at least 40% recycled content
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TEXAS ORDINANCESPotentially 20% of the population could be covered by bag ordinances!
 Eight communities in South, West and Central Texas have passed single-use bag ordinances.
 Passed ConsideringAustin Corpus ChristiBrownsville San AntonioFort Stockton El PasoSouth Padre KermitLaguna VistaFreerSunset ValleyLaredoPort Aransas
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Let’s join these cities and countries!
 Many U.S. cities have already enacted an ordinance to ban or reduce single-use bags.
 Santa Fe, NM Olympia, WA Outer Banks, NCPortland, OR San Francisco, CA Marshall County, IAHomer, AK State of Hawaii Seattle, WAChicago, IL Boulder, CO Portland, MEOver 60 cities in CA
 International BansIreland South AustraliaBangladeshHaiti Italy Ivory CoastMali Northern Ireland RwandaSouth Africa Tanzania Wales
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TESTIMONY
 This is good news…
 “The public was initially divided and skeptical about the ban, but now it is very popular, particularly with business leaders who are pleased about the elimination of litter.” – Art Rodriguez, City of Brownsville Health Department
 “As a Councilmember from Fort Stockton, who is also active in my local Tea Party group, local control is near and dear to me. I just want to be able to stop having to pick so many disposable bags off our mesquite trees and off of barbed wire fences.” – Darren Hodges, Fort Stockton Mayor Pro Tem
 “Estimated annual costs to manage plastic bag waste: $331,000 ‐ $804,000/year.” – Bob Gedert, Director Austin Resource Recovery (ARR)
 “Bags are now basically non-existent in right-of-way and street cleaning. Our litter abatement crews may now be able to expand their efforts into new areas.” – Vidal Maldonado, Litter Abatement Division Manager, ARR
 “Plastic ingestion is one real killer of cattle today with almost no known cure….. It is just a quiet and painful way for cattle to die with several difficult symptoms to confuse the issue.” – International Texas Longhorn Association
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OBJECTIVES
 It’s time to do something!
 Obtain partnersMeet with each city council member and the mayorEncourage organizations to sign the Open LetterRaise awareness in the communityEstablish an online petitionContact local retailers
 GOALThat the Fort Worth City Council consider a single-use disposable bag ordinance that would phase out all such bags.
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PROGRESS
 We’re getting there…and we need your help!
 Partnered with many organizations…seeking more
 Purchased and handed out 2,400 reusable bags
 Met with entire city council
 Speaking at meetings/screening ‘Bag It’
 Encouraging people to write letters to city council and retailers/business owners
 Established online petition
 Daggett Middle School

Page 11
                        

ACTIONS YOU CAN TAKE …
 A life with less plastic is a healthier life!
 Sign our online petition to the Fort Worth City Councilhttp://goo.gl/adfZve
 Write letters to city council and retailers
 Watch and share BAG IT and other environmental films withyour circle of friends and family
 Bring Your Own Bag
 Commit to use LESS plastic
 And of course, REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE, RE-PURPOSE, & RE-BUY
 http://goo.gl/adfZve
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BAGS IN FORT WORTH….
 Look around, unfortunately you’ll find plenty of bags….
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LET’S STOP THE BAG MONSTER FROM GROWING...
 …by educating the public and reducing plastic!!
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